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 Called Anew to Follow was the theme for this year’s 
Annual Conference. Over 500 clergy and laity gathered 
in Mesa, AZ to celebrate the ministry of the Desert 
Southwest Conference. The nature of how we share in 
ministry to and with all people was the topic of table con-
versations to provide a vision for how we are called to 
love others as followers of Jesus Christ.  
 
 North Scottsdale UMC was represented by your pas-
tors along with three delegates: Denise Brasile, Jane 
Pearson, and Mark Armstrong. Each has provided a re-
flection on their experiences. 
 
From Denise: 
How do you feel about praying out loud with people, es-
pecially people you don’t know? You might be a little un-
comfortable, and you’d have plenty of company! Our De-
sert Southwest Conference Laity focused on prayer on 
the first day of Annual Conference. We practiced many 
types of prayers, both alone and with others. The two I 
found most interesting were extemporaneous (off the 
cuff) praying with others for their concerns and praying 
together, alone, where each person voices their own 
prayer out loud at the same time as everyone else. The 
sound of prayers being murmured at the same time, but 
not in unison, by hundreds of people was pretty amazing. 
We heard stories of people praying short prayers with 
people behind them in a checkout line who were obvious-
ly upset about something. People pushing themselves to 
pray at family gatherings for grace before meals or for 
family concerns. It definitely would take practice but feels 
worth it to me. The goal at conference was to be willing 
to be asked to pray as needed at conference. Several 
people volunteered and were called to pray before 
meals, or before the end of a session. I’m not there yet, 
but I’m working on it! How about you? 
 
We spent quite a bit of time considering the Desert 
Southwest Annual Conference response to the legislation 
that passed at the February 2019 General Conference of 
the UMC. A large majority of the people attending our 
Annual Conference voiced and voted that All Means All, 
in that we need not only welcome as members, but ac-
cept full participation as pastors and lay leaders, all per-
sons, regardless of ethnicity, gender, and sexual orienta-
tion. This was heartening to hear. There is, however, 
much work to be done. You will hear more on this in the 
months to come. 

From Jane: 

As in the past, I am always humbled to represent NSUMC 
at the Annual Conference. I continue to be impressed with 
the passion of the other participants and the standards 
our Conference sets in both theology and practice. Almost 
all of the meeting centered around or was colored by 
the adoption of the Traditional Plan at the General Con-
ference and the Desert Southwest Conference re-
sponse. There was agreement that our Confer-
ence reaffirmed that we would continue our position that 
we welcome all as laity and clergy. This is a MAJOR step 
and there are many issues for the Conference, churches 
and even individuals to consider and resolve in the next 
few years. The Conference is being very intentional about 
addressing them and has set up teams around these vari-
ous issues. (More about how individuals can participate 
will be forth coming). Resolution of these issues will be 
difficult and even painful.  Probably most affected will be 
the clergy who may lose the organizational structure that 
they live in such as their financial support (pensions, ben-
efits, etc.). Even with that, I was struck by their courage 
and commitment to each other in support of full inclusion. 
It made me realize that it is time for me to do the same. 

I attended the Church and Society luncheon and heard 
speakers from the INN Project in Tucson and the Asylum 
Seekers Project in Phoenix. These two projects help indi-
viduals who are seeking asylum from violence in their 
own country. These travelers have "passed" the initial 
screening to be eligible to be considered for asylum in the 
United States. They are here legally until their court hear-
ing. It was disturbing to hear how poorly these individuals 
and families are treated by our government but how the 
broader community, under the leadership of these two 
initiatives, has surrounded them with kindness and car-
ing.  

 

From Mark: 

It was an honor to represent our church at the 2019 De-
sert Southwest Annual Conference. We focused on pray-
er and the DSC Way Forward following adoption of the 
Traditional Plan at the 2019 General Conference. An 
overwhelming majority of delegates disavowed the Tradi-
tional Plan thereby reaffirming our Wesleyan values of 
open hearts, open minds and, especially, open doors. I 
remain hopeful for the future of both NSUMC and the 
United Methodist Church. 
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July 7: “Red, White & Blue” In celebration of Inde-
pendence Day-wear your best patriotic attire. 

 

July 14: “Hawaiian” Come to church in your island 
garb. 

 
 
July 21: “Bolo Ties” Today is western day or just wear 
your best Bolo tie to church. 
 

 

July 28 “Christmas in July” Pull out that favorite 
sweater as we join in singing carols today. 

Join us in July for  
Spirit Sundays 

Under the leadership of Bishop Bob Hoshibata, the DSC Way Forward Movement 
was established to promote conversations and initiatives that will impact the work 
of Methodists in the Desert Southwest Conference. The Bishop requested, and it 
was approved, for a special conference to be held September 14 for the purposes 
to address unfinished legislation from this annual conference session. In addition, 
there will be some form of follow up from the General Conference session held this 
past February, and how the United Methodist Church lives out the Wesleyan Tradi-
tion. 

We can take a moment to reflect upon the following questions: 

 

 What does it mean to you to be a United Methodist? 

 Why are you still a United Methodist? 

 What do you value as part of the Desert Southwest Conference? 

 What have we lost, gained, or learned? 

 What is your hope? 

North Scottsdale UMC values all people and aspires to welcome all people and will 
continue to live out its call to serve God and neighbor. We can pray for the direc-
tion of the United Methodist Church that calls us to live as faithful followers of Je-
sus Christ. In this, there is much hope!  

We are grateful to Denise, Jane, and Mark, along with our clergy for their time and 
dedication to attend the conference and to be available to hear your voice. Each of 
us is a valued child of God and a person of great worth. Thank you for your pres-
ence and commitment as a part of the body of Christ through North Scottsdale 
UMC. 

Every day is a holy moment to follow anew! 

