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One of the core practices fundamental to Christianity is reconciliation. While I could go with 
peace, I'm going to stick with reconciliation as the practice that ends in peace. 

The Bible strongly supports the notion of reconciliation as a central Christian practice. Here 
are two quick examples; 

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; be-
hold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to him-
self and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling

 
the 

world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ. 

Matthew 5:9 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

If you’ve heard me offer a Sunday reflection in any context, you more than likely have heard 
me use the word reconciliation in one form or another. You might even be tired of hearing it, or at the 
very least, numb to it. So then, what is the practice of reconciliation? Why do I find it such a compel-
ling idea that I cannot help but continue to bring it up?  

Let’s begin with John Paul Lederach, one of the authorities on peace building and conflict res-
olution. Lederach is a faithful Mennonite whose faith has directly impacted his work. I recommend to 
you a book of his that has been recommended to me for some time: Building Peace: Sustainable 
Reconciliation in Divided Societies. 

In case you don’t have the opportunity to read it, in Building Peace, Lederach posits that rec-
onciliation is a place where four concepts come together. Lederach discovered these four by listen-
ing to Psalm 85 being read in Nicaraguan villages at the start of village meetings as local peace 
builders attempted to organize a grassroots movement to bring peace to their communities. In the 
Spanish translation, Psalm 85:10 says, "Truth and mercy have met together; peace and justice have 
kissed."  That image of truth and mercy coming together while peace and justice kiss inspired Leder-
ach to conclude that genuine reconciliation requires all four of the following elements: 

 Truth, which includes acknowledgment, transparency, revelation, clarity,  

accountability, and vulnerability.  
Unless the parties are open and honest with each other, true reconciliation cannot be  
found. Thus, confession is an integral aspect of truth. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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GOD IS SO GREAT AND  

GOD IS SO GOOD! 

We have so much to be thankful for! I 

can’t thank Him enough for your prayers, 

gifts and assistance last year! 

Our church has so many wonderful 

people! It’s true! Our Director of Music, 

Darin Read, is not only talented but awe-

somely gifted at helping the choir to 

blend and produce the tone and quality 

of the music they’re performing.  They 

work very hard every week to show God’s love through the music they per-

form. The Christmas Cantata was just one wonderful example.  

Those of us who are musicians are also extremely grateful for Tim 

Stumpp, one of the greatest sound people in the world. He enables the 

whole congregation to hear the tiniest sound almost anywhere in the sanc-

tuary, and blends sounds from into one beautiful performance. God has 

given him a great gift, and we are so blessed to have him. 

And, although Charlene Prince is a great woman who has played the 

piano and taught piano lessons for many years, she now spends hours 

practicing to play duets with me for all of us to enjoy. Four hands can do 

much more than just two, and I’m so grateful that she’s willing to work so 

hard to bless all of us.  

I’m also incredibly thankful for your many kind words, and gifts! God 

created everything, and everything we have really belongs to him. What 

we’ve worked for, he’s given us the strength and intelligence to obtain, and 

to be the best stewards we can. Consequently, I am blessed by your gen-

erosity – your willingness to share what God has enabled you to receive. 

I’ve received so many precious gifts from you!  

I’m so proud of your willingness to share the church with other people. 

We limit the use of our space to members and non-profit organizations. 

They are so appreciative of our willingness to share, even though they all 

give us donations. Everything we have, including the air we breathe, is 

God’s gift.  We are blessed to help them help others. 

I’m attaching a thank you note on page 14 that I received from just one 

event. I think you deserve to know just how grateful people are for you!  

May 2016 be an especially blessed year for all of you!  

In Jesus’ name!  

Donna Marie Hartley 
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 Mercy, which includes forgiveness, compassion, and acceptance. 

Mercy requires the inclusion of grace lived out. Mercy alone is superficial. It needs grace,  
as its companion. 

 Justice, which includes equality, right relationships, making things right,  

restitution, and fairness.  
Without attempts to reestablish dignity and equality, the brokenness created by the  
conflict continues to break apart. 

 Peace, which includes harmony, unity, well-being, security, and respect.  

Peace is the predominant experience of reassurance and respect between all parties.  
Without that experience, doubt and skepticism will reappear. 

