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This is an excerpt from the Easter Sunrise medita on I offered 
this year. Yes, the rumors are true; a bee stung my face, got 
caught in my hair, and then a second bee stun my wrist, all 
while I delivered this lesson. See what you miss when you skip 
a worship service?! You never know what may happen! – Pas-
tor Dave 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐  

  That first Easter experience is somewhat lackluster, 
especially in the lives of those first responders. The story 
involves three persons who were followers of Jesus. 
Mary Magdalene, Peter, and John are the first to the 
tomb that morning. The text doesn’t tell us why Mary 
comes. Maybe she is there to grieve. Maybe she comes 
to remember and give thanks for the life of this savior 
who had changed her life forever. Maybe Mary comes 
because she needs some time alone to think and to sort 
out what the past few days’ events mean to her. The text 
of the Gospel leaves that hidden. 
 
 As Mary arrives she sees that the stone is rolled 
back from the entrance of the tomb. Instantly she leaves, 
without investigation of this scene. Mary tells Peter and 
John, the disciples. Once they know they too run to the 
tomb. Peter looks in and sees the place where Jesus 
had been, and nothing is there. John looks at the same 
scene, and the Scripture tells us he believes. Then, they 
go home. 
 
 Mary now encouraged by the boldness of the other 
two, wants to take a look for herself. She too sees the 
place, only now there are two angels, one sitting at the 
foot of where Jesus had been and the other at the head. 
“Who are you looking for?” asks one of the angels. Mary 
begs him to tell her where they have taken Jesus’ body. 
 
 At that moment she turns around and sees Jesus - 
but she doesn’t know him. She assumes he is the gar-
dener and asks him if he knows where they have taken 
the body. She pleads that if he will but tell her she will go 
and get the body.  
 
 Then, Jesus then calls her by name. THAT’s when 
she recognizes him. Jesus then tells her not to touch him 
and to go and tell his followers. She goes immediately. 
 
 What an astonishing and enigmatic story.  
 
 The greatest event in human history is unfolding, 

(con nued on next page) 

and the first three eye-witnesses have three very strange 
and mixed responses. Mary reduces it to grave robbing, 
John sees and believes, Peter sees and…nothing is said. 
After witnessing the empty tomb, Peter and John just go 
home. Where is all the hysteria, the celebration, the slow-
growing reality of the fact that what Jesus foretold, hap-
pened. 
 
 No party, no ticker-tape parade, no gathering hordes 
to protest or view in awe.. nothing.  
 
 Isn’t this just like God? God’s way of working in hu-
man history is nothing less than divine irony at times. 
Consider this, this story sounds very familiar. Several 
years earlier in the darkness of evening, the Son of God 
was born into the world in a less than suitable surround-
ings for THE Messiah. A few people eventually trickled in 
to see him, but the birth of the Christ was so under the 
radar, that powerful men like Herod didn’t have the re-
sources to find him without help. God does what God 
does in the time and context God wants.  
 
 Maybe the message in this Easter season is for us to 
allow God to be who God is, to do what God does, and in 
the time God deems necessary in our lives. Maybe that is 
the real power of this story. God acting in history to 
change the shape and movement of the world, and peo-
ple just responding in such different ways trying to grasp 
all that God is doing. The older I get the more comforta-
ble I become with allowing God to be God. I say now—
more than I ever would admit when I was younger— that 
I just don’t know. I am continuing to realize that knowing 
isn’t what the core of faith is about in the first place. 

 
 Maybe what this is really about is what God is doing 
and the power of trusting it, and giving it the freedom to 
do what it needs to do in my life and to lead where it 
needs to lead. 
 
 I went white water rafting a few years ago on the Col-
orado River. Before we climbed in the boat, the guide 
gave us some instructions about what to do if we found 
ourselves in the water. He told us to keep our feet up, 
trust the buoyancy of the life vest, and to enjoy the ride. 
The movement of God in the world seems to be like that. 
God is moving and working at God’s pace, in God’s time, 
and in God’s direction. Maybe our response needs to be 
to keep our heads up, trust what God is doing, and just 
enjoy the ride! 
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 John saw and believed. Peter looked in and …nothing. Mary recognized Jesus 
only after he spoke her name. God loves no matter what our response is. That is 
the good news of this story. God brings the resurrection of all things because of 
who God is. The reality of the empty tomb reminds us God is at work in the world 
doing what only God can do. In all humility, without much fanfare, and certainly not 
dependent on the response of people, God goes about God’s business; and our 
lives and the story of the world will never be the same again. 
 
 Mary came looking for the Jesus who had died. Peter and John came looking 
in response to news of a possible grave robbing of Jesus’ body. Why have we, 
you, and I come today? As we enter this sacred space, this sacred morning, who is 
it we came looking for? 
 
Who are you looking for? 

Ch[n]_l Choir  
Europ_[n  

“Bon Voy[g_”  
Con]_rt 

Sun^[y, M[y 12  6:00 p.m.  
                   NSUMC S[n]tu[ry 

 

     In just 3 more weeks, 20 members of our Chancel Choir along with 12 
additional singers including friends, family and choristers from Cross In the 
Desert UMC will embark on their long awaited 10-day choral tour of Central 
Europe. Rehearsals began last August for this amazing experience. Most of 
the musical repertoire is representative of composers like Mozart, Dvorak 
and Haydn who lived and worked in the region of Vienna and Salzburg dur-
ing the 17th-19th centuries. Contemporary anthems and gospel pieces are 
also included on the program.   

