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When have we heard this before? 

Oh, that all too familiar question bellowed from the 
back seat from many a child to their parents while 
traveling on some form of a vacation or to a special 
event. It seems many modern vehicles are now 
equipped with drop-down screens for passengers 
to watch a favorite movie or to play a video game 
while donning a set of headphones so as not to dis-
rupt anyone else’s riding experience. Gone are the 
days when impromptu sing-a-longs broke out, 
made-up games where the license plates on pass-
ing cars are used to go thru the alphabet, and God 
forbid someone notices a Volkswagen Beatle and 
gives you a “Slug Bug” punch directly to the arm. Oh 
to have that moment of human connection, when 
at least someone asked, “Are we there yet?” 

While daily statistics are still rattled from the tele-
vision of who is sick and who has died the question 
for many of us is, “Are we there yet?” Has the curve 
flattened or is it still on the climb? Can we let our-
selves believe that we have come to the end of a 
global health crisis that leads us to start-up a back 
to the way things where before the first Cough was 
reported? Personally, I wish this were so. But then a 
sense of caution raises its head and says, “Do you 
really want to go through something like this 
again?” I pray, “Dear God, not again.” 

As states are being told to take their own steps to 
social reentry, we can’t get so caught up in the ex-
citement to publicly reconnect with family, friends, 
and strangers without considering precautions, 
steps, and potential risks. But it won’t be too long 
when we begin to ask, “When can we begin meeting 
for church again?” “Are we there yet?” 

As I write this reflection, my heart and my mind tell 
me, “No, we are not there yet.” However, when we 
arrive, we will need to be ready to accept different 

forms and means of functioning from what will be 
a different norm than the normal we lived within 
before we first made laughter about virus with a 
name of popular beer. As we have learned and 
lived through this ordeal, this has been no laugh-
ing matter. 

So, if we are not yet there, then, where are we? 
This is a good question. A cartoon comes to mind 
with God and the Devil engaged in a conversation. 
The Devil says to God, “See how this virus has 
closed all of your churches?” To which, God re-
sponds to the Devil, “Yes, but it’s opened a church 
in every home.” 

There will be some lessons to learn from having to 
adapt to be the church because of COVID 19. One 
lesson is, “The church will always be the church.” I 
have been in awe how people of all faiths have 
found new and old means to be in community and 
to give thanks to the Divine. Another lesson is see-
ing how we have been able to reach out to others 
through online means. From the winter visitors 
who have joined us for Sunday worship who say, 
“Don’t leave us when you return to the building,” 
to the family who gathers in Zimbabwe to hear the 
Good News from Scottsdale, there is no stopping 
how we share God’s love that reaches out to oth-
ers locally and around the world. 

Perhaps the big lesson will be an epiphany, “If I felt 
this alone only for this short amount of time, then 
what must this be like for the people who experi-
ence similar isolation all the time?” The work of 
the church has not come to a screeching halt, ra-
ther, it’s allowed us to ramp up our cause and pur-
pose that calls us to be the hands of Jesus that 
touch the heart and embrace the soul of everyone. 

Are we there yet? 

We’re getting closer. 
 

My best to you! 

Pastor David 
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Phase 1 begins when state and local officials 
have reported a 14-day downward trend of 
cases, hospitals are treating patients without 
crisis care, and there is a robust testing pro-
gram in place, including antibody testing  
 
 
 

Phase 1 
The Desert Southwest Conference recommends all churches and minis-
tries follow the state and local guidance regarding reopening church-
es.  Once all the following conditions have been reported by local offi-
cials in your area: 

1. A 14-day downward trend in COVID-19 cases reported in your area. 
2. Providers are offering a robust testing response including antibody 

testing. 
3. Hospitals are treating all patients without crisis care. 
4. Pastors and church leaders can ensure that implementing phase one 

is in the spiritual and physical well-being of the community. 
Your church may implement Phase 1 guidelines, after the Pastor has 
consulted with church leadership and with the DS. 
 

Worship Guidelines 
In person worship continues to be suspended.  Groups of less than 10 
people may gather for the purposes of recording or service production 
while maintaining personal protective measures and staying at least 6 
feet apart.  Choirs and other musical groups should continue to meet 
virtually. 
 

Church Office and Services 
Churches should encourage all employees and volunteers to continue to 
work from home, and offices should continue to suspend in-person ser-
vices.  Pastors and personnel should meet only virtually or by phone. 

• Day cares and Church Schools should continue to follow state and 
local guidance regarding operation and if open must follow health 
department guidelines. 

• Food Pantries, church-based health clinics, and shelters or other es-
sential services provided by the church should continue to follow 
state and local guidance regarding operation and must follow state 
and CDC guidelines. 

• If personnel or volunteers must do in person work, people should be 
on campus two or three at a time, follow all personal protection 
guidelines, and keep six feet apart, and all surfaces touched must be 
sanitized. 

 

Church Buildings 
Church buildings and common areas should remain closed.  Community 
groups, support groups, and other renters should continue to meet vir-
tually.  Weddings and memorial services should continue to be post-
poned or conducted virtually. 
 

