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Experiencing a Disruptive New Truth 

By Pastor David Wasson 

There’s a story in the book of Acts in which Jesus’ disciple Peter falls 
into a trance. (By the way, the word used here for trance in the original 
Greek is the word ekstasis, from which we get our English word ecstasy.) 

But this isn’t your run-of-the-mill, ordinary trance. In this one, Peter sees 
heaven open up and a sheet come down to earth; and on this sheet are all 
kinds of animals — the writer makes it very clear that they’re four-footed 
animals — as well as reptiles and birds. Peter hears a voice tell him to “Get 
up and kill and eat”.  

Peter scoffs at this command, because he knows the old law. Peter pro-
tests, because he, a devout follower of God, would never do anything so 
detestable as to eat something off of the holy menu. Peter protests, saying, 
“I’ve never eaten anything impure.” 

To this, the voice replies, “Do not call anything impure that God has 
made clean.”  

This same scene happens three times. At the end, the sheet is raised up from whence it came, and Peter 
is left sitting there, post trance, trying to make heads or tails of what just happened.  

So, here’s a little background on Peter: he was raised in the fishing village Capernaum. His community 
was committed to keeping the Torah (the Hebrew Law), which included the parts about avoiding impurity. 
They knew God to be holy and pure; and they organized their lives around honoring this purity. The purity 
laws included food, but also people. In the same way that you wouldn’t touch some road kill you came across, 
they also wouldn’t touch a person who was considered unclean. Their commitment to being clean was so ex-
tensive that they wouldn’t even go into the house of someone they considered unclean… which meant some-
one who wasn’t Jewish; which meant basically, everybody else.  

Now, back to Peter’s wild trance.  

As soon as his peculiar vision is over, there’s a knock at the door. It’s some Romans – the ultimate in un-
clean. There they stand, asking him if he’ll come with them to their leader’s house. Peter agrees to go with 
them. He arrives and tells them that it’s against the laws of his people for him to enter the house. But then he 
says, “But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean.” 

But how did God show Peter this new truth? 

It happened through disruption. 

Peter had a framework, a worldview rooted in his understanding of who God is and what it means to fol-
low God. And, rooted in this understanding was a belief that some people were clean; and some people were 
unclean. You could go over to some people’s houses, and you couldn’t go over to other people’s houses. This 
was how Peter understood the world to be. It’s how he believed God had ordered life.  

Then he has an experience that doesn’t fit within that paradigm. And what is his first reaction to that expe-
rience? “Surely not, Lord! I have never eaten anything unclean…” 

(Continued on page 2) 
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He resists this new understanding. And what is the root of his resistance? 
His religious convictions! In the trance God tells him to eat it all, and he ar-
gues with God about why he can’t eat it all. Funny thing is, his argument is 
based on his devotion to God. He resists God in the name of…God. It’s possi-
ble to resist the very growth and change of discipleship God desires for you by 
appealing to your religious convictions. 

Consider the nature of growth. New stages of growth, maturity, and con-
sciousness bring with them greater freedom, inclusion, and complexity. Be-
fore, Peter couldn’t eat it all, now he is free to eat it all. Before, he had a sys-
tem of categorizing who is clean, and who isn’t; but now all are included. Be-
fore, things were fairly simple: All of humanity could be divided into clean and 
unclean. But now, the people he previously thought were unclean…aren’t. 

So, how are we to deal with “disruption”? It’s disruptions that are often the 
catalysts for our growth. You travel, you taste, you meet new people from oth-
er places, you read new things, you hear new perspectives, you see data or 
research you hadn’t seen before; and you discover that your previous ways of 
categorizing, labeling and believing aren’t sufficient anymore. 

You now have a choice: you ignore, deny or minimize your experience, or 
you open yourself up to the very real experience (which often induces pain) of 
leaving that former way of understanding behind. This is often incredibly thrill-
ing and cathartic, but it can also have a traumatic element to it, like the carpet 
is being yanked out from under you. Like the stable ground you’ve been walk-
ing on for so long is now beginning to rumble, and yet you can’t go back. 
Once you’ve experienced it, you can’t pretend like you didn’t. 

Can you imagine Peter breaking the threshold of that Roman’s house for 
the first time? Everything in his upbringing told him that he would be jeopardiz-
ing his standing with God to do that, and yet he’s now seen something 
new.  And once you see, you can’t un-see. 