My love to you and yours, 

David 
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R   E  C  
T  2019… 

 

Over two years ago, 
our previous Senior 
Pastor, Nancy Cush-
man, encouraged 
me to purse a life-
long dream of taking 
a choir on a tour in 
Central Europe. I am 
so thrilled this dream 
became a reality and 
the entire experience 
exceeded my expec-
tations in so many 
ways. The amount of planning, preparation, and work that 
went into it was overwhelming and sometimes exhausting 
but so richly rewarding. It truly took a village to pull it off 
and I am so very grateful for Pastor David Rennick’s sup-
port and the literally hundreds of people who helped make 
it a success. Through the following narrative I will share 
some highlights and a few personal reflections from among 
the 56 folks who participated. I am extremely proud of how 
our group represented NSUMC and Desert Southwest 
Conference and look forward to doing it again in the future! 

The biggest blessing of all was that everyone arrived in 
Europe on time and back home to the USA safely with no 
one falling severely ill or getting injured on the journey. By 
the grace of God the weather cooperated. Leading up to 
the trip, the forecast called for rain the entire time we were 
to be there. Low and behold, we had near perfect weather 
and only a day and a half of light rain…the Lord is GOOD!   

We started in Vienna, Austria with a welcome dinner in the 
restaurant at our hotel. It was a great opportunity to meet 
and fellowship with each other. Upon meeting our local tour 
guide, he greeted me with an exuberant “Maestro!” Joking-
ly, I mentioned to the choir that I only had to travel 6,000 
miles to Vienna… just to get a little respect! (Well, you can 
guess what my nickname was the rest of way!)  The next 
day we enjoyed a guided tour of the city and walking tour of 
the cemetery where many famous composers are buried 
including Beethoven, Brahms and Schubert. From there we 
arrived at the popular St. Stephen’s Cathedral where we 
performed a concert on the steps to the altar. Several tour-
ists from all over the world were in the Cathedral when we 
started singing and many of them sat down to listen. One 
choir member, Ann Sells, was really touched when she 
noticed a woman sitting in the second row singing along 
with us on “God So Loved the World.”  

We made our way to Melk the following morning where we 
spent some time meandering around this quaint town. 
While there, I stumbled upon a small church and went in. 
The acoustics were heavenly and I thought to myself, we 
must come back here later and sing! So after a wonderful 
tour of the historic Melk Abbey and most memorable perfor-
mance in the Basilica, we headed back to Melk for lunch 

and I asked the choir to meet up afterwards at the small 
Parish Church.  We sang two songs and a few passer 
byers had stopped in and listened. Upon conclusion, a 
few of the members of the choir were talking with some 
of these strangers. When we got back on the bus, Tom 
Basso (bass in the choir) shared this story:  

 “I met a young man from Ft. Huachuca, AZ who is be-
tween deployments to Iraq and has been struggling with 
a lot of things including considering a third deployment. 
He is showing signs of anxiety, depression and hope-
lessness. He said that listening to us sing brought a 
sense of peace to him and helped him see clearer what 
was ahead of him. He said he felt so much better after 
the experience and that this was exactly what he need-
ed to move forward.” 

This recollection sent chills up all of our spines. It was 
not a coincidence that we were in this very place for our 
fellow Arizonan. God placed us in his life at the time he 
needed us. It was at this moment, we all realized the 
choir tour was far more meaningful and purposeful than 
we could have ever imagined. We began to wonder how 
many other stories just like this (that went unshared) 
happened throughout our trip. Sometimes a slight reve-
lation of the mystery of God strengthens our faith ever 
more.  

Two days were spent in Salzburg, Austria. Another town 
rich with music history, where we got to see Mozart’s 
birthplace, Mirabel gardens (where part of the Sound of 
Music was filmed) and sing in the impressive Salzburg 
Cathedral. Again, we were humbled by the many tour-
ists who stopped and listened to our performance and 
expressed their heartfelt gratitude. An evening concert 
at the Basilica of St. Michael in Mondsee was one of the 
greatest musical moments of our time together. Donna 
Marie Hartley, our faithful and talented accompanist had 
the opportunity to play the organ in this venue that dates 
back to the 10th century! It was a thrill to hear her play 
and the sound in that space was spectacular.  We had a 
nice sized audience of local residents and our loyal 
“groupies” whom often mentioned that they were moved 
to tears during our performances. We were further 
blessed by the staff at the church who were so loving 
and accommodating. Our message and music had a 
profound impact on folks we will never see again, yet in 
those moments we were connected. I believe this was 
the Holy Spirit working through us to bring the word of 
God to others – a comfort, reaffirmation and inspiration.  

Our next stop was the beautiful countryside of Germany 
where we spent one night in the unique town of Etal and 
had the privilege of touring the Passion Play venue in 
Oberammergau. We even sang on the stage there and 
it was a memorable experience for all along with an im-
promptu performance at the cathedral in the Abbey near 
our hotel.  

A final trek took us to the amazing country of Switzer-
land. We were in awe of the Swiss Alps and enjoyed 3 
nights outside the beautiful town of Lucerne. A city walk-
ing tour, lake cruise and venture up Mt. Pilatus were 
some of the highlights. Our final performance was in the 
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town of Meggen - a joint performance with the City of 
Lucerne Choir. It was such a delight for us to be in the 
audience with nearly 100 local residents for part of the 
concert. The city choir was comprised of about 15 
young adults who sang in a pop/show style and whose 
repertoire spanned popular show tunes to an uplifting 
gospel anthem we regularly sing at NSUMC entitled 
“Total Praise.”  And as a bonus, we plan to sing one of 
their pieces at an upcoming church service thanks to 
Pastor Leah Bergstrom’s charm and persuasion! 

The people on this trip made it incredible. The choir 
members who practiced so many hours both within 
rehearsals and on their own enabled us to sing like 
angels. Words can’t express my gratitude to all of the 
individuals who participated.  