 In preparation for this adventure, the “Euro Trip Choir” will perform in 
concert for us on Sunday, May 12th at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  Let’s sup-
port their hard work and show our pride…..bring family and friends, and join 
us for this very special musical presentation!   

(con nued from Page 1) 



 

 

clude charity runs and baseball—and the whole 
family are big Diamondbacks fans!   

The Kolbs have a 7-year-old daughter, Charlotte, 
and they were especially attracted to our church by 
our outreach opportunities and church groups for 
Charlotte.  

They are transferring their membership from Tem-
pe First United Methodist Church and plan to be-
come involved in Bible study, youth ministries, fel-
lowship activities, and missions at NSUMC.  Mike 
is also interested in music. 

 
 
R   C  S   
(no photo at press time) 
 

Cindy and Rick Sayles reside in Phoenix from Jan-
uary to May, and spend the rest of the year in Ban-
gor, Maine, where they belong to First United 
Methodist Church.  They have two adult children, a 
son and a daughter. 

Cindy was born in Lewiston, Maine and has also 
lived in New Hampshire and Rhode Island.  She is 
a retired adult education math teacher, whose hob-
bies include hiking, biking, walking, swimming, and 
yoga —in addition to music and ballroom dancing. 

When asked what attracted her to NSUMC, she 
replied, “The Handbell Choir.  It was a priority!” 

Cindy has been active in UMW, has participated in 
her home church’s handbell choir, and directed a 
youth hand chime choir for more than 20 years.  
She has also ushered and been in charge of the 
set-up for her church’s annual fair. 

She is especially interested in the handbell choir 
and UMW mission projects at NSUMC, in addition 
to occasional ushering. 

Rick was born in Wareham, Massachusetts and 
has also lived in Maine, Rhode Island, Florida, and 
Pennsylvania. 

He is a Professor of Mechanical Engineering at the 
University of Maine, where he currently teaches in 
the fall semester. 

His hobbies include hiking, biking, walking, water 
activities, ballroom dancing—and--ask him about 
geocaching! 

Rick has been the co-head usher at the couple’s 
home church and has helped set up for the annual 
church fair with Cindy. 

He looks forward to fellowship activities and occa-
sional ushering at NSUMC. 
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Christi was born in Phoenix and has briefly lived in Seattle, 
Washington, and Long Beach, California.  For fifteen years, 
she worked in aviation in revenue management for several 
airlines before changing her career to become a 5th grade 
math and science teacher at Great Hearts Academy, a non-
profit charter school.  In her free time, she enjoys reading 
and movies. 

Mike, who was born in Tucson, has lived in Michigan, Seat-
tle, and Long Beach.  He has worked in aviation and health 
care as a data and business analyst, and he currently works 
at Mayo Clinic as a supply chain analyst.  His hobbies in-

G  (Not pictured)  
 M  C  B  

 
Welcome to Gordon & Mary 
Coe Blom, who have been at-
tending NSUMC throughout the 
winter months and would like to 
become Associate Members.  They also live in 
Washington state and will be returning there in a 
couple of weeks for the summer months.  Mary 
has been enjoying the Wednesday morning Bible 
Study group and looks forward to coming back in 
the fall. At the time of printing, we didn’t have more 
information to share with you, but wanted to in-
clude a warm welcome here and look forward to 
seeing them when they return.   

Gordon Blom & Mary Coe Blom 

Mike Kolb & Christi Lester 

Rick & Cindy Sayles 
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 Interested in participating in a week-
night Spiritual Growth Group? We are look-
ing for 8-10 teens to help us test a week-
night group.  Email Youth Director, Sarah 
Cushman at  scaitlyn22@gmail.com if you 
are interested.  

 
 
“May is National Foster Care Month. Current-
ly there are over 400,000 in Foster Care in the US, 
with 20,000 youth “emancipating” or aging out of 
care each year. In Arizona, statistics show 61% of 
foster youth over the age of 14 will age out alone 
without ever having permanency or adoption. Faced 
with unbelievable challenges, without 
family support, jobs or even real life 
skills, these young adults demon-
strate amazing resilience.  Your Trini-
ty Opportunity Alliance helps educate 
and connect employers with aging 
out foster youth.   Please keep our 
Mission in your prayers this May.” 

Carolyn Blaney-Arndt cblaneyarndt@toaaz.org 
Director of Community Development and Outreach  

Thanks to everyone who helped with the Fish 
Fry on Friday, April 12th.  In spite of a few 
sprinkles, the event was fun for all who came! 

Good Job! 
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Congregational Care Note: 
If you or someone you know would like to share  
communion at home, please contact Pastor Leah 
(pastorleah@nsumc.com or 412/496-3821). 

JANUARY 2018 

 
Church and Society is planning to hold 

two or three forums in 2019 on important social issues 
that are impacting both our faith and the broader com-
munity.   To understand better your interests, we will be 
conducting a brief survey after Easter.  We encourage 
you to respond with your ideas and preferences.  Paper 
copies are available in the narthex along with a box for 
your completed form.  If you are interested in helping to 
plan these forums contact Jane Pearson at janepear-
son@cox.net. 
 
The General Board of Church and Society have devel-
oped a series of Faith and Fact Cards about various 
social issues.   Each month we would like to highlight 
one of these.  Each fact card has four sections:  What 
do the facts say; What does the Bible say; What does 
the United Methodist Church say; What do you do/say?  
If you would like to look at all of them visit the Board of 
Church and Society’s web site www.umcjustice.org.   

