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On Scripting… 
I want to share with you a passion project that I’ve been working on for quite a while. The following para-
graphs are a culmination of my initial research in a particular realm of interpersonal communication, called 
Schema Theory. I have attempted to make the following essay as palatable as possible, while still offering a 
significant insight into how this theory affects our lives. I believe Schema Theory (also called “Scripting”) is a 
crucial element of the human psyche and is a hinge-point that we in the church may have overlooked in how 
we relate in the community around us. I ask you to consider the following and reach out to me with your 
thoughts and feedback on what I have shared.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor David 
________________________________________________________________ 

A teen tosses and turns in bed the night before the first day at a new school, imagining all of the potential 
disasters that could befall him. A woman pictures the moments ahead of her as she flies home to visit her bed
-ridden parents for the holidays. A college graduate mentally walks through an interview, picturing the inter-
viewing employer in detail, though he has never seen that person in real life. Each of these moments is hypo-
thetical, but is a very real element of communication. Referred to generally as Schema Theory, or Script The-
ory, this manner of organizing potential future outcomes is a fascinating and essential work of the human 
mind.  

The origins of studying this type of internal communication was developed by Roger Schank in 1973.  He 
was developing boundaries for computer programs so that they would be appropriately bound to certain crite-
ria for outcomes. In the world of computer programming, Schank saw scripting as, “a structure that describes 
an appropriate sequence of events in a particular context. A script is made up of slots and requirements about 
what can fill up those slots”.  But as he considered the implications of these parameters for computer science, 
Schank began to connect this type of structured thinking within the human mind as an element of inter-
connectedness with how the mind perceives, files, and manages information. Schank went on to describe 
scripting as a “predetermined, stereotyped sequence of actions that define a well-known situation.” 

Situations could then be scripted, such as trips to the grocery store, eating at a restaurant, mowing the 
lawn, or going for a haircut. The person scripting could, in their mind, paint a vivid picture, thus anticipating 
the accepted boundaries. With scripting in mind, the individual will then carry out the task/experience. If (or 
when) the actual event does not go as scripted, the individual arrives at a crossroads: how to next proceed. 

Schank refers to these changes as “hitches” and argues that they must be dealt with. He suggests that 
scripting is more than a mental exercise. It is formative in the actions and perceptions of the person doing the 
scripting. Stated another way, the one who scripts often acts out how he or she believes the experience 
should play out, not necessarily how the real-time event demands. 

Harvard psychologist Dan Gilbert took the idea of scripting another step and argued that one need not 
ever have prior experience of an event to practice scripting. (He uses the term “experience simulator”). He 
invited his audience to imagine a new flavor of ice cream developed by Ben and Jerry’s, “Liver and Onion.” 
Gilbert knew his audience has never had this ice cream because it did not exist. However, this did not stop 
his listeners from scripting the experience and immediately finding it to be something that they want no part 
in.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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New 1Mission Project 
We are excited to announce that our Student Ministry will be going 
to build another house with 1Mission in January 2016!  

Again with Desert Mission UMC, teens and their families will go 
across the border to help build a new home for another family. The 
mission project is set for January 16-18, 2016. If you are interested 
in participating, contact our Youth Director Sarah Cushman to be 
put on our initial interest list. For details on the organization we are 
working with, visit 1mission.org. 

A VBS Thank You 
Thank you to all involved in the planning and producing of this 
year’s VBS.  Our Children’s Ministry is one of our capstone efforts, 
and the excellence that Terry Wright, our Director of Children’s Edu-
cation churns out is a continual blessing.  We are grateful for her 
ministry to families and their children.  

We are also exceedingly thankful for the numerous volunteers who 
made the VBS week possible. Whether leading one of the groups, 
teaching a class, or registering the campers, their work was crucial 
to the success of the event.  

It’s milestone events like VBS that create lasting memories in the 
lives of children. When the church creates moments that make chil-
dren feel safe, welcome, and loved, then we are expressing the 
Gospel in its genuine form.  
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Gilbert hypothesized that prior experience is not necessary for scripting: an individual can be completely 
naïve and still have a fully scripted experience based on specific past experiences in other realms, and partic-
ular impact biases.  Gilbert’s type of bias is a term he uses to refer to, “the tendency to overestimate the he-
donic impact of future events.” In defining it this way, Gilbert’s implication is that, generally speaking, individu-
als are poor at scripting future events.  

