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 Ah… 
It’s summer time! 
A time to relax. 
A time for vacation travels. 
A time to slow down and take a break. 
 
A BREAK FROM WHAT?! 
 
As I look at the month of June, I am not too sure 
what sort of break comes to mind. Consider the fol-
lowing events this month: 
 

 Pentecost 
 Annual Conference 
 Father’s Day is June 16th 
 Vacation Bible School 
 Three staff birthdays 
 Two family birthdays 
 

Now, don’t get me wrong. This list of activity is far 
from a lament. Rather, I celebrate the amount of 
activity and opportunity that is before us. And the 
summer is just getting started! 
 

The summer months can find us going in many dif-
ferent directions as Sunday morning worship ser-
vice ebbs and flows between a humble gathering to 
a comfortable crowd. Scripture reminds us, “For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I’m 
there with them” (Matthew 18:20). Therefore, as we 
come and go, we are not alone. We experience the 
living Christ wherever we go. The excitement of that 
statement is the assurance that wherever we go, we 
bring Jesus with us and we are Jesus for others in 
places where Jesus very well may need to be. So, I 
commend you and commission you, as you find 
yourself with others, that you may be the only ver-
sion of scripture and the living expression of Jesus 
that others will read and see. This expression of 
faith assures me that we are together and that we 
are strong. We are the body of Christ. We are North 
Scottsdale UMC. 
 

See you in church and beyond! 
 
Pastor David Rennick 

Join us in July for  
Spirit Sundays 

July 7: “Red, White & Blue” In celebra-
tion of Independence Day-wear your 
best patriotic attire. 

 

July 14: “Hawaiian” Come to church in 
your island garb. 

 
July 21: “Bolo Ties” Today is western 
day or just wear your best Bolo tie to 
church. 

 

July 28 “Christmas in July” Pull out 
that favorite sweater as we join in sing-
ing carols today. 
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 Ch[n]_l Choir  
Europ_[n Singing Tour  

 
W_l]om_ Hom_ to 

our som_wh[t tr[v_l 
w_[ry sing_rs!!! th_ 

Europ_[n singing tour 
took you to so m[ny 

won^_rful  
pl[]_s!   

 
 You l_ft [ littl_ 
pi_]_ of NSUMC  
_v_rywh_r_ you  

p_rform_^, whi]h is 
pr_tty ]ool!  @n _xp_ri_n]_ of [ lif_tim_, [n^ w_ [r_ 
so v_ry prou^ of [ll of you!  Th_ photos post_^ on 
f[]_\ook [long th_ w[y m[^_ us f__l lik_ w_ w_r_ 

th_r_.  Congr[tul[tions! 
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From Barb Langham,  
President,  
Board of Trustees:   

 On behalf of all of us at NSUMC, many thanks 
goes to Duane Church for coordinating and working 
with Boy Scout Brayden Bernard, Troop 109, on the 
completion of his Eagle Scout project. The work he, 
his grandfather, father, and Troop 109 did on the con-
crete block wall and parking lot retention basin in the 
southeast corner of the property, the spillway and the 
volleyball court, refurbished an area that has created 
problems for quite some time and the Trustees are 
grateful for Duane's expertise and for the scouts’, par-
ents' and leaders' physical labor.  

…..in addition, we’d like to recognize and thank 
Soards Trucking, LLC (928-501-3006), for their dona-
tion of 16 tons of sand.  In return, they only requested 
prayers for their 6 year old grandson, Colton, who has 
a rare genetic disease, Cerebral Palsy, and Autism, 
which we are happy to do. 

  

 

 Also, the Trustees would like to extend a very 
special thanks to Candace Huey and Dinah Bahlman 
for analyzing our broken & unusable electronics from 
the church and the youth house, to Derek West for 
gathering everything into the garage at the house, and 
to Steve Johnson & Winston Vineyard for loading and 
hauling it all to the Scottsdale Electronic Recycling 
event on May 4.  

 Our thanks and appreciation to all of you for 
your generosity, time and effort in completing this 
project. 

 Boy Scout Brayden Bernard, Troop 109, recently 
completed his Eagle Scout project,  and NSUMC was the 
beneficiary of his hard work.  With additional help from 

Brayden's grandfather, fa-
ther, and the troop, they built 
a reinforced concrete block 
wall and regraded the park-
ing lot retention basin in the 
southeast corner of the prop-
erty. They also backfilled the 
concrete spillway with dirt 
and river rock, and refur-
bished the volleyball court 
sand.  Soard’s Trucking, 

LLC (928-502-3006) donated 16 tons of sand for this 
project.  Below are a few photos of the scouts, Brayden 
& his grandfather, and the finished product.  We congrat-
ulate Brayden on achieving his Eagle Scout status! 

KUDOS to Brayden Bernard and 
NSUMC’s own Boy Scout Troop 109: 

Boy Scout Troop 109 & friends 

Brayden & his 
grandfather 
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 Interested in participating in a week-
night Spiritual Growth Group? We are look-
ing for 8-10 teens to help us test a week-
night group.  Email Youth Director, Sarah 
Cushman at  scaitlyn22@gmail.com if you 
are interested.  

Take me out to the Ballgame….. 

…...Stay tuned:  Fellowship Committee is 
organizing a Church Fellowship to the D-
backs vs the Colorado Rockies baseball 
game on July 7th at 1:10 pm. Sign up will 
start in June. We hope we can get enough 
people to go to get the group rate. More in-
formation to come.  