Lederach goes on to discuss, in practical terms, the practice of reconciliation and peace, 
building from low-level grassroots mediations (e.g., local leaders, local health officials, refugee camp 
leaders) to middle-level mediations (e.g., ethnic/religious leaders, academics, humanitarian leaders) 
to high-level mediations (e.g., military leaders, political leaders). If pursuing the practice of peace is 
something that ignites a passion within you in a vocational sense, I’d encourage you pick up Building 
Peace and see if it gives you further vision in this spiritual practice. Universities across the country 
offer conflict resolution and peace building. 

But, for now, let’s end with an ordinary focus: Reconciliation in the relationships around us. 
Often it appears that reconciliation is more foundational to the Christian faith than worship itself. Re-
member that Jesus said: 

Matthew 5:23-24 
Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar and there remember that your brother or 
sister has something against you,

 
leave your gift at the altar and go. First make things 

right with your brother or sister and then come back and offer your gift. 

How often do we fail to internalize this message? Believing that the practice of faith is mainly 
about church attendance, do we not lose the incarnational intent of the life of Jesus? 

We live in an almost unbearably violent world that is full of conflict. Most times it’s overwhelm-
ing to think, "What can I do to bring peace into this world?" Perhaps the most powerful thing to say in 
this meditation comes from a former peace builder, Gandhi; "be the change you want to see in the 
world." 

With that in mind, I commend to you the faithful ministry of your church. While I could write at 
length about the good work of the United Methodist Church globally, it would be a grave error to not 
reflect on the work that many of you are already taking part in locally. This month will see more min-
istries expanding and making new inroads to bless the community around us through our Missions 
Ministry and with Trinity Opportunity Alliance. We will offer gifts of grace and support to our sisters 
and brothers in Mexico through the Student Ministries home building trip with One Mission. 

May this season of the church be one that you take part in. Pastor Nancy and I hope that you 
witness what is going on amongst the community that you call your own, and choose to walk along-
side your sisters and brothers in the work of justice, compassion, and reconciliation. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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MISSION MEMO 

CHRISTMAS ANGELS.  We had over 225 angels including a few seniors (One senior lady is over 

100), children from families in the Golden Gate Community, and foster children from various group 

homes.  We particularly want to thank you for the foster kids.   They tended to be older kids and not 

as much fun to buy toys or clothes for.  However, these youngsters have nothing.  Your gifts gave 

them a Christmas.  Thank you.   Of course, we also need to thank Mike Hair who shepherds this 

whole project, the Baileys, our youth and the Mission Committee who help make this all happen. 

 

ARIZONA STANDDOWN.  The Arizona StandDown is an alliance of community-based organiza-

tions that come together to provide annual, one to three-day events that bring together the State's 

homeless and at-risk military veterans, connecting them with a whole range of services including 

health care, housing, legal services, as well as clothing, haircuts, and other personal services.  This 

year the Phoenix (Maricopa) StandDown will be held at the Veterans Memorial Coliseum on January 

28 and 29.   NSUMC has participated in this event for the past several years under the leadership of 

Bill and Carol Adams and Trish George.  There are a number of ways you can help. 

 Donate clothing.  There is a need for women’s sweats (tops and bottoms) and men’s under-

wear and socks (please, new).  Bring your donation to the Mission Table, and we will make sure 

it is delivered. 

 Donate your time.  Volunteers are needed to set up on January 27 and four-hour shifts on the 

days of the event.  Sign up sheets will be at the Mission Table.  

For more information or questions, contact Bill or Carol Adams at desertdos4@cox.net or Trish 

George at patriciageorge7@gmail.com. 

 

GOD DEEDS.  The GOD Deed project for November was distributing gift cards in honor of Thanks-

giving.  As usual, it was an amazing experience for both the recipients and the donor. One report we 

received said, “Giving the gift card to my neighbor was so greatly appreciated by her. I knew that 

Laura was having a difficult time paying for all the prescriptions that her husband needed due to the 

fact that he has Parkinson's and MS. She was absolutely thrilled with the generosity of the church, 

and asked me to let everyone know how very blessed she feels.”   Think about buying a gift card at 

the grocery store and give it to someone who you would like to thank, or is facing some challenges.  

It is amazing what a blessing it is for them and you! 

 

PRISON MINISTRY.   In October, Church and Society sponsored an excellent forum:  Perspectives 

on Justice: A Forum on Mass Incarceration and For-Profit Prisons.  It was attended by over 50 peo-

ple.  We are forming a subcommittee led by Laura Brownfield to work with the Prison Reform sub-

committee of Church and Society of the Desert Southwest Conference.  We are not sure what role 

our congregation will take, prison ministry or advocacy.  If you would like to be involved in figuring 

this out, contact Laura Brownfield lbrownfield2@cox.net or cell/text 602-576-5521.   

