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Contagious Generosity Goes Viral 
By Pas to r  Nancy  Cushman 

 

Thank you to all those who donated blood on the first Sunday of Advent. This was our project in 
response to the Ice Bucket Challenge from Via de Cristo UMC. Your contagious generosity was ap-
parent. So many people tried to donate that we ran out of time and couldn’t accommodate every-
one!!! Our goal was to have 15 units of blood. Up to 57 people will receive this life-giving gift. The 
Blood Mobile was thrilled and hopes to set up another drive sometime next year and they promised 
to double the staff they bring. Such a beautiful way to celebrate Jesus -- giving life to another. 

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church accepted our challenge to do something good for the communi-
ty. Here are excerpts of an email from their pastor, Rev. Dr. Bruce Johnson: 

“You will be happy to learn that the ‘Do Good’ challenge from your congregation arrived at the 
just right moment and has led to good things. … Our church was part of a faith leaders gathering in 
the southern end of our city. There, we learned that 400 Thanksgiving food boxes were all ready to 
be distributed to those in need in Scottsdale through Vista del Camino and the Paiute Neighborhood 
Center. The only problem was that each Thanksgiving box was missing a vital ingredient: turkey. … 
As you can imagine, the city’s social workers were a bit nervous about being able to receive 400 do-
nated turkeys in time to get them out to all these families. Fortunately, you have already prompted 
us to look for good deeds worth doing. We immediately committed to providing $1,000 worth of tur-
keys and challenged two other congregations to do the same. Mountain View Presbyterian Church 
was soon on board with approximately $1,000 worth of donated food box goods, and an anonymous 
donor gave another $600. So, in a sense, your challenge saved Thanksgiving for many Scottsdale 
families.” 

So that’s the story as we know it thus far. Who knows what other good things you may have 
started. As the scriptures say, “let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24). Thank you for taking those words to heart.” We are thrilled to see 
Contagious Generosity in action and are so thankful for our Presbyterian brothers and sisters in 
faith. 

Thank you to the Boy Scouts and leaders of 
Troop 109 who have worked with the Weed and 
Garden Club this year to keep our campus beau-
tiful. Twenty scouts and 5 of their parents 
worked on Saturday morning in December to 
weed, cut branches, and pick up our campus so 
we were ready for Christmas. Thank you for 
helping us be good stewards of our church.  
            

(Continued on page 2) 
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                Coming in January … Taming the Tongue 

 
The New Year is a good time to intentionally 
improve our lives. Practicing our faith leads 
and guides us as we seek abundant life. In 
January, we will offer a sermon series called 
Taming the Tongue. The letter of James says, 
“How great a forest is set ablaze by a small 
fire! And the tongue is a fire.” (James 3:5-6) 
Our words can bring joy and healing, they can 
build people up or they can act as a fist, tear-

ing down and damaging another.  

January is a time when many of us make resolutions for the new 
year. We’d like to propose a church-wide new year’s resolution – that 
we work to tame our tongues, developing a habit of speaking the truth 
in love and breaking unhealthy habits of complaining, criticizing and 
gossiping. Researchers say it takes 21 days to form a new habit. Start-
ing on January 11, we’d like to work on taming the tongue together.  

 We will have bracelets available to serve as a tool to help us 
change our habits. Here is the general idea. Begin to wear the bracelet 
(or you can use your watch, if you prefer). When you catch yourself 
complaining, gossiping, or criticizing move the bracelet to the other arm 
and begin again.  

As we are working on this, we’ll be looking at the Scripture’s teach-
ing on taming the tongue and speaking the truth in love. Breaking the 
habit of complaining, gossiping, and criticizing will not only help us be 
happier, but it will help us live according to the Bible’s wisdom. Get your 
bracelet on January 11. 

 

 

NSUMC Chancel Choir and Orchestra presented our annual Christmas Cantata, 
“Canticle of Joy” by Joseph Martin on Sunday, December, 14.  
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WHAT HUGS CAN DO 
It's wondrous what a hug can do;  
      a hug can cheer you when you're blue. 
A hug can say, “I love you so," 
      or "Gee, I hate to see you go," 
      and “Great to see you!   Where've you been?" 
A hug can soothe a small child's pain  
     and bring a rainbow after rain.  
The hug!  There's no doubt about it - 
     we scarcely could survive without it! 
A hug delights and warms and charms;  
     it must be why GOD gave us arms.  
Hugs are great for fathers and mothers, 
     sweet for sisters, swell for brothers.  
And chances are your favorite aunts  
     love them more than potted plants.  
Kittens crave them. Puppies love them.  
     Heads of state are not above them.  
A hug can break the language barrier,  
     and make your travels so much merrier. 
No need to fret about your store of 'em;  
     the more you give, the more there's more of them. 
So stretch those arms without delay  
     and give someone a HUG today!!! 