SNACKS FOR  
FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

 

Can you help?  With sum-
mer here, our winter visitors 

are away, vacations are happening and our 
kitchen cupboards have gone empty….our 
supply of snacks for Fellowship Hour after 
Sunday services has been depleted.  If you 
like to bake, or will be baking, maybe you 
can make an extra batch of cookies or 
brownies, or when you’re doing your grocery 
shopping, pick up an extra tray of snacks 
and drop it off in the church kitchen, marked 
“Fellowship Hour.”  Contact Janet Lewis-
Weaver @ 489-451-6957 or Cindy Bryant 
@ (602) 980-0360 if you have questions.  
We appreciate anything you can do! 

      
I wanted to take a moment and offer a short “Thank you” 
to the FOURTEEN households that have registered for 
our first series of Dinners for Eight. We will launch these 
dinners this month, and open signups again in August 
for our next round of dinners. So, if you were unable to 
sign up for the summer dinners, you'll have another op-
portunity to do so then! We understand that a church 
can only grow if it has a solid foundation of relationships 
that are multi-generational.  We hope that if you are still 
on the fence about Dinners for Eight, that you'll see how 
much fun our newest dinner groups are having, and 
you'll want to jump in on the next round. If you have 
questions about Dinners for Eight, or other small groups 
at NSUMC, please contact me at dwas-
son@nsumc.com, and I'll help to connect you with a 
group that you'll love. 
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 Church and Society conducted a survey to determine 
our congregation’s interest in social justice issues.  
Thanks to all of you who responded.  We had a nice re-
sponse.  The topic of immigration had, by far, the highest 
number of “votes.”  This is a complex issue and does not 
lend itself to a one time forum.  Church and Society will 
be planning a series of opportunities for all of us to learn 
more about this challenging topic.  If you are interested in 
helping to plan these experiences, contact Jane Pearson 
at janepearson@cox.net.   
 
 The General Board of Church and Society has devel-
oped a series of Faith and Fact Cards about various so-
cial issues.   Each month we would like to highlight one of 
these.  Each fact card has four sections:  What do the 
facts say; What does the Bible say; What does the United 
Methodist Church say; What do you do/say?  If you would 
like to look at all of them visit the Board of Church and 
Society’s website www.umcjustice.org.   

GLOBAL MIGRATION 

What the Facts say:   

 A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his 
or her country because of persecution, war, or violence.  
A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for rea-
sons of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or 
membership in a particular social group. 

 Not all movements-migration or immigration-are un-
hampered and chosen freely.  Forced migration is a deni-
al of human dignity and a violation of human rights.  Ad-
dressing forced migration at countries of origin is the way 
to address its root causes. 

 About 65 million people around the world have been 
forced from home.  Among them are nearly 21 million 
refugees, over half of whom are under the age of 18. 

 It’s poor countries, not rich, western countries, who 
look after the vast majority of the world’s refugees.  Most 
refugees just move from one poor country to another. 

 Every year, around one million people seek asylum. 

What the Bible and The United Methodist Church say:  

 “When an alien resides with you in your land, you 
shall not oppress the alien.  The alien who resides with 
you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall 
love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land 
of Egypt: I am the Lord you God.” (Leviticus 19:33-34) 

 “So now you are no longer strangers and aliens.  Ra-
ther, you are fellow citizens with God’s people, and you 
belong to God’s household.” (Ephesians 2:19) 

 We recognize, embrace, and affirm all persons, re-
gardless of country of origin, as members of the family of 
God.  We affirm the right of all persons to equal opportuni-
ties for employment, access to housing, health care, edu-
cation, and freedom from social discrimination.  (Social 
Principles 162.H) 

 Virtually all groups of today’s migrants and refugees 
are battered by the divide between the rich and the poor, 
a divide rooted in 19th and 20th century colonialism and 
directly caused by rapid corporate globalization in agricul-
ture, industry and commerce. (2016 Book of Resolutions, 
#6028) 

Four things you can do: 
 
Take ACTION for justice . . . 

 Urge your government to adopt policies for just and 
hospitable welcome of refugees and migrants.  Advocate 
for just and expeditious processing of refugee applica-
tions. 

 Help migrants and refugees integrate to a new cul-
ture.  Help them address psychosocial issues, including 
traumas, associated with forced migration.  Help refugees 
and migrants develop language skills, look for a job, set 
up a bank account. 

 Get NSUMC to support refugee resettlement in our 
community. 

 Speak out against racism and xenophobia in your 
community. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT 
MIGRANT AND REFUGEE ISSUES ALONG THE ARI-
ZONA BORDER?  THE CONFERENCE WILL HELP US 
WITH A VISIT TO NOGALES TO VISIT SHELTERS AND 
A DETENTION CENTER AND HEAR FROM BORDER 
PATROL, SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS AND 
AN IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY.  IF YOU ARE INTER-
ESTED, CONTACT JANE PEARSON AT janepear-
son@cox.net. 

JUNE 2019 

 

Monthly Prayer for Churches 
We are encouraged to pray monthly for the 
churches and pastors of the East District of 
the Desert Southwest Conference.   
 

For June: 
Bishop & Staff of the  

Desert Southwest Conference 
 

Staff & Churches of  
West District, North District, & South District 
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Come Join Us!  
 