 

mailto:desertdos4@cox.net
mailto:patriciageorge7@gmail.com
mailto:lbrownfield2@cox.net
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GOLDEN GATE HOME REPAIR.   In October and November, the Home Repair team installed 

doors and fans, and replaced ceilings for a Golden Gate resident.  We are planning to help several 

more residents this spring.  Interested in helping?  Some workers begin with coffee and donuts.  

Others just begin.  Watch for announcements in the bulletin or contact Mike Hair if you are interest-

ed.   

TRINITY OPPORTUNITY ALLIANCE.  Please see page 6. 

MISSION TRIPS.  Ever wanted to join a team of United Methodists on a mission trip – either domes-

tic or international?  The Conference is interested in developing a coordinated approach to develop 

and deploy trained teams.  These include medical, construction, evangelism/nurturing and Bible 

Schools.   For more information contact Lorraine and Mike Eyer at (623) 810-5600 or 

clnmwe@gmail.com. 

We are looking for a volunteer to coordinate our mission team activities.  Interested?  Contact Jane 

Pearson at janepearson@cox.net. 

UMOM WATKINS DINNERS.  Thanks to all of you who completed a form offering to help with food 

or serving.   Marilyn Gray or Rick Jensen will be contacting you about donating or serving.  We are 

excited to report that there has been food in the freezer.  If you were the elf that put it there – thank 

you.   

BOOKS FOR VETS.  We collect books and magazines and deliver them to the Phoenix VA Hospital.  

They add them to their library for the pleasure of the patients and their families.  Clean out your book 

cases and bring your books to the Mission Table. 

                                   

January Sermon Series 
As we begin a new year, Pastor Nancy 

and Pastor David like to offer a teaching series 

of a practical nature. Last January we offered a 

series on The Five Love Languages. 

This year, we take a look at another im-

portant five; The Five Languages of Apology. 

We have all said and done things that have 

hurt and endangered our relationships. Some-

times we’ve done it with full realization, and 

sometimes we did not realize the pain we 

caused.  

In seeking to follow the way of Jesus, it 

is important to understand the practices of 

apology and forgiveness. We invite you to join 

us in January for this important series on how 

we communicate and live out a faithful life that 

includes the posture of humility as we gain per-

spective on The Five Languages of Apology.  

One Mission Trip to Mexico 
We offer our thanks to our Student Ministry 

Director Sarah Cushman in organizing and lead-

ing the effort to take so many families to Mexico 

to build a home for a family through our partner-

ship with One Mission. 

This will be our church’s second home built 

through this ministry. The trip will include not only 

teenagers, but families and people of all ages 

who want to be a blessing to our sisters and 

brothers in Mexico. 

Keep an eye out on Facebook and watch for 

future releases about this year’s venture.  

The mission trip will take place from  

January 16-18. We invite everyone to pray pri-

or to, and during, this mission effort for all in-

volved.  

tel:%28623%29%20810-5600
mailto:clnmwe@gmail.com
mailto:janepearson@cox.net
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Trinity Opportunity Alliance Needs Your Support 

Two years ago, our congregation learned about the challenges faced by foster children, both be-

cause of their personal circumstance and the foster care system itself.  We were challenged to do 

something.  Under Pastor Nancy’s leadership, we decided to focus our attention on young people 

who are transitioning out of the system.  With no support system, little if any work experience, and 

minimal education, many of these eighteen year olds are vulnerable, unemployed and, ultimately, 

become homeless. By giving them a hand up with a supportive work experience, livable wage and 

economic independence, they can move to thriving adulthood.   Could we leverage the resources of 

our congregation to recruit employers that would provide jobs to these young people?  Our thought: 

it was a good idea, so we began.  Because of a generous donation, we were able to hire Janice 

Grandy to launch TOA. 

Over the next year, Janice learned more about the system than she could ever imagine, built 

relationships with both youth serving organizations and employers, and refined our planning.  The 

mission was to recruit, train and support employers who would provide jobs.  We needed a youth 

serving partner who would support the youth.  We found one with Arizona Friends of Foster Chil-

dren Foundation, Keys to Success Program.  We recruited Kroger as our first large employer, and 

we were on our way.  Over the past six months we have recruited five more large employers and 

several small employers.  Youth are beginning to be employed! 