Our last night in Europe was very special as we shared 
a group meal together at a small Italian restaurant 
where Dave Decker and I got to show off our waiter 
skills.  Following dinner we all sat outside at the patio 
of our hotel. Leah led us in a devotional and prayer and 
we had the opportunity to share many meaningful ex-
periences from the tour with each other.  

I close this article with a few of these memories and I 
thank you all from the bottom of my heart for your con-
tinued commitment and support of the music ministry 
program here at NSUMC.  

Singing in those amazing venues is something I will 
never forget. May the Lord Bless you and Keep all of 
you until we sing again!  -Jeannette Delster, Tenor 
(member of Cross in the Desert UMC) 

Prior to our performance at St. Stephens, we struck up 
conversation with a couple from the U.S. who had been 
working in Europe for the past 4 years. They asked if 
they could come and watch and we told them of 
course. They were homesick and happy to have a taste 
of home to listen to.  -Vickie Wessel, Alto  

It was a wonderful experience from beginning to end. 
The choir sounded fantastic and there were some 
times it brought me to tears.  -Jane Pearson 

Special thanks to Dave Decker for handling all of the 
intricacies of travel for 56 people; and the most fun was 
making the trip with such  a great group of friends - - - 
unforgettable!   -Barb Langham, Alto  

It was an honor and thrill to sing with the choir and to 
stand in those historic places of worship to praise God 
in song.  The reverb from the perfect acoustics in many 
of the venues gave us a sample of the heavenly echo 
of the concert…as we all blended our voices so amaz-
ingly well!  -Bob Bergstrom, Tenor  

Blessings, 

Darin Read 
Director of Music  

SHARE YOUR STORY      

-$500.00 PRIZE- 

We want to hear your story!  It doesn’t matter if you are 18 
or 81.  Did you age out of foster care?  We want to share 
your memories about who made a difference in your life 
as you aged out!  We want to hear the good, the bad, the 
success stories.  Was there an adult who listened to you, 
motivated you, or helped you?  This is your chance to 
share about them, to say thank you, and tell other people 
how being a caring mentor can make all the difference for 
a foster youth.  Plus it is your chance to win cash!  Your 
stories will be published with only first names or initials, 
whatever you feel comfortable with. 

Trinity Opportunity Alliance is a non-profit organization 
based in Phoenix working to connect young adults who 
have aged out of foster care with opportunities for employ-
ment.  We do it by partnering with employers and youth 
serving agencies to learn about employment opportuni-
ties, connect with youth, and to train employers on how to 
better work with foster youth.  To date, we have connect-
ed over 150 youth with employment opportunities! 

Award will be random draw $500.00 on August 1, 2019 
 

                   www.toaaz.org/stories  
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Church and Society conducted a survey 
to determine our congregation’s interest 
in social justice issues.  Thanks to all of 
you who responded.  We had a nice re-

sponse.  The topic of immigration had, by far, the highest 
number of “votes”.  This is a complex issue and does not 
lend itself to a one time forum.  Church and Society will 
be planning a series of opportunities for all of us to learn 
more about this challenging topic.    If you are interested 
in helping to plan these experiences contact Jane Pear-
son at janepearson@cox.net.   

A first step in understanding any issue is to understand 
the definitions and background of the various terms con-
nected to that issue.  This will hopefully help do so for 
terms used when we talk about immigration.    
 

US Immigra on: 
The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, an agen-
cy within the US Department of Homeland Security, is 
responsible for processing immigration and naturalization 
applications and establishing policies regard-
ing immigration services. 
There are a number of different ways an individual who is 
not a citizen may legally live and work in the United 
States.  This person holds a “green” card which allows 
them to legally work in the US.  Generally he or she fall 
under one of three major categories: 
 

Family-based immigration.  The individual is a close fami-
ly member of a citizen of the US:  spouse, child, par-
ent, sibling, etc. 

Employment-based immigration.  The individual has cer-
tain employment related skills that are needed or 
wanted in the US such as physicians, scientists, ath-
letics, executives or other specialty skills.  It also in-
cludes unskilled workers such as those who work in 
service industries or agriculture.  There is a special 
category that includes individuals who have invested 
$1 million in a US enterprise. 

Humanitarian immigration.  These are individuals who are 
legally (visa holders) in the US as refugees or 
asylees. 

Other categories include persons who worked for the US 
government in areas of conflict or qualify because of 
other specific conditions.  The list is long.  

 

Refugee: 
Under U.S. law, a “refugee” is a person who is unable or 
unwilling to return to his or her home country because of 
a “well-founded fear of persecution” due to race, member-
ship in a particular social group, political opinion, religion, 
or national origin.  This definition is based on the United 
Nations 1951 Convention and 1967 Protocols relating to 
the Status of Refugees, which the United States became 
a party to in 1968.  Following the Vietnam War and the 
U.S. experience resettling Indochinese refu-
gees, Congress passed the Refugee Act of 1980, which 
incorporated the Convention’s definition into U.S. law and 

provides the legal basis for today’s U.S. Refugee Admis-
sions Program (USRAP). 
 

The President, in consultation with Congress, determines 
the number of refugee admissions by country of origin 
each year. The State Department and Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) are the primary agencies that 
assess the viability of different refugee populations for 
admission and process the individuals.  Each refugee  
must undergo a rigorous interviewing process to ensure 
that the individual meets the “refugee” definition and then 
undergoes extensive screening and a security clearance 
process.  About 1,000 refugees are resettled in Arizona 
each year.  These individuals are expected to find jobs 
and support themselves within 6 months of arriving. 
 

Asylum Seeker: 
When people flee their own country and seek sanctuary 
in another country, they apply for asylum – the right to 
be recognized as a refugee and receive legal protection 
and material assistance.   A person becomes an asylum 
seeker by making a formal application for the right to re-
main in another country and keeps that status until the 
application has been concluded. The appli-
cant becomes an "asylee" if their claim is accepted 
and asylum is granted. 

