
 

 

Advent Light 
By Rev. Nancy Cushman 

 
Advent is here and we are once again in a new 

church year. The story of Jesus and of God’s relationship 
with creation will be retold again in the cadences of our 
worship and celebrations. This year we are using the im-
age of light to help us prepare for Jesus’ birth yet again in 
our lives and in our world. Jesus is called the Light of all 
people in the Gospel of John. Have you ever been lost in 
the dark? It’s not often that I venture outside of the street 
lights and glare of the city, but when I do it is so easy to 
get lost. I’ve had that sick feeling in the pit of my stomach 
when I wasn’t sure which way to go. A light, even a small 
light, can make all the difference.  

During Advent, we prepare for the great feast of 
Christmas by reminding ourselves of our longing for that 
light. When things are difficult and we experience that 
sinking feeling in the pit of our stomachs, we yearn for the 
guidance and comfort of the Light showing us the way 
back to safety and security. And the promise is whispered 
in our music, preaching and prayers– He’s coming.  

We prepare for Christmas by revisiting God’s vi-
sion for life. The prophet Isaiah paints that vision for us 
with such artistry – “The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them.” (Isaiah 11:6-7) It is the return of the Garden of 
Eden where all creation lives in harmony. Predator and 
prey are at peace with one another. When we are 
touched by the Light, our vision of the world changes. We 
adopt the Divine vision and make it our own prayer and 
our purpose. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9) Advent is a 
timely reminder in a violent world that renews this vision 
for us. Come, Lord Jesus, come!   

During Advent we hear again the story of John 
the Baptist, a rather wild and wooly prophet, Jesus’ older 
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cousin, who called people to change their hearts and 
lives. Like a good farmer, John prepared the ground so 
that the Coming One’s message would take root and grow 
into a fruitful harvest. He did not know who that Coming 
One was, and when he reached out to Jesus, he told him 
to look at the fruit – healing is a hallmark of the growing 
Light. Where do we see healing in our lives, in our church, 
in our community?  Where is there a need for healing? 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

On the last Sunday of Advent, we’ll relive our sto-
ry through story and song. The Chancel Choir will offer 
the cantata “The Christmas Light” on December 18th at 
10:00 a.m. One of the things I love about the church is 
that we re-experience our story in so many different ways 
– through Scripture and reflection, through music and art, 
through acts of compassion and generosity.  

My prayer for you this Advent, is that you immerse 
yourself in the story again. That you find different ways to 
recapture the vision, be inspired by those who have faith-
fully lived before us, to express your own yearning. Come, 
Lord Jesus, come! 

Grace and peace, 
 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE Changes in  

Worship Times and Locations 
for the upcoming holidays 

 
Dec 18—the 8:30 service will be held in the Fellowship 
Hall, the 10:00 service will be in the Sanctuary and in-
clude the Cantata “The Christmas Light.” 

Christmas and New Year’s Day fall on Sundays this 
year:  

Dec 25—Christmas morning will have ONE SERVICE at 
10:00 a.m. It will be a service of lessons and carols.  

Jan 1—New Year’s morning will have ONE SERVICE at 
10:00 a.m.  

Pastor 
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Date:  This Friday, December 2, 2016 7:30 p.m. 

Place: North Scottsdale United Methodist Church 

Tickets are still available in the church office 
(480-548-0529) or order online:  
 

     https://hope4hopeless2016.eventbrite.com 
 

 

Part of the Late Nite Catechism comedies, each 
performance is unique and will appeal to people of 
all ages and faiths. 

There are still tickets available and they will also 
be sold at the door. 

ADVENT FESTIVAL “Come Prepare” 
Sunday, Dec. 4th, 2016 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

      
    We invite you and your family to come prepare for the birth of the infant Jesus at 
the 18th annual Advent Festival on Sunday, December 4th, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 pm. 
     North Scottsdale United Methodist Church would like to help spread the joy of 
ADVENT by inviting the community to a make-and-take crafts event.  This event 
will include a light lunch to help warm our hearts to the season. All families, large and 
small, are invited.   
     The Advent is the period before Christmas that lasts anywhere from 21- 28 days, 
and includes four Sundays.  It is a time of preparation for the coming of the baby Je-
sus. Each Sunday of Advent, churches around the world prepare for Christmas by 
speaking about four very important elements of Advent (peace, hope, love and joy), 
and their meaning to Christians.  

 
Our reason for this season is the birth of baby Jesus!   

Come prepare for this holy  
season! 

CHRISTMAS ANGELS  
 
It’s Christmas Angel time again.  
We have about 220 children and 
youth available 
for you to 
share the joy of 
Christmas with. 
      We expect 
to receive the 
names and 
wish list for 
about 100 chil-
dren from the Golden Gate com-
munity, 100 from children in the 
foster care system who are liv-
ing with extended family, 20 
from our Trinity Opportunity Alli-
ance partner, Keys to Success, 
and 10 senior ladies from Wes-
ley Community Center.   
        The trees are up in Fellow-
ship Hall so stop in this next 
week and make your selection. 
We still have 50-60 angels on 
the tree that need a “gifter” so if 
you can help by taking an extra 
one that would be great.  
Choose an “Angel” or “Angels” 
today!!  The deadline is Sunday, 
December 18th! 

