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From Pastor Dave…..
"What would ya say...ya do here?" ‐ Bob Slydell, Oﬃce Space (1999)
I've had one ques on that seems to keep coming up in the past few months. It's very much
like the one Bob asks of Tom Smykowski in the 1999 cult movie Oﬃce Space. It's a fair ques on. As I've re‐
entered the orbit of NSUMC, I know it’s something many of you are curious about.
So, let's jump in!
A li le over eighteen months ago, Bishop Hoshibata appointed me to a new project, Orontes.
With the generosity of our UMC conference, and private donors, we began a research project. This research
asked why a growing number of adults have le the church, and what they feel they are missing in life.
To make a very long and winding story short, we were delivered a depth of wisdom into the
growing number of “spiritual explorers” ( a term we developed through the research), and how we can
oﬀer the Gospel to them.
To clarify, spiritual explorers aren’t church shoppers. You wont ﬁnd them visi ng diﬀerent
churches to ﬁnd “the right one.” Instead, you’ll ﬁnd them everywhere but the sanctuary of a church build‐
ing. They are folks who crave the discovery of purpose and compassion in life on their own terms and be‐
lieve they can no longer ﬁnd it in church . They experiment with volunteering, spiritual discovery and disci‐
plines, and a journey towards the divine on their own terms. But there is something that they (and we) be‐
lieve they are missing….

Community.
If we dis ll the results of The Orontes Project research, it would be that these people s ll
need community in their life to move forward in their journey and most feel they lack it. That may not seem
like a groundbreaking revela on, but there has been deep discovery within the layers of that larger truth.
In its simplest terms, The Orontes Project (now called Social Thread) and the eﬀort within
our church, will be towards building communi es (small groups) that allow people to connect and commit
to one another. In crea ng groups where people can experience nonjudgmental acceptance, we believe we
can assist them in living a more authen c life.
And so, The Orontes Project is launching a program to oﬀer something for those who don’t
take part in church, but s ll crave the community it oﬀers. We call that program Social Thread. We also be‐
lieve the research has given us a founda on of understanding to assist programs within the church. You will
begin to see some of those learnings expressed in our Student Ministry (6‐12th grades) and in some of our
adult small groups.
I’m deeply grateful for the partnership I’ve immediately developed with Pastor Rennick, and his open
ness to let us integrate our learnings to the life of this church. I’m grateful to you all as you walk with us in
(con nued on next page)
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another chapter of discovery as we build a more resilient, adap ve, and
nurturing community of faith.
In the coming months, you will see and hear more about how we will
apply the discoveries of Orontes both in and beyond the church. My hope
is that you will con nue to be in prayer about how we act boldly in faith to
provide people what they need in their journey towards a purposeful,
compassionate, and full life.
I feel like I may have just hit you with a ﬁrehose worth of informa on,
so I'll stop here for now. I'm grateful for your con nued support an en‐
couragement.
Stay tuned for more updates and ways you can support this exci ng
moment in the life of the church.
Pastor Dave Wasson
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL CONTACTS
Steve Johnson • Church Council Chair
Open • Lay Leader
Denise Brasile, Jane Pearson,
Olivia Johnson, Mark Armstrong
• Lay Reps to Annual Conference
Barb Langham • Board of Trustees
Clyde Moore • Finance
Art Endres • Treasurer
Jane Pearson • Church & Society
Open • Family Ministries
Patty Hastings • Fellowship
Terri Wicker • Membership
Rob Grosse • Missions
Brad Smith • Staff/Parish Relations
Cindy Bryant • United Methodist Women
Sherry Moore • Worship

Nursery Attendant opening!
The North Scottsdale UMC Nursery provides childcare for the youngest members of our congregation during worship services and special occasions. In this position you will be caring for
young children so experience with toddlers and infants is required. Hours are Sunday mornings
about once a month from 8:15am-11:15am or until needed and for occasional special services. Pay is $13.00/hour. If you are interested, or know of someone who is, please send resume to the church office manager, Candace Huey (candace@nsumc.com).
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XCrews Student Ministry
News for September
A Look Back at August:
We kicked off the new school year with a bang! It was great seeing so many students at
our Kick-off Pool Party! The students have been growing relationships and making new connections as we have welcomed new and old youth back into the xCrew! With the leadership of our Sunday school teachers, our students have
been engaging in meaningful discussions about life and faith (and a little fun, like paper airplanes filling the sky of the
class room). This fall promises to offer a number of memorable and meaningful experiences, and we hope that if you are
a student in 6th-12th grades, you’ll join us.
Upcoming Events in September:
Here is a look at our upcoming events!
2rd (Sun)- Youth Group (11:30am-1pm)
9th (Sun)- Youth Group (11:30am-1pm)
16th (Sun)- TopGolf Fun (11:30am-1:30pm)
23rd (Sun)- Youth Group (11:30am-1pm)
30th (Sun) Multi-Youth Group Potluck and
Photo Scavenger Hunt
(12:00pm-3pm)
We have a busy September lined up that
we want you to know about. We will bring out
our best Rory McElroy impressions as we hit
up Top Golf on September 16th. We will also
be hosting an area wide potluck and photo scavenger hunt for other youth groups around the valley on September 30th!
Our xCrews will continue meeting on Sundays as we develop a strong small group culture with our students.
This fall we are using the lessons from the series Nooma, by Rob Bell.
We Need Your Help!
We are in need of parent and adult team members to assist us in making these gatherings happen. If you are
available and interested in helping, please contact Youth Director, Sarah Cushman, at scaitlyn22@gmail.com or Pastor
Dave Wasson, at dwasson@nsumc.com.
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May you have a day filled with God’s blessings!
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
6
7
7
9
9
10
10
11
12