My hope is that this brings you encouragement as you continue to grow, 
mature and see new things in this new year. Maybe you were given a way of 
seeing the world, or religion, and that doesn’t work for you anymore, and yet 
that previous way of understanding still has power over you. Maybe it’s the 
people who taught you to think like that or the person who told you that was 
the only way to see it, and if you reject that one understanding your entire life 
and faith would crumble like a sand castle. 

Or maybe you were nurtured in a calm, cool, rational world of evidence 
and data in which that only thing that can be trusted are the facts. You refer to 
yourself as the logical, rational type who doesn’t go for fairytales. But the truth 
is, you’ve had experiences that don’t fit into any of your nice, neat, categories.  

Wherever you’re coming from, don’t deny the disruptions. Don’t panic 
when you’ve seen something real and beautiful that doesn’t fit in any of your 
old boxes. It’s actually quite normal. You’re not the first. That’s how it works. 
That’s how God often gets our attention. That’s how we grow 

Grace and Peace,  

David 
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Congratulations to the handbell choir!   
They performed for the Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service at the Church of Latter Day Saints on No-
vember 25.  And they received an invitation from 
the Scottsdale North Stake of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS/Mormon 
church) to join with their Stake choir in an Easter 
Devotional service held the Sunday prior to East-
er, March 29 at 7 PM.  Their Stake Choir services 
10 wards (congregations) in the North Scottsdale 
area and at their last choir performance they had 
over 90 singers.  And the Music Director for that 
area said, “We hold ourselves to a high level of 
excellence, which is why I was so impressed with 
your handbell choir.”   

Can’t thank the handbell choir enough for all their 
hard work. They are super great people! 

An important change: The Northwind is 
no longer being sent by bulk mail. 
The cost for bulk mail has increased. The mini-
mum number for bulk mailing is 200 and that’s 
less than the number who need a mailed copy.  
We will still publish Northwind each month, on 
paper as well as online.  We hope you will pick 
one up on the counter in the Narthex (foyer).  
They are available there every week.  

If you’re home bound, or a seasonal visitor, we’ll 

be glad to send you a copy first class.  That’s 
much less expensive and easier to mail.  So 
please contact the office if you want to receive 
yours by mail, especially if you didn’t get one this 
month. Thank you for your cooperation in this 
change! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PIANO/ORGAN CONCERT 
Sunday afternoon, February 15, 4PM 

Charlene Prince, Pianist 

Donna Marie Hartley, Organist,  

Favorite Hymn Classics, Inspiring Duets. 

 Please plan to attend with friends and family. 

 Donations to the NSUMC Music Ministry  
will be appreciated. 
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Scout Sunday 
The Boy Scouts of America annually celebrates its founding on February 
8, 1910, based on the program started by Lord Baden Powell in England. 
Scout Sunday was added to the Scout celebration in the middle 1940s. 
The Scout Sunday tradition was started to help churches become more 
aware of the good work of scouting and to allow Scouts to live out their 
Duty to God pledged each week. 

NSUMC will participate in Scout Sunday this year on Sunday, February 
8. We will honor all scouting organizations for young men and women at 
both the 8:30 and 10AM services. The different scouting troops that meet 
on our campus have all been invited to join us.  

We invite all other current scouts to come in uniform and join us as we celebrate the good work 
they do in the community and in their dedication to leading their peers, and honoring God. 

NSUMC will hold a special day of pet blessing on Sunday afternoon, February 8, 3 to 4 PM. All 
are invited to bring their pets to the ramada by the volleyball court for prayer and blessing for the 
year to come.  The pastors will offer a special blessing of each family’s pets. 

In the Scriptures, the act of blessing means 'the imparting of power or life.' To bless is more than 
an expression of goodwill and caring. To bless is to impart God's love in person! The blessing of 
each animal, by name, means that health, healing and life are being mediated from God for the ben-
efit of the animal in its relationship with its human family.  
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Ubuntu is an African word  
and proverb meaning  

"I am human because you are human." 

Ubuntu Journeys are unique, short-term mission 
service opportunities for United Methodist Wom-
en to interact with the world through mission 
partners. Ubuntu Journeys are about women of 
faith coming together though shared mission to 
address social issues and discover new ways of 
working together, supporting one another, and 
growing spiritually. United Methodist Women 
Ubuntu participants will expand their under-
standing of issues that impact the world and 
their community through mutual learning with 
women from other cultures. Each Ubuntu Jour-
ney connects women to women for a faith and 
mission opportunity that will: 

 Witness love and struggle; share challenges 
and opportunities. 