When Jan Lewis led the New Day Circle in 
December, she had copies of this for people to 
read.  The Bible tells us to “fellowship and en-
courage one another.”  Hugs and smiles are 
great, yet easy ways to do that. So I got permis-
sion to copy it so that all of us could be reminded 

of some of the wonderful, yet easy ways for us to 
encourage each other. 

My apologies to Janet and Tom Weaver for 
leaving them out last month, among the many 
who so willingly do so much behind the scenes, 
and for Riley Thompson who helps in the sound 
booth.  I’m sure there are others that my brain 
has not caught, and I’m sorry. 

Thank you for a wonderful year, and for being 
such great, wonderful people in so many ways!  
God has been so good to me in so many ways 
through you!  Can’t thank you enough! 

Sincerely, 

 
An email hug for Donna Phelps,  

the organizer  
of our blood drive. 

 
Donna! You beat the goal of 15! There were in fact 19 people 
who gave blood generously to help Arizona Hospital pa-
tients and because blood can be separated into several 

components, your blood 
drive helped to save up 
to 57 lives in the Arizo-
na local hospitals!  

        Awesome! 

Three people also do-
nated the power red for 
a total of 22 units of 
blood collected. Those 
3 people will not be eli-
gible for 4 months so 
maybe we should 
schedule your blood 
drive at least four 
months from now to 
give them an opportuni-
ty to give again! 
 
 

                            Thank you Ms. Donna  
           and a Merry Christmas to you and your family. 

    May I add that your spirit has boosted me up ….  
You have made me laugh and I thank you!: ) 

Sincerely, 
 Sylvia



 

 

P a g e  4  N O R T H W I N D       

This is the time of year when it feels like many are going through a 
sort of emotional hangover. The rush and pace of the season that 
runs from Thanksgiving to New Year’s Eve often leave many feeling 
worn down, beat up, and as though they’ve lost our center of gravity. 

But, being unbalanced and tired is no way to start a new year, 
right? With the pressure of making New Year’s resolutions, starting 
new good habits and breaking the old bad ones, a person falls head-
long out of one hectic season only to start a new sprint toward the 
brass rings of productivity and happiness.  

And thus the human race cycles through another series of the pre-
approved pattern, chasing an elusive Zen-state of success paired with 
fulfillment. It is no wonder that so many, young and old, battle with 
depression or any of its kin. The world offers little reprieve from its 
narrative of “having more”, and everyone falls prey to its allure at least once or twice in a lifetime.  

I know there are many reading this who have let go of the pressure to chase down every season with such a 
fevered pitch. I know more than a handful of you who have found rhythms of peace in your life’s journey. You’ve 
told me about the peace of letting go of some races, of rejecting the pressure to chase cultural standards of suc-
cess and happiness. You are the ones who find little pleasure in racing through the holidays with a calendar over-
flowing with programs and events, seeking rather to saunter through them, picking quality of time with others over 
quantity of things done. You don’t need to check-in on every social media website to prove you are a productive 
and strong supporter of the holiday spirit. No, you are writing your own story, to your own beat, and finding your 
own shalom amidst the frantic backdrop of the world around you.  

I am grateful for you. I’m also jealous, but mostly grateful.  

I’m not that person. I chase the events, I create programs and experiences and parties in order to offer a multi-
tude of opportunities for memories to be made. I stand strong in the other crowd, still grabbing at the brass rings, 
still looking for the next great YouTube moment. I’m still letting everyone know what a full life I have by checking 
into everything I do on Facebook.  Maybe it’s ego, maybe it’s insecurity, maybe it’s boredom… but I still run at full 
speed from one of life’s seasons to the next. Like the majority of people, I rarely slow down. Not only do I not stop 
to smell the roses, I usually trample them on my way from one project to the next.  

Understand, this is not an essay against the virtue of hard work. We live in an amazing time because of the 
tireless efforts of others who spent sleepless nights cultivating their own disciplines and creations. Rather, this is 
one of those requests I make to myself, and to the other people like me to find rest in the hectic rhythms of life. 
Stopping completely from living such a hectic life may seem impractical, or even impossible at times. Remember 
when Jesus tells his disciples to rest in Mark 6:31? He had seen and heard all they had done, and knew they need-
ed a respite, yet because of the crowds around them, they didn’t rest as Jesus told them. In fact he led them then 
and there to feed thousands of people! 

