
 

 

NORTH SCOTTSDALE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

JANUARY  2017 

From Pastor David…. 

  There are a couple of  mes that I am jealous of 
others  who  live  in  ‘snow  country’.  One  of  those 
mes is the New Year.  In my mind, there  is some-

thing about the covering of snow over the horizon, 
blanke ng the scene in front of my eyes, that gives 
the idea of the new year more philosophical depth. 
The  white  quilt  laying  over  cars  and  walls,  and 
lawns, and parking lots – telling a story like a piece 
of paper without  ink on  it. They story hasn’t been 
wri en yet.  

  Here in the desert, we don’t receive the benefit 
of  that  par cular  visual  prompt.  O en  January  1 
looks  much  like  April  1  (ignoring  temperature 
differences, of course). So then, the onus is on us, 
the desert dwellers, to look at the New Year and its 
new opportuni es with crea ve eyes. We must re-
mind ourselves that the story ahead of us is yet un-
wri en in other ways.  

  I’d  like  to offer  you  something  in  that  vein  for 
2017 that I gladly admit was not my own idea. It is 
a  spiritual  prac ce  that  I  discovered  a  couple  of 
years ago that I found to be worthwhile and benefi-
cial (as long as I was mindful to par cipate in it).  

  As the Old Testament prophet Daniel purposed 
in his heart (Daniel 1:8) that he would live within a 
principled discipline, so we are challenged to live as 
followers of Jesus by more than just reac ng to the 
events  around  us.  As we  par cipate  in  telling  the 
story of our  lives, we choose  the verbs  that move 
the story forward.  

For example, we could act with fear, frustra on, or 
with  fleeing.  There  are  enough  events  in  our  per-

sonal lives, as well as global happenings, that might 
seem  jus fied  to  act  in  such ways.  The  other  op-
on, however, is to choose in advance to discipline 

our living out of the story with inten onally chosen 
verbiage. Instead of the aforemen oned verbs, we 
purpose  to  act  with  embracing,  engagement,  or 
empowering.  The  difference  in  the  two  sets  of 
verbs is in the purposing to use one kind; to decide 
and  prac ce  a  transformed  way  of  ac ng  in  the 
world.  

  So here is my encouragement to you this year; 
don’t make any New Year resolu ons. Instead, ded-
icate your self to telling the story that is in front of 
all of us with a new set of ac on words. I know that 
for my  own  health  (and  sanity)  I  need  to  take  on 
this  prac ce.  Simply  reac ng  to  the world  around 
me leaves me feeling helpless and empty. Disciplin-
ing my heart  and mind  to work  through problems 
with  a  different  lens  is  an  impera ve  for my  own 
well-being.  

  So,  I’ve  thrown  together one  for  this  year  for 
myself, and  I’m going to share  it with you too.  It’s 
on  the next page of  this newsle er,  and  I’ll  add  it 
online  on  the  church website  too,  if  you’d  like  to 
download your own copy too. I’d encourage you to 
fill  it out, and find a place to put  it where you will 
see  it  regularly  (Out of  sight,  out  of mind,  right?). 
Even  then,  I  o en  fail  at my own a empts  to  live 
more inten onally, so don’t be discouraged,  if you 
use it, when you come across it and realize you’ve 
spent  the  past  seventy-two hours  doing  the  exact 
opposite of everything you have wri en on the list. 
What  an  incredible  discouragement  church,  the 
Bible, and our faith would be if all they served as a 
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glaring  reminder  of  our  failure.  Each  moment  begins  a  new  day,  and 
each breath we take is a fresh gi  of the spirit in which we can act as a 
renewed soul in the presence of a loving God.  

  Blessings on you in this New Year. May the stories we tell individually 
and together be ones that we further celebrate the further breaking in of 
the Light into the world.  

Grace and Peace,  

 

 

 

 

Pastor 
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Happy New Year Everyone! 
 
 We’re back in the office and ready to make 
this new year an even better one!  We hope you 
had a wonderful and blessed Christmas and had 
fun celebrating the New Year with family and 
friends.  Many thanks to all of you for the treats 
and gifts you left for us in the office during the 
holidays….we are still enjoying them! 

 Our church groups are in full swing once 
again and committees continue to meet to keep 
things running smoothly.  In the blink of an eye, 
it will be February!   

 Let’s take a moment in this new year to 
stop and smell the flowers….enjoy the many 
blessings we share here and celebrate and give 
thanks together for what we have.  NSUMC is a 
very blessed and caring place! 

 God’s blessings! 

 

 

 

LOST & FOUND ITEMS: 

Please check in at the office for any items you 
might be missing.   

 

There are several pair of “Reader-
type” glasses that have been “found” in the 
church after services.  They are in the office.  If 
you think they might belong to you, please stop 
in to claim them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read your Bible through, and contact Donna Marie. 

Learn better how GREAT AND WONDERFUL AND AWE-
SOME GOD IS!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

You can do it in a year by just spending 10 to 15 minutes a 
day. The New Year is a good time to start. 

You can read the Bible cover to cover, or you can read 
some Old Testament and New Testament every day. 
(Schedules for this is on the counter in the foyer.) 

Let me help you for any reason, including if you need a 
Bible. And tell me when you're finished, either when you 
see me at church, or at donna.marie@cox.net, text at 602-
926-1291, or call 602-507-7856. 