 Enhance cultural awareness; exchange ide-
as and skills. 

 Learn where the United Methodist Women’s 
Mission Giving goes to support more than 
200 programs in 75 countries. 

 Understand daily life with Methodist and 
United Methodist, grassroots and ecumeni-
cal sisters around the world. 

 Together with global sisters, United Method-
ist Women will share the human experience 
of worship, prayer and spiritual reflection to 
engage in mission that will cultivate faith, 
hope and love into action. 

 
For additional information or to express your  
interest in  Ubuntu Journeys, email  
ubuntu@unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

 

Free to Grow 
Our Capital Campaign 

 

Imagine what we could do as a church with 
another $100,000 per year. Some of your staff 
and leadership have been doing just that as we pre-
pare for our Spring Capital Campaign. When we pay 
off the debt on our sanctuary building, we will free up 
$100,000 for other ministries and projects. 

 We’ve been thinking about the impact of those 
resources on our Children’s and Family Ministries, 
on our Youth Ministry, on our Music Ministries, on 
our mission work and community service, and on the 
ways we maintain and improve this wonderful cam-
pus. 

We will launch a capital campaign this month that 
will help us accomplish this vision. Watch for a  
brochure with more information at the beginning of 
the month. We’re planning special Sunday services 
on March 8, 22, April 19 and 26 that will help us be 
grounded in gratitude, empowered by prayer and  
living in faith.  

The entire Spring will be based on a prayer we 
are asking everyone to pray daily – “Lord, what do 
you want to do through me?” If you would like,  
begin praying that prayer today. Steve and Carey 
Johnson, and Clyde and Sherry Moore are the co-
chairpersons of the campaign. They have gathered a 
team to bring lots of special things to us over the 
next 3-1/2 months. Please mark these specials Sun-
days on your calendars and watch for future commu-
nications. 
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1    Jhunu Das 
      Becky Joyner 
      Ponder Rodgers 
      Paul Staron 
3    Elizabeth Bridwell 
      Al Crawford 
4    Abby Caplan 
      Maryjane Cockrill 
      Joan Norbury 
5    Tyler Johnson 
      Leigh McDaniel 
7    Karen Bunting 
      Russell Joyner 
8    Michael Caplan  
      Penny Heetland 
      Carlos Romero 
      Perry Sells 
      Darlene Tibbits 
10  Daniel Gerberding 
      Barbara Janssen 
      Edie Kouzmanoff 
      Andrew Pickering 
11  Joe Connell 
      Brianna Rodriguez 
      Heather Vita 
12   Nora Dahlin 
       Cobey Hendren 
13   Larry Bunting 
       Adam Johnson 
14   Tom Burton 
       Alex Hastings 
       Emma Mitchell 
15   Hayley Kosan 
       Kate Spedding 
16   Charlie Fisher 
17   Jennifer Ander-

son 
       Jennifer Bahlman 
       Constance Leigh 
       Kim TeKippe 
18   Cherri Escobar 
       Blake Hendren 
       Matthew Pickering 
19   Charlotte Padish 
20   Charlotte Okraski 
21   Taylor Catalfio 
23   Seth Brown 
       Kennis Harrison 
       Danna Smith 
24   Philippa Sarsah 
       Aislyn Sheard 
25   Mariyah Badani 
      Ava Leffingwell 
      Donna Phelps 
      John Skjerven 
26   Cathy Sherry 
27   Dave Blobaum 
      Jane Dahlin 
      Chuck Montana 
      Haley Rymer 
      Polly Ann Smith 
      Emma Wicker 
28  Mark Armstrong 
      Andrew Hair 
      Jesse Higgins 
      Donna Mariner 
29  John Catalfio 

North Scottsdale Youth visited Sojourner Center 
on  January 10. They took an eye opening tour, 
where they learned about domestic violence and 
programs to help those in need. They also 
dropped off all the clothes that were donated dur-
ing the clothing drive. 

7th - 12th Grade Youth will head to Mingus Moun-
tain on February 14-16 for a winter retreat. We will 
join other churches from the Phoenix area for wor-
ship, building faith and building friendships. 

