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Conversations with a Skeptic 
There is an old sitcom trope in which a person, in defending their lack of bias, says something to 

the effect of, “I don’t discriminate against ____________! Some of my best friends are 
____________!” It’s a played-out, two-dimensional, and unfunny bit.  

Now, that being prefaced, allow me to indulge you with this; I don’t discriminate against skeptics 
and atheists! Some of my closest friends are skeptics and atheists! Over the past few years, I’ve de-
veloped a number of strong friendships with people who don’t subscribe to the same spiritual code 
that I live towards. I have Hindi friends, Buddhist friends, Sikh friends, Mormon friends, Muslim 
friends, and even one or two Baptists that I would be willing to claim. But of all of these diverse 
friendships, it is the friends who are humanist/atheist who have challenged me to think more critically 
about my words, and my actions, as I claim to be a follower of Jesus (and I mean “challenge” in the 
most complimentary way possible!).  

And why is this? Because at the root of skepticism is ultimate curiosity, not disinterest. So what is 
skepticism, exactly? Skeptic Magazine Editor Michael Shermer defines it this way. “Skepticism is the 
rigorous application of science and reason to test the validity of any and all claims…Skeptics ques-
tion the validity of a particular claim by calling for evidence to prove or disprove it…When we skep-
tics hear a fantastic claim, we say, ‘That’s interesting, show me the evidence for it.’” 

So, when a friend asks me why I choose to have faith in a divine source, I know they are not ask-
ing me to try to corner me or to trick me, but because they are genuinely interested in learning about 
how I came to the conclusions that have formed my view of the world. Now, here’s where things get 
sticky; if I haven’t thought about it, if I haven’t personally wrestled with what I believe, and how the 
faith I hold has been formed, then I end up looking the fool. Not simply because of a lack of empirical 
evidence (which I fully admit pieces of my faith lack), but because as a grown man, I don’t have an 
explanation for the reason of my own hope.  

Unfortunately, that is the story with many who follow Jesus; they believe, but if you were to ask 
them ‘why’, they would-
n’t be able to give a 
clear answer. We have 
adopted the faith of our 
families, only to find that 
many of us don’t know 
what we have signed on 
for.  

   That’s why I’m so glad 
we  are  offering  the 
sermon  series; 
“Conversations  with  a 
Skeptic,”  to kick off our 
Fall  season  teaching 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Thank you to everyone 
who has been so kind in 
their expressions of 
sympathy for the recent 
death of my husband, 
Denis Bobka.  Your 
prayers, thoughts, 
cards, hugs and condo-
lences are very much 
appreciated.      
             Chris Montgomery 

Every month there are so 
many people to be grateful for that I’m not sure where to start.  

Scott Battershall received his Bachelor of Science degree at 
A.S.U. in Political Science.   

Bryan and Stephanie Leffingwell welcomed their new baby 
boy, Colton Richard on February 9, 2015. 

Brian and Melissa Koepke welcomed their new baby girl, 
Kinsley Jane on August 20, 2015. 

    This month is the birthday 
of a very gifted musician in our 
church. Al Gould has played his 
accordion for us many times, 
and we have been so blessed. 
He spent years entertaining 
members in the service with his 
accordion and was even invited 
to Korea last year to perform 
there again.  

Returning from the service, 
he not only founded the Gould 
School of Music in Janesville, 
Wisconsin, but he was also 
such a prominent artist that the 
Giulietti Accordion Corporation 
used him to advertise their  
accordions.  

Praise God for all the  
wonderful people in our congre-
gation!       Donna Marie 

From the Giulietti Ad: “Al Gould, Promi-
nent Wisconsin Artist and 100% Giuliette 
Dealer plays Giulietti Accordions . . . The 
Ultimate In Accordion for the Classical or 
Progressive Jazz Artist” 
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schedule. While the title says ‘skeptic’ have no doubt, this is about thinking critically about what we 
claim as Christians. Think of it less as a series about how to convert a Skeptic (which is absolutely 
not what the teaching series is intended for), and more of a series about how to talk to your thought-
ful and curious friends about the difficult questions of Faith. If, by happenstance, a skeptic of Christi-
anity hears our lessons and makes a declaration of faith, then what a serendipitous moment that will 
be! But again, that is not our goal in the series. The fact of the matter is I continue to have skeptic 
and atheist friends because I do not try to twist their arms into faith by some sort of straw man argu-
ment, or some bait and switch programming effort. Rather, I respect them. I allow them their own 
journey in life. If and when they ask me about my faith, I am more than happy to share my experi-
ences and faith journey.  

