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Grace and love to you all! 

 It seems as if things are always in a state of flux within the Church, that we are always on the move 

towards something else. This is not an uncommon thought or feeling, it is a truth. We just had Christmas and 

we are already looking at the season of Lent starting this month The “Great 40 Days” leading up to Easter start 

with the celebration of “Ash Wednesday,” which this year lands on Valentine’s Day. I know that this seems like 

an odd combination of celebrations to happen at the same time but what better time to start thinking about the 

love of Christ given for the world than on the day named after the Patron Saint of Love. 

 But, just what is Lent? The season of Lent is a season within the calendar of the church year that starts 

40 days before the celebration of Easter. These 40 days are supposed to parallel the 40 days that Christ spent 

alone in the desert before the start of his ministry to the world.  During this time, he faced his own temptations 

and came away from them not having given in to what could have been. The temptations that Christ faced were 

the temptations of putting himself first over the needs of the world. Being God, Christ could have easily just tak-

en control of everything and put it back into line through sheer force of will. However, Christ took the harder 

path of living a life of example to show the world how to love instead of forcing love upon the world. He denied 

himself what would have been the easy way out, for the path that would be more meaningful in the long term. 

Christ did not want us to love him because he forced that into being, but rather wants us to love him from a free 

offering of our hearts.  

 Just as Christ faced temptations in the desert, we face temptations in our lives as well. This is the rea-

son for the common Lenten practice of giving up something that you enjoy for the season. For some this is 

sweets, for others this could be coffee, but this could be any number of things. The idea is that this “giving up” 

will lead one to self-reflection during this period. Yes, you may love whatever it is that you have given up but 

giving it up may also lead you to see where you haven’t been focusing in your life because of your love for 

something worldly. 

 So, what are you doing for Lent? Have you ever participated in giving something up for this season of 

the church? What did you gain from this experience? However, I know for some people giving something up for 

the season does not help you in your path of devotion to God. If you are one of these people, I offer up a differ-

ent challenge. Instead of giving something up perhaps you could add something to your life! What if you added 

an additional 15 minutes into your daily routine that was devoted to loving God and loving your neighbor? How 

could your life and the lives of others benefit from 10 hours of your time over the course of 40 days? If you go 

this route I would love to receive updates from you over Lent to find out how things are going! 

Many Blessings! 
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Bible Used in Worship 

 

This year we will be using the Common English Bible (CEB) translation for our 
Scripture readings in worship. The CEB was published in 2011 and represents 
the work of diverse team with broad scholarship, including the work of over one 
hundred and twenty scholars—men and women from twenty-four faith traditions 
in American, African, Asian, European and Hispanic communities. A key goal of 
the translation team was to make the Bible accessible to a broad range of peo-
ple; it’s written at a comfortable level for over half of all English readers. This 
Bible is available in printed form, online at www.commonenglishbible.com/ and 
through the free Bible app, YouVersion. If you want a printed Bible and can not 
afford one, please contact the church office and we will give you a Bible.   
 

 

 

Worship Survey  
 

There are still a few more days to contribute your thoughts and ideas through 
participation in our Worship Survey, until next Wednesday, February 7, 2018.  
Please help our Pastors and Worship Team better understand the worship life 
of our church! If you haven’t taken the worship survey yet, please take it online 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3NYCP28 or you can pick up a printed copy 
at the welcome desk in the Narthex, or print it from last month’s newsletter. 
Please turn in printed copies to the church office or to an usher on Sunday 
morning. The results will inform us as we design worship in the coming year. 
We invite EVERY PERSON in your household confirmation age (6th grade) or 
older to complete a copy of this survey. Thank you for helping us enhance our 
worship services.  
 

 

 

 

 Adding something to your life instead of giving something up for Lent? 

Consider one of the studies that the church will be offering to help in your Len-

ten walk with Christ. If you were a fan of the “Doubt Night” group that has previ-

ously met, please consider joining the group that will be meeting on Thursday 

evenings at 6 pm at the church to discuss the book “Finding God in the Waves” 

by Methodist podcaster “Science Mike” McHargue. This book is a detailed auto-

biographical look into the life of the author through the collapse of the faith that 

he had always had, the mystical God centered moments that changed his life, 

and the new-found faith that is still developing within his life.  

 Should this not be your cup of tea, on Sunday Evenings at 5 pm, a de-

votional group will be meeting to discuss the “3 Simple Rules” of “Doing No 

Harm,” “Doing Good,” and “Staying in Love with God,” and then finding ways to 

apply these rules to our lives. This will be done through a study of Bishop Ru-

ben Job’s book of the same name. 

