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canȴt go about doing church the way we used to. Weȴve 
come to point that we have discovered some new 
needs along with our ongoing work of the church. 

Online ministry, including how we do our meetings, 
present worship, connecting with those who live in iso-
lation and disconnect, and the very concerns of keep-
ing our environment safe for public use beyond COVID-
19 are essential as we move forward. Here is where I 
and your staɨ need your help as we bring together our 
powers of faith: 

- Cleaning and Sanitizing the church facilities on a reg-
ular basis aɮer meetings, worship, and other gather-
ings to ensure surfaces are free from the spread of vi-
ruses. 

- Support in the sound booth for in person worship 
services. Training is available. 

- Creating and running power point presentations for 
worship. Computer and soɮware training available. 

- Creating and launching online worship services. Com-
puter and soɮware training available. 

- Running a video camera for live worship services. 

- Providing a presence of hospitality as an usher or 
greeter. 

- Being open to Godȴs spirit for other great plans and 
ideas. 

You can see that this list includes some familiar and 
also, some new expressions of sharing the gospel with 
others. I like to see these as a means of the Advent sea-
son, new moments of births are before us. 

As you experience the call to serve please give me a call 
or send me an email about how you can participate. Iȴd 
love to pray with you and to further answer any ques-
tions you may have. 

The old hymn reminds us, ȶThe church is the people.ȷ 
Church isnȴt something we can do on our own. Trust 
me, it doesnȴt work that way. We are always at our 
best when we bring ourselves together. The season of 
Advent to Christmas and Epiphany remind us that 
great moments are before us. 

I am ever grateful to share them with you. 

Have a blessed season! 

 

 

David Rennick 

December? REALLY??? 

It can be easy to ask, ȶWhere did the year go?ȷ Howev-
er, I think we all know the answer to that question. 

I was visiting the other day with our new grief group. 
This includes folks connected to NSUMC who have ex-
perienced the loss of a loved one in this year. During 
our time together I began to reɣect upon my own 
losses this year: The loss of pastoral presence and 
identity due to the restrictions of COVID-19, the death 
of my mother, unexpected health concerns including 
surgery and hospitalization. Others in the group 
shared their experiences of loss and the gratitude we 
have for our church and supportive people who have 
extended their prayers, wriɯen words, and expres-
sions of care. 

In reɣecting up these hurdles I began to discover how 
loss and grief can impact how we connect with others. 
I am sure I have displayed moments of disconnect, dis-
tance, and shortness of response all due to loss, grief, 
along with emotional and physical pain. I want to 
apologize when you may have experienced such re-
sponse when you were expecting more. What is for 
certain is that in the midst of being your pastor, Iȴve 
discovered that this year has also been a rediscovery 
of myself. 

If anything is to be discovered, pastors do not have 
superpowers. Although we might like to think this is 
possible and that we can take on just about anything 
that may come our way. But this isnȴt the case. The 
power we all share is we are children of God, and we 
come to ɢnd that we are at our strongest when we 
walk alongside one another. 

The season of Advent is about walking together. Ad-
vent is about the expectation of the birth of the Christ 
child in our lives. I truly believe this and look for this 
expectation every year in the Christmas message: We 
are called to experience the birth of the babe in the 
manger in us that calls us to live the ways of Christ 
before the world. 

I want to thank you for the ways you live like Jesus. 
Whether it be as a part of a small group, an outreach 
ministry of the church, a study group, generosity, 
serving on a commiɯee, and more, you are being a 
part of the Body of Christ. 

If we have learned a lesson from this year is that we 
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The STAR OF BETHLEHEM ZOOM event! 
TOMORROWȱDECEMBER 5TH  @ 7:00pm. 
This event is open to everyone and you are  

encouraged to share the link  
with friends and family.   
The event includes: 

 Astronomer, Tony La Conti, with over four decades 
of Star Gazing experience to share with NSUMC 

 
ȶThe Bethlehem Starȷ  

Saturday, December 5th, 2020 ---  7:00Ȱ 8:00 pm 
 

NSUMC is hosting a stargazing opportunity to learn about ȶThe Bethlehem 
Starȷ an interactive presentation by STARGAZING for EVERYONE on Satur-
day, Dec. 5th from 7:00-8:00 p.m. via the NSUMC ZOOM Classroom.   
 