Does that sound strange from a pastor? I hope not. I hope that you see that in ministry, there is 
more to our work than theological debate and deductive apologetics. Holistic ministry calls us (the 
priesthood of believers – that includes you by the way) to live alongside people, and to work together 
for the common good of all. This is what restoration is about – not an arm-drag into faith, but a jour-
ney in life with others, being a catalyst to the reconciling of all things.  

Ministries like Doubt Night (starting again this month, too) and Theology On Tap are places 
where, ideally, people of faith meet with people of different worldviews to commune and to dream 
together. There, Christians can encounter the unique faith of those who do not claim to be religious, 
and in turn, they can share their very real doubts as people of faith. In the end, our human-ness is 
what has the greatest potential to bring us together. I think that is something God has always intend-
ed.  

(I’d go more into how doubt makes us better at following Jesus, but I’d rather tease it and have 
you join us for a Doubt Night sometime this Fall.)  

_______________________________ 

1  h p://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael‐shermer/what‐is‐skep cism‐ any way_b_2581917.html 
2 1 Peter 3:5 
3  2 Corinthians 5:11‐21 
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Suitcase Initiative 2015 
Foster children who age out of the system often leave with their few belongings bundled into a 

black trash bag. Our Suitcase Initiative offers a gift of love and hope from our congregation to these 
new adults who face their future with no resources, no family, and no further means of support. 

This year is our third Suitcase Initiative.  The success of the first two amazed everyone, as our 
membership responded with extraordinary generosity. We bought and filled 45 roller-bag suitcases 
last year:  25 bags for boys and 20 bags for girls.  Church members also donated just under $1,000, 
making it possible to purchase additional items. 

We will begin taking donations of new items and funds to purchase new suitcases, through the 
last week of September.  Church and Society will have a table in the Fellowship Hall.  

Donation Items Needed 

 Toiletries, personal items (deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush, bar soap, shampoo, etc.); 

 Towels, wash cloths and socks; 

 Medium size pillow; 

 Blanket – full or queen size; 

 Bus passes, gas cards; 

 Gift cards (Walmart, Target, Westcor, Fry’s, Safeway, etc.); 

 Gift certificates (chain hair salons and barbershops, etc.); 

 Flash drive/pen drive; 

 Small first aid kit; 

 Grooming items (shaving kit, nail clippers, comb, brush, 
etc.); 

 Note pads, pencils, pens; 

 Day planner, Bible;  

 Donations for roller bags - $20. 

 Join Us In Becoming a Member of  
North Scottsdale UMC 

 
Our next Reception of New Members Sunday will be September 27, 2015 at both services.  

We will offer a New Member Orientation and Dinner on September 16 from 6:00-7:00 p.m., 
where you can get acquainted with our church, have any of your questions answered, and tour the 
church. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor David at PastorDavid@nsumc.com or Laura 
Brownfield at lbrownfield2@cox.net. Won’t you join us? 
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After months of planning and preparation, 
North Scottsdale’s Student Ministry is relaunch-
ing this Fall with a new identity, a new schedule, 
and a new vision for serving teens and their fam-
ilies in the church and community.  

The Student Ministry will be called Grass-
roots Student Ministries – taking the concept of 
incarnational ministry to create a genuine move-
ment that begins and ends with relationships 
over programming.  

While there will be numerous ways for the 
students of this ministry to serve, worship, and 
spiritually grow, it will also be a focus of the min-
istry to foster healthy relationships for the teens 
– both peer and inter-generationally.  

Sarah Cushman, NSUMC’s Youth Director, 
has developed a personalized Sunday School 
curriculum for the students in grades 6-12 this 
year.  

With a large influx of junior high students an-
ticipated, there will be an added focus on creat-
ing foundational encounters for the students as 
they move through adolescence and their own 
faith journeys.  

As with our ministries with youth of all ages, 
volunteers are always needed, in both Sunday 
School and monthly events.  

If you are interested in learning more about 
how you can be a blessing to this generation of 
students, please contact Sarah Cushman for de-
tails.  