Preparation for Phase 2 
Church leaders should start: 

• Organizing sanitation or cleaning teams, policies, and practices 
for all areas that will be used when churches resume in person work. 

• Mark off your worship space to ensure people are seated six feet 
from one another. 

• Discuss holding multiple services to reduce the number of people 
present. 

• Determine what practices will be used for offering collection, com-
munion, baptism, and greeting to ensure the maximum protection of 
all members of the church. 

• Determine how to offer services for the vulnerable populations who 
will be encouraged to stay home until phase 3. 
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State and local officials 
must have successfully 
met the criteria of 
phase 1, and there must 
be evidence through 
case reporting, testing, 
and community moni-
toring that there is no 
evidence of a rebound.  

Phase 2 
The Desert Southwest Conference recommends all 
churches and ministries follow the state and local 
guidance regarding reopening churches.  Once local 
officials in your area have: 
1. Successfully implemented all parts of Phase 1 
2. And there is no evidence of rebound in case 

numbers in your local area. 
3. Pastors and church leaders can ensure that im-

plementing phase two is in the spiritual and 
physical well-being of the community. 

Your church may implement Phase 2 guidelines, 
after the Pastor has consulted with church leader-
ship and with the DS. 
 

Worship Guidelines 
In person worship may be conducted for groups of 
50 or fewer people, maximum social distancing and 
personal protection measures should be exer-
cised.  All vulnerable individuals should continue to 
worship from home and churches should make 
every effort to serve homebound individuals.  If 
maximum social distancing and item/surface sani-
tization is not possible, groups should continue to 
find alternative way of worshiping. 
 

Food fellowship events should be avoided.  
 

All contact surfaces must be sanitized after 
use: 
• Backs and sides of pews and chairs 
• Piano, organ, choral equipment, other 

musical equipment, and instruments 
• Pulpit, lectern, altar/table 
• Hymnals 
• Bibles 
• Doorknobs, push-plates, handles, and 

press bars 
• Railings 
• Counter tops 
• Churches should not be passing offering 

plates! 
• Equipment such as microphones and 

computers 
• Light and fan switches 
• Tables 
• Toys 
• Restroom surfaces 

 

Church Office and Services 
If possible, churches should encourage all employ-
ees and volunteers to continue to work from 
home.  Pastors and personnel should continue to 
meet virtually or by phone whenever possible. 

If opened, offices must implement sanitation prac-
tices for all surfaces and ensure regular and con-
sistent cleaning. 

• Day cares and Church Schools should continue 
to follow state and local guidance regarding op-
eration and if open must follow health depart-
ment guidelines. 

• Food Pantries, church-based health clinics, and 
shelters or other essential services provided by 
the church should continue to follow state and 
local guidance regarding operation and must 
follow state and CDC guidelines. 

 

Church Buildings 
Church buildings and common areas that reopen 
must implement sanitizing and social distancing 
guidelines.  Community groups, support groups, 
and other renters that meet must operate under 
moderate physical distancing protocols.  Weddings 
and memorial services may be conducted for 
groups of less than 50 following the guidelines for 
sanitizing and avoid food service. 
 

Preparation for Phase 3 
Church leaders should evaluate and continue: 

• Cleaning teams, policies, and practices are im-
plemented for all areas being used as churches 
resume in person work. 

• Keep worship space marked off to ensure peo-
ple are seated six feet from one another. 

• Continue to pay attention to local guidance re-
garding case numbers and community spread. 

 
State and local officials 
must have successfully 
met the criteria of phase 1 
and 2, and there must be 
evidence through case re-
porting, testing, and com-
munity monitoring that 
there is no evidence of a 
rebound. 
 

Phase 3 
The Desert Southwest Conference recommends all 
churches and ministries follow the state and local 
guidance regarding reopening churches.  Once local 
officials in your area have: 

• Successfully implemented phase 1 and 2 
• And there is no evidence of rebound in case 

numbers in the local area 
• Pastors and church leaders can ensure that im-

plementing phase three is in the spiritual and 
physical well-being of the community. 

Your church may implement Phase 3 guidelines 
after the Pastor has consulted with church leader-
ship and with the DS. 
 

Worship Guidelines 
Regular church worship may resume, and vulnera-
ble populations may resume attending.  Food fel-
lowship events may resume.  Sanitation practices 
must remain in place. 
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Church Office and Services 
Regular church office work other church-based services 
may resume, including in person meetings.  Sanitation 
practices must remain in place. 
 
Church Buildings 
Church buildings and common areas may resume normal 
regular practices with good sanitation and cleaning be-
ing maintained.  Community groups, support groups, and 
other renters may resume regular meetings and 
events.  Weddings and memorial services may resume. 
 
Ongoing work 
Church leaders should continue: 

• Cleaning teams, policies, and practices are imple-
mented for all areas are being used as churches re-
sume regular activities. 

• Churches should take time to review COVID-19 crisis 
response and evaluate what worked, what didn’t, 
what can be learned and practiced should another 
pandemic occur. 

• Churches should develop a financial back up plan 
should another crisis occur. 

• Continue to pay attention to local guidance regard-
ing community health and outbreaks. 