 If you are interested in either of these opportunities to grow in your own 
faith with others in your church family, please contact Pastor Stuart by email at  
Pastorstuart@nsumc.com, or by calling the church office at 480-948-0529. 
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Veni Byars 

 Veni was born in Lewis 
Center, Ohio and lived in 
Concord, California and 
Costa Mesa, California be-
fore moving to Scottsdale. 
 Although she was born 
into a Baptist family, she has 
had a varied worship experi-
ence.  She has been involved 
in several churches--the Sev-

enth Day Adventist church, the Roman Catholic 
church, a non-denominational church, the A.M.E. 
church (which is the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church), and the United Methodist church.  We are 
blessed that she is now joining us. 
 Veni was a lay leader at Pittsburg United Meth-
odist Church in Pittsburg, California, and her prior 
involvement in churches has included working with 
food banks, other mission projects, and Pastor-
Parish Relations. She was first attracted to our 
church because of its proximity to her home. 
 Veni works for Starr Insurance, and her husband 
Bob is a corporate lawyer.  They have three chil-
dren. 
 In her free time, Veni enjoys tennis, golf, spin-
ning, hiking, and walking.   

BJ Phillipson 

 BJ is a retired middle 
school principal who lives in 
Fish Creek, Wisconsin in the 
summer, and in Phoenix dur-
ing the winter.   
 She has two daughters 
who live in Phoenix, one son 
who lives in Wisconsin, and 
four grandchildren. 
 

 BJ is transferring her membership from Sayville 
United Methodist Church in Sayville, New York. 
She has also lived in Kenosha, Wisconsin; Green 
Bay, Wisconsin; and Bellport, New York. 
 Her interests include reading, hiking, music, and 
exercising; and she is good at organizing and out-
reach.  She has attended Bible Studies, has sung in 
the choir, and has played handbells. 
 When she was asked what attracted her to North 
Scottsdale United Methodist church, she replied, 
“When I enter the Sanctuary, there is such a calm 
and serene environment/atmosphere. It affects the 
opportunity for peaceful reflection and thoughtful 
prayer.”  BJ loves our music, the involvement 
of children and youth in the services, and finds the 
sermons inspiring and full of life-long lessons. 

Gail Yates 

 

 Gail has had a long involvement with NSUMC, since she was a very active member here from 1982 to 
2004.  In 2004, she moved to Haller Lake United Methodist in Seattle, and she worships there during the 
summer.  Her winters are now spent in Scottsdale. 
 In addition to living in Haller Lake and Scottsdale, she has lived in Tennessee, Florida, Honduras, and 
Puerto Rico.  Two of her three children currently live in Colorado, and one lives in Florida. 
 Now retired, Gail worked at the Shell Oil, Company, was President of Junior Achievement in Arizona, 
and did development work at Thunderbird Graduate School and Seattle University.  Her hobbies include 
reading, sketching, and watercolor painting. 
 Gail’s church activities have included adult education, leadership roles, Pastor Parish Relations, and be-
ing a lay speaker.  She is currently a Lay Member to Annual Conference for the Pacific Northwest District, 
and she was our Lay Member to Annual Conference when the Desert Southwest District was founded. 
Friends invited her to attend NSUMC, and she loves our small-group focus. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

           

 
 

  
 

 
 1 

1MISSION Trip 
7:00p-Adult Children  
               of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir  

2 
1MISSION Trip 
6:15a-Men’s Fellowship  
             Breakfast 
3:30-Creative Christians 

  

3 
1MISSION Trip 
9:00a-Piecemakers 

4 1MISSION Trip Returns 

8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
8:30a-Adult Book Study 
8:45a-Creativity Studio 
9:30a-Angelix Choir Practice 
10:00a-Sunday School-(6th-8th) 
10:00a-Sunday School-(9th-12th) 
10:20a-Sunday School-Children 
10:20a-Childrens’ Choirs Practice 
2:30p-Girl Scout Troop 1710 

5 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
5:30p-Monday Evening Book 
         Study-Paradise Bakery 
7:00p-Boy Scout Troop 109 
 

 
 

6  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon Singers 
7:00p-AA  
 

7 
10:00a-Wednesday  
           Morning Bible Study 
6:00p-Board of Trustees 
6:30p-Girl Scout Leader Mtg 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 
 

8 
12:30-New Day Circle 
7:00p-Adult Children  
               of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir  

 
 

9 
YOUTH WINTER RETREAT 

6:15a-Men’s Fellowship 
                         Breakfast 
10:00-Card Outreach 
12:00-Girl Scout Troop Mtg 
3:30-Creative Christians 

 

10 
YOUTH WINTER 

RETREAT 

11 YOUTH WINTER RETREAT 

8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
8:30a-Adult Book Study 
8:45a-Creativity Studio 
9:30a-Angelix Choir Practice 
10:00a-Sunday School-(6th-8th) 
10:00a-Sunday School-(9th-12th) 
10:20a-Sunday School-Children 
10:20a-Childrens’ Choirs Practice 

11:30a-YOUTH GROUP 
2:30p-Girl Scout Troop 1710 

12  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
5:30p-Dinner Out- 
              
5:30p-Monday Evening  
Book Study-Paradise Bakery 
7:00p-Boy Scout Troop 109          

13 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Finance Committee 
6:30p-Missions Committee 
6:30p-Family Ministries Com 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon Singers 
7:00p-AA 
7:30p-Church Council/Charge 