 

GLOBAL MIGRATION 

What the Facts say:   

A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his 
or her country because of persecution, war, or violence.  
A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for 
reasons of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or 
membership in a particular social group. 
Not all movements-migration or immigration-are unham-
pered and chosen freely.  Forced migration is a denial 
of human dignity and a violation of human rights.  Ad-
dressing forced migration at countries of origin is the 
way to address its root causes. 
About 65 million people around the world have been 
forced from home.  Among them are nearly 21 million 
refugees, over half of whom are under the age of 18. 
It’s poor countries, not rich, western countries, who look 
after the vast majority of the world’s refugees.  Most 
refugees just move from one poor country to another. 
Every year, around one million people seek asylum. 
 
What the Bible and The United Methodist Church 
say:  

“When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall 
not oppress the alien.  The alien who resides with you 
shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love 
the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of 
Egypt: I am the Lord you God.” (Leviticus 19:33-34) 
“So now you are no longer strangers and aliens.  Ra-
ther, you are fellow citizens with God’s people, and you 
belong to God’s household.” (Ephesians 2:19) 
We recognize, embrace, and affirm all persons, regard-

less of country of origin, as members of the family of 
God.  We affirm the right of all persons to equal opportu-
nities for employment, access to housing, health care, 
education, and freedom from social discrimination.  
(Social Principles 162.H) 
Virtually all groups of today’s migrants and refugees are 
battered by the divide between the rich and the poor, a 
divide rooted in 19th and 20th century colonialism and di-
rectly caused by rapid corporate globalization in agricul-
ture, industry and commerce. (2016 Book of Resolutions, 
#6028) 

 
Four things you can do: 
 
Take ACTION for justice . . . 
  
• Urge your government to adopt policies for just and 

hospitable welcome of refugees and migrants.  Advo-
cate for just and expeditious processing of refugee 
applications. 

• Help migrants and refugees integrate to a new cul-
ture.  Help them address psychosocial issues, includ-
ing traumas, associated with forced migration.  Help 
refugees and migrants develop language skills, look 
for a job, set up a bank account. 

• Get NSUMC to support refugee resettlement in our 
community. 

• Speak out against racism and xenophobia in your 
community. 

 

 ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING 
MORE ABOUT MIGRANT AND REFUGEE IS-
SUES ALONG THE ARIZONA BORDER?  
THE CONFERENCE WILL HELP US WITH A 
VISIT TO NOGALES TO VISIT SHELTERS 
AND DETENTION CENTER AND HEAR 
FROM BORDER PATROL, SOCIAL SERVICE 
ORGANIZATIONS AND AN IMMIGRATION 
ATTORNEY.  IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, 
CONTACT JANE PEARSON AT JANEPEAR-
SON@COX.NET. 
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Monthly Prayer for Churches 
We are encouraged to pray monthly for the 
churches and pastors of the East District of 
the Desert Southwest Conference.   
 

For May: 
Wesley & Golden Gates Community Centers, 

Phoenix 
UMOM New Day Center, Phoenix 

Justa Center, Phoenix 

Come Join Us!  
 

Children’s choirs, (Cherub Choir 
and Kids of Grace) rehearse dur-

ing 10:00am Sunday School 
 
• The youth choir, AngeliX (grades 6–12), rehearses 

on Sundays at 11:00am in room 14 
• The adult Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesday 

evenings from 7:00–8:30pm  
 

If you are not a singer, perhaps playing in the Handbell 
choir is a good opportunity for you?  
• Our adult Handbell choir rehearses on Thursday  
       evenings at 7:00pm 
• Our beginning Handbell choir rehearses Sunday  
       afternoons at 4:00pm  You will learn the mechanics 
       and basic techniques of ringing. Knowledge of read 
       ing music is helpful, but not necessary.  

 
For additional information on any of our music groups, 
please contact one of the leaders listed: 

1 DelRae Urban 
2 Francia Flournoy 
2 Megan Nolan 
2 Marlys Pavel 
2 Margaret Skjerven 
3 Sydney Franks 
3 Riley Ann Thompson 
4 Connor Lewis 
4 Shelby Lewis 
5 A.J. Hersleff 
6 Allie Montana 
7 Steve Johnson 
7 Barbie Orcutt 
8 Eric Bahlman 
8 Dwight Langland 
9 Jack Fairfield 
9 Olivia Johnson 
10 Stephanie Leffingwell 
12 Sandi Overman 
12 Linda Ungerer 

13 Marci Rogers 
14 Shane Rodgers 
15 Amy Armstrong 
15 Greg Fisher 
15 Andy McKelvey 
16 Sally Bradford 
16 Carol Gildner 
16 Kirsty Zulu 
17 Curt Hansen 
17 Bradley Marcanio 
17 Mark Mitchell 
19 Hannah Samuel Gnanadas 
19 Stephanie Visser 
20 Rachel Burton 
20 Donna Dunham 
20 Chris Lane 
21 Tom Weaver 
22 Susan Stockdell 
23 Ray Hansen 
25 Tim Boquist 

25 David Phelps 
25 Ethel Tinstman 
26 Alyse Hansen 
26 Eric Johnson 
26 Emily Major 
26 Diane Mulnix 
27 Dinah Bahlman 
27 Elizabeth Williams 
28 Abbie Crothers 
28 Trish Hamrick 
28 Robin Hays 
28 Jerome Sudhakar 
29 Jacob Burton 
29 George Chesley 
29 Nancy Lewis 
29 Maxine New 
29 Harlan Olsen 
30 Nancy Badani 
30 Ann Crompton 
31 Linda Swetland 

May you have a day filled with God’s blessings! 