HAVE A FREE LUNCH OR SUPPER ON ME! 

Millions of blessings to you!  
Donna Marie 

Senior Life Planning Presentation  

On January 29, 2017, following the 10:00 am service, a 
representative from Pueblo Norte will present information 
on Senior Care Communities. 
 
Pueblo Norte has for 30 years provided a full service sen-
ior living community.  Topics will cover: 
 

 *Choices when home is not an option 

 *How to plan for choices before a critical need arises 

 *Costs at various Senior Living Facilities 

This program is part of a series of presentations spon-
sored by your Endowment Committee.  We will also speak 
about our message of “Forever Generosity” and how your 
support of NSUMC need never end. 

If you have any questions please contact:   
Dick Bredemann at 480-694-4845 
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 If you haven't attended before it would be a delight to 
have you join us! 

 There is always a need for prayer. We send prayers 
through snail mail. 

 No experience required except a prayerful heart and a 
desire to learn something new while making new 
friends.  

 If interested, contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436.    

CARD MINISTRY 

9 to 11 a.m. on the last Friday 
of every month at Janet 
Flournoy’s home. 

 

 Trip to Mexico  

 As we celebrate the liberating and peaceful work 
and life of Dr. Martin Luther King this month, our 
prayers will be with many of our NSUMC families as 
they cross international borders to extend the love of 
the Kingdom of God to others in need. On the ex-
tended Dr. King weekend, a number of our families, 
along with those from Desert Mission UMC will travel 
to Mexico to build more homes for families through 
1Mission. This will be the third consecutive year that 
we have participated in this critically important minis-
try.  

 The experiences for young and old alike are 
deeply transforming, and each time our families re-
turn we hear of how God has blessed those who are 
blessings.  Please pray for the families serving on 
this trip, and pray as to how you may support them, 
through scholarships, snacks for traveling, or any 
other ways that our Youth Director, Sarah Cushman 
may ask for.  We are grateful for her continued lead-
ership in these efforts, as she works diligently with 
our families to create transforming experiences for 
them in vital Kingdom work.  

 
 

 
 

 

Recently,  our  Bishop,  Robert  Hoshibata,  shared  these 
words,  

“Recent events in our Conference, in the Western 
Jurisdic on, and in the General Church have 
prompted conversa ons and concern in our United 
Methodist congrega ons in the Desert Southwest 
Conference. Many persons have expressed their de-
sire for clarity and explana ons and an opportunity 
to share their feelings and opinions regarding topics 
such as human sexuality, interpreta on of scripture, 
the Book of Discipline, the Social Principles, chal-
lenges to church unity and possible schism, and our 
future as a United Methodist Church. Because these 
are very important issues that many persons want 
to discuss, I am invi ng you and your congrega on 
to join me in a me of Holy Huddle on the Unity of 
the Church.” 

As  these  are  crucial  conversa ons  concerning  the  fu-
ture  of  the  church,  we  encourage  you  to  plan  on 
a ending the Holy Huddle that will take place on Janu-
ary  21  at  Paradise Valley UMC  from 9:00am-12:30pm. 
Both  Pastor Nancy  and David will  be  in  a endance  at 
this  gathering.  There  are  links  and  resources  on  the 
conference website (www.dscumc.org)  if you are unfa-
miliar with Holy Huddles, or  for  further context  to  the 
conversa ons at hand. As always, keep the church and 
her leaders in your prayers.  

A HUGE THANK YOU to all the vol-
unteers, choirs, and staff who made our Advent 
and Christmas celebrations such a blessing. 
There are way too many of you to list, but know 
“we thank God always for you.” 
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While our homebound members are not able to 
come to worship with us, they are still an important part 
of our community. Sometimes life-long United Method-
ists who have worshipped and served in the church for 
years move into our community, but are now not able to 
attend church. We want to extend the community of 
Christ to them. We are so pleased to add some new 
ministries for our homebound brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  

Home Communion - Patrick Dye, a volunteer, is tak-
ing Holy Communion to our homebound. The pastors 
bless the elements in our Sunday worship services and 
he extends the table to those who need it. Pastor Nancy 
and Pastor David are thrilled to have him assist them in 
this way. 

Friendly Visitors – Mary Miller, a volunteer, is form-
ing a visitation ministry to the homebound. This ministry 
is still being shaped and planned.  

If you are homebound and Patrick or Mary contact 
you, please know they are part of the ministries of our 
church or if you would like either Home Communion or 
visitation, please contact the church office at 480-948-
0529. If you are interested in working with Patrick or 
Mary on these new ministries, please contact the church 
office.  

We thank God for these new opportunities to extend 
Christ’s love.  