This year looks to be a banner year of growth 
for our student ministries, and your support of it 
is needed now more than ever. 

1  Geoff Blobaum 
    Becky Bussey 
    Rosalie Cawley 
    John Chase III 
    Nina Shore 
2  Bill Cawley 
    Norm Cocanour 
    Wes Crompton Jr. 
    Roxie Helbert 
    Evelyn Martin 
    Cindy Tigges 
3   Bob Bergstrom 
    Jennifer Bridwell 
    Alisa Gould 
    Paul Hutchinson IV 
    Patrick Jordan 
4  Nancy Litteral 
    Amanda Schertz 
5  Summer Hutchinson 
    Bonnie Rohrbach 
7  Zachary Gould 
    Dave McBride 
9  Judy Elenbaas 
    Maia Higgins 
    Juliette Klobucar 
10 Nd Abarikwu 
    Michael Fitzmaurice 
    Del Johnston 
    Heather Rohrbach 
11 Andrew Fisher 
    Charlene Kai 
    Jenn Lorenzi 
    Cole Stanton 
12 Clair Gappa 
    Angie Heinzerling 
    Curtis Keen 
    David Tadano 
13 Harrison Karastury 
    Bob Moore 
    Dorothy Pelton 
    Barbara Rodriguez 
    Rosanne Sanchez-   
       Albright   
    Joe Tadano                               
14 Duane Church 
    Jane Pearson 
 
 
 

15 Nicole Hansen 
      Holly Rymer 
    Mid Van Pelt 
    Karen Ward 
16 Brian Koepke 
17 Dana Bond 
    Dena Chambliss 
    Joyce Jones 
18 Sue Demaine 
    Jaya Singh 
    Beau Ware 
    Stan Wilcox 
19 Jason Fairfield 
    Leo Nolan 
20 Stanley Das 
    Alex Gibson 
    Beth Gittelson 
    Paula Wolter 
21 Philip Gleason 
    Al Gould 
    Chris Montgomery 
22 Ronald Bailey 
    Jake Catalfio 
    Eli Cushman 
    Julianne Tomassini 
23 Danika Bussey 
    Gerri Darnill 
24 Bettie Crawford 
     Alex Romero 
25 Ray Litteral 
    Nate Smith 
    John Whitley 
26 John Dahlin 
    Bill Pillow 
    Judy Ward 
    Chuck Wright 
27 Caiden Willis 
28 Ogbonna Abarikwu 
    Jane Ackerman 
    Curt Miaso 
29 John Doede 
    Denise Lorenzi 
30 Laura Brownfield 

            ______________________ 

Reminders - Kids’ After-school activities: 

Creative Christians - Tuesdays, 3:30 to 5:30. 
Christian Youth Theater - Wednesdays, 4 to 8. 
Boy Scout Troop #109 - Mondays, 7 to 8:30. 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
GOD D .  The GOD Deed recipients for July were the families and staff at the Eck-
stein Center Hospice of the Valley.  Mary and Dave Hinnant, Ben Bachus, Jane Pear-
son and Betty Hosmer delivered restaurant gift cards for families, and cake and cook-
ies for the staff on August 1.  In August, we provided supplies to school nurses at Son-
oran Sky and Mohave schools.   

In September, we will host an ice cream truck and give away free ice cream.  We are 
still finalizing the location, day and time.  Look for an update in the bulletin or an-
nouncements.  We are looking for volunteers to assist with the event.  It could be a 
great family activity.  Interested?  Contact Jane Pearson at janepearson@cox.net. 

T  O  A .    Helping youth in foster care obtain meaningful 
employment is often tied to successful completion of educational programs. For some 
youth, as they approach or pass age 18, it starts with completing the GED.  The Trinity 
Opportunity Alliance (TOA) has recently begun work with the AZ Keys to Success Pro-
gram, affiliated with AZ Friends of Foster Children Foundation, and the Maricopa Com-
munity Colleges Bridging Success Initiative to develop a program to bring much need-
ed academic tutoring to these young people. For many of them, math is the one part of 
the GED that they have trouble passing.  NSUMC is addressing this need by matching 
volunteer math tutors with prospective youth in care, providing study resources for both 
youth and tutor, and locating safe and convenient places in which to work together.   If 
you are interested in learning more about this exciting program contact: Jo Stieg at 
rhs70@cox.net 

The Trinity Opportunity Alliance mission is “Businesses, nonprofits and churches offer-
ing young adults opportunities to move from foster care to thriving adulthood.” Program 
Manager Janice Grandy would like to talk to congregation or family members who work 
at UPS or Wells Fargo. Contact her at 480-227-7668 (call or text).  