Yet, it’s the periods of genuine rest, of real Sabbath, that give us the moment to not only step back and recover 
from energy overspent, but it can give us vision on how to properly move forward in life. Rest offers clarity; it offers 
time of reflection and dreaming. Often, without rest, we can only see in the direction ahead of us. Rest provides a 
time to reflect so that we can look at both the good and bad that is behind us, so that we can make better decisions 
moving forward. Rest can offer space for innovation, creativity, and simplicity.  

So, my encouragement to you is this; in this season of transition from one big thing to the next, may those of us 
who scramble non-stop find the divine mandate to rest to be a calling to something that is less about us, and more 
about how God uses our gifts in his own time. May those of us who do not chase these seasons of life be patient 
with those who do, and encourage us to seek moments of peace.  

Grace and Peace,  Pastor David 

A Remedy for the Spiritual Hangover 
By Pastor David Wasson 
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Imagine No Malaria “Fun Facts” 
Sources:  

http://imaginenomalaria.org/   

http://www.desertsouthwestconference.org/imagine-no-malaria 

http://www.umcor.org/umcor/programs/global-health/imagine-no-malaria 

 

Global:  

 Malaria kills, breeds poverty and burdens health care. 

 Mission Statement: Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary ministry of the people of the United 
Methodist Church, putting faith into action to end preventable deaths from malaria in Africa, es-
pecially the death of a child or a mother. 

 Global Health Initiative, INM United Methodist Church-wide three-year goal is raising $75 million, 
saving 7.5 million lives toward the elimination of malaria deaths in Africa by 2015.  

 85 % impact to date. 

 Partners:  Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, The Alliance for Malaria Prevention, The Global 
Fund, United Nations Foundation.  

 Nearly 90% of malaria’s victims are children under the age of 5 and pregnant women. 

 Malaria is 100% preventable. 

 Malaria was eliminated in the United States in the 1950’s, but in Sub-Saharan Africa, malaria 
continues to kill a person every 60 seconds. 

 Malaria is caused by a parasite, which is transmitted to humans through the bite of the female 
anopheles mosquito. This mosquito flies and feeds at night, which is why bed nets are an effec-
tive prevention tool.  2,300,000 + have been distributed. 

 In 2007, the World Health Organization estimated there were more than 1,000,000 malaria relat-
ed fatalities. By 2012, the number had been reduced to 627,000. 

 $10.00 saves one life. 
 

Desert Southwest Conference: 

 The Conference took a leap of faith adopting a goal of saving 200,000 lives. 50% impact to date.  
 

North Scottsdale United Methodist Church: 

 Goal:  committed to save 5,000 lives in the name of Jesus Christ, our congregation has commit-
ted to raise $50,000. 100% impact to date. 

 Campaign soft launch in March, 2013; official launch on World Communion Sunday, Oct. 6, 
2013. 

 Congregation’s children launched campaign with $1,000 check on October 6, 2013 and came full 
circle, finishing with another $1,000 on October 26, 2014. 

 Achieved goal eight months ahead of schedule on October 26, 2014; Bishop Robert Hoshibata 
preached at NSUMC that day. The NSUMC children surprised him with a gigantic $50,000 check! 

 Congregation participation: estimated 71% of families.  
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2 Kelsey Kosan 
3 Robert Harden 
4 Jill Causey 
 Trista Read 
 Mary Ann Wilsman 
5 David Cogan 
 Zach Phelps 
 Kinsey Rawe 
6 Wesley Sandblom 
 Bryan Wright 
7 Melissa Barber 
 Amelia Wicker 
8 Shea Contreras 
9  Chris Pytlarz 
10  Kimberley-Anne 

 Sheard 
10 Laura Barber 
 Alex Chamberlin 
 Nancy Gerberding 
 Gavin Hastings 
 Zoey Utecht 
11 Betty Davis 
 Betty Gregg 
12 Mike Hair 
 Derek Langham 
13 Patty Hastings 
14 Sandy Church 
 John George 
 Charlie George 
 Gene Muehlberger 
 Matt Sheard 
 Bill Wilsman 
15 Steve Barber 
 Ethan Brownfield 
 Steve Hansen 
16 Bill Duncan 
 Patty Geninatti 
 Elfie Zenith 
17 Paul Anderson 
 Davis Anderson 