 

 Darin Read, Director of Music and Chancel Choir  
  – darin@nsumc.com 
 Donna Marie Hartley, Organist and Handbell Choir 
  Director – donna.marie@cox.net 
 Joyce Nolan, Novice Handbell Choir  
  – aznolans@cox.net 
 Kim Montana, Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs 



 

 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir 
 Darin Read 
Organist/Handbell Choirs  
 Donna Marie Hartley 
Children’s & Youth Choirs  
 Kim Montana 
Novice Handbells 
 Joyce Nolan 

Acolyte Coordinator  
                   Kirsty Zulu 

Usher/Greeter/Liturgist Coordinator 
          
We are always in need of Greeters &  
Ushers.  Please contact the office and  
volunteer for this ministry! 

          

GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, ACOLYTES, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

May 5th: 
8:30 Greeters: Ron & Marilyn Bailey  
  Ushers: Jim Raymond, Don New 
 Liturgist:   Joanne Battershall 
      

10:00   Greeters:    Dick & Mary Ann Gayle 
 Ushers:   Patty Hastings  
     John & Roxie Helbert 
     Duane & Sandy Church 
     Wavalee McArtor 
 Liturgist:   Winston Vineyard  
 Acolytes: Brianna Rodriguez, Amanda Rodriguez 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: Fellowship Committee 
Communion Serving: Finance Committee 
   

May 12th: 
8:30 Greeters: Joyce Yarbrough 
  Ushers: Jim Raymond, Joanne Battershall 
 Liturgist:   Jane Pearson 
      

10:00   Greeters:    TBD  
 Ushers:   John & Roxie Helbert 
     Duane & Sandy Church 
     Wavalee McArtor 
 Liturgist:    Winston Vineyard 
 Acolytes: Zoey Utecht, Avery Utecht 
  

Fellowship Hour Host:  Finance Committee 
 

 

May 19th: 
8:30 Greeters: TBD  
  Ushers: Barb Cogan, Jane Pearson 
 Liturgist:   Joanne Battershall 
      

10:00   Greeters:    Doug & Susan Smith 
     Patty Hastings  
 Ushers:    Lee & Jacki Anderson 
     Cindy Miaso, Emilie Duncan 
     Donna Mariner 
 Liturgist:   Marlys Rodgers  
 Acolytes: Rachel Caplan, Brianna Rodriguez 
  

Fellowship Hour Host:  Membership Committee 
 

May 26th: 
8:30 Greeters: TBD  
  Ushers: Barb Cogan, Stephanie Moore  
 Liturgist:   Don New  
     
10:00   Greeters:    Doug & Susan Smith  
 Ushers:   Lee & Jacki Anderson 
     Cindy Miaso, Emilie Duncan 
     Donna Mariner 
 Liturgist:   Tom Weaver  
 Acolytes: Jordan Stanton, Cole Stanton 
  

Fellowship Hour Host:  Missions Committee 

 
 

Board Crew:**  
  

David McBride, Elizabeth Williams      
Kent Sanderson, Tim Stumpp, Michael Caplan 

 

Soundboard help needed 

If you would like to volunteer at the soundboard, we 
need you!  No previous special training or experience is 
required.  We will help you learn!  Help would be espe-
cially appreciated on the media presenting side, which 
involves running the PowerPoint presentation each 
week, following the order of worship.  If you would like to 
serve our church this way, please contact the church 
office or email Kent Sanderson, 
Kent.Sanderson@CVSHealth.com. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

10:00a-Wednesday  
    Morning Bible Study 
5:30p-Adult Children  
     of Alcoholics 
6:30p-Indian Bend Girl 
    Scout Awards 
              Ceremony 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

2 
9:00a-Piecemakers 
12:30p-Cards for  
          Outreach 
7:00p-Adult Children  
         of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 
 
 
 

3 Office Closed 
6:15a-Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast 
3:30p-Creative  
          Christians 
 
 

4 
2:00p-Monday’s  
Al-Anon group 

5 NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-5th grade) 
11:00a-Angelix Choir Practice 
11:00a-VBS Volunteer 
             Planning Meeting 
11:30a-XCrews Youth Group 
4:00p-Novice Handbells  
            Practice  
6:00p-Euro Trip Choir Prac. 
 

6  
10:00a-Al-Anon  
5:30p-Monday Evening 
   Book Study @Panera 

Bread 
6:00p-FINANCIAL PEACE 
             UNIVERSITY 
7:00p-Monday Evening 
       Bible Study –LAST  
       ONE UNTIL FALL 
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109  
            

7 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
 
UMW Field Trip to 
Phoenix Art Museum-
Exhibit & Lunch 
 
7:00p-AA 
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr,109     
     Committee Meeting 

8 

10:00a-Wednesday  
    Morning Bible Study 
4:00p-UMW Serve  
    Dinner at Halle Ctr. 
5:30p-Adult Children  
     of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

9 
12:30p-UMW New 

Day Circle 
6:30p-Stewardship 

Discovery 
Reveal 

7:00p-Adult Children  
         of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 
 
 
 

10 Office Closed 
6:15a-Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast 
3:30p-Creative  
          Christians 
 

11 
11:00a– CoDA 

12 MOTHER’S DAY   
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-Angelix Choir Practice 
11:30a-XCrews Youth Group 
 4:00p-Novice Handbells 
            Practice  
7:00p-Bon Voyage Euro Trip  
           Choir Concert at 
                     NSUMC 

