
 

 

NORTH SCOTTSDALE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Vol. 42  Issue 1   January 2020 

CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
JANUARY 2020 

 
Earlier this year, Church and Society surveyed the congregation to determine the topics and issues you were 
most interested in learning more about.  By far the topic of most interest was immigration.  Over the next sev-
eral months, Church and Society will be creating an opportunity to learn more about issues related to immi-
gration including written pieces, forums and opportunities to visit the border and refugee centers. 
 
This month, we’d like to highlight the experiences of 9 members of NSUMC (David Rennick, Chuck Brasile, 
Denise Brasile, Winston Vineyard, Karen Coatsworth, Nancy Lewis, Bill Pillow, Betsy McPhee and Tom 
McPhee) who spent three days visiting agencies and organizations along the Mexico/Arizona border. Betsy 
wrote this account.  It’s a bit long, but worth the read. 
 
God’s Super Heroes Don’t Wear Capes 
 

Recently myself and eight other members of the North Scottsdale United Methodist Church, including our 
pastor, toured the Arizona southern border to educate ourselves about immigration. I hoped to gain a clear 
picture of some of the legal and humanitarian issues faced by those on both sides of the border. The picture I 
got is less a photo than a jigsaw puzzle, with many of the pieces still missing. Border Patrol Agent Pete ad-
vised, “The more voices you can hear, the better picture you get.” Shelters, legal aid groups, community aid 
and awareness organizations, and governmental agencies each provided a different piece of the puzzle. The 
picture looked beautiful and ugly, inspiring and discouraging, kind and inhumane. Much needs fixing. The indi-
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viduals we met on our five day journey of discovery are fixers. In their own 
way, they are super heroes. 
 
The first day we met Dr. Greg Hess, a forensic pathologist and the County 
Coroner of Pima County. Dr. Hess and his team try to identify remains found 
in the desert so that families will know the fate of their loved ones. Stricter 
immigration enforcement in areas such as San Diego and El Paso has 
pushed people to cross in more remote areas, where terrain and climate are 
dangerous factors. The Tucson sector of the border has the most migrant 
deaths––7500 since 1998. 
 
We drove next to a church where attorney Ella Rawls and her assistants run 
a small legal office with Justice for Our Neighbors, or J-Fon. She explained 
some of the different legal pathways to legal status, permanent residency, 
naturalization and citizenship. They provide legal services to low income im-
migrants, with a focus on reuniting families. These women are legal immi-
grants or children of immigrants themselves, and serve their community with 
compassion. 
 
Rosia, a mother and grandmother from Bolivia, took time from her restaurant 
job to share her story with us through an interpreter from the Casa Mariposa 
Visitation Program. After approaching a federal officer to report a man who 
had misled her into human trafficking, Rosia was not helped, but instead held 
in detention for two years. In 1996 President Clinton signed an immigration 
bill — the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act. De-
portations increased, mandatory detentions increased, and immigration judg-
es lost the ability to judge individual cases on their merits. People like Rosia 
languished in detention facilities awaiting a hearing. The Casa Mariposa Vis-
itation Program gave her hope, and throughout her harrowing ordeal, she 
never lost her faith in God. 
 
Gretchen serves at La Posada––The Inn––in the basement of the Methodist 
church abutting the University of Arizona campus. This shelter serves fami-
lies with children who have no prior criminal convictions, a U.S. sponsor, and 
are seeking asylum. A sponsor, usually a family member, provides transpor-
tation and agrees to house and care for these asylum-seeking families and 
take them to their court date. Migrants used to be mainly single men, but now 
about one third are families, mainly from Guatemala and Honduras. Our 
team made 70 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to be given to families on 
the bus ride to join their sponsors, who could be located anywhere in the 
country. They are also given blankets, clean clothing, and children receive a 
little travel bag with toys or crayons for the long journey. A family gathered 
around a television in the playroom watching a cartoon in Spanish. A little girl 
with a sparkly hairband grinned at me with the gap-toothed smile of a six or 
seven year old. Children’s pictures filled a bulletin board. “Jesus te ama,” 
read one in crayon. Even without knowing much Spanish I could understand–
–”Jesus loves you.” 
 
On our last stop of this busy day we met Diego at Casa Alitas. A big cheerful 
man, Diego exudes the energy of 25 people. A teacher who just completed 
his master’s degree in social work, he directs this shelter for families housed 
in a former juvenile detention center. Through the help of over a thousand 
volunteers, including 175 doctors and visiting nurses, this facility has been 
transformed into a welcoming safe haven. Families are brought by Border 
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Patrol or ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement), given refreshments, a medical exam, and a room of 
their own in the former cells. Bright paint, colorful flags, and stunning student-created mosaics bring cheer 
and comfort to frightened, weary travelers. Families are connected with their U.S. sponsor, they may take a 
shower and eat, and can fill a bag or a backpack from the “shop.” Children are vaccinated so that they can 
start school in their new community with their sponsor. Families stay at these shelters only a brief time, but 
they are treated with respect and dignity. 
  