Pulse meets Sundays from 5PM to 7PM at the 
Youth House.  Young people in grades 6 through 
12 are welcome! 
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Feb 1 8:30AM  10:00AM 
Greeters  Robert & Paula Wolter  Al & Bettie Crawford 
   Doug & Susan Smith  
Ushers  Chris Moore, Mike Hay  Mufazzal & Nancy Badani
   Royce & Laura Brownfield  
   Doug & Marianne Bender 
Liturgist  Perry Sells  Anne Nicol 
Coffee Fellowship: Missions Committee 
 

Feb 8 8:30AM  10:00AM 
Greeters  Robert & Paula Wolter  Al & Bettie Crawford 
   Doug & Susan Smith  
Ushers  Chris Moore, Mike Hay  Mufazzal & Nancy Badani
   Royce & Laura Brownfield  
   Doug & Marianne Bender 
Liturgist  Don New  Marlys Rodgers 
Coffee Fellowship: Staff Parish Relations Committee 
 

Feb 15 8:30AM  10:00AM 
Greeters  Ron & Marilyn Bailey  Bob & Leah Bergstrom 
   Kristy Klobucar 
   Dick & Joyce Carpenter 
Ushers  Joanne Battershall  John & Roxie Helbert  
 Barb Cogan  Gary Vieth, Cindy Miaso 
   Wavalee McArtor, Sherry Clark 
Liturgist  Bill Vestal  Mufazzal Badani  
Coffee Fellowship: Stewardship Committee, Church & Society 
 

Feb 22 8:30AM  10:00AM  
Greeters  Ron & Marilyn Bailey  Bob & Leah Bergstrom 
   Kristy Klobucar 
   Dick & Joyce Carpenter 
Ushers  Joanne Battershall  John & Roxie Helbert  
 Barb Cogan  Gary Vieth, Cindy Miaso 
   Wavalee McArtor, Sherry Clark 
Liturgist  Jane Pearson Ogbonna Abarikwu 
Coffee Fellowship: UMW 



 

 

February 2015 
P a g e  8  

1 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15  Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Heavenly  

Pathway  
11:00   AngeliX 
11:30  Confirmation 
5:00   Pulse—Youth 

House 

2 
10:00  Monday  

Al-Anon 
10:00 Book & Bible  

Study 
4:00   Capital Cam-

paign (Library) 
5:00  Mars Hill 
5:15  Capital Cam-

paign 
5:30  Monday Evening 

Study Group at 
Paradise Bakery 

7:00  Boy  Scouts 
7:00  Women’s Bible 

Study 

3 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

Christians 
4:15  Capital Campaign 
6:30  Capital Campaign 

Leadership Team 
7:00  N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

4 
10:00  Wednesday   
          Morning   
          Women’s Bible  
          Study 
4:00   Christian Youth 
          Theater 
7:00   Chancel Choir 
           Rehearsal 

5 
12:30  New Day Circle 
6:00   Prayer and Yoga 
6:30   Doubt Night— 
          Coffee Plantation 
7:00  Handbell  Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00   Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 

6 
6:30  Men’s Breakfast 

& Study       
(kitchen) 

9:00   UMW Making 
Jam at Susan 
Smith’s house 

 

7 
9AM—3PM  

Piece Makers 
 

 

8 Scout Sunday 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15  Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Heavenly  

Pathway  
11:00   AngeliX 
11:30  Confirmation 
11:30  Membership 

Committee 
3:00  Pet Blessings 
 

Health Fair 
5:00   Pulse—Youth 

House 

9 
10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00 Book & Bible  

Study 
5:00  Mars Hill 
5:30  UMW Dinner Out 
5:30  Monday Evening 

Study Group at 
Paradise Bakery 

7:00  Boy  Scouts 
7:00  Women’s Bible 

Study 

10 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

Christians 
4:15  Capital Campaign 
5:30  Stewardship Com 
6:30  Capital Campaign 

Leadership Team 
6:30  Church & Society 
7:00  Missions Com. 
7:00  N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

No Church Council 

 

11 
10:00  Women’s Bible  
          Study 
12:00  AA SOP 
4:00   Christian Youth 
          Theater 
4:30   UMW Serving  
          Watkins Shelter 
7:00   Chancel Choir 
           Rehearsal 

12 
12:30  New Day Circle 
6:00   Prayer and Yoga 
7:00  Handbell  Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00   Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 
Feb 12 —13: NSUMC 

assists at  
Phoenix Veterans 
Stand-Down. 

