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Greetings Everyone! 
 

 Many are familiar with the quote, “The un-
examined life is not worth living,” that is at-
tributed to Socrates. In my never-ending quest 
of Biblical nerdery and desire to grow in my 
walk with Christ, I take this quote to heart to 
answer the question “What story in the Bible 
does my life look the most like right now?” 
Sometimes these musings lead to me chuck-
ling at myself for ridiculous thoughts. Some-
times they lead me to what would probably 
border on heresy. However, when it is at its 
best I am lead to something that is often eye 
opening and meaningful. Reflecting on the 
change in my life and the experiences I have 
had over the past couple of months, there is 
one story that keeps coming to mind. In the 
Book of Genesis (Chapter 18:1-15) Abraham, 
and his household, entertain three guests 
whom are passing by with the best of what 
they have to offer. Nothing is spared to make 
these guests feel at home. One could easily 
say that the very definition of hospitality itself is 
presented within this story. 
 

 I will also say that within this story is where 
I see myself. Over the past couple of months 
numerous people have called me their guest 
and at every turn I have felt as if nothing was 
spared in their hospitality. It has been a hum-
bling experience and wonderful for my spiritual 
health because it has put me in the position of 
receiving when my natural preference is to be 
giving. I have had no choice but to step out-
side my comfort zone and let people care 

about me. Thank you for being a part of this 
outpouring of hospitality on my behalf. It means 
the world to me.  
 

 At the end of this story Abraham and Sara 
are left with a promise from these representa-
tives of God. This promise is that they would be 
graced with an addition to their house and I feel 
that we have a similar promise moving forward. 
Through God’s grace we will live examined 
lives of worth, we will move forward in our walk 
with Christ together, we will grow as a commu-
nity in faith and discipleship, and we will be a 
beacon of love and hope to those we meet 
along the way. I look forward to all of this as we 
get to know each other more and more. 
 

Many Blessings and much love, 

 

 

Monthly Prayer for Churches 

We are encouraged to pray monthly for the churches  
and pastors of the Central East District of the  

Desert Southwest Conference.   

 

For August: 

Primera Iglesia Unida Methodista, Phoenix 
Scottsdale UMC 

Song of Life UMC, Queen Creek 
Song of Life UMC, San Tan 
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#MyChoice – The Results are In! 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the #MyChoice sermon 
survey. We had 86 people responding and here is what the majority of you 
chose for the sermon on August 13, 2017.  

The sermon topic will be Science and Faith - What does the United 
Methodist Church have to say?   

Rev. Nancy and Pastor Stuart will be preaching the sermon in a 
dialogue exchanging thoughts and ideas, and it will include a video ex-
ample.  

Some of the categories were close so every vote was important. We 
hope you enjoy having some input on a sermon. We consider all the re-
sponses. We learn what interests you and your responses help us choose 
future sermon topics and elements. Come on August 13th and hear what you 
have helped create! 

Care Corner changes 

 At a recent Worship Committee meeting, changes were recommended 
with regard to the Care Corner in the Reminder each week.  Our Corner has 
grown so much in size due to the current and continuous prayer requests 
being submitted each week, that it has become necessary to make the font 
so small in order to include all of them that it is becoming difficult to 
read.   Presently, requests remain in the Corner for 4 weeks and some have 
remained on the list indefinitely.  Beginning August 1st, you are most wel-
come to submit your prayer requests on a weekly basis and they will appear 
in the Care Corner the following weekend.   If you want to repeat your re-
quest weekly, you certainly can do that, but you will need to re-submit them 
each week.  We hope this will make the Care Corner easier to use and en-
courage our prayer for each other. 

Lay Servant Ministry Classes 
by East/West District | August 2017 

The August Lay Servant Ministry classes will be hosted by Sedona United Methodist 
Church on August 25-26. Registration deadline August 21.  Click here to register 
 
Courses Offered 
 Basic Course – Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries – an introductory course designed to 
equip new church leaders and renew current leaders in the UMC. 
  

 Aging and Ministry in the 21st Century – this is a practical guide for building ministry for 
older adults. 
 

Each Course Fee – $30 (Participants are responsible for purchasing and reading the 
text in advance of the course).  
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 We hope your summer is going well and that you’ve 
been able to get away for a little bit from the heat that 
comes with this time of year here.  We are staying cool 
inside and it’s been quiet but we’re beginning to see 
things pick up as we get ready for August and all the 
church activities that will begin again. With summer 
comes air conditioning and with that, sometimes AC re-
pair so there has been a bit of that here at the 
church….also wind and rain and with that some broken 
branches, limbs down and debris everywhere….you 
guessed it….Tom has been busy and doing a good job 
staying on top of all that.   

 Candace has been working with the conversion of 
our church database software from Fellowship One to F1
-Go….a very big project indeed!  As with anything like 
this, it is not without its glitches and she’s doing a great 
job in educating us and helping everyone learn to use it.   

 As for me, Barbara, I am doing my best to keep up 
with Candace & Tom….we all enjoyed working with Pas-
tor Leah in her interim role as Associate Pastor earlier in 
the summer, and now we are thoroughly enjoying getting 
to know Pastor Stuart and helping him get settled in.  It 
is, indeed, a very busy place around here.  Brad Smith 
was responsible for the donation of a new conference 
table and chairs in the library (thanks, Brad!) and Sarah 
& Pastor Stuart have been very busy putting the old con-
ference tables to use in the makeover of the Junior/
Senior High classrooms to begin the new year.  Lots and 
lots going on, that’s for sure! 