Rosalie
John
Bill
Norm
Roxie
Cindy
Bob
Alisa
Nancy
Amanda
Bonnie
Emilie
Zachary
Dave
Judy
Juliette
Del
Heather
Cole
Clair

Cawley
Chase
Cawley
Cocanour
Helbert
Tigges
Bergstrom
Gould
Litteral
Schertz
Rohrbach
Whipple
Gould
McBride
Elenbaas
Klobucar
Johnston Jr
Rohrbach
Stanton
Gappa

12
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
15
15
16
17
17
19
19
19
20

David
Beverly
Ariana
Harrison
Bob
Dorothy
Barbara
Joe
Duane
Jane
Nicole
Mid
Brian
Dana
Dena
Jason
Leo
Dick
Stan

Tadano
Blew
Decker
Karastury
Moore
Pelton
Rodriguez
Tadano
Church
Pearson
Hansen
Van Pelt
Koepke
Bond
Chambliss
Fairfield
Nolan
Powell
Das

21
22
22
24
24
25
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
26
28
28
28
29
30
30

Al
Gould
Ronald Bailey
Jake
Catalfio
Bettie
Crawford
Christian Mayled
Ray
Litteral
Nate
Smith
Sofia
Spaniolo
John
Whitley
John
Dahlin
Shayne Dettmering
Bill
Pillow
Judy
Ward
Chuck Wright
Ogbonna Abarikwu
Jane
Ackerman
Dante' Hopkins
John
Doede
Laura Brownfield
Christina Smith

If you are not a singer, perhaps playing in the Handbell
choir is a good opportunity for you?
•
Our adult Handbell choir rehearses on Thursday
evenings at 7:00pm
•
Our beginning Handbell choir rehearses Sunday
afternoons at 4:00pm

Choirs Have Resumed…..
Come Join Us!
All of our choirs are in full swing!
•
Children’s choirs, (Cherub Choir and Kids of Grace)
rehearse during 10:00am Sunday School
•
The youth choir, AngeliX (grades 6–12), rehearses
on Sundays at 9:30am in room 14
•
The adult Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesday
evenings from 7:00–8:30pm

For additional information on any of our music groups,
please contact one of the leaders listed below:
Darin Read, Director of Music and Chancel Choir
– darin@nsumc.com
Donna Marie Hartley, Organist and Handbell Choir
Director – donna.marie@cox.net
Joyce Nolan, Beginner Handbell Choir
– aznolans@cox.net
Kim Montana, Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs
– kmontana1000@gmail.com
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GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, ACOLYTES, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS
September 2nd:
8:30

Greeters:
Ushers:
Liturgist:

Ron & Marilyn Bailey
Stephanie Moore, Jane Pearson
Ann Sells

10:00

Greeters:
Ushers:

Dick & Joyce Carpenter
Rob Grosse, Rich Jensen
Lee & Jacki Anderson
Emilie Duncan, Bob Sandblom
Gary Grinde
Jerome Sudhakar

Liturgist:
Acolytes:

September 23rd:
8:30

Greeters:
Ushers:
Liturgist:

TBD
Johnny Ware, Joanne Battershall
Jane Pearson

10:00

Greeters:
Ushers:

Dick & Marian Powell
Doug & Susan Smith
John & Roxie Helbert
Gary Grinde, Cindy Miaso
Dick Carpenter
Cole Stanton, Jordan Stanton

Liturgist:
Acolytes:

Fellowship Hour Host: Congregational Care
Communion Serving: SPRC

Fellowship Hour Host: Finance Committee

September 9th:

8:30

Greeters:
Ushers:
Liturgist:

TBD
Don New, Jane Pearson
TBD

10:00

Greeters:
Ushers:

Gary Grinde, Lois Sperl
Gary Vieth, Rich Jensen
Ogbonna Abarikwu, Donna Mariner
TBD
Kate Bachus, Alyse Hansen

8:30

Greeters:
Ushers:
Liturgist:

Ron & Marilyn Bailey
Stephanie Moore, Jane Pearson
Perry Sells

10:00

Greeters:
Ushers:

TBD
Rob Grosse, Rich Jensen
Lee & Jacki Anderson
Emilie Duncan, Bob Sandblom
Kevin Kosan
Alyse Hansen, Kate Bachus

Liturgist:
Acolytes:

September 30th:

Liturgist:
Acolytes:

Fellowship Hour Host: Membership Committee

Fellowship Hour Host: Family Ministries

September 16th:
8:30

Greeters:
Ushers:
Liturgist:

TBD
Johnny Ware, Joanne Battershall
Marilyn Gray

10:00

Greeters:
Ushers:

Dick & Marian Powell
Doug & Susan Smith
John & Roxie Helbert
Gary Grinde, Cindy Miaso
Marlys Rodgers
Juliette Klobucar, Rachel Caplan

Liturgist:
Acolytes:

Fellowship Hour Host: Fellowship Committee

Director of Music/Chancel Choir
Darin Read

Organist/Handbell Choirs

Donna Marie Hartley

Children’s & Youth Choirs

Kim Montana

Acolyte Coordinator

Kirsty Klobucar

Usher/Greeter/Liturgist Coordinator
Bob Sandblom—480-560-0933

Board Crew:**
David McBride, Elizabeth Williams
Kent Sanderson, Sherry Moore
Tim Stumpp, Michael Caplan
**Sound Board Crew is eager to have some additional help. If you
are interested, please contact one of them or call the office for more
information.
It is a much needed ministry and not as difficult as you might think!
If you would just like to fill in when the regulars are on vacation, there
is a great need for that as well! Please contact Sherry Moore if you
are interested.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