 
 

13 
6:30  Men’s Breakfast 

& Study  
(kitchen) 

 
7:00  Spirit of the  
       Desert  
       Synagogue in   
       Fellowship Hall 
 

 

14 
8:00 to 10:00 AM  

Weed & Garden 
Club 

10:00—1:30 
         Mars Hill 
 
2:00 — 10:00PM 

Sons of Italy 
 
Feb 14—16: 
Pulse Retreat on 
Mingus Mountain, 
Grades 7—12. 

15 Faith  
    through  
    Music Sunday 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15   Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Heavenly  

 Pathway  
11:00  AngeliX 
11:30  Confirmation 
4:00   Piano/Organ 

concert with 
Charlene Prince 
& Donna Marie 
Hartley 

16 
Office closed for 
Presidents’ Day. 
 
10:00  Al-Anon 
5:00  Mars Hill 
 

17 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

Christians 
7:00   N.A. 

8:00  Dime Droppers  
AA 

 
 

18 Ash  
       Wednesday 
10:00 Wednesday 

Morning Study 
4:00   No Christian 

Youth Theater 
7:00   Chancel Choir 

19 
12:30  UMW Brown Bag 

Bookies 
3:00   Congregational 

Care Committee 
6:00   Prayer and Yoga 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00  Handbell  Choir 

Rehearsal 

20 
6:30  Men’s Breakfast 

& Study  
(kitchen) 

21 
9AM—3PM  

Piece Makers 
 
4:00  Creative Chris-

tians set-up. 

22 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15  Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00  Heavenly  

Pathway  
11:00   AngeliX 
11:30  Confirmation 
12:00  Creative Chris-

tians Showcase 
1:00   Needle Arts 
5:00   Pulse—Youth 

House 

23 
10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morn-

ing Book Study 
5:00  Mars Hill 
5:30  Monday Evening 

Study Group at 
Paradise Bakery 

7:00  Boy  Scouts 
7:00  Women’s Bible 

Study 

24 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

Christians 
5:00  Capital Campaign 
6:30  Capital Campaign 

Leadership Team 
6:30  Worship Commit-

tee 
7:00   N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

AA 

25 
10:00 Wednesday 

Morning Study 
3:00   No  Christian 

Youth Theater 
7:00   Chancel Choir 

26 
6:00   Prayer and Yoga 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00  Handbell  Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

27 
6:30  Men’s Breakfast 

& Study  
(kitchen) 

 
 
 
 

28 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 



 

 

United Methodist Women is a community of women 
whose purpose is to know God and to experience free-
dom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop 
a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts 
of mission through participation in the global ministries 
of the church. 

Membership is open to any woman with the desire to 
belong, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in 
the global mission of the church through United Method-
ist Women.  For information on how you can join North 
Scottsdale UMW, contact  Betty Hosmer at 602/448-
6013or Eileen Stephens at 512/825-7849. 

Easy ways to support North 
Scottsdale UMW that don’t  

cost extra money! 
 Fry’s Community Rewards Program: Time 

to renew.  Group number is 84462. 
www.FrysCommunityRewards.com 

 Albertsons Community Rewards: Pick up a 
card on the UMW Cart. 

 Escrip: Register your credit card at 
. Group number is 

500044649. 

 Mission Basket:  Donate travel size 
toiletries and other small personal care 
items for Watkins Shelter and Wesley 
Community Center. 

 Campbell’s Labels for Wesley Community 
Center:  Save your Campbell’s labels and 
place them in the envelope on the UMW 
Cart in the Fellowship Hall.  They will help 
purchase educational equipment and other 
items for programs at Wesley Community 
Center. 

 Watkins Women’s Shelter:  Place recently 
read magazines, address labels removed, 
in the green basket on the wire shelves in 
the kitchen.   

 Help serve and provide food for Watkins. 

Activities at a Glance 
February 9  Dinner out at Mimi’s. 5:30 PM.  
8980 E. Shea Blvd. Contact Cindy Bryant,  
480-922-1145 for more information 

February 11  Serve dinner at Watkins Shelter.   
Contact Cheryl Vieth at 602-867-7079 for details 
and to volunteer. 

February 12  12:30 -  2:00 New Day Circle,  
Room 11. Bring your lunch. 

February 15 1:00 – 4:00.   Needle Arts, Bridal 
Room. Contact Cherri Escobar at 480-860-2746.  