Children’s choirs, (Cherub Choir 
and Kids of Grace) rehearse dur-

ing 10:00am Sunday School 
 
• The youth choir, AngeliX (grades 6–12), rehearses 

on Sundays at 11:00am in room 14 
• The adult Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesday 

evenings from 7:00–8:30pm  
 

If you are not a singer, perhaps playing in the Handbell 
choir is a good opportunity for you?  
• Our adult Handbell choir rehearses on Thursday  
       evenings at 7:00pm 
• Our beginning Handbell choir rehearses Sunday  
       afternoons at 4:00pm  You will learn the mechanics 
       and basic techniques of ringing. Knowledge of read 
       ing music is helpful, but not necessary.  

 
For additional information on any of our music groups, 
please contact one of the leaders listed: 

1 Samantha Dettmering 
2 Marian Cocanour 
2 Denny Cogan 
2 Sue Hoecker 
3 Kent Sanderson 
4 John Allen 
4 Duane Atteberry 
4 Jon Brownfield 
5 Paula Howard 
7 Heather Karastury 
7 Devin Norton 
7 Bill Pearson 
7 Chuck Utecht 
8 Jane Adair 
8 Sherry Burton 
8 Carol Chamberlin 
8 Irene Gainus 
8 Thaisa Thompson 
9 Doug Gerberding 
9 Jill Harden 
9 Maddie Montana 

10 Leslie Lampen 
11 Patty Fairfield 
12 Wavalee McArtor 
12 Kim Montana 
13 Tammy Pickering 
14 Bruce Adams 
14 Chris Pawula 
15 Ryan Bond 
15 Jim Guthrie 
15 Amanda Thompson 
16 Nancy Hansen 
16 Alice Moore 
17 Chima Abarikwu 
20 Megan Lee 
20 Jason Norton 
21 Sandy Douglas 
22 Leah Bergstrom 
22 Bill Bridwell 
22 Brenda Hitesman 
22 Denise Kellers 
22 Alexandria Rennick 

23 Wanda Lamm 
23 Chelsea Swanson 
24 Eric Dall 
24 Rod Dixon 
24 Tom Odegaarden 
24 Wendy Okraski 
26 Jake Staron 
27 Janet Flournoy 
28 Robert Grosse 
28 Amy Hance 
28 Morgan Marcanio 
29 Almas Badani 
29 Marilyn Bailey 
29 Dick Bredemann 
29 Betty Hosmer 
29 Angie Layton 
29 Doug McLeod 
30 Alex Cogan 
30 Carey Johnson 
30 Mary Nelson 

May you have a day filled with God’s blessings! 

 

 Darin Read, Director of Music and Chancel Choir  
  – darin@nsumc.com 
 Donna Marie Hartley, Organist and Handbell Choir 
  Director – donna.marie@cox.net 
 Joyce Nolan, Novice Handbell Choir  
  – aznolans@cox.net 
 Kim Montana, Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs 

 CHUCK & JAN  
LEWIS  

62 YEARS!!! 



 

 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir 
 Darin Read 
Organist/Handbell Choirs  
 Donna Marie Hartley 
Children’s & Youth Choirs  
 Kim Montana 
Novice Handbells 
 Joyce Nolan 

Acolyte Coordinator  
                   Kirsty Zulu 

Ushers/Greeters/Liturgists 
          
We are always in need of Greeters &  
Ushers.  Please contact the office and  
volunteer for this ministry! 

          

GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, ACOLYTES, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

June  2nd: 
8:30 Greeters: Ron & Marilyn Bailey  
  Ushers: Johnny Ware, Stephanie Moore 
 Liturgist:    Don New  
  

10:00   Greeters:    Dick & Mary Ann Gayle 
 Ushers:    Ogbonna Abarikwu, Kevin Kosan
     Duane & Sandy Church  
     Eric Stanton, Sherry Clark  
 Liturgist:    Kent Sanderson 
 Acolytes: Ella Kearns, Rachel Caplan 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: SPRC 
Communion Serving: Youth 
   

June  9th: 
8:30 Greeters:  Ron & Marilyn Bailey  
  Ushers: Don New 
 Liturgist:    Perry Sells  
  

10:00   Greeters:    Dick & Mary Ann Gayle 
     Patty Hastings 
 Ushers:   Ogbonna Abarikwu, Kevin Kosan
     Duane & Sandy Church  
     Eric Stanton, Sherry Clark 
 Liturgist:   Winston Vineyard  
 Acolytes: Jordan Stanton, Cole Stanton 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: Board of Trustees 
 

June  16th: 
8:30 Greeters:  Evelyn Nightingale 
  Ushers: Joanne Battershall, Janet Flournoy 
 Liturgist:    Ann Sells  
  

 

10:00   Greeters:    Ethel Tinstman, Brenda Hitesman 
 Ushers:   John & Roxie Helbert 
     Jim Tinstman, Emilie Duncan  
 Liturgist:    Cindy Miaso 
 Acolytes: Rachel Caplan 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: UMW  
 

June 23rd: 
8:30 Greeters:  Evelyn Nightingale  
  Ushers: Joanne Battershall, Janet Flournoy 
 Liturgist:    Jane Pearson 
   

10:00   Greeters:    Ethel Tinstman, Brenda Hitesman 
     Patty Hastings 
 Ushers:   Jim Tinstman, Emilie Duncan 
     John & Roxie Helbert 
     Gary Vieth   
 Liturgist:    Kevin Kosan 
 Acolytes: Zoey Utecht, Avery Utecht 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: Worship Committee 
 