The next morning before sun-up part of our group drove to meet up with Joel from Humane Borders. A wiry 
soft-spoken former Marine with long white hair and a missing front tooth, Joel seems an unlikely hero. 
“Nobody dies in my desert,” Joel asserts. He drives one of two water trucks to remote locations to fill blue 55 
gallon water drums, each marked by a 30 foot blue flag, and a picture of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Jackrabbits 
and roadrunners scattered as we bounced along a rutted road to establish a new site near a wash where mi-
grants were known to travel. Joel stopped to unlock the gate at a county area. He enters county and federal 
property with permission, and is in fact funded partially by the county for his humanitarian work. After setting 
up this new water station and planting the blue flag, we checked on three more sites, including one on an 
abandoned ranch which is now a federal wildlife preserve. A solar powered pump fills the 5000 gallon tank. 
This site is one of three maintained by the federal government. Stopped by Border Patrol on our way back to 
Tucson, we were asked our citizenship and where we had been. “Did you get the tanks topped off?” the 
agent asked Joel. He nodded. “God bless!” the agent smiled as he waived us through. 
 
The other half of our group went with the Samaritans to the border patrol station at Sasabe. On the way, they 
stopped at various spots in the desert where there was evidence of migrant movement—foot trails, discarded 
clothing, and stretched or cut barbed wire fencing. Though they never saw any migrants, the tour guide said 
she had spotted them on previous trips. They spent a few minutes at the Sasabe border station and walked 
right up to the gate—looking across the border where they were told one of the buildings was used as a type 
of retail store for the drug cartels to sell camouflage clothing, carpet shoes, and water bottles to the migrants 
they were “helping” cross the border. In reality, it was just a source of income for the cartels. They didn’t 
much care what happened to the migrants once they crossed into the United States. 
 
From there, the group drove east along the border, driving by the 10-foot high steel bollards topped with ser-
pentine barbed wire that had been built years before. They got out and walked to the end of the bollard wall, 
which eventually turned into a low-level blockade of crisscrossed train rails that ran for another 100 yards or 
so.  It was explained that the rough terrain at that point became the best defense, and walls were no longer 
needed. All during the trip, they encountered many Border Patrol agents driving back and forth or parked at 
specific higher locations for better recon. 
 
Returning from Sasabe, they encountered several crosses placed where migrants had died in their attempt to 
cross the desert. Sadly, one in particular was for a young girl. The cross had been covered with many sym-
bols and mementos by other migrants and even locals. 
 
Our group reunited, tired and a bit dusty. But there was more to see and hear.  
 
That afternoon Lizzie, a Flinn Scholar and recent graduate of the University of Arizona, explained some of the 
confusing legal process facing immigrants. Whereas immigrants with children may be sent to a shelter, asy-
lum seekers entering Arizona without children may be held in detention indefinitely in one of two privately-run 
former medium security prisons. Pro-bono lawyers as well as the 30 to 40 full time lawyers with the Florence 
Immigration and Refugee Rights Program visit the detention centers to counsel these individuals on their op-
tions, and may represent them at their court hearing. The website of the group asserts, “detained immigrants 
facing deportation in the US do not have the right to a public defender. Without representation many will lose 
their case and get sent back to the conditions they are fleeing. To some, this is a death sentence.” 
The following day we drove to Nogales on the US side, parked and crossed the border on foot with our 
guides Alex and Rosio, a married couple with Border Community Alliance. On the Mexican side of this split 
city we boarded a minibus with a driver and a local guide, Alma. Our first stop was a storefront Methodist 
church, the only one in this burgeoning city of 500,000 where we were greeted by the pastor and his wife. 
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Next we toured the San Juan Bosco Community Center. Children lobbed tennis balls over the net in the new-
ly constructed gymnasium before attending the afternoon shift at the public school. Morning pupils would ar-
rive in the afternoon for games, tutoring and activities. Adults from this impoverished neighborhood could take 
classes at an adjacent building in hairdressing, sewing, or silk-screening. With the extra income from these 
skills, locals could work from their homes. 
 

Our last stop before lunch was a visit to a small factory making wheelchairs, prostheses and hearing aids, 
medical equipment not provided by the country’s public health programs. Director Kiko demonstrated features 
on a wheelchair that enabled a person to navigate rough roads, fitted with bicycle tires that would be available 
in a remote village should a replacement be needed. In the workshop area two former patients worked mold-
ing plastic for a prosthetic limb. 
 