Migrant: 
While there is no formal legal definition of an international 
migrant, most experts agree that an international migrant 
is someone who changes his or her country of usual resi-
dence, irrespective of the reason for migration or legal 
status. Generally, a distinction is made between short-
term or temporary migration, covering movements with a 
duration between three and 12 months, and long-term or 
permanent migration, referring to a change of country of 
residence for a duration of one year or more. 
 

Undocumented immigrant:   
The easy definition of an undocumented immigrant is that 
he or she is a foreign-born person who doesn't have a 
legal right to be or remain in the United States.   There 
are many ways this happens.  There are individuals who 
cross the border for work.  There are individuals who were 
brought here as children.  There are individuals who have 
come as visitors with a visa (students, family, etc.) and 
just stayed when their visa expired. 
 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE 
ABOUT MIGRANT AND REFUGEE ISSUES 
ALONG THE ARIZONA BORDER?  THE CONFER-
ENCE WILL HELP US WITH A VISIT TO 
NOGALES TO VISIT SHELTERS AND DETEN-
TION CENTERS AND HEAR FROM BORDER PA-
TROL, SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS AND 
AN IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY.  IF YOU ARE IN-
TERESTED, CONTACT JANE PEARSON AT 
JANEPEARSON@COX.NET. 

JULY 2019 



 

 

P a g e  6  J U L Y  2 0 1 9  

Come Join Us!  
 

Children’s choirs, (Cherub Choir 
and Kids of Grace) rehearse dur-

ing 10:00am Sunday School 
 
• The youth choir, AngeliX (grades 6–12), rehearses 

on Sundays at 11:00am in room 14 
• The adult Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesday 

evenings from 7:00–8:30pm  
 

If you are not a singer, perhaps playing in the Handbell 
choir is a good opportunity for you?  
• Our adult Handbell choir rehearses on Thursday  
       evenings at 7:00pm 
• Our beginning Handbell choir rehearses Sunday  
       afternoons at 4:00pm  You will learn the mechanics 
       and basic techniques of ringing. Knowledge of read 
       ing music is helpful, but not necessary.  

 
For additional information on any of our music groups, 
please contact one of the leaders listed: 

1 Cheryl Johnson 
1 Sue Metzer 
1 Rebecca Nolan 
3 Ryan Brueckner 
3 Carol Cloutier 
3 Keegan Koepke 
3 Bev Snodgrass 
4 Caitlyn Schaper 
6 Melissa Koepke 
6 Jeff Miller 
6 Terry Wright 
7 Michael Gillette 
7 Winston Vineyard 
7 Janet Warren 
7 Julie Whitley 
7 Abby Wight 
8 Emily Gillette 
9 Richelle Hopkins 
9 Grace Newkirk 
11 Barbara Chesley 

11 John Hays 
12 Jackie Leicht 
12 Pat Marcanio 
13 Sophie Brasile 
13 Patrick Dye 
13 Denise Gerald 
13 Aubrey Quadlin 
16 Judi Gould 
16 Ernie Johnson 
16 Marlys Rodgers 
17 Linda Dall 
17 Ian McBride 
17 Jack Stearns 
18 Carey Stanton 
19 Ben Brasile Jr 
19 Roger Forsyth 
20 Marianne Bender 
20 Kolton Koepke 
20 Morgan Weaver 
21 McKenna Major 

22 Drew Whipple 
23 Stella Martin 
23 Craig Miller 
24 Nancy Dye 
24 Dianna Weaver 
26 Dee Plecas 
27 Jill Hair 
27 Tim Metzer 
27 Jim Tinstman 
28 Betty Jean Busching 
28 Dick Carpenter 
28 Sherry Clark 
28 Hailey Stelse 
28 Teri Wight 
29 Adam Wight 
30 Mary Miller 
31 Dayna Brown 
31 Steve Fiske 
31 Mark Mexal 
31 Keri Orcutt 

May you have a day filled with God’s blessings! 

 

 Darin Read, Director of Music and Chancel Choir  
  – darin@nsumc.com 
 Donna Marie Hartley, Organist and Handbell Choir 
  Director – donna.marie@tutanota.com  
 Joyce Nolan, Novice Handbell Choir  
  – aznolans@cox.net 
 Kim Montana, Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs 
  – kmontana1000@gmail.com 

 Ed & Ruth 
Schmelzel 

 

68 YEARS!!! 



 

 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir 
 Darin Read 
Organist/Handbell Choirs  
 Donna Marie Hartley 
Children’s & Youth Choirs  
 Kim Montana 
Novice Handbells 
 Joyce Nolan 

Acolyte Coordinator  
                   Kirsty Zulu 

Ushers/Greeters/Liturgists 
          
We are always in need of Greeters &  
Ushers.  Please contact the office and  
volunteer for this ministry! 

          

GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, ACOLYTES, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

July 7th: 
8:30 Greeters: Joyce Yarbrough  
  Ushers: Joanne Battershall, Johnny Ware 
 Liturgist:    Perry Sells  
  

10:00   Greeters:    Fred & Polly Ann Smith 
     Lois Sperl, Gary Grinde 
 Ushers:    Gary Vieth, Kevin Kosan 
     John & Roxie Helbert 
     Wavalee McArtor, Ogbonna Abarikwu 
 Liturgist:    Anne Nicol 
 Acolytes: Ella Kearns, Rachel Caplan 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: Congregational Care 
Communion Serving: Membership Committee 
   

July  14th: 
8:30 Greeters:  Barb Cogan 
  Ushers: Jane Pearson, Janet Flournoy 
 Liturgist:   Don New  
   

10:00   Greeters:    Nancy Hansen  
 Ushers:    Emilie Duncan, Eric Stanton 
      Lee & Jacki Anderson 
     Jim & Ethel Tinstman 
 Liturgist:    Cindy Miaso 
 Acolytes: TBD 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: Family Ministries 
 