 
 
 
 
 

What the CARES Act means for 
your charitable giving…. 

 
On March 27, the President signed into law the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act to help combat the far-reaching impacts of COVID-
19. The bill provides increased tax incentives for chari-
table giving. 
 

Here’s how the following provisions may impact your 
charitable contributions in the 2020 tax year. 
 

Are you itemizing deductions?  
The adjusted gross income (AGI) limit for cash contri-
butions was increased for individual donors. For cash 
contributions made in 2020, you can now elect to de-
duct up to 100 percent of  
your AGI (increased from 60 percent). 

Not itemizing?  
The CARES Act allows for an additional, “above-the-
line” deduction for charitable gifts made in cash of up 
to $300. If you are not itemizing on your 2020 taxes, 
you can claim this new deduction. 
 

What about IRA Qualified  
Charitable Distributions (QCD)?  
The CARES Act did not change the rules around 
the QCD which allows individuals over 70½ years old 
to donate up to $100,000 in IRA assets directly to char-
ity annually, without taking the distribution into taxable 
income. 

However, under the CARES Act an individual can elect 
to deduct 100 percent of their AGI for cash charita-
ble contributions. This effectively affords individuals 
over 59½ years old the benefits similar to a QCD; they 
can take a cash distribution from their IRA, contribute 
the cash to charity, and may completely offset tax at-
tributable to the distribution by taking a charitable de-
duction in an amount up to 100 percent of their AGI for 
the tax year. 

If you’re planning a donation in 2020, this may be a 
smart strategy if you are between the ages of 59½ and 
70½ and are not dependent on existing retirement 
funds. 
 

**The above is provided as information only and should 
not be taken as tax advice. Please consult your tax 
professional for all tax related questions. 

Water for the  
Navajo Nation  

     Imagine. For just a moment, think of more 
than 27,000* square miles in Arizona, New 
Mexico and Utah where many homes do not 
have running water, electricity or other infrastructure 
that many of us simply live with daily as part of our 
“normal.”  A place where seasonal torrential rains or snow 
render many unpaved roads impassible and flash floods 
are common.  Imagine meeting families who are depend-
ent on the land and little outside income.  These are fami-
lies living in Navajo Nation.     
The COVID-19 virus is devastating the Navajo.  As of April 
29, 2020,  1,977 positive cases have been identified for 
COVID-19, with 62 deaths. These numbers rise daily. With 
the population spread throughout the region and the lack 
of accessibility to health care and water, these statistics 
represent only what is known for certain and may not 
reflect accurately how the virus has impacted the peo-
ple. The greatest deterrent, simply washing hands fre-
quently, for many is impossible. It is hard to wash hands 
without running water. Hospitals are few and not easily 
traveled to. We cannot do much about the hospital ac-
cess. We can help with water.  
This year’s Annual Conference Mission Project is to re-
ceive donations that will be put toward providing water 
where it is needed on the reservation. While we under-
stand that many of us have experienced furloughs or job 
lay-offs, we also understand the mission heart of the De-
sert Southwest Conference. 
To donate: 

Online;  Go to our regular online giving page on the 
NSUMC website www.nsumc.com/online-and-
text-giving.html and choose Water Donation 
Fund. 

Mail a check:  Make check payable to NSUMC and 
write Water Donation in the memo line.  Mail to 
11735 N. Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

http://www.nsumc.com/online-and-text-giving.html
http://www.nsumc.com/online-and-text-giving.html


 

 

Monthly Prayer for Churches 

We are encouraged to pray monthly 
for the churches and pastors of the 
East District of the Desert Southwest  
Conference.   
 

     June Prayer Focus: 

Bishop & Staff of the  
Desert Southwest Conference 

Chaplains, Counselors & Staff  
of the East District 

Staff & Churches of the West District,  
North District & South District 

        It is even more im-
portant now than ever to 
continue our regular giving 
and we can do so by mailing 
a check or signing up for 
online or text giving. 
 

Online giving can be done either at your computer, 
on your phone through the mobile app, Fellowship 
One Go, or through a simple text message on your 
phone.   You can: 
 

• Set up online giving and make changes to it at 
any time. 

• See your pledges and contributions any time 
you want. 

• Edit your settings at any time so that you're in 
control. 

 

Ready to get started?  
 

Go to:   https://www.nsumc.com/online-and-text-
giving.html 
 

or  Text GIVE to 480-690-2442  
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We share this information every month with the finance committee and want to start 
including it for the congregation in the newsletter. The following gives a  

snapshot of giving to the operating budget.  It does not include  
directed donations such as to missions or specific ministries.  

This is the account we use to pay our bills, pay our staff, fund our ministries,  
pay our apportionments, and repair what breaks. 