13 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
1:00p-Clergy Gathering 
5:30p-UMW-Dinner Out 
     Cheesecake Factory 
5:30p-Monday evening 
     Book Study @Panera  
6:00p-FINANCIAL PEACE 
              UNIVERSITY 
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109  
                

14 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Family Ministries 
6:30p-Finance Comm. 
6:30p-Missions Comm. 
7:00p-AA 
7:30p-Church Council 
 

 

15 
10:00a-Wednesday  
   Morning Bible Study  
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
6:00p-SPRC 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
 

16 
9:00a-Piecemakers 
12:30p-Brown Bag 
        Bookies 
6:45p-Beta Sigma Phi 
7:00p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 
 
 
 

17 Office Closed 

6:15a-Men’s Bible 
Study Breakfast 

3:30p-Creative  
          Christians 
 

 

 
 
 

18 
2:00p-Monday’s  
Al-Anon group 

19  
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-NEW MEMBER  
            POTLUCK 
11:00a-Angelix Choir Practice 
11:30a-XCrews Youth Group 
1:00p-Needle Arts 

20 NORTHWIND 
  ARTICLE DEADLINE  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
5:30p-Monday evening 

Book Study 
@Panera Bread 

6:00p-FINANCIAL PEACE 
                    UNIVERSITY 
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109  
     

21 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
4:00p-Missions Commit-

tee Serves Dinner 
at Halle Center 

7:00p-AA 
 
 

22  
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
    
 
 

23 
7:00p-Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 
 

24 Office Closed 
Choir leaves for 

Europe 
6:15a-Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast 
3:30p-Creative  
           Christians 

25 
 

26 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-Angelix Choir Practice 
11:30a-XCrews Youth Group 
1:00p-Needle Arts  
 

27 MEMORIAL DAY 

          Office Closed 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:00p-FINANCIAL PEACE 
                   UNIVERSITY 
7:00p-Boy Scout  Tr.109  
 
 

28 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-AA 
 
 

29 

    5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
 
 
 

30 
7:00p-Adult Children  
      of Alcoholics in 
      Fellowship Hall 

31 
9:00A-Card Ministry at 

Janet Flournoy’s 
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*DEADLINE FOR JUNE’S 
NORTHWIND ARTICLES 

IS MAY 20TH 



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

terry@nsumc.com 
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Volunteers- We invite 50 volunteers to help specific sta-
tions including: snacks, crafts, song, games, science, Bi-
ble discovery, Pre-K leaders, puppetry and drama.  We 
also need volunteers to shuttle children from station to 
station.  These positions are available daily or for the en-
tire week.  
 
Bakers- We need a few bakers to supply our volunteer 
leaders with daily snacks (fruits and veggies are also wel-
come).  These volunteer youth leaders so appreciate the 
daily treats for “Leader Lounge.”  It would be awesome if 
we could have four dozen items daily. 
 
Please contact Terry Wright if you have questions 480-
860-9573 or terry@nsumc.com   
 

 

 

 

VBS Volunteer Meeting Dates 

It’s that time of year again, when we 
begin to plan for our “Rolling River Ram-
page” Day Camp. This fun-packed camp 
will be held Monday, June 24th through 
Friday, June 28th, 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 
noon at NSUMC  ”To MARS & BEYOND" 
Vacation Bible Day-Camp 2019 children 
will explore what their life is like when it includes God! 
Campers will experience scripture stories through: drama, 
art, cooking, games, science and puppetry. There will also 
be a 14’ waterslide for the campers to enjoy on Friday! 
 
There are three (3) VBS volunteer meetings. We encour-
age you to come to ALL MEETINGS so we can plan as a 
group:  

 
-Sunday, May 5th @ 11:00am - 11:30am  
 in education office 
-Sunday, June 9th @ 11:00am - 11:30am  
 in education office 
-Sunday, June 23rd @ 5:00 - 7:00pm  
 decorate church/pizza included 

 
The curriculum and crafts are in, so if you are interested, 
you will be able to leave these meetings with the leader’s 
book for your area of interest, plus you will be able to see 
the crafts, and hear the songs. Again, this year we will 
have a pre-school classroom, so the little ones will not 
have to switch from station to station, but this concept re-
quires more volunteers. You may volunteer one day or all 
five.  We have many options.  If you know anyone that 
would be interested in volunteering, please bring him or 
her to the meeting with you! 
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VBS DONATIONS &  
VOLUNTEERS are INVITED 

 
 

 
 

 North Scottsdale United Methodist Church’s 2019 
summer day camp is entitled “To Mars & Beyond.” This 
camp adventure will be held Monday, June 24th through 
Friday, June 28th, 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon at NSUMC.  
It is open to children ages three through twelve. The re-
quested donation is $45 per child for the entire week pro-
gram. 

 At this day camp children will discover that they can do 
far beyond all that they can ask or imagine when their daily 
walk includes God.  VBS “To Mars & Beyond” offers ener-
gizing music, interactive bible puppetry, super science ex-
periments, creative crafts, hands-on mission work, deli-
cious snacks, and active games that will help kids discover 
the wonders of the universe!! There will also be a 14’ 
waterslide for the campers to enjoy on Friday! 