As Pastor Nancy reported at our 2015 Charge Conference, NSUMC's 2016 goals are to contin-

ue to enhance and expand our ministries and outreach including the Trinity Opportunity Alliance.  

TOA’s goals for 2016 are to develop and present 10 training modules to support employers’ HR and 

management staff, formalize partnerships with two more youth matching organizations, partner with 

two more United Methodist congregations to expand TOA's reach, and recruit more businesses. 

To achieve the TOA 2016 goals, we need funding to continue this important work.  Our Church 

Council has allocated some funding to support core operations, and we are seeking grant opportu-

nities for specific activities.  We are looking for NSUMC partners and community partners who can 

help us expand our footprint to bring this program to more employers and youth in Arizona.  Would 

you like to help?  If you would like more information about funding the program, please contact Rev-

erend Nancy Cushman at PastorNancy@nsumc.com. 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The church is continuing its student aid program for our congregation members and staff to pur-
sue Christian education. Our Endowment Fund will provide the funds, because investing in the 
growth of our human resources is as important as investing in our physical facilities.  

Candidates for this student aid include ministers, Christian education directors, Christian music 
directors, Christian youth directors, Christian missionaries, and church members who want to enroll 
in the United Methodist Certification Program. 

A copy of the Christian Aid Application form can be obtained in the church office. Applications for 
this coming Summer semester must be submitted not later than March 30. 

mailto:PastorNancy@nsumc.com
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Leadership Training at Red Mountain UMC 

Registration is open for the 2016 Central East District Leadership Training on Saturday, February, 6, 
2016 from 8:30 AM - 2:45 PM at Red Mountain UMC, 2936 N. Power Rd, Mesa. The keynote speak-
er will be Bishop Bob Hoshibata. Free childcare is available to those 
who pre-register, for infants to 6 year olds. Contact the Central East Dis-
trict Office at cwhitmire@dscumc.org to register for childcare. 

The morning and afternoon workshops focus on imagining new ways to 
connect with people we are not now serving in the local church. 

Morning Workshops include: 

 Trustees Duties and Responsibilities 

 Spirituality and Finance: How to Use One to Improve the Other 

 Non-Traditional Community Outreach 

 Marketing Your Church: Marketing That Keeps Working 

 Re-Visioning Nominations: From Dreadful to Dynamic 

 Establishing and Polishing Safe Sanctuaries Policies 

 In the Service of Others: Volunteers In Mission Congregation Opportunities 

Afternoon Workshops include: 

 Trustees Advanced Responsibilities 

 Using the Past to Inspire the Future: Old Faces, New Places 

 Financial Resources: Acquiring, Securing and Multiplying 

 Beyond Demographics: A New Community 

 Connecting New Faces in New Places: Expanding Your Reach 

 Meeting People Where They Are (Networking) 

 Moving Outside Our Comfort Zone 

Cost, including lunch, is $15.00 if paid by January 31 or $20.00 after January 31  
Register at http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ebwzwbqx2107efe2&llr=w9ybxcdab  

mailto:cwhitmire@dscumc.org
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ebwzwbqx2107efe2&llr=w9ybxcdab
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1 Brian Griffeth 

 Bowman Livingston 

2  Kelsey Kosan 

3 Bob Harden 

 Rick Yang 

4 Jill Causey 

 Trista Read 

 Mary Ann Wilsman 

5 David Cogan 

 Zach Phelps 

 Kinsey Rawe 

6 Wesley Sandblom 

 Carson Silsby 

 Bryan Wright 

7 Melissa Barber 

 Amelia Wicker 

8 Shea Contreras 

 Coleen Harrison 

9  Jean Ann Campbell 

 Chris Pytlarz 

 Kimberley-Anne  

        Sheard 

 

10 Laura Barber 

 Alex Chamberlin 

 Nancy Gerberding 

 Gavin Hastings 

  Wanda Turner 

 Zoey Utecht 

11 Betty Davis 

 Betty Gregg 

12 Kristine Escalante 

 Mike Hair 

 Derek Langham 

 Norma Wilcox 

13 Patty Hastings 

14 Alethea Amato 

 Sandy Church 

 John George 

 Charlie George 

 Matt Sheard 

 Bill Wilsman 

15 Steve Barber 

 Ethan Brownfield 

 Steve Hansen 

 