Conference 

14 ASH WEDNESDAY 

10:00a-Wednesday  
            Morning Bible Study 
4:00p-UMW Serve at Halle 
                                Center 
7:00p-Ash Wednesday  
            Service at NSUMC 
7:00p-Chancel Choir  

 

15 
12:00p-Brown Bag 
                   Bookies 
7:00p-Adult Children  
                of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir  

 
 

16 
6:15a-Men’s Fellowship 
                           Breakfast 
8:00a-UMW Jam & Pickle 

making session 
3:30-Creative Christians 

17 
8:00a-Duet  
           Presentation 
9:00a-Piecemakers 

 

18 8:30 &10:00a-Worship 

8:30a-Adult Book Study 
8:45a-Creativity Studio 
9:30a-Angelix Choir Practice 
10:00a-Sunday School-(6th-8th) 
10:00a-Sunday School-(9th-12th) 
10:20a-Sunday School-Children 
10:20a-Childrens’ Choirs Practice 
11:30a-YOUTH GROUP 
1:00p-Needle Arts 

19  Presidents’ Day 

            - OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
5:30p-Monday Evening 
 Book Study-Paradise Bakery 

 
 

20 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon Singers 
7:00p-AA 
 

*NORTHWIND 

ARTICLE  

DEADLINE                  

21 
10:00a-Wednesday  
            Morning Bible Study 
6:00p-SPRC 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

 

22 
7:00p-Adult Children  
                of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir  

 
 
 
 
 

23 

All Day—Set Up for UMW 
Luncheon 

6:15a-Men’s Fellowship 
Breakfast 

9:00a-Card Ministry 
3:30p-Creative Christians 
         

 
 

24 
All Day—Set Up for 

UMW Luncheon 

25  

8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
8:30a-Adult Book Study 
8:45a-Creativity Studio 
9:30a-Angelix Choir Practice 
10:00a-Sunday School-(6th-8th) 
10:00a-Sunday School-(9th-12th) 
10:20a-Sunday School-Children 
10:20a-Childrens’ Choirs Practice 
11:30a-YOUTH GROUP 
11:30a-UMW Luncheon & Meeting 
2:30p-Girl Scout Troop 1710 
4:00p-Beginner Handbells Practice 

 

26 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
5:30p-Monday Evening  
Book Study-Paradise Bakery 
 

 
 
 

27 
       
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Worship Committee 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon Singers 
7:00p-AA 

28 
   
10:00a-Wednesday  
            Morning Bible Study 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 
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*DEADLINE FOR MARCH’S 

NORTHWIND ARTICLES 

IS FEBRUARY 20TH 
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1 Becky Joyner 
1 Ponder Rodgers 
3 Elizabeth Bridwell 
3 Al Crawford 
4 Abby Caplan 
4 Janie Cockrill 
4 Joan Norbury 
5 Tyler Johnson 
7 George Griffiths 
7 Russell Joyner 
8 Michael Caplan 
8 Carlos Romero 
8 Perry Sells 
8 Darlene Tibbits 
9 Colton Leffingwell 
10 Daniel Gerberding 
10 Andrew Pickering 
11 Paul Czachowski 

11 Brianna Rodriguez 
11 Heather Wright 
12 Nora Dahlin 
12 Cobey Hendren 
13 Adam Johnson 
14 Tom Burton 
14 Alex Hastings 
14 Emma Mitchell 
15 Hayley Kosan 
15 Kate Spedding 
16 Andrew Martin 
17 Jennifer Anderson 
17 Jennifer Bahlman 
17 Constance Leigh 
17 Kim Tekippe 
18 Cherri Escobar 
18 Blake Hendren 
18 Matthew Pickering 

18 David Stelton 
19 Charlotte Padish 
20 Charlotte Okraski 
21 Taylor Catalfio 
22 Kori Molever 
23 Danna Smith 
25 Ava Leffingwell 
25 Donna Phelps 
25 John Skjerven 
26 Cathy Sherry 
27 Dave Blobaum 
27 Jane Dahlin 
27 Chuck Montana 
27 Polly Ann Smith 
27 Emma Wicker 
28 Mark Armstrong 
28 Donna Mariner 
29 John Catalfio 

 

Always check the website frequently at  

www.nsumc.com for all the most current, 

updated news and event information.   

It’s your link to all that’s going on at 

NSUMC!  

May you have a day filled with God’s blessings! 
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Monthly Prayer for Churches 

We are encouraged to pray monthly for the 
churches and pastors of the Central East 
District of the Desert Southwest Conference.   

 

For February: 
Shepherd of the Pines UMC, Overgaard 

Spirit of Joy UMC, Coolidge 

St. Matthew UMC, Mesa 

St. Paul’s UMC, Globe 

 This year’s theme is CIA, which stands for Chris	ans in 

Ac	on.  Our mission focus will be on pets and animals.  We 

will find ways we can help. 