July  21st: 
8:30 Greeters: Evelyn Nightingale  
  Ushers:  Jane Pearson, Barb Cogan 
 Liturgist:    Joanne Battershall 
   

10:00   Greeters:  Fred & Polly Ann Smith 
   Darlene Tibbits  
 Ushers:    Andrew Song, Gary Vieth 
     Duane & Sandy Church 
     Kevin Kosan, Ogbonna Abarikwu 
 Liturgist:   Tom Weaver 
 Acolytes: Zoey Utecht, Avery Utecht 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: Fellowship Committee 
    
July  28th: 
8:30 Greeters:  Ron & Marilyn Bailey  
  Ushers: Joanne Battershall, Janet Flournoy 
 Liturgist:    Jane Pearson 
  

10:00   Greeters:     Brenda Hitesman 
     Karen Coatsworth, Dorothy Olson 
 Ushers:    Wavalee McArtor, Gary Grinde
     Lee & Jacki Anderson  
 Liturgist:   Dick Langham 
 Acolytes: Juliette Klobucar, Ella Kearns 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: Finance Committee 
 

 

 
 

Board Crew:**  
  

David McBride, Elizabeth Williams      
Kent Sanderson, Tim Stumpp, Michael Caplan 

 

Soundboard help needed 

If you would like to volunteer at the soundboard, we 
need you!  No previous special training or experience is 
required.  We will help you learn!  Help would be espe-
cially appreciated on the media presenting side, which 
involves running the PowerPoint presentation each 
week, following the order of worship.  If you would like to 
serve our church this way, please contact the church 
office or email Kent Sanderson,  
Kent.Sanderson@CVSHealth.com. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

10:00a-Al-Anon  
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109  

2 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
12:30p-Cards for  
            Outreach 
7:00p-Boy Scout Troop 
      109 Committee Mtg 
 7:00p-AA 

3 
5:30p-Adult Children  
     of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 

4  Independence 
      Day-Office Closed 
7:00p-Adult Children  
         of Alcoholics 

5  Office Closed 
  
 

6 
2:15p-Al-Anon 

Monday 
Group 

 

7 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
          -(age 2-5th grade) 
12:00-3:00pm  

 Youth Group Potluck 
      Pool Party 

1:10p-Diamondbacks  
          baseball game 
. 

8 
8:30a-MAD SCIENCE 
           STEM CAMP 
10:00a-Al-Anon  
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109  
            
           
 
 
                      

9 
8:30a-MAD SCIENCE 
           STEM CAMP 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Family Ministries. 
6:30p-Missions Comm. 
7:00p-AA 
 

10 

8:30a-MAD SCIENCE 
           STEM CAMP 
4:00p-UMW Serve  
    Dinner at Halle Ctr. 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
6:00p-Bd. of Trustees 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 

11 
8:30a-MAD SCIENCE 
           STEM CAMP 
7:00p-Adult Children  
         of Alcoholics 
 
 
 

12 Office Closed 
8:30a-MAD SCIENCE 
           STEM CAMP 

13 
 

14 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
12:00p-Youth Group 
   Celebrating Christmas in 
   July & Ornament making 

15 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109  
 

16 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
4:00p-Missions Commit-

tee Serves Dinner 
at Halle Center 

7:00p-AA 
 

17 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
6:00p-SPRC 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
 

18 
9:00a-Piecemakers 
7:00p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
 
 
 

19 Office Closed 
 

 

 
 
 

20 
NORTHWIND 
ARTICLE 
DEADLINE  
 

21  
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-New Member  
            Orientation 
 

22  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
     
 
 
 
 

23 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-AA 
 
 

24 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
 7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
    
 
 

25 
7:00p-Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 
 

26 Office Closed 
9:00a-Card Ministry@ 
       Janet Flournoy’s 

27 
11:00a-CoDA 
 
12:00p-Youth 
Group Overnight 
Lock-In/Marvel 
Movie Marathon 

28 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
 
 
 

29 
8:30a-MAD SCIENCE 
           STEM CAMP 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-Boy Scout  Tr.109  
 
 

30 
8:30a-MAD SCIENCE 
           STEM CAMP 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-AA 
 
 

31 

8:30a-MAD SCIENCE 
           STEM CAMP 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
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*DEADLINE FOR AUGUST’S 
NORTHWIND ARTICLES 

IS JULY 20TH 



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

terry@nsumc.com 

P a g e  9  J U L Y  2 0 1 9  

Did a Sunday School Teacher support your 
Faith Journey? 
 

Did you attend Sunday School as a child? Do you 
remember the love and support you were shown? 
Could you donate an hour of your week to help sup-
port the next generation? Our church is in need of 
Sunday School teachers, and classroom aides for 
the 2019-2020 school year.  
 
Please share your love of children and God.   These 
are two very important ingredients for being a Sun-
day School teacher. The more teachers we have, the 
lighter the load is for every teaching ministry team 
member. The requirements are few. You prepare for 
two one-hour lessons every month. We give you the 
curriculum, supplies, and support. You share your 
faith journey, love of children and love of God with 
little ones and big ones (ages two through high 
school). It is so very important for us to be intentional 
about sharing our faith journeys with the next genera-
tion so that they too can understand and celebrate 
God’s grace.  
 
If you would like more information, , please see Terry 
Wright on Sunday mornings (in the Education Office 
in the East Wing next to Room No. 11) or, email her 
at terry@nsumc.com or join  our Back to School 
teacher meeting on August 4th at 10am to learn more!  

 
 
 
Thank YOU 2018-19 Sunday 

School Teachers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Thank you to the adults 
who have shared their 
Sundays during the 
2018-2019 school year!  
They have loved their 
Sunday School stu-
dents, and dedicated 
their Sundays to the 
children of our congregation and community. They have 

Summer Sunday School – Adults Invited! 