 As we reflect on our first year here in the office, we 
each have been touched by the kindness and generosity 
of  so many of you, the membership.  The expression “it 
takes a village” is certainly true at NSUMC and what a 
wonderful “village” it is!  It has been great getting to know 
you and make new friendships….please let us know 
whenever we can be of help or if there’s something that 
needs attention…..God’s blessings! 

 
 

 

 

 
 NSUMC has been a partner with DUET 
(formerly ViCap) for many years. This terrific 
program assists homebound persons with some basic 
services to allow them to remain in their own homes 
as long as possible.  
 

 Services are free and are provided by screened, 
trained volunteers.  
 

 DUET also has a great program providing support 
for grandparents raising grandchildren. 
 

 NSUMC sponsors periodic volunteer orientations 
at our church, and there are many other volunteer ori-
entations located around the Valley throughout the 
year.  
 

 To get more information on volunteering or on 
services provided, check out duetaz.org, or call our 
DUET liaison, Denise Brasile, at 602-741-5339. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-NA 
7:00p-Musical Rehearsal 
8:00p-AA 

2 
6:00p-Board of  
                       Trustees 

3 
7:00p-Adult Children  
               of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Musical  
               Rehearsal 

4 
YOUTH TURN- 
    AROUND TRIP TO 

SIX FLAGS 

5 
YOUTH TURN- 
    AROUND TRIP 

TO SIX 
FLAGS 

6 YOUTH TOURN-

AROUND TRIP  
                      RETURNS 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
8:45a-Creativity Studio 
10:00a-Sunday Schools 
10:00a-Sunday School 

Teacher Meeting 

7 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-Musical Rehearsal 
7:00p-Boy Scouts Troop 109-

Court of Honor 
 

8  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Finance Committee 
6:30p-Missions Committee 
7:00p-NA 
7:00p-Musical Rehearsal 
7:30p-Church Council 
8:00p-AA  

9 
4:00p-UMW Serves at 
         UMOM Shelter 

10 
7:00p-Musical  
               Rehearsal 
7:00p-Adult Children  
               of Alcoholics 
 
 

11 
10:00-Cards for  
                     Outreach 
3:00-AA Workshop 

12 
8:00a- 
      AA Workshop 

13 BLESSING OF 
     THE BACKPACKS  
          MILESTONE 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
8:45a-Creativity Studio 
9:30a-Angelix Choir Begins 
10:00a-Childrens’ Choirs 
10:00a-Sunday Schools 
(1st Day of 2017-18 Sunday 
                      School Year) 
(10:00a-Chancel Choir 

Returns) 

14  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-Musical Rehearsal 
7:00p-Boy Scouts Troop 109 
 

15 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-NA 
7:00p-Musical Rehearsal 
8:00p-AA 

16 
6:00p-SPRC Meeting 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

Practice Begins 
 

17 
6:00p-Sterling Place 
7:00p-Adult Children  
                of Alcoholics 
 

18 19 
 

20*NORTHWIND 
             ARTICLE  
            DEADLINE 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
8:45a-Creativity Studio 
9:30a-Angelix Choir  
10:00a-Childrens’ Choirs 
10:00a-Sunday Schools 
1:00p-Needle Arts 

21 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
5:30p-Monday Evening  

Book Study 
7:00p-Musical Rehearsal 
7:00p-Boy Scouts Troop 109 
 
 

22  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
6:30-Worship Committee 
7:00p-NA 
7:00p-Musical Rehearsal 
8:00p-AA 

23 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 
 

24 
7:00p-Adult Children  
                of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

Practice Begins 
7:00p-Musical  
                   Rehearsal 
 
 

25 
9:00a-Card Ministry 

@Janet 
Flournoy’s 

26 
 

27 UMW SUNDAY 
8:30 &10:00a-Worship 
8:45a-Creativity Studio 
9:30a-Angelix Choir  
10:00a-Childrens’ Choirs 
10:00a-Sunday Schools 

28  
10:00a-Al-Anon 
5:30p-Monday Evening  

Book Study 
7:00p-Musical Rehearsal 
7:00p-Boy Scouts Troop 109 
 

29 
10:00a-Al-Anon 
7:00p-NA 
7:00p-Musical Rehearsal 
8:00p-AA 

30 
6:00p-Girl Scout Leader 

Meeting 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

31 
6:30p-Girl Scout  Leader 

CPR Training 
7:00p-Adult Children  
                of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

  

*DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER’S 
NORTHWIND ARTICLES  

IS AUGUST 20th 
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1  Emily Gerberding 
1  Mazhar Badani 
2  Denise Brasile 
2  Benjamin Bachus 
3  Laura Bridwell 
3  John Helbert 
3  Richard Langham 
4  Jeanne Staron 
5  Eric Stanton 
6  Annika Weaver 
8  Claudia Day 
9  Jo Adams 
9  Susie Marcanio 
9  Hallie Adams 
9  Douglas Bender 
10  Madeline Weaver 
10  Karissa Ma 
10  Hannah Gerald 
11  David Stockdell 
11  Alexandra Stockdell 