June  30th: 
8:30 Greeters:  TBD 
  Ushers:  Barb Cogan, Jane Pearson 
 Liturgist:    Don New  
  

10:00   Greeters:     Dick & Mary Ann Gayle 
 Ushers:    Doug & Susan Smith 
      Lee & Jacki Anderson 
   Gary Vieth   
 Liturgist:    Ogbonna Abarikwu 
 Acolytes: Brianna Rodriguez, Amanda Rodriguez 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: Church & Society 

 
 

Board Crew:**  
  

David McBride, Elizabeth Williams      
Kent Sanderson, Tim Stumpp, Michael Caplan 

 

Soundboard help needed 

If you would like to volunteer at the soundboard, we 
need you!  No previous special training or experience is 
required.  We will help you learn!  Help would be espe-
cially appreciated on the media presenting side, which 
involves running the PowerPoint presentation each 
week, following the order of worship.  If you would like to 
serve our church this way, please contact the church 
office or email Kent Sanderson,  
Kent.Sanderson@CVSHealth.com. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    

 
  

  
 

1 
2:15p-Al-Anon 

Monday 
Group 

 

2  
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-5th grade) 
. 
 
 

3  
10:00a-Al-Anon  
5:30p-Monday Evening 
   Book Study @Panera 

Bread 
6:00p-FINANCIAL PEACE 
              UNIVERSITY 

4 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-AA 
7:00p-Boy Scout Troop 
109 Committee Meeting 

5 

5:30p-Adult Children  
     of Alcoholics 
6:00p-Bd of Trustees 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
 

6 
9:00a-Piecemakers 
12:30-Cards for 

Outreach 
7:00p-Adult Children  
         of Alcoholics 
 

7 Office Closed 
6:15a-Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast 
 

8 
11:00a-CoDA 

9  
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-VBS Volunteer Mtg. 
            
 
 

10 
8:30a-Mad Science STEM 

Camp  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
5:30p-Monday evening 
     Book Study @Panera  
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109  
7:30p-Church Council 
                
 

11 
8:30a-Mad Science 

STEM Camp  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Family Ministries. 
6:30p-Missions Comm. 
7:00p-AA 
7:30p-Church Council 
 

 

12 
8:30a-Mad Science 

STEM Camp  
4:00p-UMW Serve  
    Dinner at Halle Ctr. 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
 

13 
All Day-Annual  
            Conference 
8:30a-Mad Science 

STEM Camp  
12:30p-Cards for 
               Outreach 
7:00p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
 

14 Office Closed 

All Day-Annual  
            Conference 
8:30a-Mad Science 

STEM Camp  
 

 

 
 

15 
All Day-Annual  
     Conference 
2:15p-Al-Anon 

Monday 
Group 

16  Happy 
Father’s Day 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 

17 10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109  
     
 
 
 

18 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
4:00p-Missions Commit-

tee Serves Dinner 
at Halle Center 

7:00p-AA 

19 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
6:00p-SPRC 
 7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 

20  
NORTHWIND 
ARTICLE DEADLINE  
9:00-Piecemakers 
7:00p-Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 

21 Office Closed 
 

22 
8:00a-Carolyn 

Eynon 

23 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-VBS Decorating—all 

hands on deck! 

24  
9:00a-VBS 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-Boy Scout  Tr.109  
 
 

25 
9:00a-VBS 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:00p-Worship Comm. 
7:00p-AA 
 
 

26 

9:00a-VBS     
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 

27 
9:00a-VBS 
7:00p-Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 

28 Office Closed 
9:00a-VBS 

29 
2:15p-Al-Anon 

Monday 
Group 
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*DEADLINE FOR JULY’S 
NORTHWIND ARTICLES 

IS JUNE 20TH 

30 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
 

      



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

terry@nsumc.com 

P a g e  9  J U N E  2 0 1 9  

July 21 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 
July 28t 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 

 Aug. 4               10am ages 2-6  
 

Please note that our attendance this summer could be 
15-20 children at EACH of the 10:00 a.m. classes.  It 
is so much easier for the teachers if we have two 
adults to team teach in EACH class.  ALL SUN-
DAYS in June, July and Aug.   NEED A SECOND 
TEACHER in each 10:00 a.m. classroom.  This 
team teaching combination could be a husband and 
wife, a parent and an older teenager, parents and 
grandparents, etc. 
 
The Summer Sunday School program is a perfect 
place to share your gifts and passions.  You can com-
mit to as many or as few Sundays as you are interest-
ed in or have the time for.  We have ten Sundays from 
June 2nd through August 4th that need to be filled by 
adults who love children and God. 40 positions are 
available (four adults for the 10:00 a.m.in two sepa-
rate classes) to fill our Summer Sunday School teach-
ing calendar. We will supply the curriculum and the 
support. 
 
Please consider sharing just ONE SUNDAY, and 
that’s just ONE HOUR.  Please sign-up on the bulle-
tin board next to the church library or email Terry 
Wright at terry@nsumc.com so you can share your 
time, gifts and passions with some amazing children. 
 
Please email Terry Wright at terry@nsumc.com so 
you can share your time, gifts and passions.  
 

Come be a blessing to others!!. 
 

Summer Sunday School – Adults Invited! 

 

Welcome summer!  Welcome new possibilities! We 
welcome new faces into a ministry where you are 
encouraged to honor your gifts and passions as you 
seek to be a blessing to others. 
 