At Hass Burritos we relaxed and sipped cokes at a long table while watching a woman make huge tortillas 
over a gas griddle, cooking each for 7-8 seconds per side while stretching out the next one. 
Touring the city afterwards we viewed a huge complex of small homes on a hillside for factory workers, or 
maquiladoras.  With no more than 30% of their wages taken out, a worker’s family could buy one of these 800 
square foot homes for $21,000. The housing complex for factory administrators and other wealthier residents 
was nearby, and on a much grander scale. Nogales, Arizona and its sister city, Nogales, Sonora are on a rail 
line as well as the I-15 corridor, and are home to a large number of cooperative manufacturing companies, 
including Masterlock and Amphenol Optimize which assembles US military equipment. 
 

A drive up a steep hill near the town center took us to Hilda’s door. Our guide Alma referred to Hilda as “our 
Mother Teresa.” Hilda has a day job, but each night for 25 years she has opened her home as a shelter for 
anyone needing a place to sleep. Bunkbeds filled three rooms, and on cold nights even the chapel was uti-
lized, with people sleeping on the floor, watched over by a statue of Baby Jesus, a crucified Jesus, and a pic-
ture of San Juan Bosco. Alma showed us a photo of a child born at the shelter. “Does this remind you of an-
other baby born a long time ago? In a different sort of shelter?” We nodded silently, thinking of that child’s 
impact on the world and on our lives. 
 

Alma has assisted various small charities in town such as this one in becoming nonprofit organizations. She 
stressed that monetary support of these is not a donation so much as social investment. Alma told the funny 
story of a wealthy donor who thought that the shelter needed a washing machine. A month after it was deliv-
ered Alma saw that the washer remained in its box in a corner. “What’s going on?” she asked Hilda. “We 
have running water only part of the time and the people here have no other clothes to change into,” replied 
Hilda. “We don’t want them running around naked!” 
 

After packing up on our final day of the trip we headed to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base to meet with Border 
Patrol agent Pete. He explained that Border Patrol wears two hats––one is law enforcement at the border, the 
other is humanitarian rescue in the desert. A good day, according to him, is when they arrest a criminal or 
save someone. Border patrol agents view the true criminals as the coyotes (people who smuggle immigrants 
across the border illegally), not the migrants escaping violence, poverty, or hunger. Drug cartels control the 
Mexican side of the border and demand exorbitant amounts of money to guide desperate people, and may 
tell them that Tucson is a three hour walk, not a three day walk across an inhospitable landscape. Tall blue 
rescue beacons are placed in this desert by Border Patrol, with instructions to push a button and call for help. 
An example of one of these rescue beacons stands outside Border Patrol headquarters. 
 

We stopped for lunch and a debriefing with Scott Morris from JFON who helped organize this fact-finding trip. 
How could one sum up this experience in a few sentences? Conflicting thoughts, beliefs, and emotions 
churned through my mind and heart: anger, outrage, compassion, injustice, love. But in the wise words of Mr. 
Rogers, “...I am always comforted by realizing that there are still so many helpers––so many caring people in 
this world.” 
 

The array of people we met are part of a patchwork of organizations and individuals working to treat all per-
sons with dignity and compassion. They are truly God’s super heroes. 
 

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS TRIP?  JOIN US FOR A FORUM AFTER CHURCH ON 
JANUARY 26. 
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Come Join Us!  
 

 

• Children’s choirs, (Cherub Choir and Kids of Grace) 

rehearse during 10:00am Sunday School. 

• The adult Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:00–8:30pm.  We extend a special  
invitation to any of our winter visitors to join us 
in the choir while you are here!—Child care is 
provided.   

 

If you are not a singer, perhaps playing in the Handbell 
choir is a good opportunity for you?  
• Our adult Handbell choir rehearses on Thursday  
       evenings at 7:00pm 
   
 

May you have a day filled with God’s blessings! 

 
 
     THE CHOIR IS ALWAYS OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS,  
ESPECIALLY OUR WINTER VISITORS WHILE YOU ARE 
HERE.  PRACTICE IS ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS FROM 
7:00-8:30PM IN THE CHOIR ROOM.   Please join us!  
 