Donations-Please collect and send in the following items:  
• space themed decorations,  
• white rope lights, 
• metallic wrapping paper,  
• aluminum foil,  
• paper towels - napkins,  
• 500 paper plates, 500 bowls, 500 4oz cups,  
• hand sanitizer, baby wipes,  

 

--OR-- 
 

WALMART, HOBBY LOBBY       
or HOME DEPOT 

GIFT CARDS 
 

Snack donations- We would greatly appreciate 
  

GROCERY STORE GIFT CARDS 
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High School Financial 

Milestone 2019 
 

Our youth (middle school 
and high school students) 
learned about their financ-
es.  Our Sunday school 
teachers helped them review 

their current finances, projected finances for when they are 
away at school or on their own.  They also learned about 
tithing.  They celebrated their new “ah ha” moments during 
our 10am service on Sunday, April 28th, 2019. 
 

 
 
 

Future 2019 Milestone Events… 
 

Learning the Lord’s Prayer,  
for PreK & Kindergarten-5/5/19 

 

2nd grade Bible Presentation - 5/19/19 
 
 

 
 
 

2nd Grade “Bible Sunday” 
 
Our church has a wonderful tradition of giving Bibles to our 
second grade students.  This year we will have this cele-
bration on Sunday, May 19th, 2019 during the 10am ser-
vice. We would love to have every 2nd grade student in 
attendance during this worship service, so all may receive 
their Bibles together. 
 
Please confirm your child’s attendance by contacting one 
of your child’s Sunday School teachers when you vis-
it them in your child’s Sunday School classroom on any 
Sunday!  
 
We would like to thank you, the parent, for the dedica-
tion of bringing your children to church.  Thank you for en-
couraging them to learn about God’s grace.  It’s 
through your faith and guidance that your child has an  
interest and love of learning about Jesus.   
 
We would also like to thank the United Methodist Women 
of NSUMC who donate the funds to make these Bibles a 
reality for our students!!!   
 
We look forward to celebrating this special moment with 
our 2nd grade students and their families. 
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Easter Egg Hunt Thank YOU! 

     Thank you to all children that made our Easter Egg 
hunt so much 
fun!.  The Education 
Committee, led by 
Pastor Leah Berg-
strom, hosted the 
hunt at both services 
in four different are-
as on our campus.  
We had a great turn-
out!  Happy Eastertide! 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer Milestone 
 
On Sunday, May 5th, our preschool and kindergar-
ten will celebrate their Lord’s Prayer Milestone dur-
ing our 10am service.  The Sunday School teachers 
have been working with the children to help them 
learn this very important prayer.  It is a prayer that 
expresses God’s desire to have an ongoing relation-
ship with us.  Parents, thank you for allowing your 
children to celebrate this new knowledge!!!!  All par-
ticipants will receive a prayer bear! 

 
 

Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Brunch 
THIS Sunday, May 5th 9:30 am (Cinco de Mayo)! 

 

If you are a Sunday School teacher, substitute or nursery 
staff, YOU are invited!  If you would like to thank a teach-
er, be a teacher or learn about this ministry, please join 
us for our Volunteer Sunday School Teacher Brunch in 
Fellowship Hall! 

And if you are one of those amazing volunteers, 
there's a seat and a gift with your name on it!  See 
you there! 
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Mingus Mountain All Church Retreat 
 
We enjoyed our NSUMC All Church Camp Weekend the last weekend of 
March. The activities included a zipline, archery, crafts, hiking, fishing, gaga-
ball, basketball, campfire (with s’mores), outdoor worship in God’s great cre-
ation!. Save the date for our next one, March 27-29, 2020!! 
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The Summer Sunday School program is a perfect place to 
share your gifts and passions for just short snippets of 
time.  We will offer two classes at the 10:00 am service.  
 

June 2 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 
June 9 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 
June 16 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 
June 23 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 

    June 30      10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 
July 7 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 
July 14 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 
July 21 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 
July 28t 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 
Aug. 4 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 

 
 Please note that our attendance this summer could be 15
-20 children at EACH of the 10:00 a.m. classes.  It is so 
much easier for the teachers if we have two adults to team 
teach in EACH class.  ALL SUNDAYS in June, July and 
August  NEED A SECOND TEACHER in each 10:00 a.m. 
classroom.  This team teaching combination could be a 
husband and wife, a parent and an older teenager, par-
ents and grandparents, etc. 
 
The Summer Sunday School program is a perfect place to 
share your gifts and passions.  You can commit to as 
many or as few Sundays as you are interested in or have 
the time for.  We have ten Sundays from June 3rd through 
August 5th that need to be filled by adults who love chil-
dren and God. 40 positions are available (four adults for 
the 10:00 a.m.in two separate classes) to fill our Summer 
Sunday School teaching calendar. We will supply the cur-
riculum and the support. 
 
Please consider sharing just ONE SUNDAY, and that’s 
just ONE HOUR.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board 
next to the church library or email Terry Wright at ter-
ry@nsumc.com so you can share your time, gifts and pas-
sions with some amazing children. 
 
Please email Terry Wright at terry@nsumc.com so you 
can share your time, gifts and passions.  

 
Come be a blessing to others!!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Giving Plate 
Palm Sunday (4/14) we invited the congregation to make 
a "giving plate." We supplied the plate and makers. You 
supplied the treats for the plate (and even purchased 
some sweets from our UMW Bake Sale also on this Sun-
day) and then as a "random-act-of-kindness" you gave it 
away! What a fun way to celebrate Holy Week.  

 

Welcome summer!  Welcome new possibilities! We wel-
come new faces into a ministry where you are encour-
aged to honor your gifts and passions as you seek to be a 
blessing to others. 