All that being said, what does this look like in everyday life? Scripting can affect what people notice in their 
experiences, how all forms of communication are interpreted, how various decisions are made and how they 
are acted upon. Scripting can act as a filter, highlighting some elements and downplaying others. It can be 
used to classify people, places, things, and ideas (stereotyping). And while scripting may help forecast future 
inevitabilities, these assumptions can prove dangerous. Scripts can also be used to recall past memories in 
order to help make future plans. Knowing what scripting is can even give further insight into historical and the-
ological frameworks.  

Consider the biblical narrative of Matthew 16. Matthew writes to an audience well versed in God’s promis-
es to the former Israelite nation for a Messiah. Jesus’ interaction led his disciples to believe and confess 
(16:16) that he is the Messiah.  Yet when Jesus describes future events (including his death), the disciple Pe-
ter engages with a now-damaged script on how the Messiah is to come to fully embrace his role (16:22). 
When Jesus’ immediately rebukes Peter (16:23), the reader must wrestle with how a personal scripting of a 
Godly event can be sinful. Peter’s own well-intentioned scripting and impact bias result in his paradigm being 
different than that of his rabbi. First century readers of Matthew’s narrative would surely be challenged with 
how their own scripts may be in conflict with that of God’s as well. The similar correlation could be drawn be-
tween modern readers of the Biblical text.  

As a communicator, there is a dual role that one must consider when it comes to scripting. The one who is 
speaking has probably scripted their own circumstances leading to, and including, any experience in which 
they communicate. And though working through certain scripts for the communicator can be challenging, 
there should also be a consideration for the potential audience and the potential for a “group” scripting of the 
imagined experience. From a formal lecture to an impromptu toast, a good communicator will have at least a 
general idea of what is expected and how the group most likely anticipates the communication to take place.  

If done well, the communicator can follow the script, or to go off-script as the circumstance/setting may 
deem appropriate. There is something to be said for respecting an audience’s script and how this may earn 
their trust, but doing something off-script might gain attention and grab the audience for a compelling and 
powerful experience. Who knows: doing something unexpected may help build a new script for your audience 
in the future. Either way, the good communicator will work to engage scripts in respectful way, but will engage 
the audience in the most impactful way possible.  
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MEMBERS JOINING NSUMC ON SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2015.  

Joan and Duane Atteberry  

Joan and Duane are transferring their membership from Prescott Unit-
ed Methodist Church.  They chose our church because it is close to 
their retirement home in Pueblo Norte. Both have been very involved in 
church.  Joan tole painted, and Duane planned and supervised an addi-
tion to the Payson United Methodist Church’s sanctuary. 

Pat Collins 

Pat chose our church because of our music and friendliness.  She is from 
Northern Ireland where she belonged to The Church of England.  She was a 
nurse and likes to run marathons and half marathons for charity.  Pat wants 
to learn more about our church groups and helping with soup a kitchen.  Her 
daughter Chloe was confirmed at NSUMC in May of this year. 

Eleanor and George Griffiths  

Eleanor and George are transferring their membership 
from Midway United Methodist Church in Alpharetta, 
Georgia.  They moved here to be near their daughter 
Debbie.  George was the president of their Sunday 
School for 20 years and Eleanor was the secretary.  As 
volunteers, they arranged luncheons and sent get-well 
cards to people in their congregation.  They look forward 
to joining study groups at NSUMC.  

Rita Rush 

Rita grew up in a small town in Kansas. In high school she played piano for her 
church and was president of her youth group.  In Arizona, she and her husband 
raised their children and ran a business.  Recently widowed, she was attracted 
to NSUMC because of our pastors, our music, and our traditional yet modern 
worship services.  She has been involved in church choirs, humanitarian ser-
vices, and fellowship events.  She has also been a greeter and office helper. 