9:00a-Piecemakers

2

3 Labor Day 4
OFFICE CLOSED
10:00a-Al-Anon

10:00a-Al-Anon
7:00p-AA
7:00p-Boy Scout Troop 109
Committee Meeting

9

10

11

10:00a-Al-Anon
6:30p-Missions Committee
6:30p-Family Ministries
6:30p-Finance Committee
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon
7:00p-AA
7:30p-Church Council

10:00a-Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
4:00p-UMW Serve
Dinner at Halle Center
7:00p-Chancel Choir

16

17

18

19

8:30 &10:00a-Worship
9:30a-Angelix Choir Practice
10:20a-Sunday School
-(age 2-12th grade)
10:20a-Children’s Choirs Practice
11:30a-Youth Group XCrews
4:00p-Beginning Handbell Practice
4:30p-Orontes Group

8:30 &10:00a-Worship
9:30a-Angelix Choir Practice
10:20a-Sunday School
-(age 2-5th grades today)
10:20a-Children’s Choirs Practice
11:30a-Youth Group XCrews
4:00p-Beginning Handbell Practice
4:30p-Orontes Group
6:00p-Euro Trip Choir Rehearsal

8:30 &10:00a-Worship
9:30a-Angelix Choir Practice
10:20a-Sunday School
-(age 2-12th grade)
10:20a-Children’s Choirs Practice
11:00a-UMW Meeting & Lunch
11:30a-Youth Group XCrewsTop Golf Outing
1:00p-Needle Arts
4:00p-Beginning Handbell Practice

23

8:30 &10:00a-Worship
9:30a-Angelix Choir Practice
10:20a-Sunday School
-(age 2-12th grade)
10:20a-Children’s Choirs Practice
11:30a-Youth Group XCrews
4:00p-Beginning Handbell Practice

30

8:30 &10:00a-Worship
9:30a-Angelix Choir Practice
9:30a-Sunday School-(6th-12th)
10:20a-Sunday School
-(age 2-12th grade)
11:30a-Youth Group-XCrews
4:00p-Beginning Handbell Practice

10:00a-Al-Anon
7:00p-Boy Scout Troop 109

10:00a-Al-Anon
7:00p-Boy Scout Troop 109

10:00a-Al-Anon
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon
7:00p-AA

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

20

21

22

28

29

6:00p-Board Of Trustees
6:30p-Indian Bend Girl
Scout Leaders Meeting
7:00p-Chancel Choir

10:00a-Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
6:00-SPRC
7:00p-Chancel Choir

*DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER’S
NORTHWIND ARTICLES
IS SEPTEMBER 20TH

24

10:00a-Al-Anon
7:00p-Boy Scout Troop 109

25

10:00a-Al-Anon
6:30p-Congregational Care
Committee
6:30p-Worship Committee
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon
7:00p-AA

26

10:00a-Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
7:00p-Chancel Choir

7:00p-Adult Children
of Alcoholics
7:00p-Handbell Choir

9:00a-Indian Bend Girl
Scout Leaders Meeting
7:00p-Adult Children
of Alcoholics
7:00p-Handbell Choir

NORTHWIND
ARTICLE DEADLINE
12:00p-Brown Bag
Bookies
5:00p-Beta Sigma Phi
7:00p-Adult Children
of Alcoholics
7:00p-Handbell Choir

27

7:00p-Adult Children
of Alcoholics
7:00p-Handbell Choir

6:15a-Men’s Breakfast
All day - Ministry Fair
Setup
3:30p-Creative Christians

6:15a-Men’s Breakfast
10:00-Cards for Outreach
3:30p-Creative Christians

6:15a-Men’s Breakfast
3:30p-Creative Christians

6:15a-Men’s Breakfast
9:00a-Card Ministry at Janet
Flournoy’s
3:30p-Creative Christians

All day - Ministry Fair
Setup
9:00a-Indian Bend Girl
Scout Leaders
Meeting

All day - UMW Meeting
& Lunch set up
9:00a-Piecemakers

9:00a-Indian Bend Girl
Scout Leaders
Meeting
11:30– CoDa
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CHILDREN & YOUTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL 2018-2019
Mark your calendars because our first day of full Sunday School will begin on August 12th.
SUNDAY SCHOOL & GODLY PLAY, 10:00-11:00 a.m.

from Terry Wright,
Director of Christian Education
terry@nsumc.com

⸎

Teacher Dedication Sunday
September 9, 2018, @ 10 am
All NSUMC teachers of children, youth and adult
are invited at the 10:00AM service for this dedication
blessing. Ours is a life-long journey walked by many
generations. Through the years, our insights, questions
and understandings deepen. We need the company of
one another to teach, to question, to encourage.
We are shaped by many things:
 Wisdom that deepens us,
 Experiences that stretch us,
 People-mentors who share their insights and their
questions,
 Communities that center us, that affirm us, that hold
us in their care.
Our children will live in the world we leave
them. They will live with the problems we have not yet
handled. We cannot tell them how to live in that future,
but they are learning from us right now. What values,
what passwords, do we as a community, need to transmit to our children that will give them the tools they will
need? The time our teachers spend teaching, caring for,
and being with the children of this community is a special ministry. Our teachers offer a very important nurturing time for our next generation. We are extremely
grateful for our teachers who shepherd these precious
children and their delicate growing spiritual life.
In recognition of their unselfish dedication we
will honor all NSUMC teachers of children, youth
and adults at this Teacher Dedication Blessing.