M  T .  Ever wanted to join a team of United Methodists on a mission trip – 
either domestic or international?  The Conference is interested in developing a coordi-
nated approach to develop and deploy trained teams.  These include medical, con-
struction, evangelism/nurturing and Bible Schools.   There will be five Leadership 
Training opportunities in the next several months.  These workshops will offer practical 
guidance in leading mission teams, building connections, partnerships, and communi-
cation modalities.  For more information contact Lorraine and Mike Eyer at (623) 810-
5600 or clnmwe@gmail.com. 

We are looking for a volunteer to coordinate our mission team activities.  Interested?  
Contact Jane Pearson at janepearson@cox.net.   

UMOM W  D .  Our new freezer is empty! Help fill it with hamburger pat-
ties and mixed vegetables.   We are asking for volunteers to be on a rotation to serve 
and/or donate food.  Volunteer forms are available at the Mission table in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  This is a very important ministry of our church.  It is truly putting our faith into 
action by serving the most vulnerable among us.  Please help! 

B   V .  We collect books and magazines and deliver them to the Phoenix 
VA Hospital.  They add them to their library for the pleasure of the patients and their 
families.  Clean out your book cases and bring your books to the Mission Table. 
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North Scottsdale United Methodist Church,  
Committee on Church and Society Presents 

A FORUM ON MASS INCARCERATION  
AND FOR-PROFIT PRISONS 

Sunday, October 18, 2015 

11:30 AM- 3:00 PM 

At NSUMC 
 

Featured Speakers: 
 

Atty. Dianne Post—Legal Redress, Maricopa County NAACP 

Rev. Robert Holliday—Pastor, St. James UMC, Tucson, AZ 

Atty. Amy Halpern Laff—AZ Justice Alliance 
 

A light lunch will be provided at no cost, at 11:30 AM  
with program to follow at noon.  Contact Wanda Lamm at 

 480-609-0410 or dlwkl@cox.net for your lunch reservation. 
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SAVE THESE DATES! 
Memorial Garden Dedication 
The Columbarium and Memorial Garden will be 

dedicated on Sunday, October 18 after the 10 am service. 
Bishop Bob Hoshibata will preside.  

The Memorial Garden will offer several options as 
a final resting place. For those who choose cremation, 
there will be single and double niches in the Columbarium 
or an area for scattering ashes. For people who are bur-
ied elsewhere but want to be remembered at NSUMC, 
there will be a memorial wall with plaques available. 

Education Fair Sunday and Games and Ice Cream Social 

  Sunday, September 20  

This intergenerational event is returning by popular demand.  Bring a favorite board game and en-
joy delicious ice cream with toppings in Fellowship Hall. 

North Scottsdale UMC and Desert Mission UMC Hayride!  
                                            Saturday, October 10 at 5:30 pm                 
          NSUMC is hosting a hayride, complete with horses, a bonfire, hot dogs, and music!   

  
All ages are invited to enjoy 
the beauty of the desert, 
Christian fellowship, and 
great food at MacDonald’s 
Ranch, 26540 North Scotts-
dale Road (south of Scotts-
dale Road and Jomax). 
Desert Mission UMC will join 
us for this special event. 
Mark your calendar now and 
sign up in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

 
    

       

           SAVE LIVES—GIVE BLOOD  
North Scottsdale United Methodist Church 
Sunday, October 11 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 
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United Methodist Women is a community of women whose 
purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative 
supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

Membership is open to any woman with the desire to be-
long, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in the 
global mission of the church through United Methodist Wom-
en.  For information on how you can join North Scottsdale 
UMW, contact  Cindy Bryant, 480‐922‐1145, cindybry‐
ant@cox.net.  

Easy ways to support North 
Scottsdale UMW that don’t  

cost extra money! 
 Fry’s Community Rewards Program: Time to 

renew.  Group number is 84462. 
www.FrysCommunityRewards.com 

 Albertsons Community Rewards: Pick up a 
card on the UMW Cart. 