Karen Wilson 

Karen is transferring her membership from St. Luke’s United Methodist 
Church in Crandon, Wisconsin.  She and her husband moved here 
eight years ago.  She is a lab technician at Mayo Clinic.  Their daugh-
ter Tressa is a high school teacher, and their son Eric is a naval fighter 
pilot.  Karen is also has three grandsons and a granddaughter.  She 
loves being involved in children’s programs and helping the elderly.  
She was attracted to our church by our friendliness, music, and chil-
dren’s programs. 
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Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you!  For 
the wonderful blessings we keep receiving 
from so many.  Although we miss the choirs, 
both adult and children, and we miss so many 
members who are either winter visitors or who 
have summer homes in cooler places, still God 
keeps blessing us, even when the weather’s 
hot. 

In place of the choirs we had soloists and 
ensembles for the special music, Sue Metzer 
on May 31, Darin Read on June 7, Kim, Mattie, 
and Allie Montana on June 14, Sara and 
Dave Blobaum on June 21, the VBS stu-
dents led by Kelly Montaño on June 28.  

We’re looking forward to Ted Hance and 
Van Flournoy on July 5, Perry and Ann 
Sells on July 12, Rich Hansen and Sue Met-
zer on July 19, the Fabulous 5, Elfie Zenith, 
Jennifer Orlidge, Sue Metzer, David Decker, 
and Bill Pearson on July 26, the Nostalgia 
Quartet with Greg Lewis on August 2, and 
the Electric Librarian with Kerry Fiske and Van 
Flournoy on August 9. 

Of course, we still have the volunteers who 
usher and greet and volunteer to be liturgists.  
And the volunteers at the video and sound 
booth, Tim Stumpp, Sherry and Clyde Moore, 

Kent Sanderson, David McBride, Eliza Wil-
liams, Dan Adams, and Riley Ann Thomp-
son.  And we’re so grateful for Joanne Batter-
shall and all her time and talent for decorat-
ing the sanctuary for us 

Our children are really blessed by all those 
who volunteer to help out and teach Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible School.  We’re 
thankful not only for the time they spend teach-
ing, but also for the many hours they spend in 
preparation, just as our soloists and ensem-
bles have done. 

Another group of volunteers that we don’t 
thank enough are those who help in the office;  
Meg Watson, Greg Lewis, Clyde and Sherry 
Moore, Art Endres, Dana Bond, Maureen 
Haggart, Dee Plecas, Jane Ackerman, Doro-
thy Olson, Dorothy Pelton, Charlene Prince, 
and Anne Momeyer, when she’s here. Also 
Jean Doede and her grandson; Rick Yang, 
Jennifer Orlidge and Vickie Wessel have 
helped.  And Don Farnsworth puts together the 
website and Nora Walker, the Northwind.  
We’re very grateful for their help in carrying the 
load here. 

We’re also thankful for all those who con-
tribute snacks for the fellowship time, and the 
people who volunteer to come early to set up 
and make coffee and stay late to clean up and 
then take cloths home to wash.   

And a special joy of thanksgiving for Nancy 
and Doug Gerberding, and Carol and Syd 
Wilson, who received new grandchildren. 

May you be blessed wonderfully wherever 
you are, even in the summer when the weath-
er’s hot. God’s still loving us amazingly won-
derfully.  And thank you for the blessing you 
are to all the rest of us. 

Millions of blessings!  

Donna Marie 
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EXCITING NEWS! 

Because of the generosity and commitment of the entire congregation in the Free 
to Grow Campaign, the church is in a position to budget actual dollars toward missions.  
The Mission Committee was asked to develop a plan for the next 18 months.  It was a 
great opportunity for us to think about a more comprehensive approach to our mission 
work, as Pastor Nancy talked about in a sermon a couple of months ago when she de-
scribed “works of mercy”.  This includes a continuum, from acts of compassion to acts 
of justice.  To that end, we attempted to identify work in three areas: 

 Charity -- activities such as serving meals at the Watkins Shelter, Christmas an-
gels, collecting food for food pantries. 

 Leverage -- activities that don’t just address basic needs but position individuals 
to help themselves.  Replacing the computers at the Golden Gate Computer 
Lab is an example of leverage. 

 System change or justice -- activities that change the environment for a whole 
group of people.  Trinity Opportunity Alliance is an example of system work.  It is 
developing a model for increasing employment opportunities for youth who are 
aging out of the foster care system. 