HANDBELL CHOIR IS PERFORMING… 
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We’d like to take this oppo unity to wish each 
and every one  you a very Merry Christmas 

from all  us here on sta  at NSUMC: 

May you have the Heart of Christmas, which is Love,  

                      The Promise of Christmas, which is Hope,  

                         The Feeling of Christmas, which is Joy, 

                        The Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace, 

and  

  the Gift of Christmas,  

Pastor Pastor 
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Christmas Cantata 
Sunday, December 18th  at 10:00a.m.  

in the Sanctuary 
NSUMC Chancel Choir with narration and orchestra 
will present “A Christmas Light” by Benjamin Harlan. 

From the darkness and hope of Advent to the light and 
joy of Christmas, this cantata captures the varied col-
ors of Christmas in fresh tones. With a blend of classic 
carols and rich new songs, this cantata literally moves 
the service from darkness to light, vividly illustrating 
the hope of Christmas through music and the spoken 
word. 

Don’t miss this annual tradition at North Scottsdale 
UMC!  

Poinsettias with a Purpose 

 Our Worship Committee will decorate our sanctuary 
with red poinsettias and greens again this Advent season, 
according to our tradition.  Since 2013, we have been 
offering an alternative for those who wished to help such 
missions as Imagine No Malaria, Hope for the Hopeless 
and Keys to Success (for foster children). This year’s do-
nations will support the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR), who assist in disasters such as flooding 
and hurricanes, and also have international initiatives 
such as the WASH Project, which helps bring clean water 
to Africa. Learn more at www.umcor.org.   

 This year, we would like to continue that holiday tradi-
tion of giving by Poinsettias with a Purpose.  A donation 
of $10.00 will help support UMCOR, and 100% of all do-
nated funds go directly to their mission. To denote your 
gift, we will place a poinsettia ornament in a basket, which 
will be offered as a gift to the Christ Child on Christmas 
Eve. 

 Donation forms will be available during fellowship time 
in Advent. 

Christmas Poinse as 

 The Worship Committee will 
decorate the sanctuary with 
poinsettias and greens again 
this year. You may purchase a 
poinsettia plant in honor or in 
memory of a loved one; one 
dedication per plant,  please.  
The cost of each 6” red poin-

settia is $10.  The deadline for orders is Monday, De-
cember 5, 2016! 
 

 Payment is requested in advance, forms are availa-
ble at the Welcome Table in the Narthex. (Checks 
should be made payable to NSUMC, marked 
“poinsettias”.) You may place forms with checks in the 
offering plate or return to the church office no later than 
December 5. 
 

 Donors may take plants home after the service you 
attend on Christmas Eve. 

 
 

STAFF LOVE OFFERING 
 

 As the holidays approach, it is appropriate to re-
member those who have served us so faithfully 
throughout the past year.  Therefore, the Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee would like to make it easy for our 
membership to thank our staff for their hard work with 
a Christmas Love Offering. 
 
 Please make your monetary donations to this fund, 
which will be proportionately divided amongst our 
staff, marked clearly for “STAFF LOVE OFFERING.” 
 
 You may place your gifts in the offering plate on 
Sunday morning, or bring them by the church office at 
your convenience.  Since it is a Christmas gift, we 
would like to have all received by Sunday, December 
18th.  If you have any questions, please see Terri Major. 
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Christmas Day  
10:00 a.m. 
 
The story will begin with the 
light down and as we hear 
about each character of the 
story a candle is lit that repre-
sents them and the lights come up until they 
come full on at the end. We do a candle 
lighting at the very end and also give any 
young children glow sticks.  Special music 
will be involved.  This will be an exciting 
way to culminate all our celebrations of the 
birth of Jesus! 

WEDNESDAY  
MORNING   
 
 
 
Calendar of Topics: 
  

December  
   7– Chapter 3, “It Was Not a Silent Night” 
 14– Chapter 4, “It Was Not a Silent Night” 
 21– Chapter 5, “It Was Not a Silent Night” 
   28– NO CLASS 

Christmas Eve 4:00 p.m. 
Young Family Service 

Our children-friendly Christmas 
Eve service begins at 4:00pm.  It 
offers an informal children's play, 

Christmas carols and scripture.  It features 
our three children's choirs; AngeliX, Kids of 
Grace and Cherub.  

Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Service 

Our 7:00pm Traditional service 
offers Christmas hymns, scrip-
ture and sermon.  It features 
our adult Chancel choir. This service will 
end with the darkening of the sanctuary and 
the lighting of candles by all attendees.  

Christmas Eve 
11:00 p.m.

Candlelight  
Communion  

Service 
 

At the 11:00pm Christmas Eve worship ser-
vice you may receive communion.  It also 
includes the traditional hymns sung by our 
Chancel Choir, scripture, and sermon. This 
service will end with the darkening of the 
sanctuary and the lighting of candles by all 
attendees.  

Gifts You Cannot Open   During this holi-
day season, please consider sharing your 

precious gift of time to bring joy to oth-
ers!  Just a couple hours per month 
will transform life for an isolated elder.  
Take the next step by registering for 
an upcoming Duet volunteer orienta-

tion at 602-274-5022 or  www.duetaz.org. Financial 
gifts also lead to free-of-charge, transformational services.  
Donations to Duet qualify for the dollar-for-dollar AZ Chari-
table Tax Credit.  The credit doubled this year to $400 (for 
individuals) and $800 (for couples).  The credit may be 
claimed in addition to public school and school tuition or-
ganization credits.  Visit www.duetaz.org to volunteer, 
donate, or request help.          Thank you! 
 