 

 
New Sermon Series 

in January  
 

“7 Secrets to a Life of Love” 
 

A father and daughter were getting on a crowded 
plane to go home for Christmas. The overbooked plane 
could not seat the two of them together and that really 
bothered the child. The father asked a man next to an 
empty seat if he would be willing to exchange seats so he 
could sit next to his daughter and he responded, “is it an 
aisle seat?” When the father responded “no, it’s a window 
seat.” The man said, “No, I won’t. I don’t like crawling over 
people to get out.” The father went to the seat where his 
daughter was sitting and asked the man next to her if he 
was willing to trade seats. This man said “I’d be happy to” 
and moved over with the father and daughter thanks. He 
smiled at them and said, “not a problem.”  We all know 
people who are love-ers whose lives reflect love and we 
all know people who have little concern and care for oth-
ers. Christ described his way of living as a life of love, his 
Great Commandment was love God and love everyone 
else. A life of love is a hallmark of the Christian life. When 
I see Facebook posts or read stories of Christians being 
mean or spiteful, it makes me cringe because it portrays 
all of us in a bad way to a world that increasing doesn’t 
know us, but also because they misrepresent the core of 
who Jesus was and who he calls us to be.  

Christian marriage and family expert, Dr Gary 
Chapman has found seven characteristics of a loving per-
son. Over the season of Epiphany, Jan 15-Feb 26, the 
pastors will reflect on these seven characteristics in the 
sermon series “7 Secrets to a Life of Love.” These charac-
teristics can be learned and practiced until they become a 
habit, so that we grow in living a life of love. The new year 
is a time when we reflect on our lives and many of us seek 
to make changes to improve the quality of them. This ser-
mon series will challenge us to become more Christ-like in 
2017. What better way to begin a year! 

WORSHIP NOTE…. 

Translators sometimes have to make interpreta-
tions when words and phrases have more than one mean-
ing in the original language; that is why It is always good 
to hear the Scriptures in a variety of translations. This 
year we are changing the translation of the Bible we use 
in worship. During 2017, we will primarily read the Scrip-
tures during worship from the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion (NRSV) of the Bible. Of course, the pastors always 
reserve the right to change the translation for a specific 
sermon. The NRSV will sound very familiar to those of 
you who have been part of the church for a long time.  
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January 1st 
 

10:00   Greeters:  John & Jean Doede, Betty Gaertner,  
   Dick & MaryAnn Gayle 
 Ushers: Royce & Laura Brownfield, Jim Tinstman, 
   Patrick Dye, Art & Janet Endres  
 Liturgist: Bob Bergstrom  
 Acolytes: Kate Bachus, Dustin Rodgers 
  

Fellowship Hour Host: MEMBERSHIP 
Communion Servers:   WORSHIP COMMITTEE  
 

 
January 8th 
8:30 Greeters: Angie Layton, Marilyn Gray  
  Ushers: Chris Moore, Joanne Battershall  
 Liturgist:  Ann Sells  

10:00   Greeters:  John & Jean Doede, Betty Gaertner,  
   Dick & MaryAnn Gayle 
 Ushers: Royce & Laura Brownfield, Johnny Ware, 
   Emilie Duncan, Art & Janet Endres 
 Liturgist:   Tom Weaver   
 Acolytes: Jordan Stanton, Cole Stanton 
 

Fellowship Hour Host:    MISSIONS 
 
 
 

January 15th 
8:30 Greeters: John & Jane Dahlin  
  Ushers:  Barb Cogan, Don New 
 Liturgist: Jane Pearson 
10:00   Greeters: CJ Skirpan, Brenda Hitesman, 
  Al & Bettie Crawford  
 Ushers: Doug & Marianne Bender, Jim Tinstman,
   Patrick Dye, John & Roxie Helbert 
 Liturgist:   Anne Nicol  
 Acolytes: Adam Wight, Abby Wight  

Fellowship Hour Host:  STAFF PARISH (SPRC) 
 
January 22nd 
8:30 Greeters: John & Jane Dahlin  
  Ushers:  Barb Cogan, Don New 
 Liturgist: Joanne Battershall 
10:00   Greeters: CJ Skirpan, Brenda Hitesman, 
  Al & Bettie Crawford 
 Ushers: Doug & Marianne Bender, Johnny Ware, 
   Emilie Duncan,  John & Roxie Helbert 
 Liturgist:   Dick Langham 
 Acolytes: Abigail Caplan, Rachel Caplan 

Fellowship Hour Host:  STEWARDSHIP/CHURCH & SOCIETY 
 
January 29th 
8:30 Greeters: Doug & Lois McLeod  
  Ushers:  Joanne Battershall, Chris Moore 
 Liturgist: Don New 
10:00   Greeters:  Patty Hastings, Nancy Hansen, 
   Lesley Lampen, Judy Elenbaas  
 Ushers: Doug & Susan Smith,  
   Duane & Sandy Church, Wavalee McArtor,
   Donna Mariner  
 Liturgist:   Leah Bergstrom 
 Acolytes: Juliette Klobucar, Jerome Sudhakar 

Fellowship Hour Host:   UMW 
 

 

          

GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, ACOLYTES, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

J[nu[ry 2017 
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Sound Board Crew:**  
 David McBride, Elizabeth Williams, 
 Kent Sanderson, Sherry Moore,  
 Tim Stumpp 
 

**Sound Board Crew is eager to have some additional 
help. If you are interested, please contact one of them or 
call the office for more information.  It is a much needed 
ministry and not as difficult as you might think!  If you 
would just like to fill in when the regulars are on vacation, 
there is a great need for that as well!  Please contact 
Sherry Moore if you are interested. 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir 
 Darin Read 
Organist/Handbell Choirs  
 Donna Marie Hartley 
Children & Youth Choirs  
 Kim Montana 

Acolyte Coordinator  
                   Kirsty Klobucar 

Usher/Greeter/Liturgist Coordinator 
         Bob Sandblom—480-560-0933  
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Birthdays 
May you have a day filled with God’s blessings! 