Our plan includes continuing some of our tried and true programs, reviving some 
that have become dormant over the years, and introducing some new ones.  Even 
though there are funds available to support this work, there will be lots of opportunities 
for volunteering.  Look for a place where you can put your faith into practice. 

GOD Deeds. 

As the GOD Deeds project for May, 15 people in the congregation were given gift 
cards that they, in turn, gave to someone in the community: a school friend, a helpful 
grocery clerk, a homeless person, the mailman, etc.  We had a great response.  Recip-
ients were so surprised and thrilled. 

 Susan Smith gave her card to Johnny, a hardworking senior at Ancala Village 
Safeway.  He's the number one bagger/cart guy. Especially admire his perse-
verance since he has physical difficulties with a bad leg/hip. 

 Debbie Douglas gave hers to a friend who helps her in school. 

 Kate Spedding gave hers to the clerk at the post office.  She is so helpful and 
remembers everyone’s name. 

 Barbara Chesley gave hers to her pharmacist who works alone, long days.  Bar-
bara reports that she has watched her kindly and patiently help customers with 
their needs. 

This simple act was a wonderful way to show how much we appreciate each other, 
but it doesn’t need to stop with 15.   Next time you are grocery shopping think about 
buying a gift card and giving it away. 

In August, we hope to provide school nurses with supplies they need for the year.  
Do you know a school nurse in either Paradise Valley or Scottsdale School Districts 
that we could contact?  If so, contact Jane Pearson at janepearson@cox.net . 

In September, we will host an ice cream truck at Cactus Park and give away free 
ice cream!  We are still finalizing the day and time.  Look for an update in the bulletin or 
announcements.  We are looking for volunteers to assist with the event.  It could be a 
great family activity.  Interested?  Contact Jane Pearson at janepearson@cox.net. 
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UMOM Watkins Dinners 

The homeless do not go on vacation.  WE NEED YOUR HELP to provide two dinners a month 
for the residents of the Watkins Homeless Shelter. We need food and volunteers to serve.  UMW 
serves one evening, and the larger congregation under the leadership of 
Rich Jensen serves at the other. It is a great experience for the whole 
family.  Sign-up sheets for donations of food and volunteer serving are lo-
cated near the Mission Table in the Fellowship Hall. 

Books for Vets 

We collect books and magazines and deliver them to the Phoenix VA 
Hospital.  They add them to their library for the pleasure of the patients 
and their families.  Clean out your book cases and bring your books to the 
Mission Table. 

Tuna and Beans 

Each year, the Desert Southwest Conference has a mission project.  
This year, each congregation collected cans of tuna and beans to donate 
to a local food bank.   

Our congregation collected over 220 cans of tuna, 140 cans of beans 
and 50 pounds of dry beans for Iglesia Pentecostal Ministero Cristo Sana 
food pantry at 38th Street and Greenway.  The pastor, Alex Sanchez, told us that the church provides 
food boxes every week for struggling families in the neighborhood.  Thanks to all of you who donat-
ed. This is putting your faith into action. 

Trinity Opportunity Alliance 

The Trinity Opportunity Alliance (TOA) is making a difference in our community.  It demonstrates 
the program’s “mission in action” including businesses, nonprofits and churches, offering young 
adults opportunities to move from foster care to thriving adulthood.  TOA 
identifies potential employers, works with youth-serving organizations to 
match eligible youth with jobs, and supports employers with training and 
problem solving. 

La Quinta Phoenix-Scottsdale, Humana, and Spirit Electronics were ini-
tial partner employers. The Kroger Co. is our most recent collaborator, 
working to place these young adults at their Fry’s Food Stores. 

TOA seeks more partner employers to provide these young people with 
employment opportunities. Both large and small employers welcome! Some 
of the career goals of the youth are Occupational Therapy Assistant, 
Trades, EMT, IT, Landscape Architecture, Police, Military, Public Service, 
Marketing, OB/GYN, Fashion, Business - Financial Management, Morti-
cian, Law, Athletic Trainer, Cosmetology, Sound Engineering, Medical Records/Clerical, Medical 
Technician, and Sonographer. 