 Greeters: CC has been asked to serve as greeters on the 

5
th

 Sunday of the month.   

 April 30th    

On these dates, we will need your family to commit to one or 

both services.  Please come 15 minutes early and meet me in 

the classroom.  
 

 We will con$nue serving the church as the CIA, inves$-

ga$ng and searching for opportuni$es to share, care, and 

love as we PRAISE GOD AND HAVE FUN. 

 

February 2nd       Cooking with Ms. Susan,  
   Heart Crafts 

February 9th        Valentine Party     
February 16th      Gardening      
February 23rd      Field Trip  

CHRISTIANS 
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GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, ACOLYTES, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

FEBRUARY 2018 

February 4th: 

8:30 Greeters: John & Jane Dahlin  

  Ushers:  Don New, Joanne Battershall  

 Liturgist:   Jane Pearson 

 

10:00   Greeters:    George & Eleanor Griffiths 

     Charlene Prince, Doug & Susan Smith 

 Ushers:  Lee & Jacki Anderson 

    Cindy Miaso, Jim Tinstman 

    Donna Mariner, Kevin Kosan 

 Liturgist:  Dick Bredemann 

 Acolytes:  Jerome Sudhakar, Juliette Klobucar 
    

Fellowship Hour Host:  Finance Committee 

Communion Serving:    Church & Society Committee 

   

February 11th: 

8:30 Greeters: Ron & Marilyn Bailey  

  Ushers:  Don New, Johnny Ware 

 Liturgist:   Joanne Battershall 
 

10:00   Greeters:    George & Eleanor Griffiths 

 Ushers:  Lee & Jacki Anderson 

    Cindy Miaso, Jim Tinstman 

    Donna Mariner, Kevin Kosan 

 Liturgist:  Vickie Wessel  

 Acolytes:   Adam Wight, Abby Wight 
    

Fellowship Hour Host:  Membership Committee 

 

February 18th: 

8:30 Greeters: John & Jane Dahlin  

  Ushers: Jane Pearson, Jim Raymond  

 Liturgist:  Winston Vineyard  

 

10:00   Greeters:  Patty Hastings, Marlys Rodgers 

   Bob & Leah Bergstrom 

   CJ Skirpan  

 Ushers: Doug & Marianne Bender 
   Gary Vieth, Ogbonna Abarikwu 

   Gary Grinde, Rich Jensen  

 Liturgist: Winston Vineyard  

 Acolytes:  Jordan Stanton, Cole Stanton  

    

Fellowship Hour Host:  Missions Committee 

 

February 25: 

8:30 Greeters:   TBA  

  Ushers: Jane Pearson, Jim Raymond  

 Liturgist:  Marilyn Gray  

 

10:00   Greeters:   Patty Hastings, Marlys Rodgers 

   CJ Skirpan  

 Ushers: Doug & Marianne Bender 
   Gary Vieth, Ogbonna Abarikwu 

   Gary Grinde, Rich Jensen  

 Liturgist: Leah Bergstrom  

 Acolytes: Dustin Rodgers, Rachel Caplan  

    

Fellowship Hour Host:  SPRC 

Sound Board Crew:**  
 David McBride, Elizabeth Williams, 
 Kent Sanderson, Sherry Moore,  
 Tim Stumpp, Michael Caplan 

 

**Sound Board Crew is eager to have some additional help. If you 
are interested, please contact one of them or call the office for more 
information.   
It is a much needed ministry and not as difficult as you might think!  If 
you would just like to fill in when the regulars are on vacation, there 
is a great need for that as well!  Please contact Sherry Moore if you 
are interested. 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir 
 Darin Read 

Organist/Handbell Choirs  

 Donna Marie Hartley 

Children & Youth Choirs  

 Kim Montana 

Acolyte Coordinator  
                   Kirsty Klobucar 

Usher/Greeter/Liturgist Coordinator 
         Bob Sandblom—480-560-0933  
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from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

terry@nsumc.com 
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North Scottsdale United Methodist Church’s 2018 
summer day camp is entitled “Rolling River Ram-
page.”  This camp adventure will be held Monday, 
June 25 through Friday, June 29, 9:00 a.m. until 
12:00 noon at NSUMC.  It is open to all children 
ages three through twelve.  The requested dona-
tion is $45 per child for the entire week’s program. 

At Rolling River Rampage children will discover 
that life is an adventure full of wonder and sur-
prise, and that they can count on God to be with 
them on the entire journey.  VBS Rolling River 
Rampage offers energizing music, interactive bible 
puppetry, super science experiments, creative 
crafts, hands-on mission work, delicious snacks, 
and active games that will help kids ride the rapids 
of amazing grace!! The adventure includes curricu-
lum from Steve Spangler Science http://
www.stevespanglerscience.com/.. There will also 
be a 14’ waterslide for the campers to enjoy on 
Friday! 