16 Bill Duncan 
 Patty Geninatti 

 Elfie Zenith 

17 Paul Anderson 

 Davis Anderson 

18 Vickie Johnson 

 Dennis Leigh 

 Robin Miller 

 Donna Ulrich 

  Nicholas Williams 

19 Mark Geninatti 

 Tom Grandy 

 Amanda Ware 

20 Matthew French 

21 Hannah Mitchell 

 Tim Sherry 

22 Jim Bussey 

 David Douglas 

 

23 Julie Fratantoni 

 Cindy Miaso 

 Kelly Montaño 

 Sandy Moses 

 Gene Patterson 

 Ed Schmelzel 

 Jordan Stanton 

24 Dean Busching 

 Gil Christopher 

25 Isabella Sawyer 

 Dillon Weaver 

26 Hayley Rhorer 

 Kelsey Zeh 

27 Marta Berlin 

 Audi Gleason 

 Marilyn Gray 

28 Phil Bradford 

29 Mary Peterson 

30 Travis Gildner 

 Randy Gould 

31 Russell Larsen 

 Luke Sandblom 

 

Prayer Vigil for the General Conference 

The new year will lead off 131 days of continual prayer for the General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church (#UMCGC), which meets May 10-20, 2016 in Portland, Oregon.  

This gathering of representatives from all over United Methodism to vision for the next four years 
and do the business of the worldwide church, begins 131 days after the New Year. By coincidence, 
there are 131 annual (regional) conferences in The United Methodist Church. 

“We are encouraging people to pray for God to guide delegates and church leaders as they pre-
pare for General Conference,” said Bishop Al Gwinn, who chairs the Council’s prayer subcommittee. 
“We hope they will pray that God would give them an understanding and loving heart; that all will 
have a spirit of humility and a desire to do God’s will; and that the fruit of the Spirit would be evident 
in such a way that all who observe would sense that true Christian conferencing will take place.” 

The designated day for our Conference, the Desert Southwest Conference, is Saturday, January 
9, 2016. Pastor Nancy has signed up to pray from 9:50-10:05 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016. 
Will you join her in 15 minutes of prayer, if not at that time at some time during the day? If you would 
like to register for a time, sign up at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0e4ba4ac29aafe3-praying . 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0e4ba4ac29aafe3-praying
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United Methodist Women is a community of women 

whose purpose is to know God and to experience free-

dom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to devel-

op a creative supportive fellowship and to expand con-

cepts of mission through participation in the global min-

istries of the church. 

Membership is open to any woman with the desire to 
belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in 
the global mission of the church through United Meth-
odist Women.  For information on how you can join 
North Scottsdale UMW, contact  Cindy Bryant, 480-
922-1145, cindybryant@cox.net.  

Easy ways to support North 

Scottsdale UMW that don’t  

cost extra money! 

 Fry’s Community Rewards Program: Time to 
renew.  Group number is 84462. 
www.FrysCommunityRewards.com 

 Mission Basket:  Donate travel size toiletries 
and other small personal care items for 
Watkins Shelter and Wesley Community 
Center. 

 Campbell’s Labels for Wesley Community 
Center:  Put labels in the envelope on the 
UMW Cart in the Fellowship Hall.  They help 
purchase educational equipment and other 
items for Wesley Community Center. 

 Watkins Women’s Shelter:  Place recently read 
magazines, address labels removed, in the 
green basket on the wire shelves in the 
kitchen.   

 Help serve and provide food for Watkins. We 
serve there once a month. (See schedule.) 
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Opportunities for Service 
and Fellowship 

 

Tue, Jan 12. Dinner Out at 5:30, contact 
Cindy Bryant 

Wed, Jan 13. Serve at the Watkins 
Center. 

Thu., Jan 14. New Day Circle at 12:30. 

Sat., Jan 16. Needle Arts at 1:00. 

Thu., Jan 21. Brown Bag Bookies at 
12:30. 

Thu and Fri., Jan 28 and 29. Veterans’ 
Stand Down  

Fri. Jan 29, Card Ministry at 9:00. 