⸎

Sunday School is for children and youth ages 2
through 18. Ages 2-5 will meet in room #1 & 2 in the North
Wing; grades 1-5 will meet in rooms #8 & 9 in the East
Wing; middle school (grades 6-8) will meet in room #13
and high school students will meet in room #12.
Sunday School for ages 2 through 12 will begin immediately following Children's Moments (this occurs about 10
minutes into the service). Children are asked to sit with
their parents until Children's Moments. Following Children’s Moments, they proceed to their respective classrooms with teacher supervision. Parents may walk their
children to class if that is more comfortable for the family.
Youth in grades 6-12 are to go directly to class at
10:00 a.m. They do not begin in the sanctuary.

⸎
MINISTRY FAIR, SEPTEMBER 9th
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Our annual MINISTRY FAIR will be hosted on Sunday, September 9th. Tables will be set up in Fellowship
Hall so you can meet the teachers and peruse the books
that will be studied. We will also have tables with information about other events, groups and activities that are
being offered this year.
This date is also Teacher Dedication Sunday and ALL
CHILDREN, YOUTH and ADULT teachers are asked to
be present at the 10:00 a.m. service for this dedication.

⸎
MEN’S BREAKFAST AND STUDY
Resumes Friday, September 7th
6:30 - 7:30 am
The NSUMC Men’s Group meets every Friday morning at 6:30 in the church library– sharing breakfast at every meeting. The group uses the Serendipity Bible and
studies verses selected by that week’s leader. They also
support different mission projects throughout the year. If
you would like to find out more about this group, please
call the church office, 480-948-0529, or just show up for
breakfast! There’s always plenty of food. The group facilitator is Bob Sandblom, 480-560-0933, or contact him at
bobsandblom@gmail.com.
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Monday Evening Women’s Book Study
7:00pm Mondays at Panera Bread Company
on Raintree
Join them on Mondays at 5:30 at Panera bread Company on Raintree.

Monday Evening Women’s Bible Study
7:00pm Mondays in Room 8
All ladies are invited to attend at any time throughout
the entire study. Join us when it works for you! No experience necessary. Friendly fellowship offered!

They are reading “The Family of Jesus” by Karen Kingsbury for the fall. The group resumed on Monday, August
20th. Cathy Sherry is the facilitator of this group.

⸎

⸎

2018-2019 Milestones

Monday Evening
Bible Study Begins
September 10th
The fall session of the Monday
night Bible study group will begin on
September 10th at 7:00 pm. We will
be utilizing Adam Hamilton's study
guide: "Confronting the Controversies-Biblical Perspectives on Tough

Issues."
We would love to add new members and everyone
is welcome to attend some or all of our meetings. The
participant guide consists of 7 sessions on varying topics.
Plan now to be a part of these special sessions with
DVD and guided discussions led by Rev. Leah Bergstrom.

⸎
Wednesday Morning
Bible Study Begins
September 12
Wednesday Morning Bible
Study will meet each Wednesday,
beginning Sept. 12, 2018, from
10:00 -11:30am in room 11. We
will begin a six week session working from the study “When Christians Get It Wrong,” by Adam Hamilton. Vickie Johnson
will be leading the group. She has ordered books and
will bring them to class the first meeting. The books are
$12 each.
If you have any questions, please feel free to email
Vickie at vwessel@gmail.com.

⸎

The NSUMC Milestone Ministry brings an awareness of
the presence of God not only to children but to families
and individuals of all generations through a vital partnership between home and congregation. Our Milestones
Ministry also brings an awareness of God’s presence that
supports the life, love and faith of families and other personal relationships. This process honors “God moments”
as part of the journey of faith.
There are four elements to each Milestone event: naming, equipping, blessing and gifting. We begin by naming
the sacred and ordinary events that we recognize in the
daily life of the individuals and households. They are our
beginnings, ending, transitions, achievements, failures
and rite of passage. We recognize them as our rituals
and traditions that shape our identities and give us a
sense of belonging to the family of God. Equipping brings
the generations together. It builds community, invites
conversation, encourages storytelling and provides information. By blessing the individual, and marking the significant occasions in a worship service, we are declaring
God’s presence in meaningful ways. Gifting is a tangible
item that serves as a reminder or symbol of the occasion
being marked, as well as a resource for the ongoing nurture of faith in daily life.
Milestone Ministry names many of life’s events under
the care, blessing and direction of our gracious God.
Many moments in life are opportunities to claim God’s
redeeming and renewing work in the world and in our
lives. It recognizes children and youth in all situations,
blesses them, is a physical sign and gift to them, and it
weaves our stories with God’s story.
The 2018-19 NSUMC milestone schedule will include:

Blessing of the Backpacks
Church-wide - 8/12/18

Welcoming the Two Year Olds
to Sunday School
9/23/18

Made in the Image of God
for grades 6th-8th - 10/28/18

Beatitude Prayer

for grades 3rd-5th - 11/12/18
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Baptism Anniversaries
Church-wide - 1/6/19

Learning about Communion
for grades 1st-2nd - 2/24/19

Learning the Lord’s Prayer

for PreK & Kindergarten - 3/24/19

Finance

for High School students - 4/28/19

2nd grade Bible Presentation
and Confirmation
- 5/19/19

You are invited to join us in supporting this wonderful
ministry that allows us to celebrate God moments within
the faith journeys of our children and youth.