Decoration donations- Please collect and send in 
the following items: 
• camping decorations 

• white Christmas lights 

• red gingham fabric or table cloth  
• paper towels  
• napkins, 500 paper plates, 500 bowls, 500 4oz 

cups 

• hand sanitizer, baby wipes 

 

• WALMART, ORIENTAL TRADING   or   HOME 

DEPOT gift cards 

• Snack donations - We would love GROCERY  

STORE  gift  cards 

Volunteers- We need volunteers to help specific sta-
tions such as: snacks, crafts, song, games, science, 
Bible discovery, Pre-K leaders, childcare, puppetry 
and drama.  We also need volunteers to shuttle chil-
dren from station to station.  All of these positions 
are available for the week or daily.  
 

Bakers- We need a few bakers to supply our volun-
teer leaders with daily snacks (fruits and veggies are 
also welcome).  These volunteer youth leaders so 
appreciate the daily treats for “Leader Lounge.”  It 
would be awesome if we could have four dozen 
items daily. 
 

Please contact Terry Wright if you have ques-
tions480-860-9573 or terry@nsumc.com   

 

Communion Milestone 

February 25th @ the 10AM Service 

 

This month our first and second grade Sunday 
School classroom will be learning more about com-
munion.  They will use the book, Touch the Water, 
Taste the Bread.” The book offers lessons on Com-
munion.  The lessons on Communion will introduce 
children to the sacraments and to the Bible story 
about the Last Supper.  Children will understand the 
Bible story in terms of the meal, the love of friends, 
and the memories that were made.  
 

To help the students celebrate this milestone we 
will have a special Children’s Moments for them 
on Sunday, Feb.25th at the 10am service.  If your 
child is in this classroom, please mark your cal-
endar for Feb. 25th and help them celebrate their 
new faith milestone! 
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After taking the cup, he gave thanks and 
said, "Take this and divide it among you. 
 

18 For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit 
     of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." 
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke 
      it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my 
      body given for you; do this in remembrance 
      of me." 
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the 
     cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
     my blood, which is poured out for you. 

 
Future 2018 Milestone Events 

 April 15th… Pre-K and Kindergarten
  “Lord’s Prayer” 

 

 April 29th... High School  

“Wesley Quadrilateral” 

 

 May 20th... 2nd Grade  
“Bible Sunday” 

 

Men’s Breakfast - Friday Morning 

The men’s Bible study group meets every Friday 

morning at 6:30 a.m. in the church kitchen sharing 

breakfast at every meeting. The group uses the Ser-

endipity Bible and studies verses selected by that 

week’s leader. 
 

Piece Makers  
First and Third Saturday 

 

If you are interested in quilting, please check out this 

group.  They have awesome mentors who can teach 

you the tricks of the trade.   Throughout the year they 

also have special quest presentations.  The group 

meets twice a month (the first and third Saturday of 

the month) from 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM in room #11.  All 

ages, and skill levels are invited.  Be sure to read the 

article on page 15 of this newsletter to learn more 

about our upcoming ”CARE Bear” project. 

 

Baptism Anniversary Milestone  

THANK YOU 
 Thank you to the individuals that attended the  

January 7th worship service and shared their 2017 

Baptism Anniversary Milestone with our congrega-

tion.  We are so grateful that you have chosen to 

share your faith journey with the members of North 

Scottsdale UMC.  We are honored to walk with you!  

Blessed be the tie that 

binds!!! 
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Happening this Spring!  
 

 If you are interested in having your child take 
this next step in their spiritual growth, please be in 
contact with either Pastor Stuart at  
pastorstuart@nsumc.com or Sarah Cushman at 
scaitlyn22@gmail.com.  
 There will be an informational meeting for 
parents regarding Spring Confirmation on Sunday, 
February 11th, after the 10:00 am worship service. 
Classes will start on Sunday the 18th and will culmi-
nate on Confirmation Sunday, which will be held 
Sunday, May 20th! 

 

Resources from the  
Circles of Forgiveness  

Sermon Series 

 

 We’d like to share several resources used during 
our sermon series on forgiveness: 
  

Forgiveness: Finding Peace Through Letting Go  
 by Adam Hamilton 

When Sorry Isn’t Enough: Making Things Right  
   with Those You Love  
 by Gary Chapman and Jennifer Thomas. 
 

“The Meaning of Forgiveness” sermon notes  
 by Rev Dr Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 The Martin Luther King Jr. Research and  
 Education Institute, Stanford University, https://

kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/
documents/meaning-forgiveness 

 

 We hope you found the series meaningful. Audio 
and some manuscripts of the sermons are available at 
http://www.nsumc.com/forgiveness.html . 

 
Scout Sunday  
February 11th 

  

   North Sco1sdale UMC would 

like to invite your scouts, lead-

ers and families to a Scout Sun-

day celebra$on at both our 

8:30 and 10:00 a.m. services 

on Sunday, February 11th.  