11  Kelly Stockdell 
11  Carson Weaver 
11  Cate Kindler 
12  Donald Lane 
12  Cherryl Bub 
13  Vali Whipple 
14  Lindy Mayled 
15  Kris n Tadano 
15  Jennifer McAfee 
15  Richard Jensen 
16  Barbara Cogan 
16  Aus n Brueckner 
17  Robert Hammann 
17  Emilie Duncan 
18  Delora Bridwell 
18  John Dall 
18  Nora Walker 
19  Ryan Miller 
20  Carmen Utecht 
21  Jeri Quadlin 

21  Morgan Johnson 
23  Michael Marcanio 
23  Brad Weaver 
23  Clyde Moore 
23  Erwin Whitney 
24  Annie Gildner 
24  Barbara Langham 
24  Samantha Bi nger 
25  Susan Smith 
25  Robert Harden 
25  Alexander Albright 
26  Adrienne Snodgrass 
26  Van Flournoy 
28  Jeffrey Leicht 
29  Yukiko Tadano 
29  George Cushman 
29  Todd Wight 
29  Donna Catalfio 
30  Sherry Moore 
31  Lee Peterson 

May you have a day filled with God’s blessings! 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 7  

                    Halle Women’s Center 
               Move-In Day 

THANK YOU! 
 On Monday, July 17th, we began moving our homeless women (+/- 
130) from the Watkins Street Shelter into their new home at UMOM’s 
Halle Women’s Center.  As I watched several of our women de-
part the UMOM bus, I was struck by the number of physically handi-
capped or at least physically limited women that we serve.  It caused 
me to recall the horrible daily routine that they were put through when 
we had to drop them off each morning at the Human Services Cam-
pus and leave them standing all day until we were able to return and 
bring them back to Watkins for the night.  No longer do we have to 
uproot our women on a daily basis.  So many simple things that you 
and I take for granted, are enormous struggles for these women.   

 Standing outside of one of the resident rooms when a woman first saw her new accommodations, it was so cool to 
see her stop on the threshold and simply say, “WOW”.  Again, what we view as “normal” is anything but normal to 
these women.  This morning while visiting the Center, I noticed women sitting together outside under our large awning 
enjoying a cup of coffee and the early morning weather.  I wonder when was the last time that they were able to simp-
ly sit and enjoy one another’s company?   

 So many of you have provided UMOM with funding and in-kind donations to make all of this possible.  I wish that I 
could visit with each and every one of you to say thank you.  You’ve done a really, really good thing and I believe that 
God has a smile on His face today.  What an incredible blessing!  THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH! 
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GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, ACOLYTES, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

@UGUST 2017 
August 6th: 
8:30 Greeters: TBD 
  Ushers: Chris Moore, Jane Pearson  
 Liturgist:  Perry Sells 
 

10:00   Greeters:   Patty Hastings, Nancy Hansen  
    Art & Janet Endres  
 Ushers: Wavalee McArtor, Kevin Kosan  
   Cindy Miaso, Bob Sandblom  
 Liturgist: Dick Carpenter  
 Acolytes:  Alyse Hansen, Aubrey Quadlin  
    

Fellowship Hour Host:  MISSIONS COMMITTEE  

Communion Serving:   MISSIONS COMMITTEE  
   
August 13th:   
8:30 Greeters: TBD 
  Ushers: Don New, Joanne Battershall  
 Liturgist:  Don New 
 

10:00   Greeters:   George & Eleanor Griffiths  
 Ushers: Gary Vieth, Rich Jensen 
   Donna Mariner, Bob Sandblom  
 Liturgist: Tom Weaver  
 Acolytes:  Jordan Stanton, Cole Stanton  
    

Fellowship Hour Host: SPRC 

 

August 20th:  
8:30 Greeters: Betty Hosmer 
  Ushers: Chris Moore 
 Liturgist:  Joanne Battershall 
 

10:00   Greeters:   Charlene Prince  
    Dick & MaryAnn Gayle  
 Ushers: Gary Vieth, Rich Jensen 
   Donna Mariner, Bob Sandblom 
   Lee & Jacki Anderson  
 Liturgist: Dick Langham  
 Acolytes:  Kate Bachus, Jerome Sudhakar  
    

Fellowship Hour Host:   STEWARDSHIP/CHURCH & SOCIETY 

 
August 27th: 
8:30 Greeters: TBD 
  Ushers: Barb Cogan, Chris Moore  
 Liturgist:  Jane Pearson 
 

10:00   Greeters:   John & Jean Doede  
    Fred & Polly Ann Smith  
 Ushers: Ogbonna Abarikwu, Sherry Clark 
   Emilie Duncan, Johnny Ware  
 Liturgist: Mufazzal Badani  
 Acolytes:  Adam Wight, Abby Wight  
    

Fellowship Hour Host: UMW 

Sound Board Crew:**  
 David McBride, Elizabeth Williams, 
 Kent Sanderson, Sherry Moore,  
 Tim Stumpp 
 

**Sound Board Crew is eager to have some additional 
help. If you are interested, please contact one of them or 
call the office for more information.   
It is a much needed ministry and not as difficult as you 
might think!  If you would just like to fill in when the regu-
lars are on vacation, there is a great need for that as 
well!  Please contact Sherry Moore if you are interested. 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir 
 Darin Read 
Organist/Handbell Choirs  
 Donna Marie Hartley 
Children & Youth Choirs  
 Kim Montana 