 

For additional information on any of our music groups, 
please contact one of the leaders listed: 

 

 Darin Read, Director of Music and Chancel Choir  
      – darin@nsumc.com 

   Donna Marie Hartley, Organist and Handbell Choir 
       Director – donna.marie@tutanota.com  

Kim Montana, Director of Children’s Choirs 
    – kmontana1000@gmail.com 

2 Kelsey Kosan 
3 Bob Harden 
4 Jill Causey 
4 Ethan Marinas 
4 Mary Ann Wilsman 
5 David Cogan 
5 Zach Phelps 
6 Lawrence Marinas 
6 Patt Nightingale 
6 Wesley Sandblom 
6 Bryan Wright 
7 Amelia Wicker 
8 Colleen Harrison 
9 Chris Pytlarz 
10 Laura Barber 
10 Nancy Gerberding 
10 Zoey Utecht 
 

12 Mike Hair  
12 Derek Langham 
12 Norma Wilcox 
13 Patty Hastings 
14 Althea Amato 
14 Sandy Church 
14 Charlie George 
14 John George 
14 Bill Wilsman 
15 Steve Barber 
15 Ethan Brownfield 
15 Steve Hansen 
16 Patti Geninatti 
17 Davis Anderson 
17 Paul Anderson 
18 Larry Hoecker 
18 Vickie Johnson 
18 Robin Miller 

18 Donna Ulrich 
18 Nicholas Williams 
19 Mark Geninatti 
19 Tom Grandy 
21 Hannah Mitchell 
21 Tim Sherry 
22 Noah Brasile 
22 David Douglas 
23 Julie Fratantoni 
23 Cindy Miaso 
23 Ed Schmelzel 
23 Jordan Stanton 
25 Dillon Weaver 
27 Marilyn Gay 
30 Travis Gidner 
31 Russell Larsen 
31 Luke Sandblom 

mailto:darin@nsumc.com
mailto:donna.marie@tutanota.com
mailto:kmontana1000@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir 
 Darin Read 
Organist/Handbell Choir  
 Donna Marie Hartley 
Children’s & Youth Choirs  
 Kim Montana 

Acolyte Coordinators  
   Barbara & Jose Rodriguez 

barbrod13@gmail.com  

Ushers/Greeters/Liturgists 
          

We are always in need of Greeters,  
Ushers and Litugists.  Please contact 
the office and volunteer for this ministry! 

          

GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, ACOLYTES, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

January 5 :    (*Indicates Lead Usher) 
8:30 Greeters: Betty Hosmer 
  Ushers: *Rob Grosse, Jane Pearson 
   Jane Legacy 
 Liturgist:   Kent Sanderson  

10:00   Greeters:    Brenda Hitesman, Carol B. Smith 
     Jim & Ethel Tinstman  
 Ushers:   *Lee & Jacki Anderson 
     Fred & Polly Ann Smith 
     Annie Gildner, Cindy Miaso 
 Liturgist:    Dick Bredemann 
 Acolytes:  Hudson Read, Trevor Read 
 

Fellowship Hour Host:  Membership Committee 
Communion Serving:   Worship Committee 
   
January 12 :    (*Indicates Lead Usher) 
8:30 Greeters: Alice Tollefson, Ann Sells 
  Ushers: *Barb Cogan, Joanne Battershall 
 Liturgist:   Perry Sells   

10:00   Greeters:    Al & Bettie Crawford, Charlene Prince 
 Ushers:    **Dick Bredemann, Cherri Escobar 
     Wavalee McArtor, Sherry Clark
     Emilie Duncan, Larry Kennedy 
 Liturgist:    Winston Vineyard 
 Acolytes: Amanda Rodriguez, Tatum Gale 

Fellowship Hour Host:  Missions Committee 

January 19:    (*Indicates Lead Usher) 
8:30 Greeters: Evelyn Nightingale 
  Ushers: *Don New, Michael Gannon 
 Liturgist:   Jennifer Caplan 

10:00   Greeters:    Joe & Julie Tissaw 
     Del, Michelle & Zoey Johnston 
 Ushers:   *Kevin Kosan, Mike Kolb 
     Gary Grinde, Lois Sperl 
     Donna Mariner, Rick Sayles 
 Liturgist:    Dick Carpenter 
 Acolytes:  Ella Kearns, Trevor Read 

Fellowship Hour Host:    SPRC  
 
January 26 :    (*Indicates Lead Usher) 
8:30 Greeters: Ron & Marilyn Bailey 
  Ushers: *Jim Raymond, Evelyn Nightingale 
 Liturgist:   Michael Gannon  

10:00   Greeters:    Mary Ann & Dick Gayle 
     Karen Coatsworth, Dorothy Olson 
 Ushers:   *Gary Vieth, Andrew Song 
     Doug & Susan Smith 
     Patty Hastings, Ogbonna Abarikwu 
 Liturgist:    Anne Nicol 
 Acolytes:  Juliette Klobucar, Brianna Rodriguez 

Fellowship Hour Host:  Board of Trustees 
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Board Crew:  
  
   David McBride, Elizabeth Williams, Kent Sanderson,  
   Tim Stumpp, Michael Caplan, Ted Hance, Mike Kolb 
 