Sat. Jan 30, English Tea at 10:00. 

http://www.FrysCommunityRewards.com
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January 3     8:30AM         10:00AM 
Greeters  Angie Layton Betty Gaertner 

  Charlene Prince 

Ushers  Chris Moore, Doug & Susan Smith 

 Barb Cogan Rich Jensen, Wavalee McArtor 

  Art and Janet Endres 

Liturgist  Jo Steig Jack Momeyer 

Coffee Fellowship: Finance Committee 

January 10 
Greeters  Marilyn Gray Betty Gaertner 

 Angie Layton Charlene Prince 

Ushers  Joanne Battershall, Doug & Susan Smith 

 Chris Moore Rich Jensen, Gary Vieth 

  Art & Janet Endres 

Liturgist  Jane Pearson Kevin Kosan 

Coffee Fellowship: Membership Committee 

January 17 
Greeters  Gil & Debbie Christoper Judy Elenbaas, Leslie Lampen 

  Marlys Rodgers, Dustin Rodgers 

Ushers  Barb Cogan John & Roxie Helbert 

 Jane Pearson Royce & Laura Brownfield 

  Duane & Sandy Church 

Liturgist  Joanne Battershall Dick Bredeman  

Coffee Fellowship: Missions Committee 

January 24 
Greeters  Gil Christopher Judy Elenbaas, Leslie Lampen 

 Debbie Christopher Ray and Grace Hansen 

Ushers Barb Cogan John & Roxie Helbert 

 Jane Pearson Royce & Laura Brownfield 

  Duane & Sandy Church 

Liturgist Marilyn Gray Doug Smith 

Coffee Fellowship: Staff Parish Relations Committee 

January 31 
Greeters  John & Jane Dahlin John & Jean Doede 

  Ray and Grace Hansen 

Ushers Chris Moore Ed & Ruth Schmelzel 

 Millie Hay Bob Sandblom, Ogbonna Abarikwu 

  Doug & Marianne Bender 

Liturgist Jo Steig Mufazzal Badani 

Coffee Fellowship: Stewardship/Church & Society Committee 
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3  
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
10:00  Sunday School 
 

4 
10:00  Al Anon 
10:00  Monday Morning 

Book Study 
4:00   Mars Hill 
5:30   Book Study at 

Paradise Bakery 
6:00   Cub Scouts 
7:00  Boy  Scouts 

5 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30    Creative  
           Christians 
7:00    Carolyn Eynon 

 Singers 
8:00    Dime Droppers 
 

6 
 
10:00  Bible Study 
 
7:00   Board of Trustees 
 
7:00   Chancel Choir 
           Rehearsal 

7 
 
6:00  Doubt Night at 

Coffee Plantation 
 
7:00   Adult Children of  

Alcoholics 
 
7:00   Handbell Choir 
 

8 
 

6:15 Men’s Breakfast  

        and Study 

7:30  Spirit of the  

          Desert 

 

9 
 
3:00 Sons of Italy 

10  
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:30    Kids of Grace 
10:00  Sunday School 
10:45  Cherub Choir 
11:00  AngeliX 
11:30  Confirmation 
1:30    Huddle 
 

11 
10:00  Al Anon 
10:00  Monday Morning 

Book Study 
4:00   Mars Hill 
5:30   Book Study at 

Paradise Bakery 
5:30   UMW Dinner Out 

at Macaroni Grill 
6:00  Cub Scouts 
7:00  Boy  Scouts 
 

12 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creat. Christians 
5:30  Stewardship Com 
7:00   C. Eynon Singers 
6:30   Finance Com 
6:30   Church & Society 
6:30   Education Com 
7:00   Missions Com 
7:00   N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers 
8:00  Church Council 
 

13 
 
 
10:00  Bible Study 
4:30  Missions Commit-

tee serves dinner 
at UMOM. 

6:00   New Member  
          Orientation. 
7:00   Chancel  
          Choir Rehearsal 

14 
 
12:30  New Day Circle 
 
7:00   Handbell Choir 
 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 

15 
 
6:15 Men’s Breakfast 

and Study 
 

16 
 
9:00  Piece  
Makers 
 

17  
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15   Kids of Grace 
10:00  Sunday School 
10:00  Adult Sunday 

School 
10:45  Cherub Choir 
11:15 AngeliX 
11:30  Grassroots  
 1:00 Needle Arts 
 1:30 Huddle 

18 
10:00  Al Anon 
10:00  Monday Morning 

Book Study 
4:00   Mars Hill 
5:30   Book Study at 

Paradise Bakery 
6:00   Cub Scouts 
7:00  Boy  Scouts 
 

19 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30 Creative Christians 
4:30  Western Juriisd.  
         Dinner  Meeting 
6:30   Staff Parish  
          Relations  
6:30  Worship  
         Committee  
7:00    Carolyn Eynon 