Acolyte Coordinator  
                   Kirsty Klobucar 

Usher/Greeter/Liturgist Coordinator 
         Bob Sandblom—480-560-0933  
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 USHERS NEEDED:  We are in need of 
usher help. The 8:30 service especially is in need of 
ushers. No previous experience is necessary. If you are 
able to donate an hour of your time at either 
the 8:30 or 10:00 service once a month, once a quarter, 
or once a year please contact Bob Sandblom at 
bobsandblom@gmail.com or the church office at  
480-948-0529 or office@nsumc.com 



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

terry@nsumc.com 
cwright423@cox.net  
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WHAT’S YOUR  
SUPER POWER? 

 

 

What’s your superpower?  
 

-Storytelling 
-Cooking 

-DIY crafts 
Nurturing children 

-Sharing science experiments 
-Leading games 

-Relating movies to scriptures 
-Sharing your love of God and the Bible with youth 

 

All of these gifts can be shared with the children and 
youth of our community.  All of these talents will help 
nurture and educate our next generation.  Sharing all of 
these skills would engage and motivate learning in a 
classroom. 
 

You are invited to share these superpowers with the 
children and youth of our church.  We have two oppor-
tunities every Sunday.  At our 8:30am service you are 
allowed use any of your talents to teach the daily scrip-
ture.  At our 10am service we need storytellers to pre-
sent the scripture, and teachers to present a creative 
expression of that story. 
 

We supply the curriculum, materials and many friendly 
and helpful co-teachers to create a successful atmos-
phere.  You can teach just twice a month because you 
will share the schedule with another volunteer.  

If you would like more information, join us on August 
6th at 10am in room #11 and/or contact Terry Wright 
any Sunday morning (in the Education Office in the 
East Wing next to Room No. 11) or email her at  
terry@nsumc.com.  
 

 

Thank you SUMMER Sunday 
School Teachers! 

 

NSUMC is so incredibly blessed to have such an amaz-
ing congregation!  Many of you stepped up to teach sum-
mer Sunday School!  You have been a great blessing to 
our church, families and children!  The school year Sun-
day School teachers thank you, too!  
 
If you see one of these wonderful people in the hallway, 
please extend a warm thank you for their dedication to 
the children of our congregation.  You are invited to join 
them, too!  Just ask them how much fun it is! 
 
Susan Smith  
Cathy Sherry 
Barb Rodriguez 
Tawana Parker 
Bev Blew 
Emily Tadano 
Len Smith & Family 
Joyce Nolan 
Nancy Sanderson 
Julie Tissaw 
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Richelle Hopkins 
Nancy Walter 
Barbie Orcutt 
Morgan Weaver 
Marlys Rogers  
John Allen 
Leah Bergstrom 
Lindsey Vieth 
Kristin Vieth 
Diana Ralston 
Sue Thompson 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MEETING 
August 6th from 10:00-11:00 a.m.  

in room #11 (next to the education office). 
 

Dear NSUMC Teachers/Substitutes of children /youth,  nursery staff 
AND those considering teaching Sunday School, 
 

 Welcome back to another exciting year of Sunday School!Thank 
you for an amazing 2016-17 year!  You were all fabulous, as usual, but 
additionally you all did a wonderful job with the Milestone presentations 
and supporting classroom lessons!  This was such a wonderful gift to 
our congregation and children!  Thank YOU! 
 

 Here are the potential 2017-18 Teacher Assignments: 
 

 Cooking thru the Bible:   Elizabeth Smith, Tom George, Susan 
                                                    Smith, need one more teacher             

 2 year olds:                                     Barb Cogan, Jessica Daniels,  
                                   need two more teachers 

 Pre-K and K:                                Janet Flournoy, Olivia Johnson,  
                                   need two more teachers 

 1st-2nd grade:                             Laurie Bieller, Richelle Hopkins 

 3rd-5th grade:     Bev Blew, Jennifer Caplan 

 6-8th grade:                                            Mary and Dave Hinnant, 
                                      need one more teacher 

 9th-12th grade:                            Sarah Cushman,  Brian Bieller,  
                                   need two more teachers 

 Godly Play teachers:                Carol Chamberlin, Carol Adams,  
         Donna Phelps, Janet Flournoy, Barb Rodriguez, Terry Wright,  
                                                             need two more storytellers 

Substitute teachers:       more adults are needed for our Sunday 
                       school teachers for family trips or unexpected events. 

At this meeting, we will discuss: 
- Highlights for the new NSUMC Sunday School year 
- Milestones and related curriculum 
- Godly Play curriculum map 
- Updates on YOUTH & CREATIVE CHRISTIANS 
- and have refreshments! 

 

CONSIDERING TEACHING???... This meeting will be a great op-
portunity to hear about our activities and curriculum. Fellowship 
is an added bonus! Come join us! Any questions please email 
Terry at terry@nsumc.com. 
 

⸎⸎ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2017-18 SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017-2018  

Mark your calendars because our first day of full Sunday School 
              will be on August 13th.  