Soundboard help needed 

If you would like to volunteer at the soundboard, we 
need you!  No previous special training or experience is 
required.  We will help you learn!  Help would be espe-
cially appreciated on the media presenting side, which 
involves running the PowerPoint presentation each 
week, following the order of worship.  If you would like 
to serve our church this way, please contact the church 
office or email Kent Sanderson,  
Kent.Sanderson@CVSHealth.com. 

mailto:barbrod13@gmail.com
mailto:Kent.Sanderson@CVSHealth.com
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26   
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
8:00a-Blood Drive 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-NO Sunday School 
            Winter Break 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-Church & Society 

Presentation 
11:00a-xCrews Youth Group 

27  
10:00a-Breaktime with 
            the Pastor 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109 
7:00p-Musical Practice 

28  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:00p-Carolyn Eynon 
6:00p-Worship Comm. 
7:00p-AA 

29 
10:00a-Wednesday  
Morning Bible Study 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

30 
7:00p-Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 
7:00p-Musical Practice 

31 Office Closed 
6:15a-Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast  
9:00a-Card Ministry @ 
     Janet Flournoy’s 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
  
 

  1 

5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 

2 
9:00a-Piecemakers 
10:00a-Cards for  
            Outreach 
2:00P-Church & Society 
7:00p-Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

3 Office Closed 
6:15a-Men’s Bible  
     Study Breakfast 
 

4 
11:00a-
CoDA 

5   
EPIPHANY 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School- 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-xCrews Youth Group 
        
 
 

6 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109 
7:00p-Musical Practice         
 

7 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:00p-Carolyn Eynon 
7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109 
            Committee Mtg. 
7:00p-AA 
 

 

8 
10:00a-Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study 
4:00p-UMW Serve  
    Dinner at Halle Ctr. 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

9 
12:30-New Day Circle 
7:00p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 
7:00p-Musical Practice 
 
 
 
 

10 Office Closed 

6:15a-Men’s Bible  
     Study Breakfast 
 

 

 
 

11 
 

12 BAPTISM ANNIVER- 
              SARY SUNDAY 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-NEW MEMBER  
             ORIENTATION 
11:00a-xCrews Youth Group 
11:00a-Working Moms’ Circle 
              & Lunch 
11:15a-Confirmation Parent 
            Mtg. 
1:00p-Needle Arts 
 

13 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
 7:00p-Boy Scout Tr.109 
5:30p-UMW Dinner Out @ 

Charlestons 
7:00p-Musical Practice 
  
 

 
 
 

14   

10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:00p-Carolyn Eynon 
6:30p-Family Ministries 
6:30p-Finance Comm. 
6:30p-Missions Comm. 
7:00p-AA 
7:30p-Church Council 
 
 

15  

9:30a-Girl Scout Leader 
Morning Mtg. 
10:00a-Wednesday  
Morning Bible Study 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics. 
6:00p-SPRC 
6:30p-Girl Scout Leader 
Evening Mtg. 
7:00p-Adult Children 
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

16 

9:00a-Piecemakers 
12:30-BROWN BAG  
          BOOKIES  
6:45p-Beta Sigma Phi 
7:00p-Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 
7:00p-Musical Practice 

17 Office Closed 

6:15a-Men’s Bible  
     Study Breakfast 
 

18 
 

19 8:30 &10:00a-Worship 

 10:20a-Sunday School 
            -(age 2-12th grade) 
11:00a-Working Mom’s 

Group 
11:00a-xCrews Youth Group 
1:00p-Needle Arts 

20 OFFICE CLOSED 
         —MLK DAY 
NORTHWIND ARTICLE 

DEADLINE 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-Musical Practice 

 

21  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
4:00p-Missions serves 
Dinner at Halle Center 
6:00p-Carolyn Eynon 
7:00p-AA 
 
 

22  
10:00a-Wednesday  
Morning Bible Study 
5:30p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Adult Children  
          of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

23  
STANDDOWN  
7:00p-Adult Children  
           of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 
7:00p-Musical Practice 

24  Office Closed 
6:15a-Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast  
 

25 
10:00a- 
UMW  
English Tea 

*DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY’S 
NORTHWIND ARTICLES 

IS JANUARY 20TH 



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

terry@nsumc.com 
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CREATIVE CHRISTIANS  
CHRISTMAS SING ALONG  
 
Thank you to our amazing Creative Christians afterschool 
program for the wonderful Sing Along and lunch!  The 
skits and songs were so much fun!  Kudos to Janet 
Flournoy and Susan Smith for leading this ministry! You 
can check out the videos of their performances on our 
website: http://www.nsumckids.info/caroling-with-creative-
christians-after-school-program.html 

Advent Thank YOU! 
 Thank you to our amazing Education committee: 

Bev Blew, Katie Wasson, Barbara Rodriguez, Carey John-

son, Olivia Johnson, Jessica Daniel, and Leah Bergstrom 

(and honorary members Teri, Abby and Adam Wight and 

Nana Johnson).  They did a wonderful job helping us to 

prepare for the Advent season with the Advent Celebration 

held on Dec. 1st.  The congregation loved making a family 

advent wreath and creating all the other “make and take” 

Christmas crafts.  Of course, the best part is always the 

friendly fellowship that goes with all of these activities. 