18 Dennis Leigh 
 Robin Miller 
 Donna Ulrich 
 Vickie Wessel 
 Nicholas Williams 
19 Dean Buhrle 
 Mark Geninatti 
 Tom Grandy 
20 Matthew French 
21 Hannah Mitchell 
 Tim Sherry 
22 Jim Bussey 
 David Douglas 
23 Julie Fratantoni 
 Cindy Miaso 
 Kelly Montaño 
 Sandy Moses 
 Gene Patterson 
 Ed Schmelzel 
 Jordan Stanton 
24 Dean Busching 
 Gil Christopher 
25 Dillon Weaver 
26 Hayley Rhorer 
 Kelsey Zeh 
27 Marta Berlin 
 Adrianna Gleason 
 Marilyn Gray 
28 Phil Bradford 
29 Tracy Keen 
 Mary Peterson 
30 Travis Gildner 
 Randall Gould 
31 Russell Larsen 

Smile! We have a new online pho-
to directory  

 For the past year, we have been updating our data-
base with a program called Fellowship One (F1), 
which includes an on-line pictorial directory.  It is so 
helpful to put a face with a name.  Please join with all 
of your family members.  And while you’re at it, up-
date your current contact information. 

The member portion of the program is called InFellow-
ship:  http://nsumc.infellowship.com/  

 Click on the upper right button to Register. 

 Use the email address that you have provided to 
NSUMC in the past and create a password. 

 A link will be emailed to you to get on the system. 

 Once in the system, update your contact infor-
mation and upload a photo for the on-line directory. 

To join the directory go to the bottom of the Privacy 
Settings page and click the box  “Include me in the 
church directory”.  

If you have trouble loading a photo or have other 
questions, please contact Laura Brownfield 605-576-
5521 or lbrownfield2@cox.net . 

Our church should be proud of our Creative Christians for giv-
ing joy to the folks at Pueblo Norte Senior Center Tuesday, De-
cember 9. This is before they did their half-hour program. They 
sang beautifully,  and aren't they the cutest!   
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Jan 4 8:30AM  10:00AM 
Greeters  Marilyn Gray, Angie Layton  Betty Gaertner, Charlene Prince  
 
Ushers  Chris Moore, Jane Pearson  Sherry Clark, John Chase 
   Wavalee McArtor Rich Jensen  
   Ogbonna Abarikwu 
   Dennis Schurman 
 
Liturgist  Jo Steig  Dick Langham 
 
Coffee Fellowship: Education Committee 
 

Jan 11 8:30AM  10:00AM 
Greeters  Marilyn Gray, Angie Layton  Betty Gaertner, Charlene Prince  
 
Ushers  Chris Moore, Jane Pearson  Sherry Clark, John Chase 
   Wavalee McArtor Rich Jensen  
   Ogbonna Abarikwu 
   Dennis Schurman 
 
Liturgist  Ann Sells  Doug Smith 
 
Coffee Fellowship: Fellowship Committee 
 

Jan 18 8:30AM  10:00AM 
Greeters  Gil & Debbie Christopher  Judy Elenbaas, Leslie Lampen 
   Marlys Rodgers, Dustin Rodgers 
 
Ushers  Barb Cogan  Duane & Sandy Church  
 Don New  John & Roxie Helbert  
   Donna Mariner, Bob Sandblom 
 
Liturgist  Jane Pearson  Dick Bredeman  
 
Coffee Fellowship: Finance Committee 
 

Jan 25 8:30AM  10:00AM  
Greeters  Gil & Debbie Christopher  Judy Elenbaas, Leslie Lampen 
   Marlys Rodgers, Dustin Rodgers 
 
Ushers  Barb Cogan  Duane & Sandy Church  
 Don New  John & Roxie Helbert  
   Donna Mariner, Bob Sandblom 
 
Liturgist  Joanne Battershall Leah Bergstrom 
 
Coffee Fellowship: Membership Committee 
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    1 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 

2 

 

3 

9AM—3 PM  
Piece Makers 

 

 

4 

WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15  Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Heavenly  

Pathway  
11:00   AngeliX 
 

5 

10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00 Monday Morn-

ing Study 
5:00  Mars Hill 
5:30  Monday Evening 

Study Group at 
Paradise Bakery 

7:00  Boy  Scouts 
 

6 

10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

Christians 
7:00  N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

7 

10:00  Women’s Bible  
          Study 
4:00   Christian Youth 
          Theater 
6:00    Board of  
          Trustees 
7:00   Chancel Choir 
           Rehearsal 