 

2020 Year to Date donations to the General Budget  
(January thru April this year versus last year) 

 

Year 2019 2020 

Number of Pledges 158 138 

Total Amount Pledged for the Year $ 525,852 $454,164 

Amount Given to date by Pledged $176,491 $163,357 

Number of families that Give but did not Pledge 176 137 

Amount Given to Date by nonpledged $37,977 $ 47,084 

Total Number of Families giving to the church 334 275 

Total Amount Given to Date $214,468 $210,441 

https://www.nsumc.com/online-and-text-giving.html
https://www.nsumc.com/online-and-text-giving.html
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Reese Gould 
   Pinnacle High School  
Son of  
   Todd & Alisa Gould 

          Cody Berlin   
Pinnacle High School 

 

Austin Berlin 
Arizona State University 

 

     Grandmother: 
Donna Mariner 

Tyler James Howard 
Colorado State University 

B.S.—Business Administration  
with concentration on Finance & Real Estate 

 

Parents:  Barbara & Jose Rodriguez  
Grandmother:   Claudia Day 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NSUMC 2020 GRADUATES! 

Makenzie Gould             
   Pinnacle High School  
Daughter of  
   Todd & Alisa Gould 

Hannah Mitchell ASU Prep Digital HS 
Will attend ASU as an education major in the fall.  
     Parents: Mark & Heather Mitchell  
     Grandparents: Bob & Leah Bergstrom 

Erik Tollefson 
United States Military  
Academy West Point  

-Military Degree 
Grandmother:   

Alice Tollefson 
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HALLE WOMEN’S CENTER  (operated by UMOM) 

 We continue to serve meals twice a month for the 
women who are living at the Halle Women’s Center.  Note 
the word “living.”  It is so exciting that these homeless 
women have a place to stay while they get their lives back 
in order, find a job and move to permanent housing!  Our 
support continues to be important as they work through all 
the challenges they face.  If you would like to make a cash 
donation, please put it in an envelope, mark it for this pro-
ject, and drop it in the collection plate, mail it or drop it off 
in the church office.   
 

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES   

 We continue to collect books and magazines for the 
VA and prison libraries.  Please continue to bring dona-
tions to the Mission Table in Fellowship Hall. Thanks to 
your donations there is no cost to our Church to provide 
this service.  Church volunteers do the work and deliver 
these items. 

A place where our people are making a difference!  
 Many thanks to the people who faithfully donate books 
and magazines to the Maricopa County jails through the 
church. Our gifts do not go unappreciated or unused. The 
church received a letter from the Library Manager for Mari-
copa County’s jails thanking us for what we have given 
them.  We have helped the inmates and help the library by 
allowing funds that would otherwise go towards acquisition 
of materials, to improve services instead. There is a great-
er need for magazines than hard cover books but both are 
greatly appreciated.  There is a bin in the hallway outside 
Fellowship Hall by the kitchen for this purpose. 

DONATE EYE GLASSES  

 How many pairs of eye glasses do you have stuck in 
the back of a drawer?  Pull them out and bring them to the 
Mission Table.  They will be donated to the Lions Vision 
Program in honor of David Walter. 
 

VETERANS INITIATIVES    

 We have partnered with Veterans Court to provide Bus 
Pass cards and other support to provide clothes and 
shoes for interviews.  We also support the Operation 
 StandDown effort for Veterans each year. 
 

MORE MISSION NEWS 

We will begin making a $200 per month donation for one 
year to the Justa Center to support their mission with 
homeless elderly members of the Phoenix communi-
ty.  We will support the Center for one year, and then con-
sider what to do after that, i.e., to continue the support, 
change it, stop it, etc. 

We are also supporting the ElderTLC project, which oper-
ates here in north Scottsdale and provides gifts for low-
income residents in senior care facilities in the Phoenix 

and outlying areas. ElderTLC believes that a gift such as a 
blanket, clothing, personal care items, or a baby doll (for 
memory care) reminds seniors that their community cares. 
They are expecting to distribute over 3500 gifts and NEED 
OUR HELP. 
 

Unable to volunteer, but are interested in what they do? 
Visit them at www.eldertlc.org or email Cathleen Hartman   
at  eldertlcinc@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

SAVE YOUR  
COUPONS…. 

 
     The Missions Committee has agreed to 

support a non-profit called Coupons for Heroes which 
sends MANUFACTURER coupons to US military bases 
overseas in order to help reduce grocery costs for mili-
tary families.  Coupons can be clipped or left on flyers 
or printed off of manufacturer websites.  They can also 
be expired up to four months.   Volunteers will clip, 
process, and mail them overseas. 
     A plastic container is available at the Missions table 
in Fellowship Hall for you to deposit clipped MANUFAC-
TURER coupons or flyers.  Please NO STORE cou-
pons.  Ask at the Missions table if you have questions. 

 Congratulations to Gary & Cheryl Vieth & family on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Emma Faith Brosius who was 
born on 5/13/2020, in New Jersey.   

http://www.eldertlc.org
mailto:eldertlcinc@gmail.com
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WORSHIP SERVICES ARE ONLINE VIA ZOOM UNTIL  
CORONA VIRUS IS NO LONGER A THREAT 

REOPENING COMMITTEE REPORT:  

A Reopening Committee has been formed and met several times to prepare for the reopening of the 
church once approval is given.  The committee, led by Todd Wight, will present a preliminary recommen-
dation for phase 1 on June 9 to the Church Council.  As per the Covid-19 Church Opening Guidelines for 
the Desert Southwest Conference, the following conditions must be reported by the local officials in our 
area before the implementation of Phase 1. 