 

 

mailto:terry@nsumc.com
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Angel Tree 2019 Thank YOU! 

Thank you to our amazing congregation for being a bless-

ing to over 200 people.  Because of your generosity they 

had a more joyful Christmas!  Thank you also to our youth 

for loading all the gifts onto the truck.  Thank you to Mike 

Hair for leading this ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism Anniversary Milestone 

We will celebrate the anniversary of our baptism on Sun-

day, January 12th at the 8:30 & 10:00 worship services. 

Our baptismal anniversary milestone celebration includes 

worship, a cross-generational event and a baptismal key 

to remind individuals who have been baptized in the past 

year.  We celebrate with families and the congregation the 

promises that everyone made at their baptism. 
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Too often we think of our baptism as an event, rather 

than a way of living one’s life.  Baptism is the beginning 

of a lifelong faith journey.  Each person who was baptized 

should have the confidence that they have a faith com-

munity that wants to support them and nurture them on 

their faith journey.  GOD’S BLESSINGS TO ALL! 

Future Milestone dates include: 

 -Learning about Communion for grades 1st-2nd 
                            -2/16/20 
 -Learning the Lord’s Prayer, for PreK & Kindergar-
ten 
                            -3/22/20 
 -Spiritual Gifts  for High School students       -
4/26/20 
 -2nd grade Bible Presentation                       -5/24/20  
  
You are invited to join us in supporting this wonderful 
ministry that allows us to celebrate God moments 
within the faith jour-
neys of our children and youth.   
 
 
 

Winter Science Experiment Experience 
Our Sunday School children were able to participate in 
special event that introduced them to an interactive 
presentation about electricity.  – This spellbinding STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and math) special 
event  introduced chil-
dren to the anatomy of 
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Coming Up: 

“Breaktime with  

Pastor David” 
  

“Breaktime with Pastor David” will meet on 
January 27th and continue every 4th Monday 
at 10am through April. Meet at Coffee Planta-
tion 7366 E. Shea Blvd., Scottsdale.  Just stop 
in and enjoy coffee and conversation. 
  

A SIMPLE ACT OF KINDNESS 

CREATES AN ENDLESS RIPPLE 

THANK YOU TO THE TODD WIGHT FAMILY! 

So what did you do 
on your "winter 
break?" 

This AMAZING FAM-
ILY brightened the 
youth hallway at 
NSUMC! 

Todd, Teri, Abby and 
Adam Wight prepped, 
caulked, patched, 
primed, removed, 
remounted and paint-

ed the walls and ceiling. A facelift that had been 
needed for two dec-
ades!  
 
A special thank you to 
their daughter Abby 
for leading the way! 

What AMAZING families 
we have at NSUMC! 

WORKING MOMS’  

CIRCLE  
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

2nd Sunday   

of the Month 

11:15-1:00pm 
 

 January 12th was the inaugural meeting of 

the Working Moms’ Circle, led by Barb Rodriguez 

with help from Richelle Hopkins.  They will be 

discussing the book Living Above Worry and 

Stress, a part of the Women of Faith Series.  The 

cost of copies of the book will be $5. The group 

meets after 2nd service from 11:15 until 1:00p 

on the 2nd Sunday of each month.  Lunch was 

provided this month.  Please RSVP to Barbara 

Rodriguez via text, phone, email:  Bar-

bRod13@gmail.com; cell #: 480-823-8004.  Chil-

dren are welcome. Please include names & ages 

of children with your RSVP so that we are pre-

pared and staffed appropriately. 

CPR,  
Basic First Aid  

and AED Training 
 

Saturday, February 8 from 
9-11pm 

 

Fee $20 cash  
(no checks or credit cards) 

NSUMC-Fellowship Hall 
 
Please sign up in the Narthex or 
RSVP to Barbara Rodriguez:  

BarbRod13@gmail.com 
 

Sponsored by:  

NSUMC Worship Committee and  
United Mesa Fire Fighters 

mailto:BarbRod13@gmail.com
mailto:BarbRod13@gmail.com
mailto:BarbRod13@gmail.com
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Care Team on the Go! 