The Summer Sunday School program is a perfect 
place to share your gifts and passions.  You can com-
mit to as many or as few Sundays as you are interest-
ed in or have the time for.  We have ten Sundays 
from June 2nd through August 4th that need to be 
filled by adults who love children and God. 40 posi-
tions are available (four adults for the 10:00 a.m. ag-
es 2-6 class, and 10:00am grades 2-6th class) to fill 
our Summer Sunday School teaching calendar. We 
will supply the curriculum and the support.   
 
Please consider sharing just ONE SUNDAY, and 
that’s just ONE HOUR.  Please sign-up on the bulle-
tin board next to the library or email the office. 
 
The Summer Sunday School program is a perfect 
place to share your gifts and passions for just short 
snippets of time.  We will offer two classes at the 
10:00 am service. The following dates are open and 
need teachers: 
      June 16 10am ages 7-12 
  June 23 10am ages 7-12 
  July 7 10am ages 2-6  

 July 14 10am ages 2-6 AND 10am ages 7-12 

JUNE 16TH 
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Please consider joining our ministry team TODAY!  Contact 
Terry Wright on Sunday mornings (usually in the Education 
Office in the East Wing next to Room No. 11) or email her at 
terry@nsumc.com.  

 
Sunday School Teacher  

Appreciation Sunday 
 
Thank you for stopping by to thank our Sunday School 
Teachers!    
 
Thank you to the adults who have shared their Sundays for the 
past ten months!  They have loved their Sunday School students, 

and dedicated their Sundays to 
the children of our congrega-
tion and community. They 
have taught, sung, prayed, 
played, cooked and crafted the 
scripture in hundreds of differ-
ent ways to help make the Bi-
ble come to life for our tod-
dlers, children and youth. 
 
Our education ministry is so 

fortunate to have this dedicated volunteer staff: 
 
Thank you to these amazing 
individuals:  Carol Adams, Di-
nah Bahlman, Leah Bergstrom, 
Laurie & Brian Bieller, Bev 
Blew, Jennifer Caplan, Carol 
Chamberlin, Barb Cogan, Sarah 
Cushman, Jessica Daniel, Janet 
Flournoy, Richelle Hopkins, 
Melissa Keopke, Kim Montana, 
Helen Tang, Kristin Newkirk, 
Tawana Parker, DelRea Pautz, 
Donna Phelps, Barbara Rodriguez, Oliva Johnson, Elizabeth 
Smith, Susan Smith, Paula Howard and Karen Ward. 
 
Thank you to the entire congregation for stopping by to offer 
thanks for their dedication.  We also appreciate those who en-
quired about teaching Sunday School and learned about this 
wonderful ministry team If you would like to be a part of this 
amazing team, please email Terry Wright terry@nsumc.com. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

2nd Grade “Bible Sunday” 
Our 2nd grade students celebrated receiving their very 
own Bible during our service on Sunday, May 19th.  
Thank you to our amazing UMW ladies for donating 
these Bibles. Thank you to our Sunday School teach-
ers (Laurie Bieller and Richelle Hopkins) for leading 
the children weekly in Sunday school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

TEACHER OPENINGS  
for the 2019-20  School Year 

 
SIGN-UP TODAY!!!  
Do you love children and God? Those are two very im-
portant ingredients for being a Sunday School teacher. 
Our church is in need of Sunday School teachers, volun-
teers and classroom assistants for the 2019-2020 school 
year. The more teachers we have, the lighter the load is for 
every teaching ministry team member. The requirements 
are few. You prepare for two one-hour lessons every 
month. We give you the curriculum, supplies, and support. You 
share your faith journey, love of children and love of God with 
little ones and big ones (ages two through high school). It is so 
very important for us to be intentional about sharing our faith 
journeys with the next generation so that they too can under-
stand and celebrate God’s grace.  
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Congregational Care Note: 

 
If you or someone you know would like 

to share communion at home,  
please contact Pastor Leah 
(pastorleah@nsumc.com or  

412/496-3821). 

Junior High Camps are 5-night, 6-day camps (Mon-Sat), open to 
students entering grades 6-8 (Fall 2019). 
 
Youth Mission Camp at Mingus Mountain (June 3-8)  
Grow in your experience of God’s love and in service to oth-
ers!  Youth Mission Camp is new this year and combines even-
ing summer camp activities with daytime service projects in 
local communities.  Youth Mission Camp is a 5-night, 6-day 
camp (Mon-Sat), open to campers entering 7th through 12th 
grades (Fall 2019), plus seniors who just graduated (Spring 
2019).  
 
Two senior high camps are offered, as well. 
 
Youth Mission Camp at Mingus Mountain (June 3-8) 
 
Grow in your experience of God’s love and in service to others! 
Youth Mission Camp combines evening summer camp activities 
with daytime service projects in local communities. Youth Mis-
sion Camp is open to campers entering 7th through 12th grades 
(Fall 2019), plus seniors who just graduated (Spring 2019). 
 
Senior High Leadership Camp at Mingus Mountain (June 
17-22) 
This specialty camp is for 14 Senior High youth campers inter-
ested in learning and growing as leaders.  Campers will have 
inspiring evening sessions with  clergy trained in leadership, as 
well as learn leadership lessons from a variety of Biblical fig-
ures.  Campers will be contacted in advance of camp and their 
input helps to form the basis for what is taught! Campers will 
also take time to provide leadership at some activities at our 
concurrent Elementary Camp. 
  