• A 14 day downward trend in Covid-19 cases reported in your area. 
• Providers are offering a robust testing response including antibody testing. 
• Hospitals are treating all patients without crises care. 
• Pastors and church leaders can ensure that implementing Phase One is in the spiritual and physical 

wellbeing of the community. 
 

As stated by the Conference Guidelines, the church may implement Phase 1 guidelines, after Pastor David 
has consulted with our church leadership and with the district superintendent.  Phase 1 guidelines state 
that in person worship will continue to be suspended.  Groups of less than 10 people may gather for the 
purposes of recording or service production while maintaining personal protective measures and staying 
at least 6 feet apart.  Choirs and other musical groups should continue to meet virtually.   Churches should 
encourage all employees and volunteers to continue to work from home and offices should continue to 
suspend in-person services.  Pastors and personnel should meet only virtually or by phone.  If personnel 
or volunteers must do in person work, people should be on campus 2 or 3 at a time, follow all personal 
protection guidelines and keep 6 feet apart, and all surfaced touched must be sanitized.  The church 
building and common areas should remain closed. 

We are striving to create a safe environment to allow ALL of us to return to worship together.  We ask for 
your prayers as we guide the church into Phase 1.    

The Reopening Committee 

A Special Shout Out and 

Thank You from the Family 

Ministries Committee to: 

Pastor Leah…. 

When  Easter activities were 

cancelled, Pastor Leah sent an Easter letter to all 

the kids from the church telling them they were 

missed.  Also included were a word search and 

some coloring "He is Risen" sheets and a flat foam 

egg to color and Easter tattoo.  We will give them 

the toys and some of the candy when we get back 

to church as a Welcome Back gift. 

Terry Wright…. 

Terry has been wonderful in sending out the link to 

the Sunday School lesson each week.   

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, FOR ALL YOU DO! 

        HEARTFELT THANKS TO 
PASTOR LEAH AND ALL 
WHO SERVE ON THE CARE 
TEAM FOR THEIR TIRELESS 
EFFORTS TO BRING LOVE 
AND SUPPORT TO ALL 
THOSE IN OUR CHURCH 
COMMUNITY WHO HAVE 
BEEN IN NEED DURING THIS 
DIFFICULT TIME.   

YOU ARE AMAZING!!!      

***** 
A SPECIAL SHOUT OUT TO OUR  

PASTORS, DAVID & DAVE,  
FOR KEEPING US SO WELL CONNECTED VIA 

ZOOM WORSHIP  
…..THEY MAKE IT LOOK SO EASY WHILE A LOT 

OF TIME IS SPENT MAKING IT LOOK THAT WAY. 
   

WE LOVE AND APPRECIATE YOU! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
  
 1 Office Closed 

No Al-Anon 
No Boy Scout Tr.109 

No Monday Evening Bible 
      Study-New study via 
      ZOOM resumes 6/8 

2 Office Closed 
No Al-Anon 
No Boy Scout Tr.109 

      Committee Mtg. 
No AA 

3 Office Closed 

Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study Meeting (on 

summer break) 
Bd. of Trustees * 
No Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 

 4 Office Closed 
No Piecemakers 
Cards for Outreach  

(will work individually) 
Church & Society * 
SPRC * 
No Adult Children  

          of Alcoholics 

5 Office Closed 
6:30a Men’s Bible  
          Study Breakfast 

          via ZOOM 
Creative Christians (on 
summer break) 

6 
 

7   GRADUATE  

RECOGNITION SUNDAY 
 

10:00a-ZOOM Worship 
     
 
 

8 Office Closed 
UMW Dinner Out (on 
summer break) 

No Al-Anon 
No Boy Scout Tr.109 
Monday Evening Bible 
      Study via Zoom * 

9 Office Closed 
6p Finance Comm * 
6:30p Family  

           Ministries * 
6:30p Missions*  
7:30p Church Council *  
No Al-Anon 

10 Office Closed 
No Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 

 

11 Office Closed 
New Day Circle *  
No Adult Children  

          of Alcoholics 
 
 
 

12 Office Closed 
6:30a Men’s Bible  
          Study Breakfast 

          via ZOOM 
 
 

13 

14  
 

10:00a-ZOOM Worship  

    
 

15 Office Closed 
No Al-Anon     
No Boy Scout Tr.109 

Monday Evening Bible 
      Study via Zoom * 
 

16 Office Closed 

No Al-Anon 
No AA 
 
 

17 Office Closed 

No Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics. 
 