⸎
Milestone Ministry #1
Blessing of the Backpacks
On Sunday, August 12th, we invited all children and
educators to come forward for a blessing. These students
and educators had hearts full of hopes, uncertainties and
dreams for the new school year. Our pastors offered
hope through prayers for all students to bring their fears,
wonderings, and uncertainties about this new school year
to God.
As a congregation we gave thanks to God for the resources and school supplies that help our children and
students of all ages learn. We thanked God for these his
amazing children and all the adults that are involved in
their education. The pastors then offered a blessing to
the educators, the children of the extended community
and persons of all ages who make a commitment to learn
and to grow.
Additionally, we had nearly five dozen backpack donations offered and blessed. Additional donations included 50 pounds of student supplies. Thank you to our generous congregation!!! Thank you also to, Carey Johnson
for delivering these donations to Vista del Camino Recreation Center in south Scottsdale for underprivileged children.
“School Blessing”
Bless our paper and our pen.
Guide our spirit deep within.
Help us to think and help us play.
This whole school year, day by day.

⸎

COMING Sunday, September 23th…
Milestone Ministry Celebration #2
Welcoming the 2 year olds
to Sunday School and Church
This Milestone Ministry event introduces young children (two year olds) and the adults who care for them to
worship and to Sunday school. We will celebrate this
milestone on Sunday, September 23th, at both the 8:30
and 10:00 services.
Research consistently confirms that a child’s faith is
nurtured by being present in worship and Sunday School.
But as anyone who has children or has worshiped alongside a family with young children knows, this is not always a smooth journey. This Milestone event invites the
unconditional support and the hospitality of the entire
faith community to surround the children and their families.
Please let the two year old teacher or nursery staff
know if you and your toddler will be attending, or email
Terry @ terry@nsumc.com. Thank YOU!
“Children learn especially by example and by trying
things out. Inviting children to participate is the most
powerful way to reach them. Guiding children in worship
passes on to them a heritage of language and image and
gesture by which they can then form their own approach
to God. It is a gift they will be able to draw upon throughout the course of their lives. It is a gift which includes the
clean message that they are absolutely integral to the
community of faith.” Julie Eileen Ryan “Children Worshipping: the Challenges and Gifts,” Worship ‘93, September 1993.

⸎

You Are Invited to Teach Sunday School!
Please consider donating an hour of your week to
help support the next generation. Our church is in need
of Sunday School teachers, and classroom aides for the
2018-2019 school year.
Sharing your love children and God are two very important ingredients for being a Sunday School teacher.
The more teachers we have, the lighter the load is for
every teaching ministry team member. The requirements
are few. You prepare for two one-hour lessons every
month. We give you the curriculum, supplies, and support. You share your faith journey, love of children and
love of God with little ones and big ones (ages two
through high school). It is so very important for us to be
intentional about sharing our faith journeys with the next
generation so that they too can understand and celebrate
God’s grace.
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We specifically will need teachers for:
- 9th-12th Grade class (two teachers needed)
- Godly Play Storytellers (two adults to present the
scripture story)
If you would like more information, please see Terry
Wright OR Carey Johnson on Sunday mornings (in the
Education Office in the East Wing next to Room # 11) or
email her at terry@nsumc.com.
Come be a blessing to others!!!

⸎

SPRING FAMILY CAMP Dates
Save the date! We are scheduled for a weekend at
Mingus Mountain, our UM camping facility on beautiful,
cool Mingus Mountain.

March 29th - March 31st
North Scottsdale United Methodist Church’s is offering
a camping event for all members of the congregation at
our DSW Conference Camp, Mingus Camp near Prescott,
AZ. This camp adventure will be held Friday evening,
March 29th through Sunday, March 31st at 1pm.

This camp will include two nights (Friday and Saturday) and five meals (three meals on Saturday and two on

Sunday). The camp offers cabins with six beds per room
and a bathroom down the hallway. We will share a program on Saturday morning and an outdoor worship service on Sunday.

Sunday School Supplies THANK YOU!
It was a stellar year for our BARGAIN SHOPPERS!
You all were incredibly generous to our NSUMC
classrooms! It has been years since we were able to give
all of our classrooms brand new crayons, markers, glue,
tape and staplers! Your amazing shopping skills allowed
our Sunday School Students to start the year with new
materials! Studies have shown that using updated materials in a classroom supports a positive learning environment! Our teachers and students can’t thank you
enough for making all of these supplies happen!

Children’s Choirs will sing
this month on:
September 9th @ 10:00 - Kids of Grace
September 23rd @ 10:00 - AngeliX
Follow us on Facebook @NSUMCchoirs
AngeliX is looking for teen band members
Volunteer pianist would be appreciated
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CHRISTIANS

