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                  Jurisdictional Conference Worship at NSUMC 
Many thanks to the following dedicated people of North Scottsdale UMC who provided Extravagant 
Hospitality for the Bishops, Bishop Candidates, delegates, and staff attending the Western Juris-
dictional Conference.  They enabled us to graciously host 220+ persons for dinner, dessert, and 
the Memorial Worship Service on Wednesday July 13.  Volunteers also served at the convention 
hotel.  Blessings on all who made this warm welcome possible.  It was amazing!   -Bob Bergstrom 

What a Year! 
By Rev. Nancy Cushman 
 

It has been quite a year for me. At Annual Conference last year, I was endorsed for bishop which means the 
Conference thought I had the gifts and graces to be a bishop. This literal “vote of confidence” put me on a journey I 
would have never taken on my own. I intentionally attended a training last November for pastors throughout our 
Western Jurisdiction. I volunteered at General Conference in May and served as an Alternate Delegate to the Juris-
dictional Conference that would vote for the next bishop. And I led our own Annual Conference in my role as Confer-
ence Secretary! I will be able to teach and preach about our Methodist structure with first-hand knowledge now.  

In June, I was not selected as the nominee for bishop; my best friend Dottie Escobedo Frank received the 
nomination. In truth, I was relieved and happy to return to NSUMC as your Senior Pastor. I am so thankful God 
chose my “Plan A” for me! I do believe though, that God used this experience to open my eyes to our larger church 
and to deepen relationships across the denomination.  I have learned and experienced so much that I’d like to share 
with you. In last month’s Northwind, I shared with you my experiences at General Conference. I would like to share a 
little about the Jurisdictional Conference this month. 

Jurisdictional Conference happens once every four years immediately following the global gathering of Gen-
eral Conference. The United States is divided into 5 regional areas called Jurisdictions.  We are part of the Western 
Jurisdiction which includes Arizona, Alaska, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington, Wyoming. The main purpose of the Jurisdictional Conference is to elect new bishops and appoint the 
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Jurisdiction’s bishops to their areas for the next four years and to elect people for the 
general church boards and agencies. This may sound very dry but it was a deeply 
spiritual experience! As an alternate delegate, I got to witness and experience the 
conference in-depth.  

We had worship each day. NSUMC hosted the Jurisdictional Memorial Ser-
vice the first day of the Conference. I want to personally thank Bob Bergstrom for 
organizing our hospitality and Sherry Moore for coordinating with the worship team 
on the service. And I want to thank all of you who volunteered to give these special 
visitors a warm welcome and all of you who volunteered to help with the service. 
Thank you to the staff who offered a warm welcome and cooperative spirit as well.  I 
received so many comments and compliments about our extravagant hospitality. We 
truly welcomed with the spirit of Christ. The final worship was the Consecration ser-
vice for our newest bishop. I’d like to thank our choir members who joined the mass 
choir for the service. It was a joyous and reverent service that ended with our new-
est bishop, Bishop Karen Oliveto leading us in a jubilant hymn “Somos el cuerpo de 
Cristo” (“We are the body of Christ.”)   

I would like to talk about the selection process and selection of Bishop Ka-
ren. This historic selection came with a great deal of prayer and discernment. Bishop 
Karen Oliveto is the first openly gay bishop in the United Methodist Church. She is 
married to Robin who is a deacon and in the medical field. Let me be very clear- 
Bishop Karen was not elected because she is gay. From the very beginning all the 
delegates I talked to and heard said that they wanted to choose the best qualified 
candidate without regard to their sexual orientation, race, gender, etc. Every candi-
date was interviewed in front of the entire body and each delegation was able to 
have private time with any candidate they requested so they could ask questions to 
determine who they thought would be the best bishop. It became clear quickly that 
some people were not being called to the position this time. As they realized they 
did not get many votes, they would withdraw. This was a very emotional and some-
times painful act for the candidates. The delegations of that person would surround 
them as they withdrew offering their love and support and the entire body would 
pray for them. It became clear that 2 people were getting the most votes. Time was 
taken to pray before every vote and to help with the discernment process. I was 
amazed at the grace and spirit of the election. I had always heard it was a very politi-
cal backbiting process, but that was not what I experienced at all. It was truly a pro-
cess of discernment of the body. After 16 ballots, it became clear that Bishop Karen 
would be elected; she only needed about 3 votes for election and she would receive 
those votes.  The final two candidates decided to withdraw and Karen Oliveto was 
elected bishop with 88 votes yes and 0 no and 0 abstaining. There were probably 8 
people who just chose not to vote. Her qualifications are impressive. She is a life-
long Methodist who was mentored by her childhood pastor. She has served several 
churches mostly recently as Senior Pastor of Glide Memorial UMC, the largest 
church in the West with over 10,000 members. She has a deep commitment to jus-
tice and a genuine spirit of love for people. I would be happy to have her as my bish-
op (after Bishop Bob retires, of course.) 