February 19  12:30 – 2:00  Brown Bag Bookies, 
Room 11. Bring your lunch. Contact: Joyce Nolan.  

February 27 -  9:00 – 11:00. Card Ministry, Janet 
Flournoy’s Home Contact Janet at  480-650-6436.  

WHO SHOULD JOIN UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN? 
If your purpose is to know God and to experience 
the love of Jesus Christ, you are invited to become 
a member of the North Scottsdale UMW. The in-
tention of this creative, supportive fellowship of 
women is to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the local and global ministries of the 
Church. We welcome you to join us and make new 
friends and relationships while supporting our im-
portant mission work. To become a member, simp-
ly fill out the form at the UMW cart. 



 

 

2015 Registration  

Preschool tours are available by request. 

 

 Li’l Blessings  
(2 Year Old Preschool)  

(Children must be potty-trained)  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

9:00 – 11:30 a.m.; 9:00  -  1:00 p.m. 
Monday & Wednesday 

9:00 – 11:30 a.m.; 9:00  -  1:00 p.m. 
 

  
3 Year Old Preschool  

Monday, Wednesday & Friday  
   9:00 – 11:30 a.m. or 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

Monday & Wednesday 
   9:00 - 11:30 or 9:00 – 1:00 p.m.  

 

 
4/5 Year Old  

Pre-Kindergarten 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday  

   9:00 – 11:30 a.m. or 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
  Tuition payments are due monthly. A $125.00 regis-

tration fee is due at the time of registration.  
 

 

www.blessedbeginningscp.com 
(or follow the links on nsumc.com) 

 

(480)313-1364 

Golden Rule Milestone: 
February 8 at the 10 AM Service 

This month our first and second grade 
Sunday School classroom will be learning 
more about the Golden Rule. The Golden Rule 
states that you should treat others as you 
would like to be treated.  Their teachers are 
presenting this concept by reading them the 
book Have You Filled a Bucket Today? by 
Carol McCloud.  The book’s message is that 
we fill each other’s invisible buckets when we 
show respect and kindness to others.  When 
we are unkind to others, we dip in their bucket 
and it empties our own. Our happiness 
increases when we treat each other well. 

To help the students celebrate this 
milestone and their new bucket-filling skills, we 
will have a special Children’s Moment for them 
on Sunday, February 8 at the 10 AM service.  
If your child is in this classroom, please mark 
your calendar for February 8 and help them 
celebrate their new faith milestone! 

Matthew 7:12  So in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 
Law and the Prophets. 

Future 2015 Milestone Events …  
March 

PreK and Kindergarten “The Lord’s Prayer” 

April 19  
High School “Financial Success” and  
Middle School “Confirmation Sunday 

May 24  
2nd Grade Bible Sunday 

 

Did you make a New Year’s Resolution to become more 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

Terry@nsumc.com or  
cwright423@cox.net 
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North Scottsdale United Methodist 
Church’s 2015 summer day camp is 
entitled G FORCE, God’s Love in 
Action.  This camp adventure will 
be held in June at NSUMC.  At G-
Force day camp kids will explore 
how to put their faith into action. In 
this mission-focused VBS, kids ex-
perience God’s unstoppable love 
and discover how to fuel up and 
move in and through life with God.  
Campers will experience scripture stories through drama, art, cooking, games, science and puppet-
ry.  There will also be a 12’ waterslide for the campers to enjoy on Friday! 

Decoration donations - Please collect and send in hula hoops, a checkered flag, auto racing deco-
rations, skate board and dirt bike themed items. We would also like to receive donations of Walmart, 
Oriental Trading or Home Depot gift cards. 

Snack donations - We would love grocery store gift cards for our snack station:  

Volunteers - We need volunteers to help specific stations such as snacks, crafts, song, games, sci-
ence, Bible discovery, Pre-K leaders, childcare, puppetry and drama.  We also need volunteers to 
shuttle children from station to station.  All of these positions are available for the week or daily.  

Bakers - We need a few bakers to supply our volunteer leaders with daily snacks.  These volunteer 
youth leaders so appreciate the daily treats for “Leader Lounge.”  It would be awesome if we could 
have four dozen items daily. 

Please contact Terry Wright if you have questions at 480-860-9573 or terry@nsumc.com. 

      The Military Veterans’ StandDown, at the Veteran's Memorial Coliseum offers instant access to 
the resources veterans need to start their journeys back to health, financial stability and housing. 