The Summer Sunday School program is a perfect place 
to share your gifts and passions.  You can commit to as 
many or as few Sundays as you are interested in or have 
the time for.  We have ten Sundays from June 3rd through 
August 5th that need to be filled by adults who love chil-
dren and God. 40 positions are available (four adults for 
the 10:00 a.m. ages 2-6 class, and 10:00am grades 2-6th 
class) to fill our Summer Sunday School teaching calen-
dar. We will supply the curriculum and the support.   
Please consider sharing just ONE SUNDAY, and that’s 
just ONE HOUR.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board 
next to the library or email the office. 
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United Methodist  
SUMMER CAMP 

 
 
 

 
2019 Mingus Mountain Summer Camps 

 
     Mingus Mountain is a fantastic camp location for chil-
dren and youth. Whether it is your first week "away" from 
home, or you are a camp veteran, Mingus Mountain 
Campground can be the setting for a fantastic experience 
in Arizona's mountain wilderness! Below are dates and 
links for this year's Summer Camps, sponsored by the 
Desert Southwest Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. All camps include leadership by our local pastors. 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
from UMW President, Cindy Bryant! 

 I want to sincerely thank everyone who participated in 
the UMW Bake Sale this year.  Our total profit so far is 
$3,132 with about $100 still to be collected.  I am over-
whelmed with gratitude to all of you.  God has really looked 
down on us this year for all we accomplished.  We had 2 
jam making sessions, a pickle making day, a soup making 
day, a bake sale set up day, and the actual day of the Bake 
Sale on Palm Sunday.  

 These are some of the women that worked some of the 
time or all of the time.  Thanks to Joyce Nolan, Donna Mari-
ner, Wavalee McArtor, Alice Tollefson, Joanne Battershall, 
Roxie Helbert, Jean Doede, Sandy Church, Maxine New, 
Nancy Gerberding, Cheryl Vieth, Nancy Walter, and Betty 
Hosmer.  We certainly owe a big thanks to our head soup 
maker and jam session leader Susan Smith.  Special 
thanks to Janet Flournoy who makes it all look spectacu-
lar.  I received more complements on how it looked this 
year then ever before. Thank you Carol Adams for bringing 
us lunch one jam session day.  Thank you Barb Hansen for 
making all of our food labels. 

 We could not have done it without all of our bakers.  I 
could not name you all but please know we appreciate eve-
ry single item you made whether you made one item or ten 
items.  Yes we had some of those ladies and it was not me! 

 If you were wondering where all of this money is going, 
here are some of the mission works the UMW does.  In the 
church we support 2nd Grade Bibles, Creative Christians, 
Card Ministry, Vacation Bible School, Angel Tree, Suitcase 
Initiative, knitted and crocheted Prayer Shawls.  In our 
community we support Halle Women’s Center, Women 
Veterans, Golden Gate Community, Wesley Community 
Center, National Alliance for Mental Illness, Angel Tree and 
Card Outreach Postage.  We also support Operation 
Christmas Child and World Thank Offering.  We have also 
offered scholarships for women and children of our church 
for camp and retreats.  Just recently, we purchased 2 new 
microwaves for the kitchen.   

 One last final note, we have about 50 jars of jam left 
over.  (Believe it or not that is not much.)  I believe we still 
have  Carrot Cake, Cherry, Peach, Pepper, Peach Pepper 
and Strawberry.  If you need any this year as a gift or for 
yourself, let us know and we will keep on selling.  

 
Once again, thank you so much to everyone! 
 

Congratulations to Cindy & Steve  
Bryant on the birth of their newest 
grandson,  
       
     Ronald Lee Stoffle, III  
          born 4/24/2019 
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HALLE WOMEN’S CENTER  (operated by UMOM) 

We continue to provide meals twice a month for the women 
who are living at the Halle Women’s Center.  Note the word 
“living.”  It is so exciting that these homeless women have a 
place to stay while they get their lives back in order, find a 
job and move to permanent housing!  Our support contin-
ues to be important as they work through all the challenges 
they face so keep the food coming!  Please continue to 
help stock our freezer during the summer…..we desperate-
ly need food contributions [(frozen mixed vegetables, ham-
burger patties), oreo cookies, jars of dill pickle slices, 
sliced Jalapenos, as well as condiments such as may-
onnaise ketchup, and mustard].  If you would rather 
just donate cash, please put it in an envelope, mark it for 
this project, and drop it in the collection plate, mail it or drop 
it off in the church office.  You may leave grocery items in 
the church kitchen (marked for Halle Center) or in the 
freezer there designated for this purpose. If you are inter-
ested in seeing the new site and volunteering to help serve 
dinner, contact Marilyn Gray at kumama@cox.net or Rich 
Jensen at richardwjensen@yahoo.com.  Remember, the 
homeless don’t go on vacation or leave the area for the 
summer, so keep the help coming and thanks so much! 
 

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES   

We are still collecting books and magazines for the VA and 
jail libraries.  Please continue to bring donations to the Mis-
sion Table in Fellowship Hall. 
 

DONATE EYE GLASSES  

How many pairs of eye glasses do you have stuck in the 
back of a drawer?  Pull them out and bring them to the Mis-
sion Table.  They will be donated to the Lions Vision Pro-
gram in honor of David Walter. 
  

OTHER MISSION NEWS  

A place where our people are making a difference!  
Many thanks to the people who faithfully donate books and 
magazines to the Maricopa County jails through the church. 
Our gifts do not go unappreciated or unused. The church 
received a letter from the Library Manager for Maricopa 
County’s jails thanking us for what we have given them. We 
have helped the inmates and help the library by allowing 
funds that would otherwise go towards acquisition of mate-
rials, to improve services instead. Thanks to your donations 
there is no cost to our Church to provide this service.  
Church volunteers do the work and deliver these items. 