 

For additional information contact Janice Grandy, TOA Program Manager at  
grandysgalaxy@cox.net or 480-227-7668. Visit the web site at www.toaaz.org 
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1     Cheryl Johnson 
       Sue Metzer 
       Rebecca Nolan 
       Tracy Shore 
2     Aidan Le Moine 
3     Ryan Brueckner 
       Carol Cloutier 
       Keegan Koepke 
       Bev Snodgrass 
       Meg Watson 
4     Caitlyn Schaper 
6     Melissa Koepke 
       Jeff Miller 
       Lyle Pinson 
       Terry Wright 
7     Michael Gillette 
       Winston Vineyard 
       Julie Whitley 
       Abby Wight 
8     Emily Gillette 
9     Grace Newkirk 
10   Laura Oldham 
       Kaili Orcutt 
11   Barbara Chesley 
12   Pat Marcanio 
13   Denise Gerald 
       Holly Tomassini 
14   Rachel Guerro 
       Karen Wilson 
15   Jack Wurth 
16   Judi Gould 
       Ernie Johnson 
       Marlys Rodgers 
 
 

17   Linda Dall 
       Chukwudi Ibeji 
       Jennifer Lane 
       Ian McBride 
       Jack Stearns 
18   Andrea Bailey 
       Leslie Johnson 
       Carey Stanton 
19   Madison Dwigun 
20   Marianne Bender 
       Kolton Koepke 
       Morgan Weaver  
21   McKenna Major 
       Gene Walker 
23   Michael Rymer 
24   Sue Sandblom 
       Dianna Weaver 
25   Elsie Bransom 
26   Heidi Dwigun 
27   Jill Hair 
       Tim Metzer 
       Dominic Mitchell 
28   Betty Jean Busching 
       Dick Carpenter 
       Sherry Clark 
       Hailey Stelse 
       Teri Wight 
29   Nicole Lorenzi 
       Lisa Pinson 
       Adam Wight 
       Betty Willyard 
31   Diane Arment 
       Dayna Brown 
       Steve Fiske 
       Bradly Gilstrap 
       Mark Mexal 
       Keri Orcutt 

VBS so much fun! 
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July 5 8:30AM  10:00AM 
 

Greeters  Gil & Debbie Christopher  John & Jean Doede 
Ushers  Barb Cogan  Wavalee McArtor 
 Millie Hay   Rich Jensen,   
Liturgist  Joanne Battershall Bill Vestal 
Coffee Fellowship: Stewardship, Church and Society 
 
 

July 12 8:30AM  10:00AM 
 

Greeters  Marilyn Gray   Betty Gaertner 
   Charlene Prince  
Ushers  Chris Moore   Ogbonna Abarikwu 
 Don New  Gary Vieth  
Liturgist  Jo Steig  Dick Langham 
Coffee Fellowship: United Methodist Women 
 
 

July 19 8:30AM  10:00 AM  
 

Greeters  Angie Layton  Betty Gaertner 
 Marilyn Gray  Charlene Prince 
Ushers  Chris Moore   Ogbonna Abarikwu  
 Jane Pearson  Gary Vieth  
Liturgist  Don New  Kent Sanderson 
Coffee Fellowship: Worship Committee 
 
 

July 26 8:30AM  10:00AM  
 

Greeters  Gil & Debbie Christopher  Judy Elenbaas, Leslie Lampen 
   Marlys Rodgers 
   Dustin Rodgers 
Ushers  Barb Cogan   Rich Jensen 
 Don New  Kevin Kosan 
   John & Roxie Helbert 
Liturgist  Jane Pearson  Winston Vineyard 
Coffee Fellowship: Board of Trustees 
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7:00   Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 

3 
 

OFFICE CLOSED  

    FOR JULY 4  
      HOLIDAY 

4 
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WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
 
8:30   Creative Studio 
 
10:00 Sunday School 
 

6 
 
10:00  Al-Anon 
 
7:00  Boy  Scouts 

 

7 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
 
7:00  N.A. 
 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

 

 
 

8 
 
4:30   UMW Serving  
          Watkins Shelter 
 
 

9 
 
12:30 New Day Circle, 

Lunch Out 
 
6:30 BSSQ 
 
7:00   Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 
 
 

10 
 
 

 

11 
 
 
 
2:00 — 10:00PM 

Sons of Italy 
 
 

12 
 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
 
8:30   Creative Studio 
 
10:00 Sunday School 
 
5:00 CYT Auditions 

13 
 
9:30  - 4:30   
CYT Teen Camp 
 
10:00  Al-Anon 
 
7:00 Boy Scouts 
 
 
 

14 
 
9:30—4:30 
CYT Teen Camp 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
 
7:00   N.A. 
 