     We are collecting new sweat shirts and sweat pants for women veterans in sizes large and extra 
large.  

     We need volunteers to work a four hour shift either morning or afternoon on both Thursday and 
Friday, to  greet and process registration for homeless and at-risk veterans   Car-pooling will be 
available, To sign- up, contact Bill or Carol Adams at (602)493-2337 or by e-mail at 
desertdos4@cox.net  
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Women’s Monday Evening 
Book Study 

Monday night Women’s Book and Bible Study 
group will begin meeting again February 2 at 
7:00 PM in the church library.  We’ve chosen the 
following for our course of study: 

Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritu-
al Growth by Richard Foster (228 pages). 

“This book is hailed by many as 
the best modern book on Christian 
spirituality.  Foster explores the 
‘classic Disciplines,’ or central 
spiritual practices, of the Christian 
faith to show how each of these 
areas contribute to a balanced 
spiritual life; infused with joy, 
peace and a deeper understand-
ing of God.  Foster shows that it is 
only by and through these practic-

es that the true path to spiritual growth can be 
found.” 

And, if we have time this semester: 

A Walk Thru the Book of Ephesians: A Real 
Power for Daily Life. Baker Publishing (80 p.).   

“With this Walk Thru the Bible dis-
cussion guide, the members of 
ther group will revisit dramatic pub-
lic events and supernatural power 
struggles endured by our Christian 
ancestors.  They will emerge with 
a better grasp of foundational 
truths about spiritual darkness, re-
demption, right relationships, and 
godly living in today's world.” 

All are invited to participate at any level, any 
time. 

Friday Morning  
Men’s Breakfast  

The Men’s Bible Study Group meets every Fri-
day morning at 6:30 AM in the church kitchen 
sharing breakfast at every meeting. The group 
uses the Serendipity Bible and studies verses 
selected by that week’s leader. 

Piece Makers,  
First and Third Saturdays 

If you are interested in quilting, please check 
out this group.  They have awesome mentors 
who can teach you the tricks of the trade.   
Throughout the year they also have special 
guest presentations.  The group meets twice a 
month (the first and third Saturdays of the 
month) from 9 AM to 1 PM in room #11.  All ag-
es and skill levels are invited. 

Baptism Anniversary  
Milestone Thank You 

Thank you to the individuals who shared their 
2014 baptism anniversary with our congrega-
tion. We are grateful that you have chosen to 
share your faith journey with us.  We are hon-
ored to walk with you!  Blessed be the tie that 
binds! 

 

Yoga & Prayer  
Join us every Thursday evening at 6 PM for Yo-
ga & Prayer. We meet in the Fellowship Hall. All 
levels are invited. Please bring a yoga mat. 
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Did you make a New Year’s Resolution to become more engaged in our community?  
NSUMC offers lots of opportunities for you!  Here are a few that are either ongoing or 
coming up soon. 

UMOM Watkins Dinners.  We provide two dinners a month for the residents of 
the Watkin’s Homeless Shelter.  That includes the food and serving.  UMW serves one 
evening; and the larger congregation under the leadership of Rich Jensen, serves at 
the other.  It is a great experience for the whole family.   Sign-up sheets for donations 
of food and volunteer serving are located near the Mission Table in the Fellowship Hall. 

Books for Vets.  We collect books and magazines and deliver them to the 
Phoenix VA Hospital.  They add them to their library for the pleasure of the patients 
and their families.  Clean out your book cases and bring your books to the Mission 
Table. 

The Arizona StandDown Needs You!  The Arizona Veterans’ 
StandDown is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, February 13 
and 14, at the Veterans Memorial Coliseum. This well-known 
annual event helps men and women military veterans 
experiencing homelessness, offering health, employment and 
legal services. During the StandDown, the veterans will also enjoy 
meals, showers, haircuts and have access to a clothing bank. 

This year they have a special need for slightly used Levis and tee 
shirts and new underwear briefs, with a specific need for jeans 

and tee shirts for women. You may bring your donations to the Mission Table in the Fellowship Hall.  

There will be two four-hour shifts each day, Friday and Saturday. If you would like to volunteer 
for a shift at the StandDown, please register at www.arizonastanddown.org.  