**Because of limited availability, this session will fill quickly. 
Senior High Leadership Camp is a 5 night, 6 day camp (Mon-
Sat) open to students entering grades 9-12 (Fall 2019), plus sen-
iors just graduated (Spring 2019).  
 

Youth Cabin Assistants 
Youth who are 16 or older may apply to serve as a Cabin Assis-
tant at another camp, as positions are available. Open the camp 
description to find out more about each camp.  

  
Read more about the camps offered and register online, here . 

United Methodist  
SUMMER CAMP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Mingus Mountain Summer Camps 
 
Mingus Mountain is a fantastic camp location for children and 
youth. Whether it is your first week "away" from home, or you 
are a camp veteran, Mingus Mountain Campground can be the 
setting for a fantastic experience in Arizona's mountain wilder-
ness! Below are dates and links for this year's Summer Camps, 
sponsored by the Desert Southwest Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. All camps include leadership by our local 
pastors. 
 
NOTE:  The camp rate of $375 is subsidized by the 
Desert Southwest Conference.  Scholarships of $100 
are available and provided by camp supporters.  To 
receive the scholarship, please select this option during 
registration. 
 
Mingus offers two elementary camp sessions, one in June, and 
one in July 2019: 
 
Elementary Camp 1 at Mingus Mountain (June 17-22) 
Elementary Camp 2 at Mingus Mountain (July 8-13) 
 
Summer Camp at Mingus Mountain is about experiencing the 
adventure of life in the mountains and pines of Arizona amid a 
caring community of friends. Campers explore the wonder of 
Creation and love of God as they take part in a variety of camp 
activities. In addition, this year we re-introduce a night of tent 
camping for 5th and 6th-grade campers! Campers will go “over 
the hill” for a special campfire and to spend the night in our  
open-air tents. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Elementary Camp sessions are 5-night, 6-day camps (Mon-Sat) 
for children entering grades 3-6 (Fall 2019). 
 
Also offered are two junior high camps and one youth mission 
camp. 
 
Jr High Camp 1 at Mingus Mountain (June 17-22) 
Junior High 2 at Mingus Mountain (July 8-13) 
 
Summer Camp provides an ideal time to make new friends, 
explore your identity, and grow in faith! Jr High campers will 
explore and experience God’s Creation and presence with us. 
Youth will be given opportunities to challenge themselves in a 
supportive community environment to build faith and friend-
ships that will last a lifetime. 
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The curriculum and crafts are in, so if you are interested, 
you will be able to leave these meetings with the leader’s 
book for your area of interest, plus you will be able to see 
the crafts, and hear the songs. Again, this year we will 
have a pre-school classroom, so the little ones will not 
have to switch from station to station, but this concept re-
quires more volunteers. You may volunteer one day or all 
five.  We have many options.  If you know anyone that 
would be interested in volunteering, please bring him or 
her to the meeting with you! 

 

 
Lord’s Prayer Milestone 
 
On Sunday, May 5th,  
our preschool and  
kindergarten children  
celebrated their  
Lord’s Prayer  
Milestone during our 10am 
service.  The Sunday School teachers nurtured the 
children to help them learn this very important pray-
er.  It is a prayer that expresses God’s desire to have 
an ongoing relationship with us.  Parents thank you 
for allowing your children to celebrate this new 
knowledge!!!!  All participants received a prayer bear! 
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VBS DECORATING PARTY 
Sunday, June 23rd from 11am-1pm 

 

 

 

 

Come help us decorate the hallways!  
 
We will have our official decorating party on Sun-
day, June 24th from 11-1pm. All members of the 
church are encouraged to join us transform the 
church to match the VBS theme.  We offer a pizza 
dinner at the end of the decorating time. 
 
If you are a interested in volunteering or just learning 
more about our VBS, please come!  If you are unable 
to attend but would like to volunteer, please email 
Terry Wright at terry@nsumc.com. 
 
Friends Are Welcome!!! 
 

VBS Volunteer Meeting Dates 

It’s that time of year again, when we 
meet and plan for our “Rolling River 
Rampage” Day Camp. This fun-
packed camp will be held Monday, 
June 24th through Friday, June 28th, 
9:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon at NSUMC  
”To MARS & BEYOND" Vacation Bible 
Day-Camp 2019 children will explore 
what their life is like when it includes 
God! Campers will experience scripture stories through: 
drama, art, cooking, games, science and puppetry. There 
will also be a 14’ waterslide for the campers to enjoy on 
Friday! 
 
There are two more VBS volunteer meetings. We encour-
age you to come to ALL MEETINGS so we can plan as a 
group:  

Sunday, June 9th @ 11:00am-11:30am  
in education office 

Sunday, June 23rd@ 11:00-1:00pm-decorate 
church & hallways/pizza included  
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VBS DONATIONS &  
VOLUNTEERS are INVITED 

 
 Our 2019 summer day camp is entitled “To Mars & 
Beyond.” This camp adventure will be held Monday, 
June 24th through Friday, June 28th, 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 
noon at NSUMC.  It is open to children ages three 
through twelve. The requested donation is $45 per child 
for the entire week program. 

 At this day camp children will discover that they can 
do far beyond all that they can ask or imagine when their 
daily walk includes God.  VBS “To Mars & Beyond” offers 
energizing music, interactive bible puppetry, super sci-
ence experiments, creative crafts, hands-on mission 
work, delicious snacks, and active games that will help 
kids discover the wonders of the universe!! There will also 
be a 14’ waterslide for the campers to enjoy on Friday! 