 

Creative Studio, 8:30-9:30 a.m. will meet in the kitchen — Children 
ages 3-12 will make snacks, complete an experiment or hear a drama 
story that is related to scripture passages. The snacks are yummy to 
eat and so fun to make.  The science experiments are oh-so cool.  
The drama stories are very engaging!  Please join our fabulous teach-
ers as they cook, experiment and dramatically present their way 
through the Bible.    
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL & GODLY PLAY, 10:00-11:00 a.m. — Sunday 
School is for children and youth ages 2 through grade 12. Ages 2-5 
will meet in the North Wing; grades 1-5 will meet in the East Wing; 
middle school (grades 6-8th) will meet in room #12 and high school 
students will meet in room #13. 
 
Sunday School for ages 2 through 12 will begin immediately following 
Children's Moments (this occurs about 10 minutes into the service). 
Children are asked to sit with their parents through Children's Mo-
ments and then proceed to their respective classrooms. Parents may 
walk their children to class if that is more comfortable for the family. 
  
Youth (this includes middle school and high school students) are to go 
directly to class at 10:00 a.m. They do not begin in the sanctuary.  The 
1st Sunday of every month there is no Sunday School.  They join their 
families for worship and communion. 

 

We look forward to another fun-filled  
and blessed year! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS”  
MILESTONE 

Sunday, August 13th, 2017 --- 10:00am  
 

 Blessing of the Backpacks is our first milestone of the school 
year.  NSUMC would like to send children back to school with a bag 
tag and a blessing!  For those that are not sending student off to 
school, we welcome your donation of a NEW backpack to be blessed 
and distributed to Vista del Camino. 
  

 Please bring the backpacks to church on Sunday August 14th to 
have both the child and their backpack blessed in our 10:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. 
 

 These backpacks are a constant companion as they go about 
their school day. It is a comfort to have a blessing placed on these 
bags.  After the blessing each teacher and child will receive a bag tag 
to add to their backpack.  The tags stand as a visual reminder of 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 7  
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ARE YOU A BARGAIN SHOPPER???   
 
If you are a bargain shopper, the Education Committee would 
greatly appreciate it if you would consider shopping and donating 
some school supplies to the NSUMC classrooms.  This time of year 
shoppers can buy: 
 
 glue (both liquid and stick),  
-crayons,  
-reams of copy paper, 
-magic markers 
Clorox wipes 
Black Dry erase markers  
Staples and staplers 
and tape for pennies (literally).   
 
 If you are a great bargain shopper, our Sunday School chil-
dren would tremendously benefit from your shopping talents.   
 
 Please bring all donations to the education office and thank 
you in advance for your support of our children!!!  

God’s presence in their daily lives.   
 

 f you are not a teacher or student, you can still be a blessing to 
other children by purchasing a NEW backpack and bringing it to the 
church August 13th. The new backpacks will be blessed, tagged and 
distributed to Vista del Camino.  Vista del Camino is a recreational 
facility in south Scottsdale (7700 E. Roosevelt St Scottsdale, AZ 
85257) that offers after school care, clothing, food and school supplies 
to less fortunate children. 
 

⸎⸎ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“Speaking Christian”  

Adult Sunday Book Study 
8:30am beginning Sept. 24th 

 
NEW ADULT Sunday Morning Class begins  

September 24 at 8:30 am. The class is open to all 
adults ages 18+ and it is free to attend. The class 

will meet weekly in the bridal room which is located 
in the church lobby. 

 
The study will use the book, Speaking Christian, by Dr. 
Marcus Borg. It is an excellent study because Borg looks 
at all the fundamental aspects of theology. Chapter head-
ings are: Salvation, The Bible, God, God’s Character, 
Jesus, The Death of Jesus, Easter, Faith, Mercy, Right-
eousness, Sin, Forgiveness, John 3:16, Born Again, I Am 
the Only Way, Pentecost, Heaven. Not only does Borg 
look at these basics of the faith he does so by re-
examining them, looking back at the meaning of the 
words in their original languages. The book also reviews 
what these theologies were in their earliest expressions, 
and how they have been changed over the years and 
how today’s interpretations are often not even close to 
their original meanings. It is a scholarly study of the ba-
sics of the faith. You may join the class at any time (it 
doesn’t matter if you miss a class or begin after the first 
class). 
 
This class will be a great way to begin your Sunday morn-
ing and will still leave you time to attend the 10:00 am 
worship service. The class will be led by the Rev. Dr. 
George Cushman. Rev. Cushman is a retired Methodist 
pastor with over 40 years of amazing service to thou-

sands of people. NSUMC is so blessed to have him at-
tending the church now that he has retired. If you have 
any questions about the class please call the church of-
fice and ask for  
Pastor George. 
 
North Scottsdale United Methodist Church celebrates the 
love of God through Christ by having two services on 
Sunday (8:30 am and 10:00 am) plus Sunday school 
classes for children and youth. Other children and youth 
activities include; children’s choir, youth band, volleyball, 
mission trips, small groups, festivals, carnivals and youth 
groups. N.S.U.M.C. also offers adult Bible studies, men 
and women’s groups, choirs, retreats, holiday events, 
turn-around trips, mission trips and more.  
 