 Singers 
7:00  N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

 

20 
 
10:00  Bible Study 
7:00   Chancel Choir 
           Rehearsal 
 

21 
 
2:30  UMW Brown Bag  

Bookies 
6:45   Beta Sigma Phi 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00  Handbell  Choir  

22 
 
6:15 Men’s Breakfast 

and Study 
 
6:30  Spirit of the  

Desert 
 

23 
 
 

24 NEW 
MEMBERS 
SUNDAY 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30  Creative Studio 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Adult Sunday 

School 
10:45  Cherub Choir 
11:15 AngeliX 
11:00  Confirmation 
1:30  Huddle 

25 
 
10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morning 

Book Club 
5 - 9PM  Mars Hill  
5:30  Bible Study at 

Paradise Bakery 
6:00   Cub Scouts 
7:00   Boy Scouts 

26 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30 Creative Christians  
7:00  Musical Rehearsal 
7:00  Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

( 

10:00  Al Anon 

27 
 
10:00  Bible Study 
7:00   Chancel Choir 
           Rehearsal 
 

 

28 
 
Veterans StandDown at 

Veterans Memori-
al Coliseum 

 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00  Handbell  Choir 

Rehearsal 

29 
 
6:15 Men’s Breakfast 

and Study 
 
Veterans StandDown at 

Veterans Memo-
rial Coliseum 

 
 

30 
 
10:00  UMW Eng-

lish Tea  
31 

31 
 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15   Kids of Grace 
10:00  Sunday School 
10:00  Adult Sunday 

School 
10:45  Cherub Choir 
11:15 AngeliX 
11:00  Confirmation  
1:30  Huddle 

      



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

Terry@nsumc.com or  
cwright423@cox.net 

along the path of spiritual maturity and help us 

find these gems amongst the friction.  Here 

are some of the adult options at NSUMC: 

 Sunday 10:00 - 11:00 AM,  

The Heavenly Pathway – Library. 

 11:30 AM, Dates TBA,  

New Member Orientation. 

 2
nd

 Sunday 1:00 – 4:00 PM,  

Needle Arts  – Bridal Room. 

 Monday 10:00 - 11:30 AM, Women’s 

Morning Book Study – Library. 

 Monday 5:30 - 6:30 PM,  

Book Study at Paradise Bakery. 

 Monday 7:00 - 8:30 PM,  

Women’s Evening Bible Study – Li-

brary. 

 Wednesday 10:00 - 11:30 AM,  

Women’s Bible Study – Library. 

 1
st

 Thursday 5:30 - 6:30 PM,  

Doubt Night at Coffee Plantation. 

 Friday 6:15 - 7:15AM  

Men’s Breakfast and Study Group 

(kitchen). 

 Saturday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM,  

Piece Makers, 1
st

 and 3
rd

 Saturdays. 

 

A New Year’s Gem 

A Chinese Proverb says, “The gem cannot 

be polished without friction, nor man perfected 

without trials.”  

The Apostle Paul stated: “For I am sure of 

this very thing, that the one who began a good 

work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ 

Jesus (Phil 1:6).” Paul assures us as Christians 

that what God started in us he will finish. It will 

be perfected or matured until He returns. 

How does a disciple of Jesus grow in his or 

her Christian life? What does it take to mature in 

the faith? What is God doing in the process? 

What is our role, and what does a well-balanced 

Christian life look like? How can I make the deci-

sions that God wants me to make? These are 

questions that many of us ask ourselves.  

Bible and Book studies can encourage us 

Sidewalk Sunday School 

Thank You 

Thank you to all of our Sunday School fami-
lies and the congregation for helping us to col-
lect items for 30 bags of gifts for the children 
and youth of Sidewalk Sunday School.  We 
were also able to purchase 20 gift cards for the 
youth because of the additional monetary dona-
tions! Your generosity was amazing. We greatly 
appreciate all that you contributed and so did 
the children and youth who received them. 

javascript:%7b%7d
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Baptism Anniversary  

Milestone 

We invite you or your loved one who was 
baptized in 2015 to celebrate the anniversary of 
their baptism on Sunday, January 10, at 10 AM 
in the NSUMC Sanctuary. 