8 

12:30  New Day Circle 
6:00   Prayer and Yoga 
6:30  Doubt Night @ 

Coffee Plantation 
7:00  Handbell  Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00   Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 
 

9 

6:30  Men’s Breakfast 
& Study  
(kitchen) 

 
 

10 

4:00  Sons of Italy 
 

11 

WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15  Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Heavenly  

Pathway  
5:00   Pulse—Youth 

House 

12 

10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morn-

ing Study 
5:00  Mars Hill 
5:30  Monday Evening 

Study Group 
5:30 UMW Dinner Out 
7:00  Boy  Scouts 
 

13 

10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

Christians 
5:30   Stewardship 

Committee 
6:30  Committees meet 
8:00  Church Council 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

 

14 

10:00 Wednesday 
Morning Study 

4:00   Christian Youth 
Theater 

4:30   UMW Serve at  
          Watkins Center 
7:00   Chancel Choir 

15 

12:30  UMW Brown Bag 
Bookies 

6:00   Prayer and Yoga 
6:45   Beta Sigma Phi 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00  Handbell  Choir 

Rehearsal 

16 

6:30  Men’s Breakfast 
& Study  
(kitchen) 

17 

8:00 to 10:00 AM  
Weed & Garden 
Club 

9AM—3 PM  
Piece Makers 

 
10—1:30  Mars Hill in 

the choir room 

18 

WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15  Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Heavenly  

Pathway  
11:00  AngeliX 
11:00  New members 

orientation 
1:00  Needle Arts 
5:00   Pulse—Youth 

House 

19 

10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morn-

ing Book Study 
5:00  Mars Hill 
5:30  Monday Evening 

Study Group at 
Paradise Bakery 

7:00  Boy  Scouts 
 

20 

10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

Christians 
4:30   UMOM  Meal 
6:30   Staff Parish 

Relations  
6:30  Worship Commit-

tee 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

21 

10:00 Wednesday 
Morning Study 

4:00   Christian Youth 
Theater 

7:00   Chancel Choir 

22 

6:00   Prayer and Yoga 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00  Handbell  Choir 

Rehearsal 
7PM   Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 

23 

6:30  Men’s Breakfast 
& Study  
(kitchen) 

6PM  Spirit of the  
Desert  
Synagogue in 
Fellowship Hall  

 
 
 

24 

 

25 

WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15  Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Heavenly  

Pathway  
11:00  AngeliX 
5:00   Pulse—Youth 

House 

26 

10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morn-

ing Book Study 
5:00  Mars Hill 
5:30  Monday Evening 

Study Group at 
Paradise Bakery 

7:00  Boy  Scouts 
 

27 

10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

Christians 
7:00   NA 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

28 

10:00 Wednesday 
Morning Study 

4:00   Christian Youth 
Theater 

6:00   BASIS meeting 
7:00   Chancel Choir 

29 

6:00   Prayer and Yoga 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00  Handbell  Choir  

Rehearsal 

30 

6:30  Men’s Breakfast 
& Study  
(kitchen) 

9:00   UMW Card 
Ministry at 
Flournoy’s 

31 



 

 

United Methodist Women is a community of women 
whose purpose is to know God and to experience free-
dom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop 
a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts 
of mission through participation in the global ministries 
of the church. 

Membership is open to any woman with the desire to 
belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in 
the global mission of the church through United Method-
ist Women.  For information on how you can join North 
Scottsdale UMW, contact  Betty Hosmer at 602/448-
6013or Eileen Stephens at 512/825-7849. 

Easy ways to support North 
Scottsdale UMW that don’t  

cost extra money! 
 Fry’s Community Rewards Program: Time 

to renew.  Group number is 84462. 
www.FrysCommunityRewards.com 

 Albertsons Community Rewards: Pick up a 
card on the UMW Cart. 

 Escrip: Register your credit card at 
. Group number is 

500044649. 

 Mission Basket:  Donate travel size 
toiletries and other small personal care 
items for Watkins Shelter and Wesley 
Community Center. 

 Campbell’s Labels for Wesley Community 
Center:  Save your Campbell’s labels and 
place them in the envelope on the UMW 
Cart in the Fellowship Hall.  They will help 
purchase educational equipment and other 
items for programs at Wesley Community 
Center. 