In December,  83 persons were touched in a special way by NSUMC’s 
Care Team.  69 persons were visited in hospitals, or in care facilities 
or in their homes. These persons were given a cozy gift or books and 
cards. 14 received special Christmas mailings.  Persons on our Care 
Team list were those who experienced a difficult year in some way or 
for particular reasons just needed to be remembered by their church 

family. New this year was the inclusion of handmade cards made by Janet Flournoy and 
the Creative Christians. The generosity of our congregation is so appreciated in allowing 
this wonderful project to happen. Thank you Care Team for caring so deeply and for giv-
ing of your time to those who just needed an extra touch of love this Christmas! 

   BLOOD DRIVE RE-SCHEDULED 

 

The Blood Drive scheduled for 

this Sunday here at NSUMC has 

been rescheduled to Sunday, 

January 26th (2 weekends from 

now).  

Vitalant (formerly United Blood 

Services) will have their Blood 

Mobile here in the NSUMC 

church parking lot from 8:00-

12:00p that morning.  Vitalant (Vye-TAL-ent) is the 

nation's second largest community blood service 

provider, supplying comprehensive transfusion 

medicine services for nearly 1,000 hospitals and 

health care partners for patients in need across 40 

states.  

Donna Phelps will be in Fellowship Hall this Sunday 

following services to sign you up ahead of 

time.  You can also contact her directly 

at phelpsie1111@gmail.com to make a reserva-

tion.  Our NSUMC donors are many and so appreci-

ated, so we hope you will be available to donate 

once again on the 26th. 

Thank you for this most generous of gifts! 

 
Have you ever  

wanted to  
read the Bible in a 

year? 
 

          You can begin today by picking up a reading 

schedule at the welcome center in the Narthex 

or by going online to Biblegateway.com for Bible 

reading and listening tips. Register with Donna 

Marie Hartley (our church organist) at don-

na.marie@tutanota.com for support and to learn 

about a celebrative lunch or dinner. 

CHRISTIANS 

Creative Christians is collecting Christmas 

cards for making 2020 holiday gifts and 

crafts.  We accept used and new Christmas 

cards. 

Have you lost an earring?  Donate your cos-

tume jewelry  to Creative Christians.  We use 

them as charms and in art projects. 

We are also collecting used towels and 

washcloths for the Humane Society.   

You can bring your items to church on Sun-

days and leave them with Janet Flournoy in 

Room #4. 

Thank you to all for the support during 

2019. Looking forward to 2020! 

Janet Flournoy 

mailto:phelpsie1111@gmail.com
http://Biblegateway.com
mailto:donna.marie@tutanota.com
mailto:donna.marie@tutanota.com
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HALLE WOMEN’S CENTER  (operated by UMOM) 

 We continue to serve meals twice a month for the wom-
en who are living at the Halle Women’s Center.  Note the 
word “living.”  It is so exciting that these homeless women 
have a place to stay while they get their lives back in order, 
find a job and move to permanent housing!  Our support 
continues to be important as they work through all the chal-
lenges they face.  If you would like to make a cash dona-
tion, please put it in an envelope, mark it for this project, 
and drop it in the collection plate, mail it or drop it off in the 
church office.  If you are interested in volunteering to help 
serve dinner, contact Marilyn Gray at kumama@cox.net or 
Rich Jensen at richardwjensen@yahoo.com.  Remember, 
the homeless don’t go on vacation or leave the area for the 
summer, so keep the help coming and thanks so much! 
 

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES   

 We are collecting books and magazines for the VA and 
prison libraries.  Please continue to bring donations to the 
Mission Table in Fellowship Hall. 
 
  

A place where our people are making a difference!  
 Many thanks to the people who faithfully donate books 
and magazines to the Maricopa County jails through the 
church. Our gifts do not go unappreciated or unused. The 
church received a letter from the Library Manager for Mari-
copa County’s jails thanking us for what we have given 
them.  We have helped the inmates and help the library by 
allowing funds that would otherwise go towards acquisition 
of materials, to improve services instead. Thanks to your 
donations there is no cost to our Church to provide this ser-
vice.  Church volunteers do the work and deliver these 
items. 

DONATE EYE GLASSES  

 How many pairs of eye glasses do you have stuck in 
the back of a drawer?  Pull them out and bring them to the 
Mission Table.  They will be donated to the Lions Vision 
Program in honor of David Walter. 
 

VETERANS INITIATIVES    

 We have partnered with Veterans Court to provide Bus 
Pass cards and other support to provide clothes and shoes 
for interviews.  We also support the Operation StandDown 
effort for Veterans each year. 

MORE MISSION NEWS 

We will begin making a $200 per month donation for one 
year to the Justa Center to support their mission with home-
less elderly members of the Phoenix community.  We will 
support the Center for one year, and then consider what to 
do after that, i.e., to continue the support, change it, stop it, 
etc. 