1/1 Bowman Livingston 
1/2 Kelsey Kosan 
1/3 Robert "Bob" Harden 
1/3 Rick Yang 
1/4 Trista Read 
1/4 Mary Ann Wilsman 
1/5 David Cogan 
1/5 Kinsey Rawe 
1/7 Amelia Wicker 
1/9 Jean "Jean Ann" Campbell 
1/9 Christine "Chris" Pytlarz 
1/10 Laura Barber 
1/10 Nancy Gerberding 
1/10 Wanda Turner 
1/10 Zoey Utecht 
1/11 Betty Davis 

1/12 Michael "Mike" Hair 
1/12 Derek Langham 
1/13 Patty Hastings 
1/14 Alethea Amato 
1/14 Sandra "Sandy" Church 
1/14 Charlie George 
1/14 John George 
1/14 William "Bill" Wilsman 
1/15 Steve Barber 
1/15 Steve Hansen 
1/16 Patty "Patti" Geninatti 
1/17 Davis Anderson 
1/17 Paul Anderson 
1/18 Larry Hoecker 
1/18 Vickie Johnson 
1/18 Robin Miller 

1/18 Nicholas Williams 
1/19 J. "Mark" Geninatti 
1/19 Tom Grandy 
1/19 Devan Knittel 
1/21 Hannah Mitchell 
1/21 Timothy "Tim" Sherry 
1/22 David Douglas 
1/23 Julie Fratantoni 
1/23 Cynthia "Cindy" Miaso 
1/23 Ed Schmelzel 
1/23 Jordan Stanton 
1/24 Dean Busching 
1/25 Dillon Weaver 
1/27 Marilyn Gray 
1/28 Philip "Phil" Bradford 
1/31 Russell Larsen 

 
January 8th -11:30 Sunday Huddle in Youth House 

January 13th-16th - 1MISSION trip to Mexico to build 
a house.   

January 22nd - 11:30 Sunday Huddle in Youth House 

January 29th - 11:30 Sunday Huddle in Youth House 

 

(Monthly Prayer for Churches) 

We are encouraged to pray monthly for the churches  
and pastors of the Central East District of the  

Desert Southwest Conference.   
 

  For January:  
 

Paradise Valley UMC, Paradise Valley 
Payson UMC 

Scottsdale UMC 
Shepherd of the Pines UMC, Overgaard 

 

Would you recommend 
NSUMC? 

 

What do you love about our 
church? 

Have you felt the presence of God 
through a specific ministry, group 

or people? 

Will you share the answers to these questions by writing a 
review on Facebook or Yelp? Your review doesn’t need to 
be long – just a sentence or two. It will encourage people 
looking for a church to give us a try. So many people use 
these media that your experiences may encourage some-
one with no church experience to check us out further. 
This is 21st century evangelism. Go to Yelp at:  https://
www.yelp.com/biz/north-scottsdale-united-methodist-
church-scottsdale?hrid=V-sLoGBfSgH_nnFveRXX0g to 
write a review on Yelp and thank you! 

 

YOUTH 

HAPPENINGS: 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1-New Year 
10:00-Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 

2  
10:00-Al-Anon 
7:00p Boy Scouts 
 
 

 
 

3 
10:00-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
7:00p NA 
8:00p AA  

4 
10:00-Women’s Bible  
          Study 
6:00-Trustees Mtg 
 

 
 

5 
7:00p-Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

6 
6:15a-Men’s  
            Breakfast 
3:30p-Creative 
 Christians  
6:30-10:00-Spirit of 

the Desert- 
Ruach Hamidbar  
 

7 
9:00a-Piece  
        Makers 
1:00-Funeral 

 

 

8  
8:30 &10:00-Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:30-Youth Group 
            
 

9 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:30p-UMW Dinner Out 
5:30p Monday Evening Book 

Study-Paradise Bakery 
7:00p Boy Scouts 
 

10 
10:00-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
6:30p-Finance Comm. 
6:30p-Church & Society 
6:30p-Education Comm 
6:30p-Missions Comm 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-Church Council 
8:00p-AA  

11 
10:00-Women’s Bible  
          Study 
4:00-UMW Serves at 
         Watkins Shelter 
6;00-Girl Scouts 
7:00-Chancel Choir 

12 
12:30-New Day Circle 
7:00p-Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

13 
6:15a-Men’s  
            Breakfast 
3:30p-Creative 
            Christians 
 

14 
 

15 
8:30 &10:00-Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:30-Youth Group 
1:00-Needle Arts 
 
 

16 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:30p Monday Evening Book 

Study-Paradise Bakery 
7:00p-Boy Scouts 
 

17 
10:00-Al-Anon 
6:00p-Sterling Place Meets 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-AA 
 

18 
10:00-Women’s Bible  
          Study 
4:00p-CYT 
6:00-New Member 
        Orientation 
6:00-SPRC Meets 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 
 
 

19 
12:30-Brown Bag 
                   Bookies 
6:45-Beta Sigma Phi 
7:00p-Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

20** 
NORTHWIND 
         DEADLINE 
6:15a-Men’s  
            Breakfast 
3:30p-Creative 
            Christians 
 