 Watkins Women’s Shelter:  Place recently 
read magazines, address labels removed, 
in the green basket on the wire shelves in 
the kitchen.   

 Help serve and provide food for Watkins. 

Activities at a Glance 
Jan. 8   New Day Circle book study, 12:30 PM. 

Jan. 12  Dinner out at Macaroni Grill. 5:30 PM. 
Contact Cindy Bryant, 480-922-1145 for more 
information 

Jan. 14  Serve dinner at Watkins Shelter.   
Contact Cheryl Vieth at 602-867-7079 for details 
and to volunteer. 

January 15 12:30 – 2:00   Brown Bag Bookies, 
Room 11. Contact Joyce Nolan.  

January 18  1:00 – 4:00.   Needle Arts, Bridal 
Room.  

January 30 -  9:00 – 11:00. Card Ministry, Janet 
Flounoy’s Home. 



 

 

2015 Registration  

Preschool tours are available by request. 

 

 ‘Lil Blessings  
(2 Year Old Preschool)  

(Children must be potty-trained)  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

9:00 – 11:30 a.m.; 9:00  -  1:00 p.m. 
Monday & Wednesday 

9:00 – 11:30 a.m.; 9:00  -  1:00 p.m. 
 

  
3 Year Old Preschool  

Monday, Wednesday & Friday  
   9:00 – 11:30 a.m. or 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

Monday & Wednesday 
   9:00 - 11:30 or 9:00 – 1:00 p.m.  

 

 
4/5 Year Old  

Pre-Kindergarten 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday  

   9:00 – 11:30 a.m. or 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
  Tuition payments are due monthly. A $125.00 regis-

tration fee is due at the time of registration.  
 

 

www.blessedbeginningscp.com 
(or follow the links on nsumc.com) 

 

(480)313-1364 

Better than a Resolution,  
A New Year’s Reflection 
While it's a good idea to take a look at your 
spiritual walk throughout the year, January 1 is 
often a time of renewal. A New Year, a New 
Start. So, instead of setting regular resolutions 
like losing weight, being more organized, etc., 
why not try to set goals to improve your 
relationship with God?  
 
Improve Your Prayer Life  
 
Simple enough, right? Just get better at 
praying. It's not that easy. A lot of us make this 
resolution and soon fail, because we take too 
big a step at first. If you're not used to praying 
often, jumping into an active prayer life can be 
a daunting task. Maybe start off praying each 
morning when you get up, or even while you 
brush your teeth. Start off giving five minutes 
to God. Then maybe try adding another five 
minutes. Soon you'll find that you'll start going 
to God more often and for more things. Don't 
worry about what to talk to Him about; just talk. 
You'll be amazed by the results. 
 
Read Your Bible in a Year 
 
Getting into the habit of reading the Word is 
also a common New Year's resolution for 
many Christians. It just takes discipline to open 
up the Book every night. If you don’t want to 
read the entire Bible, use a year to focus on a 
specific topic or area of your life that you want 
God to help you improve. Use a reading plan 
that works for you. 
 
 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

Terry@nsumc.com or  
cwright423@cox.net 
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Help Other People  
 
God calls on us throughout the Bible to do good works. Helping others is part of a Christian walk. 
The Mission Committee has many activities for you to help with or even lead.  There are so many 
people who just need a bit of assistance, and helping others is a great way to set a Christian 
example. 
 

Join a Class 
 
Learning about scripture and sharing your faith journey is an essential part of anyone's Christian 
walk, because it keeps your head in God's Word. We have classes, so you should be able to find 
one that fits your personality, interests, or your place in your spiritual growth. 
 

Sunday  
 10:00 - 11:00 AM -  The Heavenly Pathway - Library  
 11:00 - NOON -  Dates to be announced, New Member Orientation – Room 11  
 1:00 - 4:00 PM - Needle Arts, Third Sunday – Bridal Room 

Monday   
 10:00 - 11:00 AM - Al-Anon – Fellowship Hall 
 10:00 - 11:30 AM - Book and Bible Study - Library  
 5:30 - 6:30 PM - Book Study – Paradise Bakery 

 7:00 - 8:30 PM - Women’s Evening Bible Study – Library—Returning in February 
Tuesday  
 10:00 - 11:00 AM-Al-Anon – Fellowship Hall 
 7:00 - 8:00  PM - Narcotics Anonymous, Lead By Example – Room 14 
 8:00 - 9:00 PM - Alcoholics Anonymous, Dime Droppers – Room 11 