8:00  Dime Droppers  
 

15 
 
9:30-12:00  
CYT  Teen Camp 

16 
 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 

17 
 
5:00 UMW  Mission “u” 
First United Methodist 

Church, Phoenix 
 
Youth Lock-In 

18 
 
9:00 UMW  Mission “u” 
First United  Methodist 

Church, Phoenix 
 
Youth Lock-In 
 
9:00—3:00 
Piece Makers 

19 
 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
 
8:30   Creative Studio 
 
10:00 Sunday School 
 

20 
 
10:00  Al-Anon 
 
7:00 Boy Scouts 

21 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
 
4:30 Serve at Watkins 

Center 
 
7:00   N.A. 
 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

22 
 
 

23 
 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
. 

26 
 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
 
 
8:30   Creative Studio 
 
10:00 Sunday School 
 

27 
 
8:00—4:00 
BASIS Teachers’ 

Training 
 
10:00  Al-Anon 
 

28 
 
8:00—4:00 
BASIS Teachers’  
             Training 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
 
7:00   N.A. 
 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

( 

29 
 
8:00—4:00 
BASIS Teachers’  
             Training 

30 
 
8:00—4:00 
BASIS Teachers’  
             Training 
 
5:00-8:00 BASIS  
Curriculum Information 
  For families 
 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 

31 
 
8:00—4:00 
BASIS Teachers’  
             Training 
 
9:00 Card Ministry 

31 



 

 

United Methodist Women is a community of women 
whose purpose is to know God and to experience free-
dom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop 
a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts 
of mission through participation in the global ministries 
of the church. 

Membership is open to any woman with the desire to 
belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in 
the global mission of the church through United Method-
ist Women.  For information on how you can join North 
Scottsdale UMW, contact  Cindy Bryant, 480-922-
1145  . 

Easy ways to support North 
Scottsdale UMW that don’t  

cost extra money! 
 Fry’s Community Rewards Program: Time 

to renew.  Group number is 84462. 
www.FrysCommunityRewards.com 

 Albertsons Community Rewards: Pick up a 
card on the UMW Cart. 

 Escrip: Register your credit card at 
. Group number is 

500044649. 

 Mission Basket:  Donate travel size 
toiletries and other small personal care 
items for Watkins Shelter and Wesley 
Community Center. 

 Campbell’s Labels for Wesley Community 
Center:  Save your Campbell’s labels and 
place them in the envelope on the UMW 
Cart in the Fellowship Hall.  They will help 
purchase educational equipment and other 
items for programs at Wesley Community 
Center. 

 Watkins Women’s Shelter:  Place recently 
read magazines, address labels removed, 
in the green basket on the wire shelves in 
the kitchen.   

 Help serve and provide food for Watkins. 

Activities at a Glance 
 Thursday, July 9—12:30 

New Day Circle Luncheon Out— 

                         Downside Risk  

     8989 N. Scottsdale Road (Gainey Ranch).   

Please contact Charlene Prince at 480-314-0746 
or cprince3@cox.net to make reservations. 

      

                      Friday , July 17—5:00 

 Saturday, July 18—9:00 

Mission “u” 

First United Methodist Church 

5510 N. Central Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85012 

WHO SHOULD JOIN UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN? 
If your purpose is to know God and to experience 
the love of Jesus Christ, you are invited to be-
come a member.  

Make new friends while supporting our important 
mission work. To become a member, simply fill 
out the form at the UMW cart. 



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

Terry@nsumc.com or  
cwright423@cox.net 

We Still Need Summer 
Sunday School Teachers 

We welcome new faces into a ministry 
where you get to honor your gifts and pas-
sions as you seek to be a blessing to others.   

Thank you to those who have already 
taught this summer! You have been bless-
ing!  We only have a couple more opportuni-
ties at the 8:30am service.  Please share 
your gifts! 