Trish George will be at the StandDown both days at the Phoenix City Courts section.  If you 
volunteer and find you need more information, please feel free to find her for direction. Questions?  
Contact Trish at patriciageorge@gmail.com 

Proposal for a Columbarium  
Several years ago, a family in the church dreamed that NSUMC would have a final resting place 

on our campus, and gave a monetary gift to help make it possible. This year, the Endowment Com-
mittee has been working to develop a proposal for a Columbarium and Memorial Garden.  

A columbarium is a structure that is used to house the cremated remains of individuals and cou-
ples. The cremated remains are placed into a niche within the columbarium structure. The niches 
can hold two sets of remains, so couples can be together in a niche if they choose. The Endowment 
Committee got design proposals from several architects and have chosen a beautiful design that will 
convert an island in the east parking lot behind the Youth House fence into a Columbarium and Me-
morial Garden.  

This proposal is already fully funded by the family’s gift; that monetary gift will be reinvested 
over time in the church through sales of niches and memorial wall plaques. The proposal is still in 
the approval process. The NSUMC Trustees and Church Council will review the recommendations 
and proposal, and determine if the church will pursue construction. If they approve, we will share 
more details and pictures in the coming months. Please pray for our leadership as we discern this 
new ministry area. 
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Become a part of the NSUMC online directory.  

Connect with groups and committees you’re in -- and much more! 
 
NSUMC has a new data base in 2014 called Fellowship 1 (F1), with many ways for members to stay 
in touch, and join programs and small groups.  
 
http://nsumc.infellowship.com/ 
 
68 Church members are currently enrolled in 
the congregational portal of the system called 
NSUMC InFellowship.  They have signed on-
to the secure data program where they can 
choose how much of their contact information 
is made available to other members. 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 

As an example, this is what Royce’s and my directory information looks like.  From here, other mem-
bers of the church who are also enrolled in the program can call or email us. (This is just an online 
version of what we used to share in the printed directories.)  We can also take attendance, or email 
groups we are involved with from the on-line program.  We can even check our giving from this se-
cure website and view only our own giving information. 
 
Advantages of this on-line directory…. 

 No printing costs. 
 Never goes out of date. Members can update as needed. 
 Members connect to find email or phone numbers of others. 
 Locate contact information or hunt down attendance books, etc., without asking staff for help. 
 Choose any photo for the directory. No more directory photo appointments. 

 
Steps to get connected with InFellowship: 
 
The first step is to connect to http://nsumc.infellowship.com/ making sure to use the same email that 
you have provided to NSUMC. 
 Click on the upper right button to “Register.” 
 Use your email address to create a password. 
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 A link will be emailed to you to get on the system.  

 Once in the system you can update your contact information on the “Update Profile” and even 
upload a photo to be included in an on-line directory. 

 To join the directory go to the bottom of the “Privacy Settings” page and click the box to “Include 
me in the church directory”. 

If you have trouble loading a photo or have any other questions, please contact Laura Brownfield 
605-576-5521 or lbrownfield2@cox.net. 

Pastor Nancy’s Mission Trip to Ethiopia 
Pastor Nancy has spoken several times 

about the Hope for the Hopeless (HFH) minis-
try to Ethiopian street children. She has been 
active in this ministry for 14 years and is cur-
rently the President of its Board of Directors.  

She will go to Ethiopia from February 19 to 
March 2, to visit the children and co-lead train-
ing for pastors and church workers. Part of 
HFH’s work is proactive; by addressing AIDS, 
they seek to keep families intact and prevent 
children from being orphaned and abandoned 
on the streets.  

Pastor Nancy will co-lead a training of Ethi-
opian pastors and church workers who will be-
come trainers in Ethiopia on the Church’s Com-
passionate Response to AIDS. The training is supported by the United Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries and is co-sponsored by the Association for Protestant Churches in Ethiopia. Win-
ston Vineyard and his daughter Jessica will join Pastor Nancy on the trip. They will spend time at 
the HFH Boarding School/orphanage, Drop-In Center and see some of the children in foster care.  

Pastor Nancy always takes an extra suitcase of items for the children. The most pressing needs 
right now are vitamins and shoes. We will place a suitcase in the Fellowship Hall; and if you would 
like to help her fill her “gift bag”, please bring in child and adult vitamins or shoes (child sizes to 
adult sizes for the teens). Thank you in advance for your generosity. HFH was the recipient of the 
Poinsettias with a Purpose offering this year. And please pray for Pastor Nancy, Winston and Jessi-
ca as they extend our outreach to Ethiopia.  
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