Our baptismal anniversary milestone cele-
bration will include worship, a cross-
generational event and a baptismal key to re-
mind those who have been baptized in the past 
year.  We will celebrate with their families and 
the congregation the promises that everyone 
made at their baptism. 

Too often we think of our baptism as an 
event, rather than a way of living one’s life.  
Baptism is the beginning of a lifelong faith jour-
ney.  Each person who was baptized should 
have the confidence that they have a faith com-
munity that wants to support them and nurture 
them on their faith journey. 

Please RSVP to the Church Office (480-948
-0529) if you can attend this memorable Mile-
stone. 

Advent Thank You. 

Thank you to our amazing Education Commit-

tee: Carey Johnson, Teri Wight, Melissa Keop-

ke, Jessica Daniel, Barb Rodriquez, Janet 

Flournoy, Leah Bergstrom, Heather Mitchell, 

Bev Blew, and Toni Rhorer.  They did a won-

derful job helping us to prepare for the Advent 

season with the Advent Celebration on Novem-

ber 29.  Great food was from UMOM catering.  

We loved making a family advent wreath, frost-

ing and decorating the churches, and creating 

all the other “make and take” Christmas crafts.  

Of course the best part is always the friendly 

fellowship that goes with all of these activities. 

Handmade treasures at the Advent Festival 

Practicing "Away in a Manger" with Miss Kim, to get ready for the Christmas Eve early service.  



 

 

P a g e  1 4  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 6  

Thank You, Don Farnsworth 

Please join us in giving Don Farnsworth a 

huge thank you for serving as our webmaster and 

designer over the last 12 years. We start the new 

year with a newly redesigned website and a new 

staff webmaster, Ryan Harmsen.  

Our website introduces our church to people 

looking for a church. You will still be able to listen 

to sermons and get the latest issue of the North-

wind on the website, but you will also see more 

videos and other media telling the story of our 

church to potential guests and the public.  

We appreciate Don’s long service in birthing 

our web ministry and caring for it . We look for-

ward to how God will reach people through our 

continuing work. 

Weed & Garden Club 

A great big thank you to the large 

group who attended the December Weed 

& Garden Club meeting December 12. 

Led by Commander Wavalee, the team 

included Pastor Nancy, Boy Scouts Matt & 

Adam, Jo & Craig, Rookie of the year and 

new life time member Trish, Winston & 

Nancy, Emilie & Johnny, Dave, Chuck, 

Royce, John, Jane & John, Spartan Steve 

& Carey, Cathy & Tim and Korporal  

Kosan. 

This large group was treated to a won-

derful breakfast of biscuits and gravy, cin-

namon pancakes and scrambled eggs by 

quartermasters Susan and Doug. 

Thanks to the number of volunteers, 

quite a bit of work was done. 

Hoe Hoe Hoe! 
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Ethiopia Mission Trip Date 

Changed 

The date for the Ethiopia mission trip 

has changed to April 4, 2016.   

We will work with Hope for the Hopeless, 

a ministry that rescues abandoned and or-

phaned children. They give them a safe 

place, counselling, spiritual nurture and what 

they need to thrive. Participants on the mis-

sion will also meet with local Ethiopian pas-

tors and church leaders about their ministries 

to people with AIDS.  

A tour of the sacred cities of Ethiopia, 

Lalibela and Axum is included in the trip so 

participants can learn about Ethiopian histo-

ry, culture and religion. If you are interested 

in serving God’s children through this mission 

trip, please contact Pastor Nancy.  

Thank You, Leaders! 

As we begin the new calendar year we give 
thanks for our volunteers. A special thank you to 
all those who led and served on our committees 
last year. We especially want to thank those who 
completed their terms of service in 2015 and are 
moving on to other ministry areas. We welcome 
those who are taking up the mantle of leadership 
by joining a committee this year.  

We thank all our volunteers who work in so many 
different ways from worship and music volun-
teers to education volunteers to youth volunteers 
to office volunteers to missions and outreach vol-
unteers to Weed and Garden Club workers and 
volunteers who care for our facilities to UMW and 
men’s group volunteers and so many more. 

The offering of your time and talent allows us to 
serve in so many ways and to touch the heart, 
challenge the mind and extend our hands for Je-
sus Christ. Thank you!  We offer this year at 
NSUMC to “him who by the power at work within 
us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagine.” (Ephesians 
3:20).  

Pastor Nancy 
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