                  

   We will give each scout a Scout Sunday badge 

and offer a special prayer for them during the ser-

vices. We will also acknowledge in a special way, 

our very own NSUMC sponsored Boy Scout Troop 

109. 

 

   All are encouraged to wear their uniforms to 

church that day.   

         

CARE TEAM 

   Our newly formed Care 
Team is up and moving! Care 
Team members are reaching 
out to our congregation and 
friends of the church through 

calls, visits and cards. Communion is also tak-
en to those who request it.   

   In December, the Care Team delivered thir-
ty eight Christmas gifts from the church to 
those who are homebound or who needed a 
special touch.  Persons who have been an 
important part of the life of our church need to 
know that they are not forgotten when they 
are unable to attend due to surgery, illness or 
life situations that have changed.   

    If you know of someone who needs to be 

remembered, please inform Pastor Leah. Al-

so, let her know if you would like to give some 

of your time and talents to this important min-

istry. 
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NEW NSUMC COOKBOOK….. 

     The NSUMC Chancel 
Choir is planning a choral 
trip to Europe in 2019. Con-
certs are being planned in 
Austria, Germany and Swit-
zerland. The choir will be 
doing some fund-raising 
and the first project is a new 

NSUMC cookbook! 
  
 We invite you to submit your favorite 
recipes. Recipes can be submitted on the 
yellow form provided in a basket in Fellow-
ship Hall. Drop your recipes back into the 
basket or give them to Vickie Johnson, 
Barb Langham, or any choir member. Or 
submit them by email to Vickie at vwes-
sel@gmail.com or to Barb at sun-
shine4bal@yahoo.com, or you can submit 
them online using this link: http://
www.nsumc.com/uploads/6/3/8/3/63833997/
recipe_card.pdf  
 

Be sure to include your name and any in-
teresting information about the recipe 
(Great-Grandma Rose’s recipe, or from St. 
Paul’s UMC cookbook in Rochester, Mich, 
or quick-easy-cheap, or Paleo healthy, glu-
ten free, etc.) Also, please include your fa-
vorite grace for mealtimes, as we hope to 
have space for those, too.  

Join the NSUMC Chancel Choir 
on their Central European tour 
    May 24 -June 3, 2019  

  

 You may participate as a singer or non-

singer.  Detailed itineraries are available at the 
information counter in the Narthex or from Da-
rin Read, Director of Music.  

 A  final informational meeting will be 
held on Sunday, March 4 at 11:15 a.m. in 
the Choir room.  

 The 10-day tour begins in Vienna, Austria 
and continues to Salzberg, then to Munich and 
Oberammergau, Germany (where the historic 
Passion Play is performed every 10 years), 
and finally Lucerne, Switzerland.  

Come and join us! 

NEW PUPPIES ARRIVE  
AT THE CUSHMANS… 
 
Pastor Nancy & Rev. George have become 

the parents of 2 8 month old golden retriever 

rescue puppies.  They are brother and sister 

and arrived in Cave Creek on Thursday. 

Meet Apollo and Gypsy! 



 

 

P a g e  1 1  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8  

CHURCH AND SOCIETY NEWS 

 

 The General Board of Church and Society
(GBCS) challenges United Methodists to work in 
areas of important social concern and develops 
resources to inform, motivate, and train United 
Methodists on issues of social justice in the soci-
ety.   NSUMC has an active Church and Society 
Committee.  Over the past several years, the 
Committee has hosted forums on sex trafficking, 
foster care, prison reform and more.    

 

 We are in the process of identifying issues 
and priorities for our congregation to learn more 
about and identify ways we can respond.  We 
will also be sharing information we receive from 
the Conference about issues.  The following is 
an example. 

 

SOCIAL PRINCIPLES: What do The 
United Methodist Social Principles say 

about Economic Inequality? 

 

By Rev. Jane Baker 
 

“We claim all economic systems to be under the 
judgment of God no less than other facets of the 
created order.” 

 What does this mean?  Does God actually 
care about the way we use the resources he has 
given to us? What did Jesus say about shar-
ing?  Is the Kingdom of God one in which every-
one, regardless of race, status, and ability, has 
equal access to economic resources that pro-
vide economic security? 

 “Therefore, we recognize the responsibility of 
governments to develop and implement sound 
fiscal and monetary policies that provide for the 
economic life of individuals and corporate enti-
ties and that ensure full employment and ade-
quate incomes with a minimum of inflation. We 
believe private and public economic enterprises 
are responsible for the social costs of doing 
business, such as employment and environmen-

tal pollution, and that they should be held ac-
countable for these costs. WE SUPPORT 
MEASURES THAT WOULD REDUCE THE 
CONCENTRATION OF WEALTH IN THE 
HANDS OF A FEW. We further support efforts 
to revise tax structures and to eliminate govern-
ment support programs that now benefit the 
wealthy at the expense of other persons.” 