21 
9:00a-Piece 
             Makers 

22 
8:30 &10:00-Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:30-Creative Christians Video 

& Lunch 
11:30-Youth Group 

23 
10:00-Mon Bible Study 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:30p Monday Evening Book 

Study-Paradise Bakery 
7:00p Boy Scouts 
7:00p-Monday Evening Bible 

Study 
 
 

24 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:00p-Staff Meeting 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
6:30p-Worship Comm. 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-AA 

25 
10:00-Women’s Bible  
          Study 
4:00p-CYT 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 
 
 

26 
7:00p-Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 
 
 

27 
6:15a-Men’s  
            Breakfast 
9:00a-Card Ministry 
@ Janet Fluornoy’s 
1:00p-Set up for 
UMW English Tea 
3:30p-Creative 
            Christians 
 

28 
 9:00-UMW 
         English Tea            

29 NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
8:30 &10:00-Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:30-Youth Group 
11:30-Endowment Presentation 
 

30  
10:00-Mon Bible Study 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:30p Monday Evening Book 

Study-Paradise Bakery 
7:00p-Monday Evening Bible 

Study 
 

31 
10:00-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-AA 

    

JANUARY 2017 

**DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH’S 
NORTHWIND ARTICLES  

IS JANUARY 20th 
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MISSION BUDGET  WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?  
  

 In 2016 the Church Council authorized $8,620 for 
missions.  The Mission Committee allocated the money in 
three areas:  charity, leverage and social change.  Charity 
includes such things as the prison ministry, Christmas 
Angels and Watkins meals.  Leverage is partnering with 
other organizations in the community like Wesley/Golden 
Gate, the Veteran’s Court, and the ICM Food and Clothing 
Bank.  Social change are programs like Trinity Opportunity 
Alliance.  Some of these areas/programs are dependent 
on contributions by each of us (Christmas Angels, Watkins 
meals, ICM Food and Clothing Bank).  When you see 
reports of various activities, know that these represent your 
contagious generosity!    
 
ARIZONA TAX CREDITS.    

 The State of Arizona provides an incredible incentive 
for taxpayers to donate to certain qualifying organizations 
like Justa, UMOM and Wesley Community Center.  An 
individual can donate up to $400 and a couple filing jointly 
$800 and get it back when you file you 2016 tax return.  
There is a special tax credit for qualifying organizations 
serving foster children such as our parter Arizona Friends 
of Foster Children Foundation/Keys to Success.  The 
donation limit is $500 for an individual and $1,000 for a 
couple filing jointly.  Of course, you should consult your tax 
advisor for specifics.  YOU CAN STILL MAKE A 
DONATION FOR 2016. 
 
FOOD AND CLOTHING DRIVE.    

 The food and clothing drive to benefit families receiving 
services through ICM Food and Clothing Bank was very 
successful!  We collected 1841 pounds of food and cloth-
ing.  Thanks to all of you who contributed! 

 
FOSTER HOMES TO COLLEGE.   

 Eighteen months ago an offshoot of Trinity Opportunity 
Alliance (TOA) was initiated by Jo Steig, a member of 
NSUMC and a professor at Mesa Community College. It 
began by working with Keys to Success (KTS), a program 
of the Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation, to 
help meet the educational needs of teens aging out of the 
foster care system. What began with youths struggling to 
complete their GED transitioned into the development of 
summer bridge programs for high school students in care. 
We quickly learned that the earlier the youth develop study 
and interpersonal skills along with academics, the more 
long-term and sustainable the benefits. This has led to col-
laboration between TOA, Keys, Helen’s Hope Chest, and 
Mesa Community College (a part of the Maricopa Commu-
nity Colleges) to design such a program.  

 Last summer 13 girls aged 15 – 17 attended a summer 
boot camp at Mesa Community College (MCC). Six 
months later all of the girls are still enrolled in high school 

and are performing above levels for last year. This summer 
the five-week program will enroll up to 25 boys and girls 
and will combine activities to develop interpersonal skills, 
college success qualities, and math skills. All parts of the 
curriculum are designed to work together to leave the stu-
dents better equipped to succeed in school, in work, and in 
life.  

 In this program, TOA’s involvement is more about be-
ing present to help build connections than it is to specifical-
ly supply human resources and funds. This collaboration 
reflects a TOA desire to root programs within institutions 
so that the ownership and growth remains local, thus in-
creasing long term sustainability. Currently MCC is serving 
as a district pilot with the aim to expand to other colleges 
within the district. Phoenix College has already expressed 
interest to be the second site for this program. 
 
UMOM WATKINS DINNERS.   

You have been doing a great job filling the freezer!  Keep 
up the good work.   If you would like to serve a meal or 
donate food, contact Rich Jensen at  
richardwjensen@yahoo.com  
 
BOOKS FOR VETS.   

We are still collecting books and magazines for the VA.  As 
noted above, we are also collecting books for the jail 
libraries.  Committee members will sort those appropriate 
for each so keep the books coming! 
 
CHRISTMAS ANGELS.    