You can commit to as many or as few 
Sundays as you are interested in or have 
the time for.  We will supply the curriculum 
and the support. 

One-hour positions are available:  
 

2 adults at 10:00AM, ages 2-6 class. 
2 adults at 10:00AM, grades 2-6 class.  
2 adults at 8:30AM, Creativity Studio class.  
 

    Please consider sharing just one Sunday, 
and that’s just one hour.  Please sign-up on 
the bulletin board next to the library or email 
Terry Wright at terry@nsumc.com. 
 
Come be a blessing to others! 

Did a Sunday School Teacher  
Support Your Faith Journey? 
Did you attend Sunday School as a child? Do 

you remember the love and support you were 
shown? Could you donate an hour of your week to 
help support the next generation? Our church 
needs Sunday School teachers and classroom 
aides for the new school year.  

Please share your love of children and God.  
These are two essentials for being a Sunday 
School teacher. The more teachers we have, the 
lighter the load for every teaching ministry team 
member.  

The requirements are few. You prepare for two 
one-hour lessons every month. We give you the 
curriculum, supplies, and support. You share your 
faith with little ones and big ones (ages 2 through 
high school). It is so very important for us to be in-
tentional about sharing our faith journeys with the 
next generation so that they too can understand 
and celebrate God’s grace.  

 
We specifically need teachers for: 
 Pre-K and Kindergarten class   
      (one teacher needed) 
 1st-2nd Grade class (one teacher needed) 
 3rd-5th Grade class (one teacher needed) 
 9th-12th Grade class (three teachers needed) 
 
For more information, please see Terry Wright on 
Sunday mornings (in the Education Office in the 
East Wing next to Room 11) or email her at ter-
ry@nsumc.com.  
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What an amazing VBS!  
Yes, we had our fun and games.  Our Bible drama station discussed God and the Bible stories.  We 
sang many songs of praise. We had yummy snacks, great movies, active games and exciting sci-
ence.  We built cars, planted plants, designed jewelry and made some crafty crafts!  But what was 
unbelievable about this year’s VBS was the generosity of our volunteers. 

We had fabulous adult and youth leaders to make this a successful week.  If you see any of these 
volunteers in the church hallways please give them a shout-out of THANKS!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Terry Wright if you have questions: 480-860-9573 or terry@nsumc.com. 

 

Badani, Almas Koepke, Melissa 

Badani,Mazhar Koritala, Brooke 

Bergstrom, Laura Lane, Chris 

Bergstrom, Leah Lewis, Shelby 

Bersgtrom, Bob McArtor, Wavalee 

Blew, Bev McMeans, Allie 
Brand, Carol Mitchell, Heather 

Brasile, Denice Mitchell,  Emma 

Christopher, Debbie Mitchell, Hannah 

Clark, Sherry Montana, Allie 

Cogan, Barb Montana, Maddie 

Denton, Mitchell Montaño, Kelly 

Duncan, Emily Montgomery, Chris 

Dwigun, Heidi Moore, Sherry 

Gappa, Lisa Nguyen, Tammy 

Gilstrap, Bradly Nolan, Joyce 

Hake, Charlotte Pautz, Alivia 

Hansen, CJ Persilla, Perveen 

Hansen, Maggie Sanderson, Nancy 

Hansen, Nicole Sheard, Kimberly-Anne 

Harrison, Colleen Smith, Susan 

Harrison, Kennis Stanton, Eric 

Hart, Kaylee Stockdale, David 

Hartley, Donna Marie Vieth, Lyndsey 

Johnson, Carey Vieth,Kristin 

Johnson, Evan Wasson, David 

Johnson, Grace Weaver, Morgan 

Johnson,Olivia Whitton, Pat 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
TEACHERS’ MEETING 
August 9 from 10:00-11:00 a.m.  

Room #11 (next to the education office). 

We will discuss: 

 Highlights for the new NSUMC Sunday 
School year 

 Milestones and related curriculum 

 Godly Play curriculum map 

 BASIS K-4th use of our campus 

-- and have refreshments! 

 

CONSIDERING TEACHING? This meeting is a 
great opportunity to hear about our activities 
and curriculum. Fellowship is an added  
bonus! Come join us! 