Veterans Initiatives   We have partnered with Veterans 
Court to provide Bus Pass cards and other support to pro-
vide clothes and shoes for interviews.  We also support the 
Operation StandDown effort for Veterans each year. 

 

Bottled water for the homeless   We provide bottled 
water for the Homeless during the summer.  Last year we 
provided two pallets of bottled water.   

MISSION NOTES: 

All the above projects are not funded directly by the church, 
but rely on donations from the church populous, guests, 
and members, through contributions in the collection plate, 
or contributing through your online giving. You can give all 
of your church contribution, or a portion of it to the project 
you choose. The remainder will go to the general Church 
fund.  Just be sure to designate what percentage you 
would like to specify toward Missions.  For help with this, 
please call the church @ (480) 948-0529 and talk with Can-
dace Huey, our Church Office/Business Manager on how to 
arrange it through your online giving.  If you write a check 
for your giving, you can designate what portion of it you 
would like to have go to “Mission Committee” or one of its 
specific programs, in the memo portion of your check.  
  

The Mission Committee has agreed to hold only one ICM 
Food/Clothing Drive per year.  This year the dates of col-
lection will begin March 31st and go through April 14th, just 
prior to the Easter holiday..  We will only be collecting the 
empty prescription bottles and plastic bottles during 
that drive instead of year round so please wait until 
then to bring in the bottles you’d like to donate. Thank 
you to all. 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

WE THANK YOU….. 

We had over 40 mem-
bers of our congrega-
tion turn out in April 
for the missions project, Feed My Starving Chil-
dren. Many parents brought their kids and we 
packaged meals that were sent to the Philip-
pines. We look forward to another date in the 
fall!  

 Thanks again for your participation.  

Gary Vieth/Missions Committee 
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     United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the glob-
al ministries of the church. 
     Membership is open to any woman with the desire to belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in the global mission of 
the church through United Methodist Women.   
     For information on joining the North Scottsdale UMW, contact Cindy Bryant, 602-900-5512 or email cindybryant@cox.net.  

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship 
MAY 2019 UMW Events 

Thursday, May 2nd at 12:30pm 
 (1st Thursday of each month)   
 Card Outreach Ministry  
 Contact Cindy Bryant @ 602-900-5512 for information 
Tuesday,  May 7th 
 Field Trip to Phoenix Art Museum-Exhibit & Lunch 
 Contact Cindy Bryant @ 602-900-5512 to let her know 
       you plan to attend.  Cost is approximately $40.00 
Wednesday, May 8th at 4:00pm 
 (2nd Wednesday of each month)  
     Halle Women’s Center—Volunteers serve dinner 
 Contact Cheryl Vieth @ 602-867-7079 if you would 
   like to volunteer 
Thursday, May 9th at 12:30pm 
(2nd Thursday of each month) 
 New Day Circle meets in Room #11  
 Contact Betty Hosmer @ 602-448-6013 for information 
Monday, May 13th at 5:30pm 
 (The 2nd Monday of each month) 
       Dinner Out at Cheesecake Factory in Kierland 
  (Scottsdale Rd. & Greenway Pkwy.) 
 Contact Cindy Bryant at 602-900-5512  
Thursday, May 16th 
 Brown Bag Bookies at 12:30pm  
 Contact Joyce Nolan @ 602-690-8383 for information  
Sunday, May 19th at 1:00pm (meet in the library) 
   (3rd Sunday of each month)  
 Needle Arts  
 Contact Cherri Escobar at 480-860-2746  
Friday, May 31st at 9:00am  
  (last Friday of each month) 
 Card Ministry  
 Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436 

Easy ways to support North Scottsdale United Methodist Women that don’t cost you extra money: 
 

 The Fry’s Community Rewards Program at www.FrysCommunityRewards.com —Group number AY394 

  Mission Basket:  Donate travel size toiletries and other small personal care items for the Wesley Community Center.   

 Volunteer to help serve or provide food for the women at the Halle Center once a month on the 2nd Wednesday. The next dinner will be 
on May 8th.  ALSO:  Donate food or drop off frozen vegetables or hamburger patties at the church, and put them in the designated 
freezer in the kitchen. 

  

UMW BAKE SALE NEWS:  
 
 Our sincere thanks to everyone who participated 
in the UMW Bake Sale this year.  Our total profit so 
far is $3,132.  As a point of interest, the amount made 
in 2015 was $1,685, in 2016 it was $1,839, in 2017 it 
was $ 2,651, and in 2018 we made $2,434.  Our 
church members were once again very generous. 
  If you were wondering where all of this money is 
going, here are some of the mission works the UMW 
does.  In the church we support 2nd Grade Bibles, 
Creative Christians, Card Ministry, Vacation Bible 
School, Angel Tree, Suitcase Initiative, knitted and 
crocheted Prayer Shawls.  In our community we sup-
port Halle Women’s Center, Women Veterans, Gold-
en Gate Community, Wesley Community Center, Na-
tional Alliance for Mental Illness, Angel Tree and Card 
Outreach postage.  We also support Operation Christ-
mas Child and World Thank Offering, and have also 
offered scholarships for women and children of our 
church for camp and retreats.  Just recently, we pur-
chased 2 new microwaves for the kitchen.   
 One final note,….we have about 50 jars of jam 
left over.  There is still some Carrot Cake, Cherry, 
Peach, Pepper, Peach Pepper and Strawberry left to 
sell.  If you need any this year as a gift or for yourself, 
let us know and we will make it available to you.  