Treat Yourself to Tea While Helping Others  Enjoy 
scones, tea sandwiches, and desserts—plus a live perfor-
mance by mesmerizing electric violinist Elizabeth Bacher at 
Duet’s 26th Anniversary Poinsettia Tea.  This joyous event 
takes place at the Hyatt Regency Scottsdale at Gainey 
Ranch on Sunday, December 11th at 2:00 p.m.  Make your 
reservations ($70 each) by December 2nd at 
www.duetaz.org or 602-274-5022.  All proceeds support 
Duet’s free-of-charge health and aging services. 
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December 4th 
8:30 Greeters:  Betty Hosmer 
  Ushers:  Barb Cogan, Chris Moore  
 Liturgist:  Jane Pearson  
 Song Leader:   Sarah Blobaum 
 

10:00   Greeters:  Nancy Hansen, Charlene Prince 
  Marlys Rodgers, Shane Rodgers 
  Al & Bettie Crawford, Brenda Hitesman 
 Ushers: Duane & Sandy Church 
   Ogbonna Abarikwu, Gary Vieth 
   Jim Tinstman, Bob Sandblom  
 Liturgist: Jack Momeyer  
 Acolytes: Dustin Rodgers, Jerome Sudhakar
   

Fellowship Hour Host:    Board of Trustees 
 

 
December 11th 
8:30 Greeters: Betty Hosmer    
  Ushers:  Joanne Battershall, Barb Cogan  
 Liturgist:  Don New  
 

10:00   Greeters:  Charlene Prince, Bob & Leah Bergstrom 
   Todd & Teri Wight 
 Ushers: Duane & Sandy Church, Gary Vieth 
   Bob Sandblom  
 Liturgist:   Marlys Rodgers  
 Acolytes: Jordan Stanton, Cole Stanton 
 

Fellowship Hour Host:    Education Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December 18th 
8:30 Greeters:  John & Jane Dahlin  
  Ushers:  Jane Pearson  
 Liturgist:  Jo Steig 
 Song Leader:    

10:00   Greeters: Bob & Leah Bergstrom, Al & Bettie Crawford
  Marlys Rodgers, Dustin & Shane Rodgers 
 Ushers: Johnny Ware, Emilie Duncan 
   Ogbonna Abarikwu, Wavalee McArtor 
   Sherry Clark, Bob Sandblom  
 Liturgist:   TBA  
 Acolytes: Alyse Hansen, Juliette Klobucar 
 

Fellowship Hour Host:  Fellowship Committee 
 

 
December 24th—Christmas Eve  
4:00 Greeters:   
  Ushers:  
  
 Liturgist:     
7:00 Greeters:   
  Ushers:  
  
 Liturgist:     
  
11:00 Greeters:   
  Ushers:  
  
 Liturgist:    

 
December 25th—Christmas Day 
10:00   Greeters:  Todd & Teri Wight  
 Ushers:   
 Liturgist:   Anne Nicol  
 Acolytes: Abby Wight, Adam Wight 
 

Fellowship Hour Host:  Finance Committee 

          

GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, ACOLYTES, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

D_]_m\_r 2016 

D E C E M B E R   2 0 1 6  

Sound Board Crew:**  
 David McBride, Elizabeth Williams, 
 Kent Sanderson, Sherry Moore,  
 Tim Stumpp 
 

**Sound Board Crew is eager to have some additional 
help. If you are interested, please contact one of them or 
call the office for more information.  It is a much needed 
ministry and not as difficult as you might think!  If you 
would just like to fill in when the regulars are on vacation, 
there is a great need for that as well!  Please contact 
Sherry Moore if you are interested. 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir 
 Darin Read 
Organist/Handbell Choirs  
 Donna Marie Hartley 
Children & Youth Choirs  

Acolyte Coordinator  
                         Kirsty Klobucar 

Usher/Greeter/Liturgist Coordinator 
         Bob Sandblom—480-560-0933  
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May you have a day filled with God’s blessings! 

12/1 Colin Daniel 
 Katherine "Kate" Daniel 
 Brooke Schaper 
12/2 Janice "Jan" Lewis 
12/3 Connie Abarikwu 
 Alivia Pautz 
12/5 Laurie Bieller 
12/10 Sarah Staron 
 Donna Wright 
12/11 Kevin Kosan 
 Alice Tollefson 
12/12 Brooke Hansen 
 Heather Mitchell 
 

12/13 Annette "Annie" Olsen 
 Mckenzie Sorensen 
12/14 Betty Gaertner 
 Cole Stelse 
12/15 Christa Fratantoni 
12/16 Roselie "Lee" Logan 
 Phoebe Rocklin 
 Hope Smith 
12/18 Ann Sells 
12/19 Patricia "Patty" Armstrong 
 Cherie Dunlap 
 Susan Lewis 
 Liam Newkirk 
12/21 Sherrie Hendren 

12/21 Anne Nicol 
12/22 Steven Chambliss 
12/23 Landry Boquist 
12/25 Paul Rasmussen 
12/26 Trudie Cogan 
12/28 Regina "Gina" Hansen 
 Joyce Yarbrough 
12/29 Jo Beth "Beth" Holguin 
 Grace Johnson 
 Maya Mitchell 
12/30 Joanne Carleton 
 Jill Cobb 
12/31 Toni Rhorer 

December Birthdays 

 
December 4th -11:30 Sunday Hudde in Youth House 

December 11th - 4:30 p.m. Youth Christmas Party at 
Youth House - Gift exchange; followed at 6 or 7 p.m. with 
Multi-Church Movie Night dinner/movie at Studio Movie 
Grill. ($20) 
December 18, 25, January 1- NO SUNDAY HUDDLE 

January 8th-11:30 Sunday Huddle in Youth House 

January 13th-16th - Mission trip to Mexico to build a 
house.  Deadline to sign up is November 15th. 