 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2015/2016 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

NSUMC is so incredibly blessed to have such 
an amazing Sunday school volunteer staff! They 
do team teaching, so we have two teachers per 
month sharing the teaching schedule.  

If you see one of these wonderful people in 
the hallway, please thank them for their dedica-
tion to the children and youth of our congregation.  
You are invited to join them, too!  Just ask them 
how much fun it is! 

Creativity Studio: Janet Flournoy, Elizabeth 
Smith, Tom George, Susan Smith, Kimberly-
Anne and Matt Sheard. 

2 & 3year olds: Barb Cogan, Jessica Daniel, 
TEACHER NEEDED. 

PreK - K: Janet Flournoy, DelRae Pautz, 
Stephanie Higgins, Melissa Koepke, TEACHER 
NEEDED. 

1st-2nd grade: Laurie Bieller, Hannah Samuel. 

3rd-5th grade:  Jennifer Caplan, Heidi Dwigun, 
TEACHER NEEDED. 

6-12th grade: Melissa Koepke, Barb Rodri-
guez, Sarah Cushman, Steve Johnson, Brian 
Bieller, Stephanie Higgins, TEACHER NEED-
ED. 

Godly Play: Janet Flournoy, Carol Cham-
berlin, Donna Phelps, Carol Adams, Barb Ro-
driquez, Cherryl Bub, Terry Wright,  
STORYTELLER NEEDED. 

BACK to SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
2014-2015 — Mark your calendars because 
our first day of full Sunday School will begin 
on August 16.  
Creative Studio, 8:30-9:30 a.m. will meet in 
the kitchen. Children ages 3-12 will make 
snacks, complete an experiment or hear a 
story related to scripture passages. The 
snacks are yummy and so fun to make.  The 
science experiments are oh-so cool.  The sto-
ries are very engaging!  Please join our fabu-
lous teachers as they cook, experiment and 
dramatically present the Bible.    

SUNDAY SCHOOL & GODLY PLAY, 10:00-
11:00 a.m. — Sunday School is for children 
and youth ages 2 through 18. Ages 2 through 
5 will meet in the North Wing; grades 1-5 will 
meet in the East Wing; middle school (grades 
6-8) will meet in room #13 and high school 
students will meet room #12. 

Sunday School for ages 2 through 12 will 
begin immediately following Children's Mo-
ments (this occurs about 10 minutes into the 
service). Children are asked to sit with their 
parents through Children's Moments and then 
proceed to their respective classrooms. Par-
ents may walk their children to class if that is 
more comfortable for the family. 

 Youth (including middle school and high 
school students) go directly to class at 10:00 
a.m. They do not begin in the sanctuary.  

We look forward to another fun-filled 
and blessed year! 
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Blessing of the Backpacks Milestone 
Sunday, August 16th, 2015 --- 10AM Service  

 

Blessing of the Backpacks is our first milestone of the school year.  
We’ll send children back to school with a bag tag and a blessing!  . 

On Sunday, August 16 in our 10AM worship service we will bless the 
children, teachers and their backpacks. Each teacher and child will 
receive a bag tag to  stand as a visual reminder of God’s presence in 
their daily lives. 

If you are not a teacher or student, you can still be a blessing to other children by purchasing a NEW 
backpack and bringing it to the church by August 16th. The new backpacks will be blessed, tagged 
and distributed to Vista del Camino in south Scottsdale, a city facility that offers after school care, 
clothing, food and school supplies to less fortunate children. 

ARE YOU A BARGAIN SHOPPER? 
When you spot the back-to-school specials on school supplies, let your inner bargain hunter pounce 
-- and share the haul with our Sunday School programs.  Please drop the surplus goodies off in our 
new education office -- the glass 
room across from the library. 

 
 
Confirmation 
May 17, 2015: What an awesome 
confirmation class!  They learned, 
created, prayed, went on a retreat, 
and led an amazing worship ser-
vice! 

 
 
 
Second Grade Bible 
Presentation 
So wonderful to hand out Bibles to so many 
second grade students!  Grateful to our 
UMW ladies, led by Cindy Bryant and Betty 
Hosmer, for donating and distributing these 
Bibles to our young learners!   
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