Donations-Please collect and send in the following items:  
• space themed decorations,  
• white rope lights, 
• metallic wrapping paper,  
• aluminum foil,  
• paper towels - napkins,  
• 500 paper plates, 500 bowls, 500 4oz cups,  
• hand sanitizer, baby wipes,  

 

--OR-- 
 

WALMART, HOBBY LOBBY       
or HOME DEPOT 

GIFT CARDS 
 

-and- 
 

The following items are also needed just for the science 
class: 

• 1 box 100 count Ziploc sandwich size plastic bags 
• 2 bags regular marshmallows 
• Paper towels 

 
Snack donations - We would greatly appreciate 

  

GROCERY STORE GIFT CARDS 
 
Volunteers- We invite 50 volunteers to help specific sta-
tions including: snacks, crafts, song, games, science, Bi-
ble discovery, Pre-K leaders, puppetry and drama.  We 
also need volunteers to shuttle children from station to 
station.  These positions are available daily or for the en-
tire week.  

 Thursday, June 6th at 12:30pm 
 (1st Thursday of each month)   
 Card Outreach Ministry  
 Contact Cindy Bryant @ 602-900-5512 for information 
Wednesday, June 12th at 4:00pm 
 (2nd Wednesday of each month)  
     Halle Women’s Center—Volunteers serve dinner 
 Contact Cheryl Vieth @ 602-867-7079 if you would 
   like to volunteer 
Thursday, June 13th at 9:00am (this month) 
(2nd Thursday of each month) 
 New Day Circle -will meet this month for breakfast at 
 Mimi’s Café. Guests are welcome. 
 Contact Betty Hosmer @ bettyhosmer@msn.com  
 if you would like to attend. 
Friday, June 28th at 9:00am  
  (last Friday of each month) 
 Card Ministry  
 Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436 
 
Mondays  
 (2nd Monday of each month) 
       Dinner Out (on Hiatus for the summer) 
 Contact Cindy Bryant at 602-900-5512  
Thursdays 
(3rd Thursday of each month) 
 Brown Bag Bookies (on Hiatus for the summer) 
 Contact Joyce Nolan @ 602-690-8383  
Sundays  
   (3rd Sunday of each month)  
 Needle Arts (on Hiatus for the summer) 
 Contact Cherri Escobar at 480-860-2746  

Opportunities for  
Service and Fellowship 

JUNE 2019 UMW Events 

Bakers- We need a few bakers to supply our volunteer 
leaders with daily snacks (fruits and veggies are also 
welcome).  These volunteer youth leaders so appreciate 
the daily treats for “Leader Lounge.”  It would be awe-
some if we could have four dozen items daily. 
 
Please contact Terry Wright if you have questions 480-
860-9573 or terry@nsumc.com   
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HALLE WOMEN’S CENTER  (operated by UMOM) 

 We continue to serve meals twice a month for the wom-
en who are living at the Halle Women’s Center.  Note the 
word “living.”  It is so exciting that these homeless women 
have a place to stay while they get their lives back in order, 
find a job and move to permanent housing!  Our support 
continues to be important as they work through all the chal-
lenges they face.  If you would like to make a cash dona-
tion, please put it in an envelope, mark it for this project, 
and drop it in the collection plate, mail it or drop it off in the 
church office.  If you are interested in volunteering to help 
serve dinner, contact Marilyn Gray at kumama@cox.net or 
Rich Jensen at richardwjensen@yahoo.com.  Remember, 
the homeless don’t go on vacation or leave the area for the 
summer, so keep the help coming and thanks so much! 
 

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES   

 We are still collecting books and magazines for the VA 
and jail libraries.  Please continue to bring donations to the 
Mission Table in Fellowship Hall. 
 

DONATE EYE GLASSES  

 How many pairs of eye glasses do you have stuck in 
the back of a drawer?  Pull them out and bring them to the 
Mission Table.  They will be donated to the Lions Vision 
Program in honor of David Walter. 
  

OTHER MISSION NEWS  

A place where our people are making a difference!  
 Many thanks to the people who faithfully donate books 
and magazines to the Maricopa County jails through the 
church. Our gifts do not go unappreciated or unused. The 
church received a letter from the Library Manager for Mari-
copa County’s jails thanking us for what we have given 
them. We have helped the inmates and help the library by 
allowing funds that would otherwise go towards acquisition 
of materials, to improve services instead. Thanks to your 
donations there is no cost to our Church to provide this ser-
vice.  Church volunteers do the work and deliver these 
items. 

Veterans Initiatives    
 We have partnered with Veterans Court to provide Bus 
Pass cards and other support to provide clothes and shoes 
for interviews.  We also support the Operation StandDown 
effort for Veterans each year. 

Bottled water for the homeless    
 We provide bottled water for the Homeless during the 
summer.  Last year we provided two pallets of bottled wa-
ter.   

 

 

MISSION NOTES: 

 All the above projects are not funded directly by the 
church, but rely on donations from the church populous, 
guests, and members, through contributions in the collec-
tion plate, or contributing through your online giving. You 
can give all of your church contribution, or a portion of it to 
the project you choose. The remainder will go to the gen-
eral Church fund.  Just be sure to designate what percent-
age you would like to specify toward Missions.  For help 
with this, please call the church @ (480) 948-0529 and talk 
with Candace Huey, our Church Office/Business Manager 
on how to arrange it through your online giving.  If you write 
a check for your giving, you can designate what portion of it 
you would like to have go to “Mission Committee” or one of 
its specific programs, in the memo portion of your check.  
  