The event will be online via the NSUMC ZOOM classroom.  We encourage 
families to remotely gather in their backyard to participate with a stargaz-
ing app or a telescope.  Families that RSVP through the NSUMC Facebook 
or a NSUMC email will receive a list of stargazing apps, Christmas cookie 
recipes and the link to the ZOOM event.  Participants are invited to: 
 

download a stargazing app prior to the event so participants  
can practice and interact with the app in their backyard during the 
event (or bring a telescope) 

make a Christmas treat to sweeten this virtual backyard  
get together 

and bring a light (candle, ɣash light or glow stick 
 
Once all families are virtually connected, the astronomy presentation will 
begin and include an introduction to stargazing and minor constellations, 
the presentation of the three scientiɢc hypothesis on the Bethlehem star 
and a closing song by the NSUMC Childrenȴs & Youth choirs.  It is recom-
mended that participants bring a light to the event so when families join 
the childrenȴs choirs in song everyone can light up their own backyard with 
the glow of their lights and angelic voices! 

http://www.nsumckids.info/advent-celebration.html
http://www.nsumckids.info/advent-celebration.html
http://www.stargazingforeveryone.com/?fbclid=IwAR0T1A3oRQbsd-5qRrRoiFEKdC8FRsQTf3u5XJ1GXaoZgha0wVBg95fAwqw
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  

DECEMBER 20th AT 5:00 pm 

 

 Blue Christmas  (also called the Longest Night) is a day 

in the Advent season marking the longest night of the 

year. On this day, churches services honor people that 

have lost love ones and are experiencing grief. This wor-

ship service is traditionally held on or around the longest 

night of the year, which falls on or about December 21, 

the Winter Solstice. There is an interesting convergence 

for this day as it is also the traditional feast day for Saint 

Thomas the Apostle. This linkage invites making some 

connections between Saint Thomas's struggle to believe 

in Jesus' resurrection, the long nights just before Christ-

mas, and the struggle with darkness and grief 

 The Worship service oɮen includes opportunities for 

expression of grief and pain as well as an opportunity to 

focus on the promise of hope. Candles are lit during the 

service; empty chairs are reserved as a way of commem-

orating those who have been lost during the previous 

year. The service will also include prayers, poems, words 

or hope and music. 

 Pastors Leah and David will be leading a Blue Christ-

mas Service on Sunday, December 20 at 5pm in the 

church parking lot. Participants are encouraged to bring 

their own seating, to sit in family/bubbled groups, to sit 

at least 6-10 feet from others and to wear a face mask. 

Each person who has passed will be represented by a 

candle that will be lit as a part of the service. Please call 

the church oɩce at 480-948-0529 to indicate how 

many are aɯending with you. The service will also be 

presented via ZOOM.  

 
 

LIVE NATIVITY 
DRIVE-THRU 
Saturday,  
December 19th 
7:00 pm Ȱ 8:00 pm 

 
 NSUMC would like to help make the holidays 
sparkle for the children and the community by 
hosting a Live Nativity Drive-Thru from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 19th in the 
NSUMC church parking lot. The event is free and 
open to the public. 
 
 This event will provide an opportunity for our 
neighbors to enjoy a free, COVID-safe and friend-
ly Christmas Season experience.    All families are 
invited to DRIVE-THRU the NSUMC parking lot 
beginning at 7:00pm.  The passengers will be able 
to gaze on the festive holiday lights and a live na-
tivity seɯing.  Aɮer driving past the lights and 
the nativity scene, each vehicle will be given one 
Advent giɮ box before they exit the parking lot 
onto Scoɯsdale Road.  NSUMC is oɨering Advent 
giɮ boxes to the ɢrst 100 vehicles. 

The live Nativity scene will include: 

The Live Nativity scene will include: 
~Live actors (Mary, Joseph, Shepherds,  
 Angels, Wise Men and Carolers) 
~Live animals in the nativity scene 
~Vehicles are invited to turn to 89.3 radio 
station to listen to the Christmas story as 
they DRIVE-THRU 

~Please enter from Jenan Drive & DRIVE-
THRU the NSUMC parking lot to view the 
nativity.  

~The ɢrst 100 vehicles will receive one Ad-
vent Giɮ Bag prior to leaving the parking 
lot. 
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 Livestream Worship at 7PM will be presented from 
the sanctuary LIVE online and will include song, sermon, 
and at home candle lighting. Home bags including can-
dles, order of worship service, and song lyrics will be 
available for pick up in the church parking lot on Satur-
day, December 19, between 10-11AM. A link for the ser-
vice will be made available for viewing. 