 

18 Office Closed 

No Piecemakers 
Brown Bag Bookies (on 

summer break) 
No Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 

19 Office Closed 

6:30a Men’s Bible  
          Study Breakfast 

          via ZOOM 

20 
NORTHWIND 
ARTICLE DEAD-
LINE 

 

21 
 
 

 
 
10:00a-ZOOM Worship  

22 Office Closed 
No Al-Anon 
No Boy Scout Tr.109 

Monday Evening Bible 
      Study via Zoom * 
 

23 Office Closed 
No Worship Comm.  
No Al-Anon 

No AA 
 
 

24 Office Closed 
No Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics. 

 

25 Office Closed 

No Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 

 

26 Office Closed 
6:30a Men’s Bible  
          Study Breakfast 

          via ZOOM 
 
Card Ministry—

27 
 

28  
10:00a-ZOOM Worship  
 

29 Office Closed 
No Al-Anon 
No Boy Scout Tr.109 

Monday Evening Bible 
      Study via Zoom * 

30 Office Closed 
No Al-Anon 
No AA 

    

       

*DEADLINE FOR JULY’S 
NORTHWIND ARTICLES 

is June 20TH 

**Please note that all outside group 
meetings remain cancelled until 

further notice. 

*All Church committee meetings 
are meeting via ZOOM until further  

notice unless otherwise notified. 

TO PASTOR DAVE, KATIE & FINN…. 

THANKS SO MUCH FOR BEING HERE AND GIVING US THE  
EXPERIENCE OF KNOWING YOU AND LEARNING FROM YOU! 

GOD’S BLESSINGS IN YOUR NEW ADVENTURE! 
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 Happy Birthday with God’s blessings! 

1 DelRae Urban 
2 Francia Flournoy 
2 Marlys Goncerenco 
2 Megan Nolan 
2 Margaret Skjerven 
3 Sydney Franks 
4 Connor Lewis 
4 Shelby Lewis 
5 A.J. Hersleff 
6 Allie Montana 
7 Steve Johnson 
7 Barbie Orcutt 
8 Eric Bahlman 
8 Dwight Langland 
9 Jack Fairfield 
9 Olivia Johnson 
10 Stephanie Leffingwell 
12 Isla MacLeod 
12 Sandi Overman 
12 Linda Ungerer 

14 Shane Rodgers 
15 Amy Armstrong 
15 Andy McKelvey 
16 Sally Bradford 
16 Carol Gildner 
16 Kirsty Zulu 
17 Curt Hansen 
17 Bradley Marcanio 
17 Mark Mitchell 
19 Hannah Samuel 
                            Gnanadas 
19 Stephanie Visser 
20 Rachel Burton 
20 Donna Dunham 
20 David Kreutzberg 
20 Chris Lane 
21 Tom Weaver 
22 Susan Stockdell 
23 Ray Hansen 
25 Melanie Allen 

25 Tim Boquist 
25 David Phelps 
25 Ethel Tinstman 
26 Alyse Hansen 
26 Eric Johnson 
26 Emily Major 
26 Diane Mulnix 
27 Dinah Bahlman 
27 Elizabeth Williams 
28 Abbie Crothers 
28 Trish Hamrick 
28 Robin Hays 
28 Jerome Sudhakar 
29 Jacob Burton 
29 George Chesley 
29 Nancy Lewis 
29 Maxine New 
30 Nancy Badani 
30 Ann Crompton 
31 Kristi Howard 

1 Samantha Dettmering 
2 Marian Cocanour 
2 Denny Cogan 
2 Sue Hoecker 
3 Betsy McPhee 
3 Kent Sanderson 
4 John Allen 
4 Duane Atteberry 
4 Jon Brownfield 
5 Paula Howard 
6 Charlotte Kolb 
7 Heather Karastury 
7 Bill Pearson 
7 Dustin Rodgers 
7 Chuck Utecht 
8 Jane Adair 
8 Sherry Burton 
8 Carol Chamberlin 
8 Irene Gainus 
9 Doug Gerberding 
9 Jill Harden 

9 Maddie Montana 
10 Leslie Lampen 
11 Patty Fairfield 
12 Wavalee McArtor 
12 Kim Montana 
13 Tammy Pickering 
14 Bruce Adams 
14 Chris Pawula 
15 Ryan Bond 
15 Jim Guthrie 
16 Nancy Hansen 
16 Alice Moore 
17 Chima Abarikwu 
18 Wendi Whipple 
20 Megan Lee 
21 Sandy Douglas 
22 Leah Bergstrom 
22 Bill Bridwell 
22 Brenda Hitesman 
22 Denise Kellers 
 

22 Alex Rennick 
23 Caroline Green 
23 Wanda Lamm 
23 Chelsea Swanson 
24 Rod Dixon 
24 Thomas Odegaarden 
24 Wendy Okraski 
26 Jake Staron 
27 Jett Amato 
27 Janet Flournoy 
28 Robert Grosse 
28 Amy Hance 
28 Morgan Marcanio 
29 Almas Badani 
29 Marilyn Bailey 
29 Dick Bredemann 
29 Betty Hosmer 
29 Angie Layton 
30 Kate Bachus 
30 Alex Cogan 
30 Carey Johnson 

JUNE: 

MAY: 



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

terry@nsumc.com 
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 You are invited to check out our online 
Sunday School lessons.  We are offering a virtual Sun-
day School every Sunday via emails, Facebook and on 
our nsumckids.info website.   Each week we share a 
new lesson complete with a video of the scripture story, 
crafts, snacks and games.  We will continue sharing 
weekly lessons throughout the summer. You can find 
them in your email, on Facebook and at 
www.nsumckids.info  Please consider sharing the les-
sons with others! 
 