 

Welcome summer!  Welcome new possibilities! We wel-
come new faces into a ministry where you are encouraged 
to honor your gifts and passions as you seek to be a 
blessing to others. 
 
THANK YOU to the AMAZING adults who have already 
volunteered!  We only have a couple classes left in need 
of your kind heart! 

 July 14 10am ages 7-11 OPEN 
 July 28 10am ages 2-6 OPEN    
                             AND 10am ages 7-11 OPEN 
 Aug. 4 10am ages 2-6 OPEN 
 

The Summer Sunday School program is a perfect place to 
share your gifts and passions.  You can commit to as 
many or as few Sundays as you are interested in or have 
the time for.  We will supply the curriculum and the sup-
port. 
 
Please consider sharing just ONE SUNDAY, and that’s 
just ONE HOUR.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board 
next to the library or email Terry Wright at ter-
ry@nsumc.com so you can share your time, gifts and pas-
sions.  
 

Come be a blessing to others!!. 
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Substitute teachers-  more adults are needed for our 
Sunday school teachers.  If you would like your name add-
ed to our roster as a substitute (this is totally flexible and 
only once or twice a year) please let us know! 

We will discuss: 
- Highlights/Concerts/Events for the 2019-2020 
       NSUMC Sunday School year 
- Milestones and related curriculum 
- Godly Play curriculum map 
- Updates on YOUTH & CREATIVE CHRISTIANS 
-  and have refreshments! 

 
CONSIDERING TEACHING???... This meeting would 
be a great opportunity to hear about our activities and 
curriculum. Fellowship is an added bonus! ALL INVIT-
ED! Any questions please email Terry at ter-
ry@nsumc.com 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
2019-20  School Year 

 
CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 2019-2020  
Mark your calendars because our first day of full Sunday 
School will begin on August 11th.  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL & GODLY PLAY, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
— Sunday School is for children and youth ages 2 through 
18. Ages 2-5 will meet in the North Wing; grades 1-5 will 
meet in the East Wing; middle school (grades 6-8th) will 
meet in room #13 and high school students will meet room 
#12. 
 
Sunday School will begin immediately following Children's 
Moments (this occurs about 10 minutes into the service). 
Children are asked to sit with their parents through Chil-
dren's Moments and then proceed to their respective 
classrooms. Parents may walk their children to class if that 
is more comfortable for the family. 

 
We look forward to another fun-filled and blessed 

year! 

taught, sung, prayed, played, cooked, experimented and 
crafted the scripture in hundreds of different ways to help 
make the Bible come to life for our toddlers, children and 
youth. 

 
For every lesson you’ve prepared, the love of God has 
been shared!!! 

 
Our education ministry is so fortunate to have this dedicat-
ed volunteer staff: 
 
Thank you to these amazing individuals:  Carol & Bill  
Adams, Dinah Bahlman, Leah Bergstrom, Laurie & Brian 
Bieller, Bev Blew, Jennifer Caplan, Carol Chamberlin, 
Barb Cogan, Sarah Cushman, Jessica Daniel, Janet 
Flournoy, Emily Gerberding, Richelle Hopkins, Melissa 
Keopke, Kim Montana, Helen Tang, Kristin Newkirk, 
DelRea Urban, Donna Phelps, Barbara Rodriguez, Olivia 
Johnson, Elizabeth and Emily Smith, Susan Smith, Paula 
Howard and Karen Ward. 
 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MEETING 
August 4th from 10:00-11:00 a.m.  
In room #11 (next to the education office) 

 
NSUMC Teachers/Substitutes of children /youth, nursery 
staff AND those considering teaching Sunday School, 

Welcome back to another exciting year of Sunday 
School!  Thank you for an amazing 2018-19 year!  You 
were all fabulous, as usual!  You are such a wonderful gift 
to our congregation and children!  Thank YOU! 
  
 Here are the potential 2019-20 Teacher Assignments: 

2 year olds:                         
 Barb Cogan, Jessica Daniels,  
 two more teachers invited 
Pre-K and K:                       

Janet Flournoy, Carol Adams, Barbara Rodriguez, Eliza-
beth & Emily Smith, Emily Gerberding, Del Rea Urban, 
Melissa Koepke 
two more teachers invited 

1st-3rd grade:                    
Bev Blew, Olivia Johnson, Carol Chamberlin 

4th-5th grade:     
Laurie Bieller, Richelle Hopkins, Jennifer Caplan 

6-8th grade:                        
 four Teachers Invited 
9th-12th grade:          

Sarah Cushman,  Brian Bieller,  
two more teachers invited 

Godly Play teachers:               
Janet Flournoy, Barb Rodriguez, Terry Wright, two 
more storytellers invited 
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“To Mars & Beyond” VBS  
THANK YOU!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you to the following volunteers for creating an ex-
citing and action packed VBS for the children in our com-
munity!  The “To Mars & Beyond” VBS day camp allowed 
the children to put their energy into action through: sci-
ence, drama, art, cooking, games, and puppetry.  They 
also enjoyed a 14’ waterslide on Friday! 
 

If you see one of these amazing volunteers, please 
thank them! 