  
 Drive-In Worship with song, sermon and light on De-
cember 24th at 4:30pm. Please register your intent to 
attend by calling the church office at 480-948-0529. This 
drive-in format will follow best practices to remain in our 
vehicles for the service. We ask that facemasks be worn 
if windows are opened. Should we see any shift in the 
numbers of active cases, we will open the service to in-
clude sitting outside in your own seating for the service. 
Glow sticks will be used to end the service to sing ñSilent 
Nightò as a part of the traditional gathering of Christmas 
Eve. 

Christmas Services at NSUMC 

 The nature of the pandemic has caused us to approach the worship life 
of NUSMC this year in diɨerent ways. As we approach the Christmas sea-
son, we wanted to share with you, opportunities to gather and worship 
with us. 



 

 

DECEMBER 2020 Page 5 

Community Christmas Tree 
 
 Along I-17 traveling north to 
Flagstaɨ, one could oɮen ɢnd the 
growth in the median that is dec-
orated for Christmas. Sadly, it was lost recently 
due to a brush ɢre.  

This year due to COVID-19, we 
wanted to provide an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the season 
by having our own NSUMC 
Community Tree in the church 
parking lot. You and families 
are invited to come to the 
church starting November 28 
and place an ornament on the 
bush located near the front of 
the church parking lot. Write 
you name on the ornament to 

be returned or to add to a collection for future use. 
Let us come to celebrate the season by sharing a 
bit of our home and spirit with each other. 

 
 

ELVES, ELVES, ELVES... 

 

That best describes the 

Care Team from North 

Scoɯsdale UMC this time of year. The members 

have been busyȱsorting, wrapping and soon will 

be delivering packages and mailing cards to our 

friends who have had an exceptionally bad year in 

2020. A special thanks to Janet Flournoy and 

Betsy McPhee who made many Christmas accordi-

on cards to be included. Thanks also to Jane 

Ackerman for her special homemade knit contri-

bution. Our Care Team, throughout this year, has 

kept in touch with so many of our NSUMC family 

and friends, helping persons to know that our 

church is still very much at work in caring for one 

another. 

 

 
Poinseɯias  
with a Purpose 

 

 

 The Worship Commiɯee would like to con-

tinue the holiday tradition of giving this year with 

our annual Poinseɯias with a Purpose project.  Our 

donations will support Hope for the Hopeless and 

Care Portal.  100% of these donations and the 

Christmas Eve oɨering will be divided among these 

missions.  To denote your giɮ, a poinseɯia orna-

ment will be placed on the tree at church to be 

oɨered as a giɮ to the Christ Child on Christmas 

Eve. 

 Each poinseɯia will be $10.00.  Please click 

on the following link  to donate: hɯps://

www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/

Form/8bdbc96e-42fc-49e6-aa0a-b3b2faɨdc25 

 Please complete your donation between 

now and December 15th, and let the oɩce know 

who you are honoring or memorializing, by phone 

message or via email  at 

        (barbara@nsumc.com or oɩce@nsumc.com). 

  Your name and dedication(s) will be 

acknowledged in the Reminder and the Announce-

ment slides on the Sunday before and aɮer Christ-

mas.   

���Z�Œ�]�•�š�u���•�����v�P���o���^�]�P�v�µ�‰ 
The Christmas Angel mission project is ending soon 

and we are almost there...about 25 angels are yet 

to ɢnd a home.  Thanks to all those who have do-

nated giɮs or cash.  If you havenȴt already done so, 

please go to the link below, choose an Angel, and 

either donate cash to purchase a giɮ or shop for 

the items yourself. 

To choose an Angel (or more) click on the  following 

link:    hɯps://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0d48a5a828a6fcc43-christmas 

Full details are on the link and giɮ drop oɨ at the 

church will be December 6th and December 13th.  

If you have any questions, please call Mike Hair at 

(480) 206-7022. 

Last day for giɮ drop-oɨ at the church is  

December 13th 

https://www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/Form/8bdbc96e-42fc-49e6-aa0a-b3b2faffdc25
https://www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/Form/8bdbc96e-42fc-49e6-aa0a-b3b2faffdc25
https://www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/Form/8bdbc96e-42fc-49e6-aa0a-b3b2faffdc25
mailto:barbara@nsumc.com
mailto:office@nsumc.com