Creative Christians

We are once again the CIA “Christians in Action.” Our
mission focus will be on pets and nature. We will find
ways we can help our families, our church family and the
community.
September 7th, our first class, the students will learn our
routine and brainstorm for our future projects. Your input
is valuable. If you know of a need to reach out to, please
stay and give us information. September is a month for us
to reach in and learn to reach out. We will start our journals and be using them for building and planning the future. You know your children best so encourage them to
draw, write or speak their interest. We can also glue information notes and reminders from you to make their time
with us successful.
Creative Christians will share their creativity as we prepare JNN, Jesus Network News fall production on November 4th. We want our congregation to know what we can
do. We can sing, paint, act, and dance, laugh, pray and
praise.
This is my favorite part of Creative Christians. Reaching
in and bringing out gifts and bonding in fellowship. I have
invited all of the church students to audition their abilities
and we will introduce them as “Guest artists.” JNN will be
a novelty collage of creativity.
JNN will be performed November 4th in Fellowship Hall
after second service. Students will work with Ms. Suzy Q
in preparing our meal during class on November 2nd. I
hope to have “super chefs” take a bow for the amazing
food. Please volunteer to help in the kitchen.
Creative Christians need to talk to me immediately as to
what part they would like to play in the production. Here is
a startup list to get your children inspired.
Singers, dancers, actors, sports announcer, lead chef,
technical support, magician, comedian, small group praise
skits, artists, musicians, costuming, talk show reporter, the
sky is the limit. CC students will practice and rehearse the
program during class time.
All guests will need to audition after Sunday school and
then rehearse once. Guest performers are required to
develop their skill and bring their “gift” to the show.
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Creative Christians can choose their talent now and we
will work with them in class and reach out to the congregation to help us with piano, guitar and accompaniment.
Greeters: CC has been asked to serve as greeters on the
5th Sundays of the month:

September 30th
December 30th
March 31st
On those dates, stand at the outside doors in front of the
sanctuary. Look each person in the eyes and say
“Welcome to our church” while shaking their hand. It is
such a beautiful thing to watch when the children serve
as greeters.
These are the party dates for the year: Parties are held
at Janet Flournoy’s home.

Parties:
•
•

•

October 26th - Halloween
November 16th - Thanksgiving
December 21st - Christmas

Productions:
•

•

November 4th - Production in Fellowship
Hall
December 9th - Christmas Sing-A-Long

Snacks:
Please sign-up to bring snacks. The
snack list is on the wall outside the classroom door. Bring only healthy food. Please
sign up or send a $20 gift card to pay for a
semester of snacks. Thank you!
Field Trips:
•
•

Trip to Arizona animal shelter TBA
December 21st - Caroling

We will continue serving the church as the CIA investigators. We will always search for opportunities to share,
care, and love as we PRAISE GOD AND HAVE FUN.
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Veterans Initiatives We have partnered with Veterans
Court to provide Bus Pass cards and other support to proWe continue to provide meals twice a month for the women vide clothes and shoes for interviews. We also support the
who are living at the Halle Women’s Center. Note the word Operation Stand Down effort for Veterans each year.
“living.” It is so exciting that these homeless women have a
place to stay while they get their lives back in order, find a Bottled water for the homeless We provide bottled
job and move to permanent housing! Our support contin- water for the Homeless during the summer. Last year we
ues to be important as they work through all the challenges provided two pallets of bottled water.
they face so keep the food coming! Please continue to MISSION NOTES:
help stock our freezer during the summer…..we desperately need food contributions [(frozen mixed vegetables, ham- All the above projects are not funded directly by the church,
burger patties), oreo cookies, jars of dill pickle slices, but rely on donations from the church populous, guests,
sliced Jalapenos, as well as condiments such as may- and members, through contributions in the collection plate,
onnaise ketchup, and mustard]. If you would rather or contributing through your online giving. You can give all
just donate cash, please put it in an envelope, mark it for of your church contribution, or a portion of it to the project
this project, and drop it in the collection plate, mail it or drop you choose. The remainder will go to the general Church
it off in the church office. You may leave grocery items in fund. Just be sure to designate what percentage you
the church kitchen (marked for Halle Center) or in the would like to specify toward Missions. For help with this,
freezer there designated for this purpose. If you are inter- please call the church @ (480) 948-0529 and talk with Canested in seeing the new site and volunteering to help serve dace Huey, our Church Office/Business Manager on how to
dinner, contact Marilyn Gray at kumama@cox.net or Rich arrange it through your online giving. If you write a check
Jensen at richardwjensen@yahoo.com. Remember, the for your giving, you can designate what portion of it you
homeless don’t go on vacation or leave the area for the would like to have go to “Mission Committee” or one of its
summer, so keep the help coming and thanks so much!
specific programs, in the memo portion of your check.

HALLE WOMEN’S CENTER (operated by UMOM)

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES
We are still collecting books and magazines for the VA and
jail libraries. Please continue to bring donations to the Mission Table in Fellowship Hall.

DONATE EYE GLASSES
How many pairs of eye glasses do you have stuck in the
back of a drawer? Pull them out and bring them to the Mission Table. They will be donated to the Lions Vision Program in honor of David Walter.

OTHER MISSION NEWS
A place where our people are making a difference!
Many thanks to the people who faithfully donate books and
magazines to the Maricopa County jails through the church.
Our gifts do not go unappreciated or unused. The church
received a letter from the Library Manager for Maricopa
County’s jails thanking us for what we have given them. We
have helped the inmates and help the library by allowing
funds that would otherwise go towards acquisition of materials, to improve services instead. Thanks to your donations
there is no cost to our Church to provide this service.
Church volunteers do the work and deliver these items.
Emergency Response Teams (ERTs) We support individuals serving on ERT’s with expense stipends. A group
of Mission members is headed back to Texas soon to continue helping with the rebuilding process.

Commemorate a
special event or
honor someone
special…
Donate flowers for Worship on a Sunday. Honor that special occasion or special someone and sign up today! See the calendar of dates
and envelopes for your donation located on the display next to the UMW booth in Fellowship Hall. There
are lots of dates available to choose from. You may
drop off your donation envelope in the collection plate or
in the office.
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY
SEPTEMBER 2018
The General Board of Church and Society have developed a series of Faith and
Fact Cards about various social issues.
Each month we would like to highlight one of these.
Each fact card has four sections: What do the facts say;
What does the Bible say; What does the United Methodist
Church say; What do you do/say? If you would like to look
at all of them visit the Board of Church and Society’s web
site www.umcjustice.org.