If you are interested in additional information about 
N.S.U.M.C. or any of these events, please call the church 
office at (480) 948-0529, check out their websites http://
www.nsumc.com/ http://www.nsumckids.info/https://
www.facebook.com/NorthScottsdaleUMC , https://
www.pinterest.com/nscottsdaleumc or visit them at 11735 
North Scottsdale Road (just south of Cactus Road), 
Scottsdale, 85254. 
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Would you like to recommend 
NSUMC? 

 

What do you love about our 
church? 

Have you felt the presence of God 
through a specific ministry, group 

or people? 

Will you share the answers to these questions by writing a 
review on Facebook or Yelp? Your review doesn’t need to 
be long – just a sentence or two. It will encourage people 
looking for a church to give us a try. So many people use 
these media that your experiences may encourage some-
one with no church experience to check us out further. 
This is 21st century evangelism. Go to Yelp at:  https://
www.yelp.com/biz/north-scottsdale-united-methodist-
church-scottsdale?hrid=V-sLoGBfSgH_nnFveRXX0g to 
write a review on Yelp and thank you! 
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NSUMC Welcomes You!   

     Are you interested in learning about 
membership? 

 Plan to attend the next informational 
orientation we have planned this year. 

Please RSVP to the church office either through email at 
office@nsumc.com or by phone at 480-948-0529. 

 October Orientation   Wed 10/18/17 Join 10/29/17 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF 
NSUMC, OR LEARNING MORE ABOUT MEMBER-
SHIP?? The next New Member Orientation Meeting is 
Wednesday, October 18th.  This will be an opportunity to 
meet and ask questions of some of our staff and pastors 
and to learn more about membership.   

CONTACT TERRI MAJOR AT tmajor421@gmail.com to 
let her know you would be interested in coming to the  
next orientation.  She’ll be happy to answer any questions 
you may have about the process. 

  Jeffrey and Deborah have lived in 6 states 
(Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, Kansas, and Ari-
zona). Jeffrey is in property management. He started 
as a buyer in department stores, then building and 
renovating shopping centers. Deborah has worked in 
retail and more recently as a Mayo Clinic volunteer 
and AZ Hospice volunteer in grief counseling. Jeffrey 
and Deborah have two daughters. 
 

 Jackie works at Humana as patient care coor-
dinator for patients with rheumatoid arthritis, demen-
tia, and Multiple Sclerosis. Jackie was born in Ohio, 
moved to Kansas (attended Kansas State Universi-
ty), then moved to the Chicago area, and now has 
lived in Arizona for two years.  
 

 The Leichts enjoy traveling together, Jackie 
and Jeffrey enjoy SCUBA diving (Deborah sticks to 
snorkeling). They also enjoy college football (K-
State), hiking, gardening, and music. 
  

 The Leicht family felt welcomed by NSUMC, 
and it feels like their new church home.   

 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations and Welcome 
to the newest members of our NSUMC 
family: 

Deborah Leicht 
Jeff Leicht 

Jackie Leicht 
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UMOM WATKINS DINNERS:  GREAT NEWS!!!!   

UMOM New Day Centers has opened a new center.  The Arizona 
nonprofit, which is the state's largest provider of shelter and ser-
vices to homeless people, dedicated the new Halle Women's Cen-
ter on Tuesday, June 20.  The center is opening in the former 
Guiding Star Hotel at 3424 E. Van Buren St., which was originally 
built in 1957. It was most recently occupied by Native American 
Connections and is located across the street from UMOM's cam-
pus.  The new center will replace the Watkins Emergency Shelter, 
where 120 to 140 women slept on cots in a single large room, and 
were not allowed to stay on site and had to go to the Human Ser-
vices Campus from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. every day.   With the Halle 
Women's Center, there will be 48 units with two to three beds 
each and a shared bathroom serving 130 women, and the women 
can come and go as they please, meaning they can meet with 
their housing case managers, increasing their access to wellness 
and employment programs at the main campus.  As of this date 
our meal service will continue so we appreciate your donations of 
food and service.  If you are interested in seeing the new site and 
volunteering to serve dinner, contact Marilyn Gray at kuma-
ma@cox.net or Rich Jensen at richardwjensen@yahoo.com. 

 
WESLEY/GOLDENGATE READING PROGRAM   

 
This year’s VBS project 
was to collect books for 
the Golden Gate Chil-

dren’s Reading Program.  
Over 250 books were donat-
ed.  A HUGE THANKS TO 
EVERYONE WHO DONAT-
ED!   
 

 

BOOKS FOR VETS.  We are still collecting books and 
magazines for the VA.  We are also collecting books 
for the jail libraries.  Committee members will sort 
those appropriate for each so keep the books coming! 

 

ICM FOOD AND CLOTHING DRIVE.  While our 
semi-annual clothing drive is over, we still collect emp-

ty medicine containers.  ICM fills them with laundry 
soap, shampoo, dish soap, etc.   Bring your empty 
containers to the Mission table. 

DONATE GLASSES.  How many pairs of glasses 
do you have stuck in the back of a drawer?  Pull them 
out and bring them to the Mission Table.  They will be 
donated to the Lions Vision Program in honor of David 
Walter.  
 