 What would our Church think about giving 
tax breaks to corporations and the top 1%? 
Taking away income tax deductions for child-
care and student loans?  When we vote, do we 
take these things into consideration or do we 
feel powerless to change the system? Mis-
sion is important in the United Methodist 
Church, but our Church calls us to take on the 
more difficult task of trying to change the sys-
tems that make missions necessary. 

 Our Social Principles suggest one way we 
might begin to tackle this problem. We can ex-
ercise our economic power to encourage the 
manufacture of goods that are necessary while 
avoiding the desecration of our environment. 
Buying “Fair Trade Certified” products will help 
us to accomplish this goal. 

 We can also help the majority of persons in 
the world who are poor by supporting policies 
that provide quality education, decent housing, 
job training and meaningful employment oppor-
tunities plus good medical care. 

 And, finally, we can become more aware of 
how our financial institutions operate. Are they 
protecting the neediest among us or taking ad-
vantage of them so the rich can be reward-
ed?  Are they charging interest rates that keep 
people in a cycle of debt? 

 All of these measures are ways we can work 
towards the common good, something Jesus 
envisioned when he talked about the Kingdom 
of God. Are you up to the task? 
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HALLE WOMEN’S CENTER   

We con$nue to provide meals twice a month for the wom-

en who are living at the Halle Women’s Center.  Note the 

word “living”.  It is so exci$ng that these homeless women 

have a place to stay while they get their lives back in or-

der, find a job and move to permanent housing!  Our sup-

port con$nues to be important as they work through all 

the challenges they face so keep the food coming!  Place 

your food items in the freezer in the kitchen.  However, at 

this $me UMOM has requested that we do not bring mag-

azines or hygiene products.   If you are interested in seeing 

the new site and volunteering to service dinner, contact 

Marilyn Gray at kumama@cox.net or Rich Jensen at rich-

ardwjensen@yahoo.com. 

 

1MISSION TRIP TO MEXICO   

For a number of years the youth have traveled to Mexico 

to help a family build a house.  This year’s trip is taking 

place as this issue goes to print, February 1st through 4th.  

We are grateful to Pastor Stuart, as well as our Youth 

Leader, Sarah Cushman, for coordina$ng this mission and 

to all the parents and youth who par$cipated this year!  

God’s blessings! 
 

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES   

We are s$ll collec$ng books and magazines for the VA and 

jail libraries.  Please con$nue to bring dona$ons to the 

Mission Table in the Fellowship Hall. 

ICM FOOD AND CLOTHING DRIVE    

We s$ll collect empty medicine containers.  ICM fills them 

with laundry soap, shampoo, dish soap, etc.   Bring your 

empty containers to the Mission table. 

DONATE GLASSES  

How many pairs of glasses do you have stuck in the back of 

a drawer?  Pull them out and bring them to the Mission 

Table.  They will be donated to the Lions Vision Program in 

honor of David Walter. 

 

TRINITY OPPORTUNITY ALLIANCE. 

Now that we’re in 2018, the Trinity Opportunity Alliance is 

on the move to begin a new year of finding employers who 

are open to partnering with us to hire foster youth job 

candidates. All it takes is a commitment for key leaders to 

go through our short leader training curriculum, and to 

iden$fy jobs that would be appropriate for entry level 

young adults. Please let us know if you are associated with 

an employer that might be interested in suppor$ng this 

worthwhile effort.  

Also, we are going to ramp up a new fundraising campaign 

in 2018 to try and cover our opera$ng expenses for the 

year.  Please consider giving to TOA for us to con$nue our 

great work into 2018 and beyond.   You will find a link for 

convenient online giving on our Facebook page (Trinity 

Opportunity Alliance on FB), or on our website, 

www.toaaz.org.  You may also send your dona$on through 

the church office, and they will get it to us. 

We appreciate all of the blessings that NSUMC affords us 

every day, and we look forward to a bright future for TOA 

thanks to this church and it’s congrega$on.  

OTHER MISSION NEWS 

A Place where our giKs are making a difference! 

Many thanks to the people who faithfully donate books 

and magazines to the Maricopa County Jails through the 

church. Our giKs do not go unappreciated or unused. The 

church received a le1er from the Library Manager for Mar-

icopa county’s jails thanking us for what we have given 

them. Our giKs have helped the inmates and help the li-

brary by allowing funds that would otherwise go towards 

acquisi$on of materials to improve services instead.   

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8  
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Duet Volunteer Orientation  

@  NSUMC 

Saturday, February 17, 2018  
9:00 – 11:30 AM 

 

 

 

          Duet, a Non-Profit Interfaith Or-
ganization founded in 1981, offers free
-of-charge help to homebound adults, 
family caregivers, grandparents raising 
grandchildren and faith community 
health programs. 