February 18th-20th - Conference-wide Youth Retreat at 
Mingus Mountain.  Deadline to sign up is November 15th 
also. 

 

(Monthly Prayer for Churches) 

We are encouraged to pray monthly for the churches  
and pastors of the Central East District of the  

Desert Southwest Conference.   
 

  For December:  
Gold Canyon UMC 

Maranatha UMF, Phoenix 
North Scottsdale UMC, Scottsdale 

Phoenix Native American Fellowship 

Would you recommend 
NSUMC? 

 

What do you love about our 
church? 

Have you felt the presence of God 
through a specific ministry, group 

or people? 

Will you share the answers to these questions by writing a 
review on Facebook or Yelp? Your review doesn’t need to 
be long – just a sentence or two. It will encourage people 
looking for a church to give us a try. So many people use 
these media that your experiences may encourage some-
one with no church experience to check us out further. 
This is 21st century evangelism. Go to Yelp at:  https://
www.yelp.com/biz/north-scottsdale-united-methodist-
church-scottsdale?hrid=V-sLoGBfSgH_nnFveRXX0g to 
write a review on Yelp and thank you! 

YOUTH SUNDAY 11/18: 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

  

 
 

1 
7:00p-Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

2 
6:15a-Men’s  
            Breakfast 
9:00-Card Ministry 
  @Janet Flournoy’s 
3:30p-Creative 
 Christians  
7:30p-Sister’s  
    Christmas 
    Catecism  

3 
9:00a-Piece  
        Makers 

 

 

4  
8:30 &10:00-Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:00-Advent Celebration 
11:30=Youth Group 
12:00-Fellowship Comm 
5:30p-UMW “Tin of Sin”-off site 

5 
10:00-Mon morn Bible Study 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:30p Monday Evening Book 

Study-Paradise Bakery 
7:00p Boy Scouts 
 

6 
10:00-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
7:00p NA 
8:00p AA  

7 
10:00-Women’s Bible  
          Study 
4:00-CYT 
6:00-Trustees Mtg 
7:00-Chancel Choir 

8 
12:30-New Day Circle 
7:00p-Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

9 
6:15a-Men’s  
            Breakfast 
3:30p-Creative 
            Christians 
Christmas Party 
@Janet Flournoy’s 
 

10 
 

11 
8:30 &10:00-Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:00-Membership Comm. 
11:30-Creative Christians Sing

-a-long 
5:00p-Youth Christmas Party 
 

12 
10:00-Mon Bible Study 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:30p Monday Evening Book 

Study-Paradise Bakery 
5:30p-UMW Ornament Ex-

change 
7:00p-Boy Scouts 
7:00p-Chancel Choir Cantata 
           Rehearsal 

13 
10:00-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Church & Society 
6:30p-Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
6:30p-Finance Comm. 
6:30p-Education Comm. 
7:00p-Missions Comm 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-AA 
 

14 
10:00-Women’s Bible  
          Study 
4:00p-CYT 
4:00p-UMW Serve at 

Watkins Center 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 
 
 

15 
12:30-Brown Bag 
                   Bookies 
3:00p-Prison Reform  
                    Ministry 
6:00p-Doubt Night 
      @Coffee Plantation 
7:00p-Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

16 
6:15a-Men’s  
            Breakfast 
3:30p-Creative 
            Christians 
6:30p-Spirit of the 
            Desert 

17 
9:00a-Piece 
             Makers 

18 
8:30 &10:00-Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:00-Cantata 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:30-Youth Group 
1:00p-Needle Arts 

19 
10:00-Mon Bible Study 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:30p Monday Evening Book 

Study-Paradise Bakery 
7:00p Boy Scouts 
 

20**NORTHWIND 
         DEADLINE 
10:00-Al-Anon 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-AA 

21 
10:00-Women’s Bible  
          Study 
6:00-SPRC Meets 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 
 
 

22 
7:00p-Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 
 
 

23 
6:15a-Men’s  
            Breakfast 
3:30p-Creative 
            Christians 
 
    

24 
4:00p-Christmas 
Eve Family Serv. 
7:00p-Christmas 
Eve Candelight 
Service 
11:00p-
Christmas Eve 
Communion 
Service 

25 
10:00 ONLY—Worship 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

26 OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00-Mon Bible Study 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:30p Monday Evening Book 

Study-Paradise Bakery 
7:00p Boy Scouts 
 

27OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Worship Comm. 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-AA 

28 
OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00-Women’s Bible  
          Study 
 

29OFFICE CLOSED 
7:00p-Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 

30 
OFFICE CLOSED 
6:15a-Men’s  
            Breakfast 
9:00-Card Ministry 
@Janet Flournoy’s 
3:30p-Creative 
            Christians 

31 

DECEMBER 2016 

**DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH’S 
NORTHWIND ARTICLES  

IS DECEMBER 20th 
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MISSION BUDGET  WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?  
This year the Church Council approved $8,620 for 
missions.  The Mission Commi ee allocated the 
money in three areas:  charity, leverage and social 
change.  Charity includes such things as the prison 
ministry, Christmas Angels and Watkins meals.  
Leverage is partnering with other organiza ons in the 
community like Wesley/Golden Gate, the Veteran’s 
Court, and the ICM Food and Clothing Bank.  Social 
change are programs like Trinity Opportunity 
Alliance.  Some of these areas/programs are 
dependent on contribu ons by each of us (Christmas 
Angels, Watkins meals, ICM Food and Clothing Bank).  
When you see reports of various ac vi es, know that 
these represent your contagious generosity!    
 