 
2018 Ethiopia  
Mission Trip  

with a Safari option 
 

NSUMC has partnered with Hope for the Hopeless to 
rescue abandoned or orphaned 
street children in Ethiopia. The 
ministry rescues the children from 
the streets, rehabilitates them, 
reconnects them to school and a 
family or family-like community 
and restores their hope. A team 

from NSUMC saw 
firsthand the im-
pact of this ministry and worked with the children 
offering a Day Clinic.  
Pastor Nancy will be leading another mission trip to 
Ethiopia next March. The 10 day trip will begin on 
March 5, 2018 and will work with local staff at Hope 
for the Hopeless and include a visit to cultural sites 
in Ethiopia. There will be an optional 7 day exten-

sion to take a photo safari in Tanzania. The mission trip will be 
tailored to the participants’ interests. The cultural sites included in 

the trip are the sacred cities 
of Lalibela and Axum, Ethio-
pia. Laura and Royce 
Brownfield are happy to 
share their experiences 
from their trip in 2016. If 
you are interested in this 
trip, please contact Pastor 
Nancy or come to an inter-
est meeting after church 
on September 24, 2017 at 

11:30 a.m. in room 11. 
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Opportunities for  
Service and Fellowship 

August 2017 UMW Events 

• Cards for Outreach will meet on  
Friday, August 11th—10:00  

Cards will be sent to prison inmates and retired 
missionaries. 
  

• Serve dinner at Halle Women’s Center  
                          (formerly Watkins Shelter)     

Wednesday,  August 9th – 4:00 
 

• Lunch out with Pastor Stuart  
      Thursday August 10th—12 noon at Macayo's 
If you would like to attend, call 602-900-5512 or email 
me at cindybryant@cox.net. 
 

• Card Ministry at Janet Flournoy’s home. 

Friday, August 25th –                 
Contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436  

 

UMW Sunday — August 27th 

 

1st UMW Organizational Meeting  
Sunday, September 17th  

at 11:15 a.m.  Lunch 
will be provided by the UMW Board.  

Brown Bag Bookies—On summer break 
Needle Arts—Begins on August 20th 
New Day Circle—On summer break 
Dinners Out—On summer break 
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     United Methodist Women is a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God and to expe-
rience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship 
and to expand concepts of mission through partici-
pation in the global ministries of the church. 
     Membership is open to any woman with the de-
sire to belong, to support our PURPOSE and to par-
ticipate in the global mission of the church through 
United Methodist Women.   
     For information on how you can join North 
Scottsdale UMW, contact Cindy Bryant, 480-922-
1145 or email cindybryant@cox.net.  

Easy ways to support North Scottsdale  
United Methodist Women  

that don’t cost you extra money: 
 

• The Fry’s Community Rewards Program at 
www.FrysCommunityRewards.com—Group 
number  84462 

 

 Mission Basket:  Donate travel size toiletries and 
other small personal care items for Watkins 
Shelter and Wesley Community Center.   

 Watkins Women’s Shelter:  Place recently read 
magazines, address labels removed, in the cabi-
nets marked for Watkins in Fellowship Hall.   

 Volunteer to help serve or provide food for the 
women at Watkins. We serve there once a 
month. The next dinner will be on July .  Drop off 
frozen vegetables or hamburger patties at the 
church, in the designated freezer in the kitchen. 

 

Many thanks to all who participated and 
helped NSUMC host the Mission U for  

Central East and Central West Districts on  
Friday, July 28, and Saturday, July 29.   

Great job everyone!   
 

THANK YOU FROM THE DESERT SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE: 
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”TURN AROUND TRIP” TO SIX FLAGS 
MAGIC MOUNTAIN !!! 
 
The August Turn Around Trip to Six Flags is happening 
on August 4-6.  PVUMC will be hosting the entire group 
before departure early Saturday morning (1:00 am) and 
sleeping areas on Sunday (1:00 am) when we return. All 
churches are invited to join PVUMC for breakfast and 
their 8am worship service on Sunday, August 6th.  We 
will head back to NSUMC afterwards to meet parents for 
the 10am worship service.  

The schedule is as follows: 
 
Friday, August 4, 2017 
10pm – Meet at PVUMC for activities, fellowship activi-
ties, etc. 
  
Saturday, August 5, 2017 
1am – Depart PVUMC for Six Flags Magic Mountain 
9am – Arrive at Six Flags Magic Mountain 
12pm – Lunch 
6:30pm – Depart Six Flags Magic Mountain 
  
Sunday, August 6, 2017 
1am – Arrive at PVUMC 
7am – Breakfast provided for all groups 
8am – Attend worship at PVUMC 
9:30am – Depart for NSUMC! 

YOUTH 
HAPPENINGS: 

Choirs Resume in August 
Come Join Us!  
 

 All of our choirs will resume 
rehearsals in August! Children’s 
choirs (ages 3- grade 5) re-
hearse during 10:00 Sunday 
School.  The youth choir, An-
geliX (grades 6 – 12), meets on 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the 
choir room and the adult Chancel Choir rehearses on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.   
 

 If you and/or your kids love to sing I welcome you to 
come check out one of our vocal ensembles.   
 

 If you are not a singer, perhaps playing in the Hand Bell 
choir is a good opportunity for 
you? Our adult Hand Bell choir 
rehearses on Thursday eve-
nings at 7:00 p.m.  The only 
requirement to join the bell 
choir is that you read music.  