Wednesday  
 10:00 - 11:30 AM - Women’s Bible Study - Library 
 7:00 - 8:30 PM - Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 
Thursday 
 12:30 - 2:00 PM - UMW New Day Circle, Second Thursday – Room 11 
 12:30 - 2:00 PM -  UMW Brown Bag Bookies, Third Thursday – Room 12 
 5:30 - 6:30 PM - Theology Uncorked - Dates to be announced – The Twisted Rose 

Winery  
 6:00 - 6:50 PM - Yoga and Prayer – Fellowship Hall 
 7:00 - 8:30 PM - Adult Children of Alcoholics – Room 11 
 7:00 - 8:30 PM - Handbell Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 
 7:30 - 8:30 PM - Doubt Night - Dates to be announced 
Friday  
 6:30 - 7:30 AM - Men’s Breakfast and Study Group – Kitchen 
Saturday  
 8:00 - 10:00 AM - Weed and Garden Club - Second or Third Saturday – Front Entrance 
 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM - Piece Makers - First and Third Saturdays – Room 11 
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Advent Thank YOU! 

Thank you to our amazing Education Committee: Carey Johnson, 
Teri Wight, Melissa Keopke, Jessica Daniel, Barb Rodriquez, Janet 
Flournoy, Carol Chamberlin, Donna Phelps and Toni Rhorer.  They 
did a wonderful job helping us to prepare for the Advent season with 
the Advent Celebration held November 30.  There were dozens of 
yummy soups and chili’s!  We loved making a family advent wreath, 
frosting and decorating the churches and creating all the other “make 
and take” Christmas crafts.  Of course, the best part is always the 
friendly fellowship that goes with all of these activities. 

Sidewalk Sunday School Thank You! 

Thank you to all of our Sunday School families and the congregation 
for helping us to collect over two dozen bags of gifts for the children 
and youth of Sidewalk Sunday School.  Your generosity was amaz-
ing!!!  We greatly appreciate all that you contributed and so did the 
children and youth that received them. 

Baptism Anniversary Milestone 

We invite you or your loved one who was baptized in 2014 to cele-
brate the anniversary of their baptism on Sunday, January 11,  
10:00AM in the NSUMC sanctuary. 

Our baptismal anniversary milestone celebration will include worship, 
a cross-generational event and a baptismal key to remind individuals 
who have been baptized in the past year.  We will celebrate with 
their families and the congregation the promises that everyone made 
at their baptism. 

Too often we think of our baptism as an event, rather than a way of 
living.  Baptism is the beginning of a lifelong faith journey.  Each per-
son who was baptized should have the confidence that they have a 
faith community that wants to support them and nurture them on 
their faith journey. 

Please RSVP to the church office (480-948-0529) if you can attend 
this memorable Milestone. 
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Welcome New Members, Fall 2014 
 

Betty Davis 

Betty Davis, who was born and raised in Vicksburg, Mississippi, is a 
Scottsdale resident who has been very active in UMW for many years.  
She is a graduate of the Baptist Memorial School of Nursing in Mem-
phis, Tennessee and is a retired Registered Nurse. 

Betty was married to Bob Davis from 1956 until she was widowed in 
2012. 

Betty loves the life of our church with our family "homey" feeling, which 
emphasizes the importance of children, and our traditional music.  She 
thinks Pastor Nancy and Pastor David are great! 

Heather and Mark Mitchell 

Heather and Mark were born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  
They lived in  Central Florida for 9 years before relo-
cating to Scottsdale in July 2013.  They have five 
children: (who range in age from 7 to 12 years) Han-
nah, Emma, Gabriella, Maya, and Dominic. 

Heather and Mark transferred their membership from 
St. Luke's United Methodist Church in Orlando, Flori-
da.  Their youngest children are involved in Sunday 
School, and the oldest two are in youth group. 

Heather is currently a kindergarten teacher at the 
Arts Academy at Scottsdale and has taught elemen-
tary school for the past 20 years.  She also taught 
children's Sunday School and Vacation Bible School 
for many years and previously played in a handbell choir and sang in the choir. 

Mark has worked in accounting and finance at Starwood for the past 7 years and is currently the 
Vice-President of Accounting at Starwood.  He helped coach Upwards sports programs at their for-
mer church in Florida. 

The Mitchells enjoy traveling and are busy with a variety of sports activities with their children. 

Marilyn Palmer 

Marilyn transferred her membership from Scottsdale United Methodist 
Church, where she was very active in the UMW. 