 Escrip: Register your credit card at 
. Group number is 500044649. 

 Mission Basket:  Donate travel size toiletries 
and other small personal care items for 
Watkins Shelter and Wesley Community 
Center. 

 Campbell’s Labels for Wesley Community 
Center:  Save your Campbell’s labels and 
place them in the envelope on the UMW Cart 
in the Fellowship Hall.  They will help purchase 
educational equipment and other items for 
programs at Wesley Community Center. 

 Watkins Women’s Shelter:  Place recently read 
magazines, address labels removed, in the 
green basket on the wire shelves in the 
kitchen.   

 Help serve and provide food for Watkins. 

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 5  

Opportunities  
for Service and 

Fellowship 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 9, Serve dinner at 
Watkins Shelter.  Contact Cheryl Vieth at 602-
867-7079 for details and to volunteer. 

Thursday, Sept. 10. 12:30–2:00. New Day 
Circle. Contact Betty Hosmer, 480-860-8727. 

Sunday, Sept. 13. Welcome Back!  
Lunch provided at 11:15.  
All women of the church are invited. 
Information on Operation Christmas Child will 
be available. 

Sunday, Sept. 20. 1:00–4:00. Needle Arts. 
Contact Cherri Escobar. 

Friday, Sept. 25. 9:00-11:00. Card Ministry at 
Janet Flournoy’s home. Contact Janet, 480-
650-6436. 

Thursday, Oct. 1  9:00. Meet at the church 
to carpool to tour Golden Gate Community 
Center. 
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September 6     8:30AM  10:00AM 
 

Greeters  John & Jane Dahlin Patty Hastings, Mike Hair 
   Jane Ackerman 
Ushers  Chris Moore  Rich Jensen, Kevin Kosan 
   Ed & Ruth Schmelzel  
Liturgist  Jo Steig  Tom Weaver 
Coffee Fellowship: Staff Parish Relations Committee 
 

September 13  8:30AM  10:00AM 
 

Greeters  John & Jane Dahlin Patty Hastings, Mike Hair 
   Jane Ackerman 
Ushers  Chris Moore  Rich Jensen, Kevin Kosan 
 Joanne Battershall Ed & Ruth Schmelzel  
Liturgist  Marilyn Gray  Marlys Rogers 
Coffee Fellowship: Stewardship/Church & Society 
 

September 20 8:30AM  10:00 AM  
 

Greeters  Marilyn Gray  Nancy Hansen, Charlene Prince 
 Betty Hosmer  Brenda Hitesman 
Ushers  Don New  Johnny Ware, Emily Duncan 
 Jane Pearson  Duane and Sandy Church 
   John and Roxie Helbert 
Liturgist  Carol Wilson  Ogbonna Abarikwu 
Coffee Fellowship: United Methodist Women 
 

September 27 8:30AM  10:00AM  
 

Greeters  Marilyn Gray  Nancy Hansen, Charlene Prince 
 Betty Hosmer  Brenda Hitesman 
Ushers  Joanne Battershall Johnny Ware, Emily Duncan 
 Jane Pearson  Gary Vieth, Kevin Kosan 
   John and Roxie Helbert 
Liturgist  Perry Sells  Bob Bergstrom 
Coffee Fellowship: Worship Committee 
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  1 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

Christians 
6:30  Cub Scouts 
7:00  N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers   

AA 

 

2 
 
4:00 Christian Youth                
         Theater 
 
6:00 Board of Trustees 
 
7:00  Chancel Choir  
        rehearsal 

3 
 
 
7:00   Adult Children of  

Alcoholics 
 
7:00   Handbell Choir 
 
 
 

4 
 
5:00 Christian Youth  

        Theater 

5 
 
12:00 Christian 
Youth Theater 

6 
 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
 
8:30   Creative Studio 
 
9:30    Kids of Grace 
 
10:00  Sunday School 
 
11:15  AngeliX 
 
11:30 grassroots 

7 
 
Labor Day - 
Office Closed. 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
 
7:00  Boy  Scouts 

 

8 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  
         Christians 
5:30  Stewardship Com 
6:30   Finance Com 
6:30   Church & Society 
6:30   Education Com 
7:00   Mission Com 
7:00   N.A. 
8:00 Church Council 
8:00  Dime Droppers 
 