 

 I look forward to another exciting year of music ministry 
at NSUMC! I encourage you to “take the leap” if you have 
been considering serving and sharing your talents by joining 
one of our choirs.   
 

Start dates/times Fall 2017: 
 

Chancel Choir –  
 Sunday, August 13 at 9:30 a.m. (meet in choir room) 
 First rehearsal August 16 at 7:00 p.m.  
Cherub Choir and Kids of Grace –  
 Sunday, August 13 during Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 
AngeliX Youth Choir –  
 Sunday, August 13 at 9:30 a.m. (education wing) 
Hand Bell Choir –  
 Thursday, August 25 at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room 
 

 If you have any questions or would like additional infor-
mation on any of our music groups, please contact one of 
our music staff at the email listed below: 
 

Darin Read, Director of Music and Chancel Choir  
 – darin@nsumc.com  
Donna Marie Hartley, Organist and Hand Bell Choir Director 
 – donna.marie@cox.net 
Kim Montana, Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs  
 – kmontana1000@gmail.com 
 

Blessings,   
Darin Read, Director of Music 

 If you are interested in helping with our Youth pro-
gram (Grades 6 through 12), please let us know.  
We’re looking ahead to a G-R-E-A-T year of activities 
and fun while learning together what we can do to 
make this world a kinder and better place.  If you have 
any questions and/or suggestions, please contact Jr/Sr 
High Youth Leader, Sarah Cushman, at  
scaitlyn22@gmail.com or Pastor Stuart at  
pastorstuart@nsumc.com. Come…..share your energy 
and ideas with us! 

Youth Program 
Volunteers 
Welcome  
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Hey Friends!  

   I wanted to check 
in and give you a 
brief update on the 
Orontes Project.  

Things are continuing 
to move forward as 

we discover how best to meet the spiritual needs of a new 
generation of adults. More than anything else right now, 
we are learning and listening, allowing the stories of this 
growing group of adults to teach us how we can best sup-
port them in finding life’s purpose. 

 We have had initial success with our growth groups. 
These are groups designed around a specific area of per-
sonal growth that people have found interest in. Right now 
we have three groups running weekly, with a fourth one 
scheduled to begin meeting by the end of the month. Eve-
rything from discussions about faith to doubt and from 
interpersonal relationships to Stoicism are taking place. 
These groups meet on different nights and different ven-
ues all over the city. It is incredibly encouraging to see 
such meaningful experiences being developed within 
these gatherings. 

 We have launched the research wing of our project, 
and we look forward to the coming months as we learn 
more about how we can best engage and meet the needs 
of those looking to connect with something bigger than 
themselves. 

We are grateful for our partnership with the respected 
market research firm Lieberman Research Worldwide, 

Hope Drop 
Did you miss the Hope Drop? 
You can still participate! 
Pastor Nancy shared in her 
sermon “Ordinary Heroes 
have Hope” about a San Die-
go woman, Sharon Wasser, 
who leaves cards with words 
of encouragement at random 
places around her city. As a 

person who was hopeless at one point in her life, she 
knows how important a word of encouragement can 
be. This is a wonderful way to spread seeds of love 
and hope giving the Holy Spirit the opportunity to 
lead the right person to a word of hope. If you have-
n’t already done it, Pastor Nancy invites you to do a 
Hope Drop and be part of the seeds of hope we are 
spreading through our community. Here is how you 
do it:  

and we have had excellent initial interactions with them as 
we await the initial research results. 

 I want to share this story with you as it is becoming 
something we are beginning to hear with some regularity. 
We have enjoyed the participation of a number of people 
who might consider themselves to be non-religious, as 
well as some who have rejected traditional expressions of 
Christianity. One young man has started to come to one of 
our groups who is one of the latter. Having grown up in the 
church, he expressed to me that he can no longer see 
himself being a part of what he sees as an institution with 
“too much baggage”. The group that he has been attend-
ing with Orontes, however, is one that gives him the space 
to explore his spiritual nature, and discover some of the 
greater challenges of living in community alongside the 
Divine. He is even beginning to invite some of his friends 
to the group now! 

 I encourage you to keep up with the Orontes Project 
through our email updates, our website, our Facebook 
page, or consider helping the project with a financial gift. 

 -Subscribe to the newsletter: http://eepurl.com/cT4sgT 

 -Our Facebook page:  
       https://www.facebook.com/TheOrontesProject/ 

 -Our website: http://orontes.me 

 -Our giving portal:  http://orontes.me/support 
 
Thank you for your continued support and prayers. 
 

David Wasson 

 
Find a blank card or get a Hope card from the 

church office.  
Address the envelope to: Hello. If you find this 

card, it belongs to you. Go ahead, open it.                
Pray. Then write some words of encouragement 

on the card.  
Sign it “Hope Sent” and put on the bottom 

#HopeSent and put it in the envelope.  
Place it somewhere where someone else will find 

it. Tape it to a light pole or tree, leave it on a 
grocery shelf, leave it on a public bathroom 
counter, anywhere that is public. And leave it 
knowing the Holy Spirit will do the rest.  

Learn more about Hope Drops at “Inspiring America: 
Woman’s Anonymous Notes Bring Hope to 
Strangers.” http://www.nbcnews.com/feature/
inspiring-america or on the Hope Sent Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/pg/HopeSent.   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

11735 North Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254-5184 