THIS CONGREGATION IS FANTASTIC! You opened your 
hearts and wallets to provide presents for 220 children and 
youth!  This year we continued our partnership with Golden 
Gate Community Center.  We established a new partner 
with Southwest Human Development.  They support chil-
dren in the foster care system who are living with extended 
family members.  These families get little support from the 
state so you can imagine the financial stress this may cre-
ate for these families.  Our gifts were for both the children 
and the families that support them. The children come from 
the Golden Gate community and the foster care system 
but are living with extended family.  There also were our 10 
senior ladies from Wesley Community Center that we have 
supported for many years.  Thank you! 

VETERAN’S COURT.   

We were able to purchase 30 weekly and biweekly bus 
passes for individuals who have secured jobs but need 
transportation.  This is a hand up for these veterans who 
are trying to get their lives back together.   
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The Arizona StandDown is 
an alliance of community-
based organizations that 
come together to provide 

annual, one to three day events that bring together the 
State's homeless and at-risk military veterans, connecting 
them with a whole range of services including health care, 
housing, legal as well as clothing, haircuts, and other per-
sonal services.  This year the Phoenix (Maricopa) 
StandDown will be held at the Veterans Memorial Colise-
um on February 10.   NSUMC has participated in this 
event for the past several years under the leadership of 
Bill and Carol Adams and Trish George.  We will be leav-
ing from the church parking lot at 9:00 a.m. and our shift 
will be from 10:00—2:00.  There are a number of addition-
al ways you can help.  

Donate clothing.  There is a need for women’s sweats 
(tops and bottoms) and men’s jeans and socks 
(please, new).  Bring your donation to the Mission 
Table and we will make sure it is delivered.   

Donate your time.  Volunteers are needed to set up 
the day before and four hour shifts on the days of 
the event.  Sign up sheets will be at the Mission 
Table.  

 For more information or questions, contact Bill or Car-
ol Adams at desertdos4@cox.net, see them at the Mission 
Table, or Trish George at patriciageorge7@gmail.com. 
 
 Because of your ongoing commitment to our broader 
community through your offering, we have been able to 
purchase 30 sweats (tops and bottoms) for this year.  
THANK YOU. 

The 2017 Ethiopian Mission trip cancelled 
 
The mission trip to Ethiopia scheduled for March 

of 2017 has been cancelled. During the summer, groups 
of people began protesting some of the government’s 
practices. Some of those protests led to violence and the 
government established martial law for at least the next 6 
months. The political unrest is continuing to escalate and 
has made it unsafe for westerners. 

 
We ask that you pray 
for the children and 
staff of Hope for the 
Hopeless as they 
navigate these very 
difficult times. If you 
are a sponsor, please 
do not encourage 
your child to contact 
you through the inter-
net. The government 

has clamped down on internet use so the internet cafes 
are not safe. Please do continue your support for your 
child or if you haven’t sponsored a child, please consider 
it, they need our steadfast love and support in the midst of 
great uncertainty. When it is stable again and safe for us, 
we’ll schedule another trip. 

BOOKS FOR VETERANS 
Ongoing, Collection Boxes  

in Fellowship Hall  

Bring in your gently-used books for the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in Phoenix. From its begin-

ning, the initial response to the program has been 
astonishing! In just the first two months of the pro-
ject, over 1,200 books were delivered, and the pro-

gram continues to grow. The project is sponsored by 
the Missions Committee, chaired by Mike Hair,  

480-443-3357 or mkhairpc@yahoo.com. 
We loved making the advent 

wreaths and creating all the other 
“make and take” Christmas crafts. 



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

Terry@nsumc.com or  
cwright423@cox.net 
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Advent Thank YOU! 
 
Thank you to our amazing Education commit-
tee: Teri Wight, Carey Johnson, Jessica Dan-
iel,  Janet Flournoy, Leah, Bergstrom, Heather 
Mitchell, Bev Blew, and Toni Rhorer.  They did 
a wonderful job helping our congregation pre-
pare for the Advent season with the Advent 
Celebration held on Dec. 4th.  We enjoyed 
great food from UMOM catering!!!   
 
We loved making the advent wreaths and cre-
ating all the other “make and take” Christmas 
crafts.   
 
Of course the best 

part is always the friendly 
fellowship that goes with 
all of these activities. 

  
 

 

Sidewalk Sunday School Thank You! 
 
Thank you to all of our Sunday School families 
and the congregation for helping us to collect 
items for25 bags of gifts for the children and 
youth of Sidewalk Sunday School.  We were al-
so able to purchase gift cards for the youth be-
cause of the additional monetary donations! 
Your generosity was amazing!!!  We greatly ap-
preciate all that you contributed and so did the 
children and youth that received these gifts! 
 
Wesley Angel Tree 
Thank YOU! 
 
Thank you to our 
amazing congregation 
for being a blessing to 
over 200 people.  Be-
cause of your generosi-
ty they had a more joy-
ous Christmas!   
 

Thank 
you also 
to our 
youth for 
loading 
all the 
gifts onto 
the truck.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to Mike Hair 
for leading this ministry! 
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Baptism Anniversary  
Milestone 

 
We invite you or your loved one who was 
baptized in 2016 to celebrate the anniver-
sary of their baptism on Sunday, January 
8th@ the 10:00 Worship in the NSUMC 
sanctuary. 
 