 

 

 P a g e  1 4  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8  

Easy ways to support North Scottsdale  
United Methodist Women  

that don’t cost you extra money: 
 

• The Fry’s Community Rewards Program at 
www.FrysCommunityRewards.com—Group num-
ber  84462 

 

• Mission Basket:  Donate travel size toiletries and 
other small personal care items for the Halle 
Women’s Shelter and Wesley Community Center.   

• Volunteer to help serve or provide food for the 
women at the Halle Center once a month on the 
2nd Wednesday. The next dinner will be on Octo-
ber 11th.  ALSO:  Donate food or drop off frozen 
vegetables or hamburger patties at the church, in 
the designated freezer in the kitchen. 

For ALL that you do!!!! 

Opportunities for  
Service and Fellowship 

FEBRUARY 2018 UMW Events 

Thursday, February 8th at 12:30 

 (and 2nd Thursday of each month)  

 New Day Circle  

 Contact Betty Hosmer @ 602-448-6013 

Friday, February 9th at 10:30 

 (and 2nd Friday of each month)   

 Card Outreach Ministry  

 Contact Betty Hosmer @ 602-448-6013    
Monday, February 12th at 5:30 

 (and 2nd Monday of each month)  

    Dinner Out– Mimi’s Café (Shea & 90th) 
  - Reservations required -Contact Cindy Bryant  
 @ 602-900-5512  
Wednesday, February 14th at 4:00  
 (and 2nd Wednesday of each month)  

 Halle Women’s Center—Volunteers serve dinner 
 Contact Cheryl Vieth @ 602-867-7079 

 

     United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience 
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 
     Membership is open to any woman with the desire to belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate 
in the global mission of the church through United Methodist Women.   
     For information on joining the North Scottsdale UMW, contact Cindy Bryant, 480-922-1145 or email  
cindybryant@cox.net.  

 

 

Thursday, February 15th at 12:30 

  (and 3rd Thursday of each month at church)  

 Brown Bag Bookies   

 Contact Joyce Nolan @ 602-690-8383 

 Read & discuss a book each month 

Friday, February 16th 

 Jam and Pickle Making Session at 9 a.m. 
  in the church kitchen.    
 Contact Susan Smith at 480-314-1558 or 
 Ancalasas@aol.com for further information. 
Sunday, February 18 at 1:00 

 (and 3rd Sunday of each month to work on group or  
 individual projects)    

 Needle Arts  

 Contact Cherri Escobar @ 480-860-2746 for more 

     information. 
Friday, February 23rd at 9:00  
  (and last Friday of each month at Janet Flournoy’s home 

  to make cards for parishioners) 
 Card Ministry  
 Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436   
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 Last year our Piecemakers Quilters joined forces 

with RARE Science, Inc., a non-profit organiza$on 

that helps find cures for kids with rare diseases, 

and made 50 one of a kind bears for special one of 

a kind kids. GiKed RARE bears have a serial number 

specifically made for a child in our program.  Here 

is one of our recipients: 

 

There are millions of children with rare diseases. 

Since these diseases are not normally the focus, 

these children are oKen misdiagnosed and/or do 

not have medicines available for them. 30% of 

these children die before their 5th birthday. RARE 

Science believes and have already demonstrated 

that by empowering Parents and Founda$ons with 

tools to navigate the healthcare system, build pa-

$ent communi$es and clinical/research teams fo-

cused on these diseases, we can accelerate finding 

more immediate treatments.  

The philosophy at RARE Science is that alone we all 

can make great contribu$ons to our community 

but together we can make transforma$ve change! 

Although all the bears will be made to specified 

guidelines and pa1ern, it is the contribu$on of 

each team members “stash” and dona$ons that 

make each bear unique. Be a part of the RARE Bear 

Army!  

 This year our Piecemakers are planning a “sew

-in” on Saturday, March 3, 2017, star$ng at 9:00 

a.m.  Each person will make their own bear.  If 

you would like to par$cipate in this year’s event, 

please register with Rare Science by clicking the 

link below.  Rare Bears will send each registrant 

material for the bear’s feet and a serial number 

tag to be a1ached to the bear.  Copies of the 

pa1ern will be provided for each person at the 

sew-in. If you plan to par$cipate, please let Vickie 

Johnson know by email at vwessel@gmail.com.  

This will ensure we have enough copies of the 

pa1ern for all who a1end.  Register now!   

h1ps://www.rarescience.org/rare-bear-

program/rare-bear-army-signup/ 

 

BEGINNER 

HANDBELL 

GROUP 

 

First rehearsal Sunday, February 25th 

 Are you a “ Ding A Ling” wanna be? 
 

 The beginner handbell group will be mee$ng 

on Sundays from 4:00pm- 5:30pm.  Our first re-

hearsal will be on Sunday, February 25th in the 

NSUMC choir room. 
 

 This  group will learn the mechanics and basic 

techniques of ringing. For more informa$on con-

tact Joyce Nolan  aznolans@cox.net   or call  602-

690-8383. 



 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

11735 North Scottsdale Road 

Scottsdale, AZ 85254-5184 