 
 

Joanne Battershall 
Bob Bergstrom 
Laura Bergstrom 
Bev Blew 
Denise Brasile 
Ben Brasile 
Karen Coatsworth 
Barb Cogan 
Jessica Daniel 
Colin Daniel 
Kate Daniel 
Claudia Day 
Susan Duarte 
Francia Flournoy  
Janet Flournoy 
Jami Freeman 
Lisa Gappa 
Emily Gerberding 
Brooke Green 
Charlotte Hake 
DeAnna Handorf 
Olivia Johnson 

Krithika Junne 
Leo Kearns 
Owen Kearns 
Sue Kennedy 
Melissa Koepke 
Christi Lester 
Nancy Lewis 
Shelby Lewis 
Deborah Leicht 
Jake McAuliff 
McKenna Major 
Emily Major 
Melanie Martin 
Wavalee McArtor 
Heather Mitchell 
Hannah Mitchell 
Gabriella Mitchell 
Maya Mitchell 
Ava Pautz 
Kaylee Hart 
Tammi Nygen 
Aubrey Quadlin 

Barbara Rodriguez 
Nadia Rodriguez 
Cathy Sherry 
Susan Smith 
Eric Stanton 
Jerome Sudhakar 
Julie Tissaw 
Lindsey Vieth 
Kristin Vieth 
Katie Wasson 

Church Staff: 
Barbara Hansen 
Candace Huey 
Pastor Leah Bergstrom 
Pastor David Rennick 
Pastor Dave Wasson 
Sarah Cushman 
Carey Johnson 
Terry Wright 
Dinah Bahlman 
Derek West 
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Blessing of the Backpacks  
Milestone 

Sunday, August 11th, 2019 --- 10:00am  

 
Blessing of the Backpacks is our first milestone of the 
school year.  NSUMC would like to send children back to 
school with a bag tag and a blessing!  For those that are 
not sending a student off to school, we welcome your 
donation of a NEW backpack to be blessed and distribut-
ed to Vista del Camino. 

Please bring the backpacks to church on Sunday August 
11th to have both the child and their backpack blessed in 
our 10:00 a.m. worship service. 

These backpacks are a constant companion as they go 
about their school day. It is a comfort to have a blessing 
placed on these bags.  After the blessing each teacher 
and child will receive a bag tag to add to their backpack.  
The tags stand as a visual reminder of God’s presence in 
their daily lives.   

If you are not a teacher or student, you can still be a 
blessing to other children by purchasing a NEW back-
pack and bringing it to the church August 11th. The new 
backpacks will be blessed, tagged and distributed to 
Vista del Camino.  Vista del Camino is a recreational fa-
cility in south Scottsdale (7700 E. Roosevelt St Scotts-
dale, AZ 85257) that offers after school care, clothing, 
food and school supplies to less fortunate children. 

 

Brittany Glenn CON-
CERT 

Sunday, August 11th 
11:30am-12:30pm 
In Fellowship Hall 

 

 Following the 10am service N.S.U.M.C. will host a 
concert by Brittany Glenn.  Glenn has been featured on 
the Today Show, performed on CMT’s Country Count-
down, has released two singles and one EP album. She 
has Oklahoma roots but she is an L.A. transplant. Her 
second album is due out this summer. Glenn will perform 
from 11:30am-12:30pm. The concert is free and open to 
the public.  The community is also invited to partici-
pate in the backpack mission project by donating a 
new backpack or school supplies. Please R.S.V.P 
because we have limited seating. 

 

ARE YOU A BARGAIN SHOPPER???  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are a bargain shopper, the Family Ministry Team 
would greatly appreciate it if you would consider shop-
ping and donating some school supplies to our NSUMC 
Sunday School classrooms.  This time of year shoppers 
can purchase: 
 

• glue (both liquid and stick),  
• crayons,  
• reams of Xerox paper (white and color) 
• magic markers 
• Clorox wipes 
• Expo black dry erase markers  
• Masking tape 
• Children’s scissors 
• and construction paper 

 

..for pennies (literally).  If you are a great bargain shop-
per, our Sunday School children would tremendously 
benefit from your shopping talents.  Please bring all do-
nations to the education office and thank you in advance 
for your support of our children!!!  
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College Graduates: 
 
Sara Gannon   Grand Canyon University 

MBA in Management 
Parents:         Michael & Chris ne Gannon 
 

Tyler Johnson  Yale University 

Masters in Global Public Health: Epidemiology  
Parents:  Steve & Carey Johnson 
 

Noah Loumankin Arizona State University 

BS in Chemistry and Math 
Parents:    James & Amy Loumankin 
 

Aus n Berlin Arizona State University 

BS in Business Administra on 
Grandparent:  Donna Mariner 
 

Madison Montana Northern Arizona University 

BS in Exercise Science 
Parents:      Chuck & Kim Montana 
 

Megan C. Nolan  Northern Arizona University 

Masters in History 
Parents: Leo & Joyce Nolan 
 

Kris  Lee Howard University of Arizona 

Masters in Accoun ng & CPA 
Parents:       Jose & Barbara Rodriguez 
Grandparent:  Claudia Day 
 

Morgan Wilke Academy of Art University 

BA – Art Educa on  
Parents:    Jamie & Heidi Wilke  

High School Graduates: 

Gary Schmidt  Lawrence High School 
Foster Grandparents:  Larry & Cathy Dunlap 
 

Luke Edward Dunlap Lawrence High School 

Grandparents:  Larry & Cathy Dunlap 
 

Aus n Endres Chaparral High School  

H.S. Diploma 
Grandparents:  Art & Janet Endres 

 

Emily Gerberding Horizon High School  

H.S. Diploma 
Parents:   Doug & Nancy Gerberding 
 

Maggie Hansen     Pinnacle High School  

H.S. Diploma 
Seal of Biliteracy 
NAU Lumberjack Scholarship 
Will a end Northern Arizona University 
Parents:   Curt & Nicole Hansen 
Grandparents:  Ray & Nancy Li eral 
          Larry & Barbara Hansen 
 

Parks Mariner Mesquite High School  

H.S. Diploma 
Grandparent:   Donna Mariner 

 

Kylee TollefsonConway High School, AK 

Will a end U.S. Air Force Academy  
Grandparent:  Alice Tollefson  

Congrats to our Graduates & Continuing Education Students! 

Our congregation is so proud of the lifelong learners that we have in our midst!  
Here is a list of the 2019 students and their accomplishments. We  

celebrated this milestone during our June 3rd 10am service. 
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Mother’s and Father’s Day Thanks! 
 