ARIZONA TAX CREDITS.   The State of Arizona 
provides an incredible incen ve for taxpayers to 
donate to certain qualifying organiza ons like Justa, 
UMOM and Wesley Community Center.  An 
individual can donate up to $400 and a couple filing 
jointly $800 and get it back when you file you 2016 
tax return.  There is a special tax credit for qualifying 
organiza ons serving foster children such as our 
parter Arizona Friends of Foster Children Founda on/
Keys to Success.  The dona on limit is $500 for an 
indivual and $1,000 for a couple filing jointly.  Of 
course, you should consult your tax advisor for 
specifics. 
 
FOOD AND CLOTHING DRIVE.   The food and clothing 
drive to benefit families receiving services through 
ICM Food and Clothing Bank was very successful!  We 
collected 894 pounds of food and 947 pounds of 
clothing Thanks to all of you who contributed! 
 
TRINITY OPPORTUNITY ALLIANCE.    NSUMC estab-
lished TOA to create a system that matches youth 
aging out of the foster care system with employ-
ment. Keys To Success (KTS) is a program of the Ari-
zona Friends of Foster Children Founda on, a prima-
ry youth serving partner of TOA.  Annually, KTS staff 

engages approximately 100 young people (ages 16-
24) to prepare them to secure and keep employment 
with TOA employer partners. The youth par cipants 
either have or are about to age out of the foster care 
system  
 
One offshoot of TOA is the “Launch Packages” for the 
foster youth who are par cipa ng in KTS.  You may 
recall that last year the NSUMC congrega on donat-
ed $9,500 during the 2015 Christmas Eve Services?  
We provided a grant to Arizona Friends of Foster 
Children Founda on to be used to assist the youth in 
preparing for job interview with clothes, shoes and 
services they need. This summer we increased the 
grant to $200 per youth. The ini al $100 is awarded 
when a youth is preparing for an interview. The final 
$100 is awarded when employment is secured to as-
sist with the purchase of job related clothes.  Anoth-
er form of encouragement for our young people.  
 
Thank you NSUMC members for your generosity and 
influence in making a difference in the lives of others 
in need.   
 
UMOM WATKINS DINNERS.  You have been doing a 
great job filling the freezer!  Keep up the good work.   
If you would like to serve a meal or donate food, 
contact Marilyn Gray at kumama@cox.net 
 

BOOKS FOR VETS.  We are s ll collec ng books and 
magazines for the VA.  As noted above, we are also 
collec ng books for the jail libraries.  Commi ee 
members will sort those appropriate for each so keep 
the books coming! 
 

NSUMC OPEN TABLE FAMILY.  A number of years 
ago, NSUMC par cipated in a program called Open 
Table.  The idea of Open Table is that a congrega on 
“adopt” a family that is homeless and surround them 
with resources, both concrete and advice, to move 
from homeless to economic independence.  The 
NSUMC team interviewed several families and select-
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ed the Ruiz family who were living at the UMOM 
homeless shelter in Phoenix.  The family consisted 
of Anita Ruiz (Mother), Raúl (Father), and 5 children 
including one child with au sm who had very lim-
ited ability to communicate and needed to use a 
special computer.  The Open Table team met with 
the family weekly and counselled the family on what 
they would need to know and do to be able to leave 
the shelter.  Through a generous dona on from the 
Lincoln family, a home was purchased to provide a 
rental home for them.  A car fund was established 
and a used Ford Explorer was purchased to accom-
modate the family.  Raúl obtained a job with a furni-
ture store loading furniture.  A er about a year he 
was promoted to a Driver.  Everything was progress-
ing along well.  Our team con nued to consult with 
the family.  A er about three years, Raúl was diag-
nosed with terminal cancer and died several months 
later, but not before Raul and Anita were married by 
the NSUMC pastor.  Our church, through the Mis-
sion Commi ee, helped with funeral expenses.  The 
Mission Commi ee also decided to set aside $100 a 
year for each child’s birthday and to remember each 
child on Christmas with an Angel on our Angel Trees.  
The oldest child, Analesia, graduated high school 
last year.  John Helbert and Rich Jensen are con nu-
ing to work with Analesia to help her establish a ca-
reer path for her future. The four other children are 
s ll at home with their mother.   The Mission Com-
mi ee has taken on several other projects in the last 
few years, but we regard the six people (now five) 
members of the Ruiz family as a con nuing example 
of how NSUMC can make a difference in people’s 
lives on a long-term, day-in and day-out basis.  The 
Mission Commi ee appreciates all of your support.  
 
PRISON REFORM MINISTRY 

Magazines and Paperbacks Needed!!  

Dona ons of magazines, paperbacks, old text books 
or educa onal books of any types are appreciated 
to forward to local book programs in prisons.  Place 
dona ons in the large bin in Fellowship Hall marked 
Prison Reform Ministry.   
Are you interested in learning more about issues 

concerning prisons and how to support those in 
prison?  Mathew 25:36 
 
In early 2017 NSUMC would like to sponsor several 
informa onal evenings to learn about he transform-
a ve work being done at Red Mountain UMC in the 
area of Prison Ministries.  They have developed a 
program that is looking at both sides of (1) ministries 
of mercy and (2) ministries of jus ce called Ma hew 
25:36 Prison Ministry, a faith community, building 
on the themes of grace, forgiveness, healing, re-
demp on, reconcilia on, hope, mercy and jus ce. 
Please contact Laura Brownfield lbrown-
field2@cox.net if you are interested in a ending in-
forma onal mee ngs in early 2017 that will discuss 
issues facing those in prison and working toward be-
ing produc ve ci zens. Discussion topics would 
range from: Build Rela onships, Develop Community 
Partnerships, Reduce Recidivism and Create Healthi-
er Communi es and Move Toward a More Just Soci-
ety. 
 