We are also supporting the ElderTLC project, which oper-
ates here in north Scottsdale and provides gifts for low-
income residents in senior care facilities in the Phoenix and 
outlying areas. ElderTLC believes that a gift such as a blan-
ket, clothing, personal care items, or a baby doll (for 
memory care) reminds seniors that their community cares. 
They are expecting to distribute over 3500 gifts and NEED 
OUR HELP. 
 

Unable to volunteer, but are interested in what they do? 
Visit them at www.eldertlc.org or email Cathleen Hartman   
at  eldertlcinc@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Monthly Prayer for Churches 

We are encouraged to pray monthly for the churches 
and pastors of the East District of the Desert South-
west Conference.   
 

     For January: 

Phoenix Native American Fellowship 

Orontes Project—Scottsdale 

North Scottsdale UMC—Scottsdale 

Grace United Methodist—Mesa 

SAVE YOUR  
COUPONS…. 

 
     The Missions Committee has agreed 
to support a non-profit called Coupons 
for Heroes which sends MANUFACTUR-

ER coupons to US military bases overseas in order to help 
reduce grocery costs for military families.  Coupons can be 
clipped or left on flyers or printed off of manufacturer web-
sites.  They can also be expired up to four 
months.   Volunteers will clip, process, and mail them over-
seas. 
     A plastic container will be placed on or near the Missions 
table in Fellowship Hall for you to deposit clipped MANU-
FACTURER coupons or flyers.  Please NO STORE cou-
pons.  Ask at the Missions table if you have questions. 

mailto:kumama@cox.net
mailto:richardwjensen@yahoo.com
http://www.eldertlc.org
mailto:eldertlcinc@gmail.com
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            Missions NSUMW supports: Suitcase Initiative, NSUMC Second Grade Bibles, National Alliance for Mental Illness 
(NAMI), Creative Christians, Women Veterans Stand Down, Golden Gate Community Center, Knitted/Crocheted Prayer 
Shawls, Operation Christmas Child, Card Ministry, World Thank Offering, Vacation Bible School, Angel Tree, Halle Shelter, 
Wesley Community Center and Card Outreach. 

     United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the glob-
al ministries of the church. 
     Membership is open to any woman with the desire to belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in the global mission of 
the church through United Methodist Women.   
     For information on joining the North Scottsdale UMW, contact Cindy Bryant, 602-900-5512 or email cindybryant@cox.net.  

Thursday, January 2nd @ 10:00am  
 (1st Thursday of each month)   
 Card Outreach Ministry  
 Contact Cindy Bryant @ 602-900-5512 for information 
Wednesday, January 8th at 4:00pm 
 (2nd Wednesday of each month)  
     Halle Women’s Center—Volunteers serve dinner 
 Contact Cheryl Vieth @ 602-867-7079 if you would 
   like to volunteer 
Thursday, January 9th at 12:30am  
(2nd Thursday of each month) 
 New Day Circle  
 Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436 for information 
Thursday, January 12th at 11:15am 
(2nd Sunday of each month) 
 Working Moms’ Circle  
 Contact Barb Rodriguez at 480-823-8004 for information 
Monday, January 13th at 5:30pm  
 (2nd Monday of each month) 
       Dinner Out at Charleston’s (Scottsdale Rd. &  FLW) 
 Contact Cindy Bryant at 602-900-5512 for information 
 
 

Thursday, January 16th at 12:30pm 
(3rd Thursday of each month) 
 Brown Bag Bookies  
 Contact Joyce Nolan @ 602-690-8383  
Sunday, January 19th @ 1:00pm 
(3rd Sunday of each month) 
 Needle Arts at 1:00  
 Contact Cherri Escobar at 480-860-2746  
Thursday, January 23rd 
 Veterans’ StandDown 
 Contact Cindy Bryant at 602-900-5512 or John Helbert 
  at 602-359-3567 for information 
Saturday, January 25th 
 UMW English Tea at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall 
 RSVP to Cindy Bryant at 602-900-5512 or email 
 cindybryant@cox.net for reservations by January 23rd 
Friday, January 31st  
(3rd Friday THIS MONTH ONLY) 
 Card Ministry at 9:00  
 At Janet Flournoy’s: 480-650-6436 

 

Easy ways to support North Scottsdale United Methodist Women that don’t cost you extra money: 
 

• The Fry’s Community Rewards Program at www.FrysCommunityRewards.com —Group number AY394 
• Mission Basket:  Donate travel size toiletries and other small personal care items for the Wesley Community 

Center.   
• Volunteer to help serve dinner to the women at the Halle Center once a month on the 2nd Wednesday. The 

next dinner will be on January 8th.   

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship 
JANUARY 2020 UMW Events 

http://www.FrysCommunityRewards.com