Happy Anniversary to those baptized here 
at NSUMC this past year: 
 
Ariana J. Decker  

     Parents: David Decker & Andrea Robertson 

Kinsley J. Koepke  

     Parents: Brian & Melissa Koepke 

Chloe K. Lee  

     Parents: Megan & Casey Lee 

Miles Rocklin  

     Parents: Nicole & Rick Rocklin 

Madison M. Samz  

     Parents: Brandon & Sarah Samz 

Alexa C. Schaper  

     Parents: Bryant & Brooke Schaper 

Caitlyn M. Schaper  

     Parents: Bryant & Brooke Schaper 

 
 
 

February 28th  
6-7pm   

 
NSUMC will host an informative 
program on the Prison Ministry 
of Red Mountain UMC transform-
ative work with Prison Ministry 
 
 
RMUMC’s Matthew 25:36 Prison Ministry be-
lieve:  
1.     redemption and reform are possible and 
that we have a role to play in helping people 
maneuver the pitfalls of recidivism (going back 
to prison).   
2.     education is a KEY for women with a felo-
ny record 
3.     developing pen pal relationships is KEY 
for the women of RMUMC 
  
Our ministry is grounded in Matthew 25:35-
36, 40 
“…for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 
and you visited me…truly I tell you, just as you 
did it to one of the least of these who are mem-
bers of my family, you did it to me.” 
 
Statistics 
·        The U.S. has less than 5% of the world’s 
population and 25% of the world’s prisoners 
·        The U.S. houses more inmates than the 
TOP 35 European countries combined, includ-
ing Russia. 
·        The U.S.  has 751 people in prison for 
every 100,000 population 
Ø England incarcerates 153 for every 100,000 
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Ø France incarcerates 93 for every 100,000 
Ø Germany incarcerates 90 for every 100,000 
·        1 in 28 children has a parent in prison in 
the U.S. 
·        Massachusetts, Washington and Arizona 
all have a population of about 6.5 million. 
Ø MA has a prison population of 11,000 
Ø WA has a prison population of 17,000 
Ø AZ has a prison population of 40,000 (does 
not include private prisons in AZ) 
·        1 in 37 people in AZ are under corrections 
supervision, prison, parole or probation. 
·        THIS IS OUR BUSINESS – IF FOR NO 
OTHER REASONS THAN ECONOMIC & 
SAFETY.  It costs us (you & me) about $25,000 
per year to house an inmate in a minimum 
security prison, more in medium and maximum 
security housing. 
 
Be sure to Save the Date!  Please contact Laura 
Brownfield lbrownfield2@cox.net or the church 
office to RSVP. 

 
DO YOU HAVE HOUSEHOLD 

ITEMS YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO  

DONATE? 
 
Occasionally folks ask if they 
can donate household items, 
such as small kitchen appliances, lamps, small & large 
furniture to the church - and we often aren’t able to use 
them or store them until we might need them.  Here is 
an alternative: 

Habitat for Humanity accepts new and gently used 
household items.  There are four locations that will ei-
ther pick up or folks can drop off: 

42205 N Vision Way 1477 S. Dobson 
Anthem  Mesa 
623-551-6400  480-969-2143 
  
9133 NW Grand Ave 115 E. Watkins 
Peoria  Phoenix 
623-776-2287  602-268-4266 
 

NSUMC Welcomes You!   

     Are you interested in learning about 
membership? 

 Plan to attend one of the informational 
orientations we have planned this year. 

Please RSVP to the church office either through email at 
office@nsumc.com or by phone at 480-948-0529. 

 January Orientation   Wed 1/18/17       Join 1/29/17 

 March Orientation   Wed 3/15/17 Join 3/26/17 

 July Orientation  Wed 7/12/17 Join 7/23/17 

 October Orientation   Wed 10/18/17 Join 10/29/17 

 

Do you love NSUMC and want 
to share all the wonderful 
things we offer? 

Welcome Desk  
help needed!!   

 

Please call Laura Brownfield 602-576-5521 or email 
lbrownfield2@cox.net if you can spend 20 minutes 
before and after a service once a month!   

SANCTUARY FLOWERS  

Commemorate a special event or 
remember someone special…  

Donate flowers for Worship on Sun-
days.  The calendar for 2017 is now on display outside 
Fellowship Hall by the office. To sign up, select the 
date, write in your name and the information, and 
place your contribution in the envelopes provided.  
Drop off in the office or place in the collection plate 
on Sunday. 



 

 

     United Methodist Women is a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God and to expe-
rience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship 
and to expand concepts of mission through partici-
pation in the global ministries of the church. 
     Membership is open to any woman with the de-
sire to belong, to support our PURPOSE and to par-
ticipate in the global mission of the church through 
United Methodist Women.   
     For information on how you can join North 
Scottsdale UMW, contact Cindy Bryant, 480-922-
1145 or email cindybryant@cox.net.  