CHRISTMAS ANGELS.  It’s Christmas Angel me 
again.    We are excited to tell you that we will have 
about 220 children and youth available for you to 
share the joy of Christmas with.  The children come 
from the Golden Gate community and the foster 
care system but are living with extended family.  
There are also our 10 senior ladies from Wesley 
Community Center.  All gi s are due back to the 
church by mid-December. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Military Assis-
tance Mission (MAM) on Veteran’s Day. We raised 
$1,340.00 to help MAM provide financial and morale aid 
to current Arizona active duty military, their families and 
wounded warriors.  You can learn more about MAM at 
www.azmam.org . 



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

Terry@nsumc.com or  
cwright423@cox.net 
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MILESTONE MINISTRY UPDATE 
Our November Milestone ministry had our 3rd-5th 
grade Sunday School students learning about the 
23rd Psalm.  Their discov-
eries led to great con-
versa ons and fun learn-
ing.   The.  23rd Psalm is 
one of the most well-
known and o en-quoted 
psalms in the Bible. Its 
message of comfort and 
reassurance is welcome 
at any me in life.  Our 
Sunday School  students learned  
about  how  David  wrote about the  Lord  as his 
shepherd and about himself as the sheep. 
 

We celebrated this 3rd-5th grade Milestone on Sun-
day, Nov. 13th during the 10:00  a.m. service with 
the children and their Sunday School teachers. 
Thank you to Sunday School teachers, Elizabeth 
Smith and Jennifer Caplan, for leading these clas-
ses and suppor ng the children of our congrega-

on!!!  Great job to our students for crea ng the 
awesome video!  Special thank you to Nate Smith 
for sharing his video edi ng talents! 
 

Future Milestone dates include: 
Bap sm Anniversaries, church-wide 

 January 8th, 2017 
 

 Learning about Communion” for grades 1-2 

February 26th, 2017 
 

“Learning the Lord's Prayer 
for  Prekindergarten  and Kindergarten”  

March 26th, 2017 
 

Wesley's Quadrilateral Lessons for High School  

April 30th, 2017 
 

2nd Grade Bible Presenta ons,  
May 21st, 2017 

 
DECEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
Our teaching schedule changes a bit during Advent. 
 

Dec. 4th    
 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. – normal Sunday School  
 at both services  
 11:00 a.m. ADVENT CELEBRATION – Make and 
 take cra s, DIY Advent wreath and a light lunch! 
Dec. 11th    
 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. –  normal Sunday 
 School at both services 
 10:00 a.m. – YOUTH Load the Angel Tree Truck 
 PARTY! 
 11:00 a.m. – Crea ve Chris ans Sing A Long in 
 Fellowship Hall for all!  
Dec. 18th  
 8:30 a.m. in the kitchen –  normal Sunday School  
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School will be a One Room 
       Class in Fellowship Hall watching a movie so our 
       teachers can a end the Cantata in the Sanctuary. 
Dec. 25th  
 ONLY ONE service at 10:00  a.m. but NO SUN 
       DAY SCHOOL so our volunteer teaching staff can 
       have a well-deserved Sunday off with their own 
       families. 
Jan. 1st    
 ONLY ONE Service at 10:00 a.m.   We will begin 
 again on Sunday, January 3rd celebra ng Epipha
 ny and discussing those “oh, so” wise men! 
 
The Educa on Ministry team. would like to wish all 
of you a joy-filled, loved-filled and family-filled Ad-
vent season and a Merry CHRISTmas! 
 
SIDEWALK SUNDAY SCHOOL GIFT BAGS 
Thank you so much to all of the families and teachers 
who organized and filled gi  bags for the SIDEWALK 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DSW Conference Ministry.  Your 
gi s filled over two dozen bags.  Your generosity 
helped to make a less fortunate child a li ler happier 
this Advent season. 
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rela onships of Sidewalk are built. This is also where 
the Sidewalk Sunday School team learns about ex-
tended ministry opportuni es such as these Christ-
mas Gi  Bags.  
 
 

ADVENT CELEBRATION 
When we think of New Year's celebra ons, we usually 
think of party me. It's me to let the old year go. We 
an cipate the new year by making resolu ons, prom-
ising changes in behavior. 
 

As Chris ans, we celebrate the arrival of a new liturgi-
cal year differently. The new year that begins on the 
first Sunday of Advent is a quiet one. In the readings 
for the four Sundays of Advent, we remember the 

me when people waited in an cipa on for the com-
ing of the Christ Child. And while we know that the 
Messiah has come in Jesus Christ, and we have re-
membered His life, death, resurrec on and Ascension 
many mes, we can s ll reflect on and celebrate the 
newness of His coming once again. 
 

What is great about celebra ng the coming of Jesus 
with children is that they help us approach the season 
with fresh eyes and insight. They present us with a 
challenge and an opportunity. The challenge they 
present is the way they soak up the values of the cul-
ture that has had them an cipa ng Christmas since 
the beginning of November. The opportunity they 
present is that we can introduce them to the meless 
rituals celebra ng the coming of the Christ child that 
will add depth to their spiritual lives. h p://
www.loyolapress.com/celebra ng-advent-with-your-
family.htm . 
 