9 
 
10:00  Women’s Bible  
          Study 
 
4:00 Christian Youth  
         Theater 
 
4:30  UMOM Serves at 

Watkins Center 
 
7:00   Chancel Choir 
           Rehearsal 

10 
 
12:30  New Day Circle 
 
6:00   Doubt Night 
 
6:30   Endowment  

Committee 
 
7:00   Handbell Choir 

Rehearsal 
 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 

11 
 
6:30 Men’s Breakfast 

and Study 
 
6:00 Christian Youth 

Theater 

12 
 
7 - 9AM  Weed & 
Garden Club 
 
 
12:00 Christian  
       Youth Theater 
 
2:00 Sons of Italy 

13  
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:30   Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:15  Angelix 
11:30  UMW  

Luncheon 
11:30  grassroots 
7:00  Spirit of the 

Desert - High 
Holy Days 

 

14 
8:30 - 1:30 Spirit of 

the Desert High 
Holy Days 

10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morn-

ing Book Study 
5 - 9PM  Mars Hill  
5:30  Bible Study at 

Paradise Bak-
ery 

7:00  Women’s Bible 
Study 

7:00   Boy Scouts 

15 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30 Creative Christians 
4:30 Serve at Watkins 

Center 
6:30  Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
6:30  SPRC 
7:00   N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

16 
 
10:00  Women’s Bible  
          Study 
4:00  Christian Youth  
         Theater 
6:00   New Members 

Orientation  
Dinner 

6:00  Staff Parish  
Relations 

7:00   Chancel Choir 

17 
 
6:00   Beta Sigma Phi 
 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 
7:00  Handbell  Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

18 
 
6:30 Men’s Breakfast 

and Study 
 
5:00 Christian Youth 

Theater 
 

19 
 
9:00 Piece Makers 

 
12:00 Christian     
  Youth Theater 

20Ministry 
Fair Sunday 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:30 - 11:30  Ministry 

Fair 
9:30 Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
Ice Cream Social 
11:15  AngeliX 
11:30 grassroots 
1 - 4PM  Needle Arts 

21 
10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morn-

ing Book Club 
5 :00  Mars Hill  
5:30  Bible Study at 

Paradise Bak-
ery 

7:00  Women’s Bible 
Study 

7:00   Boy Scouts 

22 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30 Creative Christians 
5:30  Spirit of the Desert 

High Holy Day 
6:30  Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
6:30  Worship Com. 
7:00   N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

23 
8:30AM - 10PM  Spirit 

of the Desert 
Rosh Hashanah 

10:00  Women’s Bible  
          Study 
4:00 Christian Youth  
          Theater 
4:00   Men’s Golf  
          at Starfire 
7:00   Chancel Choir  
          Rehearsal 

24 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 
7:00  Handbell Choir 

25 
6:30 AM - Men’s  
        Breakfast Study 
 
9:00  Card Ministry 
 
 

26 
8 - 11 - Charge  
         Conference 

31 

27 New 
Members 
Sunday 

WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:30    Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Adult Study 
10:45 Cherub Choir 
11:00  AngeliX 
11:30 grassroots 
 

28 
10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morn-

ing Book Club 
5:00   Mars Hill  
5:30  Bible Study at 

Paradise Bak. 
6:00 Monday Nite 

Football 
7:00  Women’s Bible 

Study 
7:00   Boy Scouts 

29 
10:00  Al Anon 
 
3:30 Creative Christians 
 
6:30  Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
 
7:00   N.A. 
 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

30 
10:00  Women’s Bible  
          Study 
 
2:30    UMW Board 
  
4:00 Christian Youth  
         Theater 
 
7:00   Chancel Choir  
          Rehearsal 

   



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

Terry@nsumc.com or  
cwright423@cox.net 

 
Teacher Dedication Sunday,  

September 20, 10 am 
All children, youth and adult teachers are asked to 
be present at the 10:00AM service for this dedi-
cation blessing. 

Ours is a life-long journey walked by many gener-
ations. Through the years our insights, questions 
and understandings deepen.  We need the com-
pany of one another to teach, to question, to en-
courage.  We are shaped by many things: 

Wisdom that deepens us, 
Experiences that stretch us, 
People-mentors who share their  

insights and their questions, 
Communities that center us, that affirm us, 

that hold us in their care. 
 