 The Mission Committee has agreed to hold only one 
ICM Food/Clothing Drive per year, typically in the spring, 
just prior to the Easter holiday.  
 
 We will only be collecting the empty prescription 
bottles and plastic bottles during that drive instead of 
year round so please wait until then to bring in the bot-
tles you’d like to donate. Thank you to all. 
 
 
 

 
 

What happened to you when you “aged out” of foster 
care?  Trinity Opportunity Alliance, focused on con-
necting youth aging out with employment opportuni-
ties, wants to know.  Submit your story and read oth-
ers at www.toaaz.org/stories/ 

 

Carolyn Blaney-Arndt 

Director of Community Development and 
Outreach 
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May 25, 2019            Bishop Bob's Reflection on UMNext 

Dear Members and Friends of the Desert Southwest Conference, 
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ! 
The invitation to attend the UMCNext conversation in Kansas City could not be ignored. Still perplexed by the actions of the 
General Conference to adopt punitive measures tightening the restrictions against inclusion of our LGBTQIA+ siblings, I appre-
ciated the opportunity to participate in the 3-day event hosted by the Church of the Resurrection. 
Like many who attended the event, I was not quite sure what to expect. I had concerns about whether there would be diversity 
in the leadership of the gathering, and whether it was going to be a safe space for honest conversations, whether there was 
going to be adequate time to develop trust among us. Some feared that there would be a pre-determined pathway for the fu-
ture of the church. And yet, like others, I went with an expectation that God was calling us together to try to discern what the 
next step might be for the Methodist movement.   
We were a group of about 600 persons from all US annual conferences who did not know each other, and had reasons to dis-
trust each other’s motives and hopes. Yet, I experienced a time of prayerful reflection, inspiring witness that reminded us of the 
importance of our efforts to create something new for those who longed for a church that truly believed and practiced Christ-
like love for all of God’s children. Clearly there was energy in the room that signaled commitment to work toward that future. 
We were held together by 4 common beliefs. I share them with you here because they form a firm foundation for a great many 
of us. The fuller version of a report from the UMCNext event, please check out: https://dscumc.org/dsc-next/. The 4 common 
beliefs are: 
1. We long to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, committed to a Wesleyan vision of Christianity, anchored in scripture 

and informed by tradition, experience and reason as we live a life of personal piety and social holiness. 
2. We commit to resist evil, injustice and oppression in all forms and toward all people and build a church which affirms the 

full participation of all ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, and abilities. 
3. We reject the Traditional Plan approved at General Conference 2019 as inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ and will 

resist its implementation. 
4. We will work to eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions and penalties in the Discipline regarding LGBTQ per-

sons. We affirm the sacred worth of LGBTQ persons, celebrate their gifts, and commit to being in ministry together. 
I strongly affirm these 4 common beliefs. I participated in the UMCNext conversations, prayed fervently for the Spirit to be pre-
sent with us as we met to create and give life to something new that will proclaim and practice God’s love for all persons. I was 
convinced that the Desert Southwest Conference, already a welcoming conference, has been and is seeking to be just that. As I 
packed to return home, I felt that there was a hope-filled future for the global Methodist movement. It may be through efforts 
to renew our denomination, or it may be through our determination that something entirely new might need to emerge. Time 
will tell. 
That hope will be critical to our future. At the UMCNext gathering, those of us from the Desert Southwest met and discussed 
what next steps would be for us. There was unanimity about our commitment to continue in conversation with the UMCNext 
movement but to also be in dialogue with other groups that are engaging in similar conversations. We agreed that we will begin 
working to engage with you to move into our future, guided by God’s Holy Spirit, breathing new hope and bringing new life to 
our churches and communities.  
Plans are being developed that will invite your input and participation in creating a response to the actions of the General Con-
ference. Your conference leadership will keep you apprised of ways you can assist. Our plans for our Annual Conference in a 
few weeks will include opportunities that will help us know better where we stand in regard to the different options for our fu-
ture. Additionally we are creating a Desert Southwest Forward process with a commitment to receive and utilize your input and 
to involve you in shaping our future. 
For this moment, I ask you to be patient in a time of discovery about our options for the future. I believe it will be essential to 
be in conversation with one another to best determine what that will look like. You and I must continue to listen intently to one 
another, honoring our differences and our diversity. That means being caring of those who are theologically differently aligned 
than you are. It means opening our hearts to care with Christ’s love when we encounter someone who is on the opposite end 
of the theological spectrum about LGBTQIA+ inclusion and other matters that divide us. I expect us to live together in creative 
dialogue and discovery about one another, even if our beliefs about scripture, marriage, inclusion are in tension.  
Even in our differences, we are bound together as sisters and brothers united in Christ’s generous love for us. Despite the con-
flict raging in the church today, we are still called to reach into the communities around us to proclaim that love in acts of kind-
ness, generosity, and mercy. That deep and expansive love defines who we are called to be as Christ followers in the world 
today. I invite you to journey with me in these challenging moments that we will never forsake our mission as we follow Jesus 
Christ. 

In Christ’s shalom, 

 
Robert T. Hoshibata 
Resident Bishop  