GUN VIOLENCE
What the Facts say:
Though attracting widespread media attention, mass
shootings account for less than 1% of firearm deaths annually in the United States.
In 2016, Arizona had 1085 firearm related deaths.
68% were related to suicide; 28% to homicide. Suicide is
the cause of 92% of the firearm related deaths among
seniors.
Researchers conservatively estimate that gun violence
costs the U.S. economy $229 billion per year in medical
treatment, criminal justice proceedings, corrections, security precautions, and reductions in quality of life. U.S. taxpayers carry half of these costs.
Violence against women and girls worldwide is indisputably linked to small arms, which include revolvers and
assault weapons. The best strategies related to reducing
intimate-partner violence include stronger gun ownership
regulations, policies that raise awareness about the danger of firearms in homes, and interventions to change cultural attitudes towards guns in relations to concepts of
masculinity.
What the Bible and The United Methodist Church say:
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, ‘Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.’”
Matthew 5:43-44
God deplores violence in our homes and streets, rebukes the world’s warring madness, humbles the powerful
and lifts up the lowly. And so shall we.
Whether it happens in the towns of northeastern Nigeria, a suburb in the United States, the streets of Australia,
or an office in France, gun violence has become an all-too
-frightening phenomenon. We need the reality of Micah’s
vision more than ever. In Micah’s vision genuine peace
and security are given to all people by God after the weapons of violence are transformed. Culture as well as weapons will be transformed.
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Three Things You Can Do:
Facts say:

What the

Talk about the impact of gun violence nationally, internationally, and in your local context. Host church and
community conversations; join ecumenical and interfaith
partnerships; walk alongside local gun violence survivors
and encourage them to share their stories.
Advocate for laws that prevent and reduce gun violence, including universal background checks, ratification
of the Arms Trade Treaty, banning concealed firearms on
school campuses, and ensuring all guns are sold through
licensed gun retailers.
Join the GBCS End Gun Violence network: visit
www.umcjustice.org. Learn more about the economic
realities of your community and discuss with your church
and conference leaders how to expand justice ministries
that not only meet the immediate needs of your neighbors
but together tackle the root causes of hunger and poverty.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN MORE OR BECOME
PART OF THE DSC TASK FORCE? Contact Gun Violence Awareness; Gerry Hills; g.hills1962@gmail.com

DESERT SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE
CHURCH AND SOCIETY TASK FORCES
The Conference has eight task forces addressing
important issues in our community. They are always
looking for individuals who share this passion and would
like to help guide our conference response. If one of
these issues strikes a cord, contact the chairman for more
information about how you can become involved.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anti-Human Trafficking; Lynn Wallasky;
lynn.wallasky@gmail.com
Children and Poverty; Patty Ed; pattye2.0@gmail.com
Earth Care; Wendy Kreider; wkreider@earthlink.net
Economic Inequality; Dan Sagramosa; dansagramosa@cox.net
Gun Violence Awareness; Gerry Hills;
g.hills1962@gmail.com
Immigration; Ella Rawls; ellarawls@gmail.com
Arizona Justice for Our Neighbors; Chris Spencer;
dspencer7@icloud.com
Prison/Criminal Justice Reform; Dean Richardson;
jdrich@cox.net

FY 17-18 OPIOID EMERGENCY
RESPONSE REPORT
You may remember that the opioid crisis was an area of
focus for NSUMC Church and Society. The following is a
brief update on how Arizona is addressing this important
issue. The ADHS released their 2017 Arizona Opioid
Emergency Response Report last week. The report confirms that there’s been real progress as a result of the
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policy interventions from a host of organizations in the
public health and health care sectors, health insurance,
EMS, and law enforcement sectors in the last few
years… but that there’s clearly more work to do. More
time will also be required for the existing interventions to
mature and yield results.
The summary portion of the report is about 30 pages longbut the real meat of the report is in the Appendices. Many
of you will be particularly interested in Appendix I and J at
the very end of the report. Here are some of the findings:
 There were 949 overdose deaths in the FY 17-18
timeframe which is a 20% increase from 2016 and a 109%
increase since 2012.
 Heroin was responsible for 51% of the growth in opioid deaths over the last 5 years.
 The number of opioid prescriptions filled in AZ declined 40% last fiscal year.
 The percent of patients receiving referrals to behavioral health or substance abuse treatment services after an
overdose increased from 45% in June 2017 to 73% in
May 2018.
Naloxone is becoming much more common in the community, among EMS and law enforcement.

HAVE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?

While it is too late to register to vote in the primary elections, there is still time for the general elections in November. Voting is your right, privilege and responsibility.
To qualify for voter registration in Arizona, you must:
Be a U.S. citizen.
Be a resident of the Arizona county listed on your registration.
Be at least 18 years old on or before the date of the
next general election.
NOT disqualified from voting at this time due to felony
conviction(s).*.
NOT be declared "incompetent" by a court.
To register to vote in Arizona by mail or in person, you will
need:
A completed Arizona Voter Registration Form . You
can pick up a form at your local County Recorder.
Proof of your U.S. citizenship, such as a photocopy of
your: Birth certificate. U.S. passport.

To register on line, visit https://www.dmv.org/azarizona/voter-registration.php

Click here on this link to find the Arizona Opioid Emergency Response Report.