Our children will live in the world we leave them. 
They will live with the problems we have not yet 
handled. We cannot tell them how to live in that 
future, but they are learning from us right now.  
What values, what passwords, do we as a com-
munity need to transmit to our children that will 
give them the tools they will need? 

The time our teachers spend teaching, caring for, 
and being with the children of this community is a 
special ministry. Our teachers offer a very im-
portant ministry for our next generation. Our chil-
dren are delicate growing souls. We are proud of 
our teachers who tend to them with care and 
love. 

Heavenly Pathway Adult Bible 
Study Class,  Sundays, 10 am  

Everyone is welcome in this class which seeks 
to help all participants grow in the knowledge 
of the word of God, for their personal growth, 
for the glory of God and his church. 

Topics of study are based on the interests of 
participants. They have included book studies, 
themes, special topics in the Bible and con-
temporary topics related to the Bible. 

As much as possible, each class is on a stand-
alone basis, so that those who are not able to 
attend all the classes benefit from the ones 
they attend. 

The current study theme has been: “Bible 
Christianity”. In it, we try to look at issues in 
today’s Christianity and compare them to the 
practice of the Bible Christians. Topics include: 

 Bible Christianity: Who is a Christian? 
 Becoming a Christian, the Bible way. 
 Bible Christianity: Salvation and the re-

quirements for salvation. 

Ministry Fair, September 20,  
9:30-11:30 am  

We have many different ministries. Visit their 
tables in the Fellowship Hall.  

Meet the study group leaders and peruse the 
books they’ve chosen.  

Stop at some of the many other tables where 
you can find out about events, groups and  
activities.  

This church excels at offering a wide choice of 
ministry opportunities.  Where is God calling 
you to serve? 



 

 

Monday Evening Women’s Bible Study, 
Mondays, 7 pm beginning September 14 in 
the church library.   

Reading "The Parables: Understanding What Je-
sus Meant" by Gary Inrig, . 

We take turns moderating the 
class (not necessarily leading 
the discussion) to stay on track 
and conclude within an hour.   

We spend a few minutes the end 
of each night sharing joys and 
concerns, and depart by 8:15 
pm.  The moderator for each 
night leads an opening and clos-
ing prayer. 

We plan to study one chapter 
per week, through November 30. See our moder-
ator sign-up, by chapter, on SignUpGenius – or 
just show up. 
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Doubt Night 
Doubt Night returns after a 
brief summer hiatus. Join 
an on-going discussion on 
current events, skepticism 
and faith.  

Sound intense? Don’t wor-
ry! We have laughs and 
enjoy our time together, as 
well as making time for 
thoughtful and critical discussion.  

Doubt Night meets on either the first or sec-
ond Thursday of the month (see schedule be-
low) from 6:00-7:00 pm, at The Coffee Planta-
tion (7366 E. Shea Blvd). No sign-ups need-
ed. Just show up. 

 Fall Schedule: 

 September 10 
 October 8 
 November 19 
 December 10 

Men’s Breakfast And Study 
Fridays, 6:30 - 7:30 am 

The NSUMC Men’s Group meets every Friday 
morning at 6:30 in the Church Kitchen – shar-
ing breakfast at every meeting.  

The group uses the Serendipity Bible and stud-
ies verses selected by that week’s leader. 
They also support different mission projects 
throughout the year. To find out more, please 
call the church office, 480-948-0529, or just 
show up for breakfast! There’s always plenty of 
food. The group facilitator is Bob Sandblom, 
480-560-0933, or bobsandblom@gmail.com 

Wednesday Morning Study Group 
Wednesday morning from 10:00-11:30 am start-
ing September 9 in the church library.  

We will study Adam Hamil-
ton’s book, Making Sense of 
the Bible. In Making Sense of 
the Bible, Hamilton invites us 
into an honest conversation 
about the Bible such as: How 
and when was the Bible writ-
ten? Who decided which 
books made it into the Scrip-
tures and why? How literally 
must we read it? And, is the 
Bible ever wrong? 