Marilyn is retired from being a caregiver at Pueblo Norte, and she has 
contributed to Scottsdale Health Care by knitting many baby caps for in-
fants. 

She is very close to her adult children, who support her going to a church 
closer to home.   

Marilyn likes our church with its friendly members. 
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Tammy and Kinsey Rawe 

Tammy and Kinsey Rawe were attracted to our church be-
cause everyone was so welcoming, and they felt we had a 
strong sense of community.   

They moved here in June 2013 from Charleston, South Caro-
lina with their son Evan, who is in third grade at Cochise Ele-
mentary School. 

Kinsey works at Edgenuity in online education, and Tammy is 
a stay-at-home mom. 

The family is glad to be in Scottsdale, and they enjoy travel-
ing and hiking. 

Bonnie and Heather Rohrbach 

In May 2014, Bonnie moved to Arizona from Lawrenceburg, 
Indiana, and Heather moved here from Germantown, 
Ohio in May 2014 as well. 

Bonnie and Heather work in security at John C. Lincoln 
Hospital, and they are also attending school.  Bonnie 
attends ASU West, and Heather attends Glendale Com-
munity College.  Both of them are interested in studying 
psychology. 

Bonnie's interests include art and traveling. 

Heather is interested in baseball and music, and she's 
looking forward to being a greeter and usher at our 
church. 

Rebecca and Tim Burgin  

Rebecca was born in China, and Tim was raised in Sidney, New York.  They are the parents of two 
sons, Daniel and Christian, who attend Tempe Prep Academies and are in the 9th and 6th grades, 
respectively. 

Rebecca is an engineer at ON Semiconductor, and Tim is a scientist for the Navy. 

The Burgins enjoy camping, hiking, traveling, and movies 

Donna and John Catalfio 

Donna has lived in Louisiana and Alabama, while John is originally from Michigan.  They met in Ari-
zona in 2000, married in 2003, and decided to raise their family in Arizona. 

They have two wonderful children.  Jake is 8 years old, and is in the 2nd grade. His sister, Taylor, is 
6 years old, and in the first grade.  Both children go to Cochise Elementary School. 

Donna and John found our church when they were looking for a church in which to help raise their 
children in the Christian faith.  They were drawn to the openness and warmth of NSUMC. 

They enjoy volunteering, fundraising, and organizing activities.  As a family, they want to help those 
in need. They love college football, especially the UCLA Bruins and the LSU Tigers! 
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Terri Gooding and Ken Rimer 

Terri is from Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, where she lived for 
most of her life.  She moved to Scottsdale two years ago, 
and works for the Garvin Promotion Group as a reception-
ist.  She is engaged to Ken Rimer and looks forward to be-
coming involved in the church. 

In her spare time Terri enjoys sewing, knitting, and stained 
glass work. 

Ken is the general manager of a LaQuinta Hotel.  He is re-
tired military and enjoys motorcycle riding and stock trading 
in his spare time. 

Terri and Ken enjoy the sermons at North Scottsdale and 
always feel welcome when they walk through the front door 
of the church. 

Becky and Russell Joyner  

Becky and Russell moved here in August from Baltimore City, 
Maryland because of Russell's job.  They are life-long Methodists 
and are eager to become involved in NSUMC and the community.  
They have a daughter, Sarah, who lives in Annapolis, Maryland. 

The Joyners love Ravens football and are learning to love the Car-
dinals.  They also support Orioles Baseball.  Becky is a member of 
a Philanthropic Education Organization (PEO) and hopes to trans-
fer to a local chapter. 

Becky and Russell were attracted to our church because of its lo-
cation, activities, and missions. 

Perveen Persilla Tikaram 

Perveen is a retired economics teacher and high school vice-principal who 
moved from India last year.  She has authored children's books and is inter-
ested in education, organizing, and arts and crafts. 

In India, she was a local preacher and Education and Christian Nurture 
chairperson at her church.  

She was attracted to our church because it's a welcoming, friendly church.  
She likes the pastors' well-prepared sermons and having many activities to 
participate in. 

Julie and Joseph Tissaw 

Julie and Joe moved to Phoenix from Flagstaff in October 2013. 

Julie was born in Lawrence, Kansas but has lived in Arizona most of 
her life.  She is a retired teacher, who taught kindergarten for 25 years. 

Joe was born and raised in Flagstaff.  Before retiring and moving to 
Scottsdale, he was the assistant principal of Coconino High School in 
Flagstaff. 
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