Opportunities for  
Service and Fellowship 

January 2017 UMW Events 

Monday, January 9th at 5:30  
 Contact Cindy Bryant @ 480-922-1145 
 Dinner Out – Macaroni Grill 
Wednesday,  January 11th   
 Watkins Center-UMW serves 
 Contact Cheryl Vieth @ 602-867-7079 
Thursday, January  12th at 12:30 
 New Day Circle   
 Contact Grace Hansen @ 480-275-4762 
Sunday,  January 15th at 1:00 
 Needle Arts   
 Contact Cherri Escobar @ 480-860-2746 
Thursday January 19th at 12:30 
 Brown Bag Bookies 
 Contact Joyce Nolan @ 602-690-8383 
Friday,  January 27th at 9:00 
 Card Ministry at Janet Flournoy’s home 
 Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436 
Saturday, January 28th at 10:00   
 English Tea at NSUMC 
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2017 Dinners Out Schedule: 
 
List of Dinners Out for December, January, February, held 
on the 2nd Monday of the month at 5:30PM.  The cross 
streets are listed to assist with directions. 
 
January 9, 2017             Macaroni Grill                     
  Scottsdale Road & Golddust 
February 13, 2017        Mimi's Cafe                        
  Shea & 90th St. 
March 13, 2017           Macayo's                           
  11107 N. Scottsdale Rd 
April 10, 2017             Wally's American Grill        
  Doubletree Ranch Road & 76th St.  
May 8, 2017              Cheesecake Factory          
  Scottsdale Road & Greenway in 
                                          Kierland 
 
 

 
ENGLISH TEA PARTY—FELLOWSHIP HALL 
JANUARY 28th @ 10:00 AM 
 
All women are invited to the United Methodist Women's Eng-
lish Tea Party in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, January 28th at 
10AM.  Bring your favorite tea cup and feel free to wear a 
fancy hat.  There will be special entertainment.  Make this a 
family event and bring your daughters and granddaughters.  
Please RSVP to Cindy Bryant so we know how many tables 
to set up.  480-922-1145 or email cindybryant@cox.net. 

The Arizona StandDown Alliance 
 
United Methodist Women along with the Mission Committee 
are collection items for the Stand Down which will be held on 
Thursday and Friday February 9th and 10th.  We will be going 
on Friday the 10th and carpooling from the Church to volunteer 
at the Stand Down.  Items we are focusing on this year will be 
the sweat shirts and sweat pants for the women veterans 
mostly sizes large and extra large.  Combs, brushes, hair ties, 
feminine products, chapsticks, tooth paste, deodorant, socks 
and  cosmetic bags.  Please bring your items to the Mission 
Table. You can see Carol or Bill Adams at the table or call 
them at 602-493-2337 with any questions. 
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Four of NSUMC Youth have been 
cast in CYT's upcoming production 
of Disney’s The Lion King, Jr! 

Disney's The Lion King has captivated the imagination 
of audiences around the world, and now CYT Phoenix 
brings it to life on the Mesa Arts Center stage! 

Please contact one of the families listed below if you 
would like discounted tickets at $14/ticket. The or-
ders must be received by Sunday, December 4th. 
Discounted tickets are exempt from any box office 
fees. 

 Jennifer Caplan  
    caplan2873@yahoo.com   
 Kristy Klobucar   
    kklobucar6@gmail.com or 202-302-1192 
 Carmen Utecht  
   cutecht@me.com or 602-680-0489 
 
Additionally, there will be seating available for purchase, 
at a base price of $15/ticket, online at the Mesa Arts 
Center’s website.  

For more information about CYT, please visit our website 
at www.cytphoenix.org. 

Performances: 

Friday, January 6th – 7:00pm 
Saturday, January 7th – 1:00pm & 4:00pm 
Sunday, January 8th – 2:00pm 
Friday, January 13th – 7:00pm 
Saturday, January 14th – 1:00pm & 4:00pm 
Sunday, January 15th – 2:00pm 

VENUE:  
Mesa Arts Center 
One East Main Street 
Mesa, AZ 85201 

 

Come and read through the Bible with us! 

 Beginning January 11, each week from 10:00-
11:30 AM, the Wednesday morning Bible study group 
will read through the Bible via The Story: The Bible as 
One Continuing Story of God and His People, by Max 
Lucado and Randy Frazee. 

 The Story is an abridged, chronological Bible that 
reads like a novel. There are no verse references, and 
Scripture segments are seamlessly woven together 
with transition text into a single grand narrative. For 
those intimidated or overwhelmed by the unabridged 
Bible, The Story helps people understand God’s Word 
more fully and engage with it more easily. 

 Simple, accessible, and easy to use, churches are 
finding The Story a powerful way to engage people in 
Bible reading like never before. As The Story brings 
the Bible to life, the broad scope of God’s message will 
penetrate hearts. People of all ages will be swept up in 
the story of God’s love and God’s plan for their lives. 

 From the foreword: “This book tells the grandest, 
most compelling story of all time: the story of a true 
God who loves his children, who established for them 
a way of salvation and provided a route to eternity. 
Each story in these 31 chapters reveals the God of 
grace – the God who speaks; the God who acts; the 
God who listens; the God whose love for his people 
culminated in his sacrifice of Jesus, his only Son, to 
atone for the sins of humanity.” 

 Each week’s lesson will consist of reading the Bi-
ble, reading from the study book, watching a DVD ses-
sion, and discussing the material with the group. Make 
your New Year resolution now to join us for The Story. 

 Explore The Story in greater detail at: 
www.thestory.com  JANUARY EVENTS: 

January 6th Cooking with Ms. Susan 

January 13th One Mission 

January 20th Rehearsal  

January 22nd Video Luncheon 

January 27th Snow Day  

January 28th  UMW Tea 

 

CHRISTIANS 