From there, Hamilton consid-
ers the real questions people frequently ask, that 
continue to divide Christians and denominations 
alike:  

 Were Adam and Eve real people?  
 Why is God so violent in the Old Testa-

ment?  
 Why would Paul command women to 

"keep silent in the church"?  
 Is Jesus the only way to salvation?  
 How does God view homosexual people?  
 Is the Book of Revelation a guide to the 

End Times? 
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2015-2016 Milestones 
The NSUMC Milestone Ministry brings an aware-
ness of the presence of God not only to children 
but to families and individuals of all generations 
through a vital partnership between home and 
congregation.   

Our Milestones Ministry also brings an aware-
ness of God’s presence that supports the life, 
love and faith of families and other personal rela-
tionships.  This process honors “God moments” 
as part of the journey of faith.   

There are four elements to each Milestone event: 
naming, equipping, blessing and gifting.   

1. We begin by naming the sacred and ordinary 
events that we recognize in the daily life of the 
individuals and households. They are our be-
ginnings, endings, transitions, achievements, 
failures and rites of passage.  We recognize 
them as our rituals and traditions that shape 
our identities and give us a sense of belong-
ing to the family of God.  

2. Equipping brings the generations together.  It 
builds community, invites conversation, en-
courages storytelling and provides infor-
mation.   

3. By blessing the individual and marking the 
significant occasions in a worship service, we 
are declaring God’s presence in meaningful 
ways.   

4. Gifting is a tangible item that serves as a re-
minder or symbol of the occasion being 
marked, as well as a resource for the ongoing 
nurture of faith in daily life. 

Milestone Ministry names many of life’s events 
under the care, blessing and direction of our gra-
cious God.   

 

 

 

Many moments in life are opportunities to 
claim God’s redeeming and renewing work in 
the world and in our lives.  It recognizes chil-
dren and youth in all situations, blesses them, 
is a physical sign and gift to them, and 
weaves our stories with God’s story.  

Complete List of Milestones for 2015-2016 

August 16 All ages Blessing of  
   the Back 
   packs 

September 20 2 year olds Welcome to  
   Sunday  
   School 

October 18 6-8 Grades  Body is a  
   Temple 

November 15 3-5 Grades Fruit of the  
   Spirit 

December  (Hiatus) 

January 10 All ages Baptism  
   Anniversary 

February 21 1-2 Grades Communion 

March 6 Pre-K & K The Lord's  
   Prayer 

April 17  High School Spiritual Gifts 

May 15 2nd Grade Bible Sunday 
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You Are Invited to Teach Sunday School! 

Please consider donating an hour of your week to 
help support the next generation. Our church 
needs Sunday School teachers and classroom 
aides.  

Sharing your love for children and God are two 
very important ingredients for being a Sunday 
School teacher. The more teachers we have, the 
lighter the load is for every teaching ministry team 
member. The requirements are few. You prepare 
for two one-hour lessons every month. We give 
you the curriculum, supplies, and support. You 
share your faith journey, love of children and love 
of God with little ones and big ones (ages two 
through high school). It is so very important for us 
to be intentional about sharing our faith journeys 
with the next generation so that they too can un-
derstand and celebrate God’s grace.  

We specifically will need teachers for: 

 Creativity Studio (8:30 am-one teacher need-
ed) 

 Pre-K and Kindergarten class (one teacher 
needed) 

 2-3 year old class (two teachers needed) 
 9th-12th Grade class (three teachers needed) 
 Godly Play Storytellers (two adults needed) 
 
For more information, please see Terry Wright on 
Sunday mornings in the Education Office in the 
East Wing next to Room #11, or email her at ter-
ry@nsumc.com.  

This Month:  Milestone  
Ministry Celebration #2.  

Welcoming the 2-year-olds to 
Sunday School and Church 

This Milestone Ministry introduces young chil-
dren (two-year-olds) and the adults who care 
for them to worship and to Sunday school.   

We will celebrate this milestone Sunday, 
September 20, at both the 8:30 am and  
10 am services.  

A child’s faith is nurtured by being present in 
worship and Sunday School. But as anyone 
who has children or has worshiped alongside 
a family with young children knows, this is not 
always a smooth journey.   

This Milestone invites the unconditional sup-
port and the hospitality of the entire faith com-
munity to surround the children and their fami-
lies. 

Please let the teacher of the two-year-old 
know if you and your toddler will attend, or 
email Terry @ terry@nsumc.com. 



 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

11735 North Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254-5184 