SUITCASE INITIATIVE
Church & Society Committee will
be buying and filling suitcases again
this fall. The suitcases will be filled
and given to OCJ Kids for young people aging out of foster care at 18. Many of the youth leave with nothing but a
sack carrying the few belongings they have. They are so
appreciative of your generosity and the care that goes into
this project. Last year we were able to donate 85 suitcases full of useful items to help them get started on their
own.
Thanks to all who have been very generous in the
past….it is very much appreciated. If you would like to
help with this project cash donations are preferred so we
can fill each suitcase with the same items. Mark your
check “Suitcase Initiative” and put it in the collection plate
on Sunday.

Are you interested in
learning about
membership at NSUMC?
If you’ve been wanting to learn
more about becoming a member of
NSUMC, there will be one more official
opportunity this year. The next informational orientation
will be held on October 3rd.
If you have questions about attending this meeting or anything related to becoming a member, please feel
free to contact Terri Wicker at tmajor421@gmail.com .
October Orientation Wednesday10/3/18
Joining Sunday is 10/14/18

You can RSVP to the church office either through
email at office@nsumc.com or by phone at 480-948-0529
if you would like to attend. It helps us to know ahead how
many to plan for, but you can also just come if you’re not
sure of your schedule until the last minute.
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UMW 2018-2019
Dinner Out
Schedule
September 10th, 2018
October 8th, 2018
November 12th, 2018
December 10th, 2018
January 14th, 2019
February 11th, 2019
March 11th, 2019
April 8th, 2019
May 13, 2019

California Pizza Kitchen Scottsdale Road & Golddust
Village Tavern - Scottsdale Rd.
& Doubletree
Olive Garden - Cactus &
Paradise Valley Pky
Ornament Exchange
@ Starfire Resort - Hayden &
Cholla
Charleston’s - Scottsdale Rd.
& Bell/Frank Lloyd Wright
Mimi’s Café - Shea & 90th St.
Manuel’s - 90th St. & Mountain
View
Wally’s American Grill
-Doubletree & 76th St.
Cheesecake Factory
- Scottsdale Rd. & Greenway

All Dinner Out’s start at 5:30, on the second Monday of
the month
Contact Cindy Bryant @ 602-900-5512 for reservations

Beginning Handbells will be meeting at
4:00 on Sundays in the Choir Room

Monthly Prayer for Churches
We are encouraged to pray monthly for the
churches and pastors of the Central East
District of the Desert Southwest Conference.

For September:
Sun Lakes UMC
St. Paul’s UMC, Globe
St. Matthew UMC, Mesa
Spirit of Joy UMC, Coolidge

ACOLYTE TRAINING
On Sunday, September 16, 2018,
there will be an Acolyte training session @11:15am in the Sanctuary.
Children interested in participating in
the acolyte program at NSUMC are invited to attend.
Please contact, Kirsty Klobucar, by email
(kklobucar6@gmail.com) or text 202-302-1192, if you and
your child would like to come for the training. Please Include
the name and age of your child in your text.
I am looking forward to working with your children in assisting with this important part of our worship service.
Kirsty Klobucar, Acolyte Coordinator

SUNDAY OCTOBER 7th!

Beginning Handbells will be
meeting at 4:00 on Sundays in the choir room.
You will learn the mechanics and basic techniques of ringing. Knowledge of reading music is
helpful, but not necessary.
Contact Joyce Nolan at
aznolans@cox.net for information.
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United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the global ministries of the church.
Membership is open to any woman with the desire to belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in the global mission of the church through United Methodist Women.
For information on joining the North Scottsdale UMW, contact Cindy Bryant, 602-900-5512 or email
cindybryant@cox.net.

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship
SEPTEMBER 2018 UMW Events
Monday, September 10th at 5:30
(2nd Monday of each month)
Dinner Out at California Pizza Kitchen (Scottsdale
Rd. and Gold Dust)
Contact Cindy Bryant at 602-900-5512 for information
Wednesday, September 12th at 4:00
(2nd Wednesday of each month)
Halle Women’s Center—Volunteers serve dinner
Contact Cheryl Vieth @ 602-867-7079 if you would
like to volunteer
Thursday, September 13th at 9:00am
(2nd Thursday of each month)
New Day Circle meets in Room #11
Contact Betty Hosmer @ 602-448-6013 for information
Friday, September 14th at 10:30
(2nd Friday of each month)
Card Outreach Ministry
Contact Cindy Bryant @ 602-900-5512 for information

Sunday, September 16th

UMW Meeting & Lunch in Fellowship Hall after the 2nd
Service. UMW will provide lunch and the guest
speaker will be Rob Rynders, who will be talking about
the book he co-authored entitled The Sacred SecularHow God is Using the World to Shape the Church.

Sunday, September 16th at 1:00 (meet in the library)
(3rd Sunday of each month)
Needle Arts
Contact Joyce Nolan @ 602-690-8383 for information
Thursday, September 20th at 12:30
(3rd Thursday of each month)
Brown Bag Bookies—This month’s selection is That
Used to Be Us by Thomas Friedman and Michael
Mandelbaum.
Contact Joyce Nolan @ 602-690-8383 for information
Friday, September 28th at 9:00am
(last Friday of each month)
Card Ministry
Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436

Easy ways to support North Scottsdale United Methodist Women
that don’t cost you extra money:


The Fry’s Community Rewards Program at www.FrysCommunityRewards.com —Group number 84462



Mission Basket: Donate travel size toiletries and other small personal care items for the Wesley Community
Center.



Volunteer to help serve or provide food for the women at the Halle Center once a month on the 2nd Wednesday. The next dinner will be on September 12th. ALSO: Donate food or drop off frozen vegetables or hamburger patties at the church, and put them in the designated freezer in the kitchen.