We would like to THANK our Educa on Commi ee 
for hos ng such a wonderful Advent Celebra on on 
December 4th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This 
event allows our friends and families to celebrate to-
gether the coming of the Christ child and create 
memorable ornaments and Advent wreaths that they 
can bring out every year.  This event has been a great 
NSUMC tradi on for nearly two decades!  Sharing 
fellowship at NSUMC is such a great way to share 
God’s grace with our church community as well as the 
greater community.  What an amazing way to pre-
pare for the birth of the Christ child! 
 
 

Here is some more informa on about the Sidewalk 
Sunday School ministry: 
The Sidewalk Ministry focuses on teaching urban 
children and their families the basic fundamentals of 
Chris anity: teaching empowerment through Christ 
to turn away from the nega ve community cycles 
that face them, and to turn their hearts, minds and 
ac ons toward a lifestyle that contains promise and 
hope for the future. 

 
The Sidewalk Ministry in its ideal model uses a box 
truck (i.e. 14' U-Haul, Pensky, Ryder, etc.), converted 
to be a portable pla orm church. The truck contains 
its own sound system, cupboards and counters for 
storage and work space, and everything needed to 
hold a resounding worship service on the streets. 
The volunteers travel to the same site(s) each week, 
spreading the Good News of the Risen Lord. Our mis-
sion is to help the unchurched children, youth, gang 
members, homeless people, family members and 
anyone else, hear that there is Someone who loves 
them, who wants and desires a personal rela onship 
with them, who considers them God's most precious 
child. The street worship is for those who have yet to 
hear, those who have already heard, and for those 
who need to hear again, the Name and Love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

This high energy weekly ministry includes music, dra-
ma, Bible object lessons and stories, games, prizes, 
prayers, promo ons and more! Each exci ng minute 
is packed with innova ve ministry approaches for 
communica ng the one central weekly Biblical 
theme. 
 

But Sidewalk doesn't stop at the worship service! All 
children and families are visited each week by their 
own personal visita on team. This is where the real 
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NSUMC Welcomes You!   

     Are you interested in learning about 
membership? 

 Plan to attend one of the informational 
orientations we have planned this year. 

Please RSVP to the church office either through email at 
office@nsumc.com or by phone at 480-948-0529. 

 January Orientation   Wed 1/18/17       Join 1/29/17 

 March Orientation   Wed 3/15/17 Join 3/26/17 

 July Orientation  Wed 7/12/17 Join 7/23/17 

 October Orientation   Wed 10/18/17 Join 10/29/17 

Do you love NSUMC and want to share all the 
wonderful things we offer? 

Welcome Desk help needed!!  Please call Laura 
Brownfield 602-576-5521 lbrownfield2@cox.net if 
you can spend 20 minutes before and after a service 
once a month!  

OUR KITCHEN REMODEL IS COMPLETED!!! 

 After many long hours of planning and hard work, 
the kitchen remodel has been completed!  And the re-
sult is truly AMAZING! 

 A HUGE Thank you to the Kitchen Committee: Ja-
net Lewis-Weaver (chairperson), Carey Johnson, Joyce 
Nolan, Susan Smith, Cindy Bryant, Dinah Bahlman, 
Sherry and Clyde Moore, Duane Church and Tom 
Weaver (please forgive if we have forgotten to name 
someone) for months of hard work, designing and su-
pervising the remodeling of our kitchen. Their thoughtful 
and dedicated work will bless our congregation and oth-
ers who use our campus for many years.  

We thank 
God for 
you!  

The kids are 
loving it!!! 

 

FELLOWSHIP HALL “FUN ZONE” 

 A HUGE Thank you to Terry Wright, Carey John-
son, Sherry & Clyde Moore, Barb Langham, Dick Car-
penter and Tom Weaver for designing and supervising 
the remodeling of Fellowship Hall. The children are al-
ready enjoying the new play space which allows them 
and their parents to develop relationships and grow 
friendships; Fellowship Hour has been enhanced by the 
beautiful serving and storage counter area, and we now 
have a very handy and accessible area to store our ta-
bles out of sight behind the new wall.  The AV area is 
also undergoing an update to enhance its use as well. 
Your hard work will bless so many of the coming years. 
We thank God for all of you!  

AMAZING WORK!!! 

 Along with the kudos to those in our church communi-
ty who made this all happen, we want to also give special 
thanks to the contractors who worked long and hard to 
facilitate the kitchen remodel and the Fellowship Hall ren-
ovation.  If you have an upcoming project that requires 
this type of expertise or know of someone who does, 
please consider these businesses as an option.  They are: 

Kitchen: Republic West Remodeling 
Byron McClurg, Project Manager 

 

Fellowship Hall: Finesse Construction 
Mike Bida, Project Manager 

 
We can highly recommend their work and professional-
ism. 



 

 

 United Methodist Women is a com-
munity of women whose purpose is to know God 
and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative support-
ive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the 
church. 
 Membership is open to any woman 
with the desire to belong, to support our PURPOSE 
and to participate in the global mission of the church 
through United Methodist Women.   
 For information on how you can join 
North Scottsdale UMW, contact Cindy Bryant, 480-
922-1145 or email cindybryant@cox.net.  