Thank you to our parents for all you are doing to 
keep your children connected to church & God! 

You are amazing! 

Sunday School Easter 

   

Thank you to Pastor Leah for sending Easter cards 
and gifts to all of our NSUMC Sunday School fami-
lies (over 100)! Our Sunday School students en-
joyed receiving “snail mail” that included crafts, 
prayer cards and Happy Easter wishes!  Thank you 
for nurturing our families! 

 

Virtual Teacher Appreciation Brunch 

Thank you to Carey  
Johnson for our Virtual  
Sunday School Teacher  
Appreciation Brunch!  She 
sent cards and gifts to our 
teachers on Friday prior to 
Mother’s Day.  We received a 
lot of great responses to this 
virtual brunch! More im-
portantly, we thank our Sun-
day School teachers for be-
ing so dedicated to our chil-
dren throughout the school 
year!  We are so blessed that 
they choose to share their 
time and talents with the 
younger generation! 

BE SAFE 

SOCIAL DISTANCE 

STAY WELL 

Victoria Berg 
Kate Daniel 
Colin Daniel 

Caroline Green 
Alyse Hansen 
Owen Kearns 

Leo Kearns 

Gavin Maldanado 
Ava Pautz 

Aubrey Quadlin 
Alessandra Sampson 

Nate Smith 
Jerome Sudhakar 

Adam Wight 

Congratulations to our  
2020 Confirmands: 

mailto:terry@nsumc.com
http://www.nsumckids.info/godly-play-curriculum-map.html
http://www.nsumckids.info/godly-play-curriculum-map.html
http://www.nsumckids.info
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Creative Christians ONLINE 

Yes, it can be done!  Our amazing Creative Chris-
tians afterschool program continued their classes 
online through the end of the school year!  Van de-
livered all of the supplies to each family and they 
have been having fun keeping the children engaged 
with the crafts, puppet shows and artwork via 
ZOOM class! First Zoom Session was Journaling 
and Puppetry from home.  They did puppet plays 
about the Corona Virus. They talked about staying 
six feet apart, washing hands, hand sanitizers, and 
masks…. Social Distance.  They also learned many 
online tools by playing around with virtual back-
grounds and played our new game ROTATE. They 
made their own interactive game “FETCH IT.” This 
game starts with finding an item like a toothpick. 
Whoever brings one back to the screen first gets to 
choose the next item to search. It was fun and al-
lowed us to move a little. ~ Thank you to our Direc-
tor Janet Flournoy! 

 The Monday night Bible Study 
group is doing a summer on-line study 
using Adam Hamilton’s book: Simon 
Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple.  
They will continue to conduct the ses-
sions using Zoom: 
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/502128822. 
Please confirm with Dinah Bahlman at  
dbahlman@aol.com if you plan to par-

ticipate.  

New participants are welcome! 

Celebrating Women on Mother’s Day! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Our NSUMC Family Ministry team has connected 
with over 60 families via Facebook posts in honor 
of Mother’s Day.  We were so excited to have nine 
Sunday School families come together to create 
the Mother’s Day Facebook invite and fifty families 
share photos for the “Celebrating Mother’s Day” 
slide presentation.  If you would like to see  
“Celebrating Women” slide presentation again, it 
can be found on our website: http://
www.nsumckids.info/mothers-day.html 

https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/502128822
mailto:dbahlman@aol.com
http://www.nsumckids.info/mothers-day.html
http://www.nsumckids.info/mothers-day.html
http://www.nsumckids.info/mothers-day.html
http://www.nsumckids.info/mothers-day.html
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Church Council @ WORK through the night!

 Your NSUMC Church Council finished their 
monthly meeting at 9:00pm on May 12, 2020 with 
a "full-house" (aka 100% attendance!) Thank you to 
all the dedicated people working to keep us online, 
afloat and connected! 

UMW Jam and Pickle Sale 

 Since UMW was not able to 
have their annual Bake Sale on 
Palm Sunday due to the pan-
demic, they have decided to 

deliver jams and pickles to anyone that would like 
to have some.  We are asking $6.00 a jar.   The Palm 
Sunday Bake Sale is the biggest UMW fund raiser of 
the year to raise money for all of their mission 
work so this will help in that cause.   
 The flavors available are mixed berry, blueber-
ry, bing cherry, peach, strawberry, 
cinnamon strawberry, and apple pie.  
There is also a small supply of pepper, 
pepper peach, red onion, red onion 
cherry, carrot cake, and cinnamon 
peach.  The pickles are the bread and 
butter pickles. 
 If you are interested, please contact Cindy Bry-
ant at cindybryant@cox.net or phone her at 602-
900-5512 to make arrangements for delivery.   

Bringing HOPE to youth aging out of foster care 

(Even during the COVID-19 crisis)   

Even though this has been a unique time, TOA is still helping young people access support-
ive employment.  Here is an update on what has been happening. 
 