Many memories and smiles were captured on 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day with our photo 
booths!  It was a wonderful way to celebrate our 
loved ones and show thanks to all our Mom’s and 
Dad’s. We also thank all the people in our lives and 
congregation that support and love  
us like family.   
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HALLE WOMEN’S CENTER  (operated by UMOM) 

 We continue to serve meals twice a month for the wom-
en who are living at the Halle Women’s Center.  Note the 
word “living.”  It is so exciting that these homeless women 
have a place to stay while they get their lives back in order, 
find a job and move to permanent housing!  Our support 
continues to be important as they work through all the chal-
lenges they face.  If you would like to make a cash donation, 
please put it in an envelope, mark it for this project, and 
drop it in the collection plate, mail it or drop it off in the 
church office.  If you are interested in volunteering to help 
serve dinner, contact Marilyn Gray at kumama@cox.net or 
Rich Jensen at richardwjensen@yahoo.com.  Remember, 
the homeless don’t go on vacation or leave the area for the 
summer, so keep the help coming and thanks so much! 
 

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES   

 We are still collecting books and magazines for the VA 
and jail libraries.  Please continue to bring donations to the 
Mission Table in Fellowship Hall. 
 

DONATE EYE GLASSES  

 How many pairs of eye glasses do you have stuck in the 
back of a drawer?  Pull them out and bring them to the Mis-
sion Table.  They will be donated to the Lions Vision Pro-
gram in honor of David Walter. 
  

OTHER MISSION NEWS  

A place where our people are making a difference!  
 Many thanks to the people who faithfully donate books 
and magazines to the Maricopa County jails through the 
church. Our gifts do not go unappreciated or unused. The 
church received a letter from the Library Manager for Mari-
copa County’s jails thanking us for what we have given 
them. We have helped the inmates and help the library by 
allowing funds that would otherwise go towards acquisition 
of materials, to improve services instead. Thanks to your 
donations there is no cost to our Church to provide this ser-
vice.  Church volunteers do the work and deliver these 
items. 

Veterans Initiatives    
 We have partnered with Veterans Court to provide Bus 
Pass cards and other support to provide clothes and shoes 
for interviews.  We also support the Operation StandDown 
effort for Veterans each year. 

Bottled water for the homeless    
 We provide bottled water for the Homeless during the 
summer.  Last year we provided two pallets of bottled water.   

 

 

MISSION NOTES: 

 All the above projects are not funded directly by the 
church, but rely on donations from the church populous, 
guests, and members, through contributions in the collection 
plate, or contributing through your online giving. You can 
give all of your church contribution, or a portion of it to the 
project you choose. The remainder will go to the general 
Church fund.  Just be sure to designate what percentage 
you would like to specify toward Missions.  For help with 
this, please call the church @ (480) 948-0529 and talk with 
Candace Huey, our Church Office/Business Manager on 
how to arrange it through your online giving.  If you write a 
check for your giving, you can designate what portion of it 
you would like to have go to “Mission Committee” or one of 
its specific programs, in the memo portion of your check.  
  
 
 

 

         The Board of Trustees would like to express 
their appreciation to Duane Church, Derek West, 
John Helbert & Dick Langham for preparing and 
resealing the outside wall of the Godly Play room 
in the east Sunday School wing. Derek helped 
with spray washing to prep the wall and the 3 ami-
gos (Duane, John & Dick) sprayed 3 coats of seal-
ant the next morning. Hopefully, there will no long-
er be moisture seepage through the wall!  This is 
the first step to repairing several walls.   
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     United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the glob-
al ministries of the church. 
     Membership is open to any woman with the desire to belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in the global mission of 
the church through United Methodist Women.   
     For information on joining the North Scottsdale UMW, contact Cindy Bryant, 602-900-5512 or email cindybryant@cox.net.  

Tuesday, July 2nd at 12:30pm 
 (This month)   
 Card Outreach Ministry  
 Contact Cindy Bryant @ 602-900-5512 for information 
Wednesday, July 10th at 4:00pm 
 (2nd Wednesday of each month)  
     Halle Women’s Center—Volunteers serve dinner 
 Contact Cheryl Vieth @ 602-867-7079 if you would 
   like to volunteer 
Thursday, July 11th at12:30am (this month) 
(2nd Thursday of each month) 
 New Day Circle—Lunch at Babbo’s at the Pavilions 
 Contact Betty Hosmer @ bettyhosmer@msn.com  
 if you would like to attend. 
Friday, July 26th at 9:00am  
  (last Friday of each month) 
 Card Ministry  (Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436) 

  
 
Mondays  
 (2nd Monday of each month) 
       Dinner Out (on Hiatus for the summer) 
 Contact Cindy Bryant at 602-900-5512  
Thursdays 
(3rd Thursday of each month) 
 Brown Bag Bookies (on Hiatus for the summer) 
 Contact Joyce Nolan @ 602-690-8383  
Sundays  
   (3rd Sunday of each month)  
 Needle Arts (on Hiatus for the summer) 
 Contact Cherri Escobar at 480-860-2746  
 

Monthly Prayer for Churches 
We are encouraged to pray monthly for the churches 
and pastors of the East District of the Desert South-
west Conference.   
 

For July: 

White Mountain UMC, Show Low  
Wesley UMC, Phoenix  

Wesley Foundation at ASU, Tempe   
The Bridge UMC, Phoenix 

 

Easy ways to support North Scottsdale United Methodist Women that don’t cost you extra money: 
 

• The Fry’s Community Rewards Program at www.FrysCommunityRewards.com —Group number AY394 
•  Mission Basket:  Donate travel size toiletries and other small personal care items for the Wesley Community 

Center.   
• Volunteer to help serve dinner to the women at the Halle Center once a month on the 2nd Wednesday. The 

next dinner will be on July 10th.   

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship 
JULY 2019 UMW Events 