Opportunities for  
Service and Fellowship 

December UMW Events 

Friday,  December 2nd @ 9:00 
 Card Ministry at Janet Flournoy’s home 
                       Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436 
Sunday, December 4th @ 5:30 p.m. 
 “Tin of Sin” at Sherry Clark’s home 
Thursday,  December 8th @ 12:30 
 New Day Circle 
 Contact Grace Hansen @ 480-275-74762 
Monday,  December 12th @ 5:30 
 Ornament Exchange-Starfire Resort 
Wednesday,  December 14th  
 Serve dinner at Watkins Shelter  
 Contact Cheryl Vieth @ 602-867-7079 
Thursday,  December 15th @ 12:30 
 Brown Bag Bookies 
 Contact Joyce Nolan @602-690-8383 
Sunday, December 18th @ 1:00 
 Needle Arts 
 Contact Cherri Escobar @ 480-860-2746 
Friday, December 30th @ 9:00 
                       Card Ministry at Janet Flournoy’s home 
 Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436 
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2017 Dinners Out Schedule: 
 
List of Dinners Out for December, January, February, held 
on the 2nd Monday of the month at 5:30PM.  The cross 
streets are listed to assist with directions. 
 
December 12, 2016 Starfire Golf Club 
  Hayden & Cholla. 
January 9, 2017             Macaroni Grill                     
  Scottsdale Road & Golddust 
February 13, 2017        Mimi's Cafe                        
  Shea & 90th St. 
March 13, 2017           Macayo's                           

Tin of Sin  
 
This years UMW's Tin of Sin will be held at the home of Sher-
ry Clark on Sunday December 4th at 5:30.  Sherry's address 
is 9108 N. 100th Place, Scottsdale, 85258.  Please bring a 
pot luck dish to share as well as your Tin of Sin goody to ex-
change.  Sign ups will be in the Fellowship Hall after services 
or contact Sherry at 480-661-2986. 
 
Ornament Exchange 
 
Our annual UMW Dinner and Ornament Exchange will be 
held on Monday December 12th at 5:30 at Starfire Golf Club.  
The address is 11500 N. Hayden Road, Scottsdale, 85260.  It 
is located on Hayden and Cholla. Cost is $26 per person.  
Please bring 1 wrapped ornament for the exchange.  Sign 
ups will be in the Fellowship Hall after services or contact 
Cindy Bryant at 480-922-1145. 
 

 

DECEMBER EVENTS 

 December 9th Christmas gift projects 

 December 11th  Christmas sing-a-long 

 December 16t Field Trip to fire station  
   and police station 

 December 23rd Christmas party 

 December 30th Gingerbread houses 

CHRISTIANS 
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The 2017 Ethiopian Mission trip cancelled 
 
The mission trip to Ethiopia scheduled for March 

of 2017 has been cancelled. During the summer, groups 
of people began protesting some of the government’s 
practices. Some of those protests led to violence and the 
government established martial law for at least the next 6 
months. The political unrest is continuing to escalate and 
has made it unsafe for westerners. 

 
We ask that you pray 
for the children and 
staff of Hope for the 
Hopeless as they 
navigate these very 
difficult times. If you 
are a sponsor, please 
do not encourage 
your child to contact 
you through the inter-
net. The government 

has clamped down on internet use so the internet cafes 
are not safe. Please do continue your support for your 
child or if you haven’t sponsored a child, please consider 
it, they need our steadfast love and support in the midst of 
great uncertainty. When it is stable again and safe for us, 
we’ll schedule another trip. 

Four of NSUMC Youth have been cast in CYT's upcom-
ing production of Disney’s The 
Lion King, Jr! 

 

Disney's The Lion King has captivated the imagination 
of audiences around the world, and now CYT Phoenix 
brings it to life on the Mesa Arts Center stage! 

Please contact one of the families listed below if you 
would like discounted tickets at $14/ticket. The or-
ders must be received by Sunday, December 4th. 
Discounted tickets are exempt from any box office 
fees. 

Jennifer Caplan  
   caplan2873@yahoo.com   
Kristy Klobucar   
   kklobucar6@gmail.com or 202-302-1192 
Carmen Utecht  
   cutecht@me.com or 602-680-0489 
 
Additionally, there will be seating available for purchase, 
at a base price of $15/ticket, online at the Mesa Arts 
Center’s website.  

For more information about CYT, please visit our website 
at www.cytphoenix.org. 

 

Come and read through the Bible with us! 

 Beginning January 11, each week from 10:00-
11:30 AM, the Wednesday morning Bible study group 
will read through the Bible via The Story: The Bible as 
One Continuing Story of God and His People, by Max 
Lucado and Randy Frazee. 

 The Story is an abridged, chronological Bible that 
reads like a novel. There are no verse references, and 
Scripture segments are seamlessly woven together 
with transition text into a single grand narrative. For 
those intimidated or overwhelmed by the unabridged 
Bible, The Story helps people understand God’s Word 
more fully and engage with it more easily. 

 Simple, accessible, and easy to use, churches are 
finding The Story a powerful way to engage people in 
Bible reading like never before. As The Story brings 
the Bible to life, the broad scope of God’s message will 
penetrate hearts. People of all ages will be swept up in 
the story of God’s love and God’s plan for their lives. 

 From the foreword: “This book tells the grandest, 
most compelling story of all time: the story of a true 
God who loves his children, who established for them 
a way of salvation and provided a route to eternity. 
Each story in these 31 chapters reveals the God of 
grace – the God who speaks; the God who acts; the 
God who listens; the God whose love for his people 
culminated in his sacrifice of Jesus, his only Son, to 
atone for the sins of humanity.” 

 Each week’s lesson will consist of reading the Bi-
ble, reading from the study book, watching a DVD ses-
sion, and discussing the material with the group. Make 
your New Year resolution now to join us for The Story. 

 Explore The Story in greater detail at: 
www.thestory.com  



 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

11735 North Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254-5184 