TOA’s youth partners, Keys to Success, Casey Family Programs, UMOM, Homebase and 
Homeless Youth Connection, have been doing a fabulous job in helping the youth stay safe 
during this Covid-19 time. Some of them need items like masks, household supplies, hy-
giene items, snacks, school supplies and electronics. If you want to help them, contact TOA 
 at info@toaaz.org.  

TOA is member of the Opportunities for Youth Leadership Council.  OYP is a collaborative effort to build a 
system of support for the estimated 67,000 youth ages 16-24 who are neither in school or working.   It is 
exciting to hear that 87% of the youth served were connected to education or employment opportunities 
in 2019. We are making great success reaching our opportunity youth. 
Kudos to our employment partners Frys, Amazon and Starbucks who have continued to hire and support 
our young adults during this time. We currently have over 100 youth employed or in the process of em- 
ployment. 

The TOA model is to recruit and support employers who are willing to hire youth who have been in the fos-
ter care system.  That support includes specific training around such topics as the foster care system, ado-
lescent development, and the impact of trauma.  In past we only offered in person training from our 7 
modules. We are now offering our first online training segment on Trauma.  This 20 minute segment pro-
vides an introduction to adverse childhood experiences and strategies for helping an employee who has 
experience trauma in his or her life.  It is now available for employers to access on our website. If your 
business or company is interested, please contact Berisha Black at bblack@toaaz.org 
Remember we are better together, and we are grateful to all who make our work possible. If you need as-
sistance during this time reach out there are so many amazing organizations here in AZ and are blessed to 
be one of them.  

We want to remind everyone to stay safe, wash your hands and practice social distancing. 

Let us know how we can help info@toaaz.org . 

Blessings, 

Berisha Black 

mailto:cindybryant@cox.net
mailto:info@toaaz.org
mailto:info@toaaz.org
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Missions NSUMW supports: Suitcase Initiative, NSUMC Second Grade Bibles, National Alliance for Mental Illness 
(NAMI), Creative Christians, Women Veterans Stand Down, Golden Gate Community Center, Knitted/Crocheted Prayer 
Shawls, Operation Christmas Child, Card Ministry, World Thank Offering, Vacation Bible School, Angel Tree,  
Halle Shelter, Wesley Community Center and Card Outreach. 

     United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the glob-
al ministries of the church. 
     Membership is open to any woman with the desire to belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in the global mission of 
the church through United Methodist Women.   
     For information on joining the North Scottsdale UMW, contact Cindy Bryant, 602-900-5512 or email cindybryant@cox.net.  

Thursday,  
 (1st Thursday of each month)   
 Card Outreach Ministry-gather in the church library to 
 help address greeting cards to women in prison & also 
 write notes to retired missionaries.  Everyone is welcome
 Contact Cindy Bryant @ 602-900-5512 for information 
Monday,  
 (2nd Monday of each month) 
    Dinner Out (On hiatus for the summer) 
 Contact Cindy Bryant at 602-900-5512 for information 
Wednesday,  
 (2nd Wednesday of each month)  
    Halle Women’s Center—Volunteers serve dinner 
 Contact Cheryl Vieth @ 602-867-7079 if you would 
  like to volunteer 
Thursday,  
(2nd Thursday of each month) 
 New Day Circle  
 Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436 for information 

Thursday,  
(3rd Thursday of each month) 
 Brown Bag Bookies  
 Contact Joyce Nolan @ 602-690-8383 for information 
Sunday,  
(3rd Sunday of each month) 
 Needle Arts @ 1:00pm  
 Contact Cherri Escobar at 480-860-2746 for information 
Sunday,  
 Working Moms’ Circle 
 Contact Barbara Rodriguez @ 480-823-8004 for information 
Friday,  
(Last Friday of each month) 
 Card Ministry  
 at Janet Flournoy’s—Call 480-650-6436 for information 
 

 
STAY WELL EVERYONE! 

 

Easy ways to support North Scottsdale United Methodist Women that don’t cost you extra money: 
 

• The Fry’s Community Rewards Program at www.FrysCommunityRewards.com —Group number AY394  
• Mission Basket:  Donate travel size toiletries and other small personal care items for the Wesley Community 

Center.   
• Volunteer to help serve dinner to the women at the Halle Center once a month on the 2nd Wednesday. The 

next dinner will be determined when activity is resumed. 

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship 
MAY/JUNE 2020 UMW Events 

 

THE ACTIVITIES LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN PUT “ON HOLD” AT THE PRESENT TIME OR 
ARE MEETING VIA ZOOM UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE DUE TO THE CORONA VIRUS  

PANDEMIC….NEW DATES WILL BE CONFIRMED WHEN THE CHURCH IS ABLE TO REOPEN. 

JAM & PICKLES ARE AVAILABLE TO  
PURCHASE ($6.00/JAR) TO HELP US CONTINUE 

SUPPORT OF OUR MISSIONS (listed below) DUR-
ING THE COVID-19 CRISIS.  IF YOU ARE  

INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT  
CINDY BRYANT AT CINDYBRYANT@COX.NET OR 

PHONE HER AT 602-900-5512 TO MAKE  
ARRANGEMENTS FOR DELIVERY.  

http://www.FrysCommunityRewards.com
mailto:cindybryant@cox.net