I know that this election has brought joy to some and pain to others includ-
ing to people in our congregation. I want to stress again that she was not elected to 
“make a statement” or whatever else you might read in various press releases; she 
was elected because she was the best qualified to hold the office. We are not of one 
mind as a church when it comes to human sexuality. The question that is before us 
as a denomination is “can we live out our Wesleyan call to think and let think?” Can 
we agree on the essential, that Jesus Christ is Lord and disagree on the non-
essentials (fill in the blank on most of the issues we fight about). Can we 
acknowledge and honor the faith of people who think differently than we do? John 
Wesley asked, “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not 
be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion?” He answered for his day- yes 
we can, but now the question is laid before us. Though we cannot think alike, may 
we not love alike? My hope and prayer is that we can. There are many many leaders 
of the UMC who are praying and working toward that end. Our world desperately 
needs the witness of this kind of community where conservative and progressive, 
where people of every political party can gather under the banner of Christ to love 
alike as his disciples. I pray that we give it to them.  

 

If you would like to talk about this more, please let me know.  
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Yes…..the kitchen re-model is under way!!! So exciting (and noisy and dusty and crazy)….but it is go-
ing to be so awesome!!!  Needless to say, there is lots of activity going on! 
           
 Boy oh boy….has it been HOT!!!  Hope you have been able to get away to some-
place cool for a little while at least.  And keep drinking that water!! 
           
 Just a reminder that Giving Statements from January to June 2016 are now 
available at the Welcome table on Sundays before and after church services as well as in 
the office on weekdays from 9:00-3:00.  We encourage you to come by and pick your’s 
up.   
 
  
     Please check the Lost and Found Box in the office….many items have ap-
peared there as areas are being cleaned out in connection with the kitchen remod-
el.   All items will be donated if not claimed by August 15th so stop in and see if 
anything belongs to you.  Items include: reading glasses, towels left from VBS, 
jewelry,  water bottles, etc.  Come in and take a look…. 

  
 
 Don’t forget the opportunity to commemorate a special event or remember some-
one special by donating flowers for Worship on Sundays.  There is a calendar outside Fel-
lowship Hall near the office where you can sign up, along with envelopes to put your dona-
tion in.  If the office is closed, just slide your donation envelope under the door. 

   

 THANK YOU!!!!  We are so grateful for those who lend a hand behind the scenes ….. 
Thanks to our Bulletin and Reminder “folders”, Dee Plecas and Maureen Haggarty for doing this each 
week.   As summer ends and attendance increases, additional hands are always helpful, or to fill in 
when one of them isn’t able to come.  If you would like to volunteer and help Dee and Maureen on a 
Thursday afternoon, please let us know in the office.  Thanks to Joyce Carpenter who has taken over 
the reigns of Monday morning straightening of the sanctuary from Jane Ackerman.  Joyce would very 
much like to share this task with someone else and perhaps do alternate weeks, so please let us know 
if you could help.  It takes an hour or so on Monday mornings to straighten the pews, collect the prayer 
requests from the prayer wall for the Pastors and sort the weekly attendance registration forms in the 
office.  It is a quick and easy task.  If you would like to volunteer your time and talents in either of these 
areas, please contact us at office@nsumc.com for more information. 

  
 Special thoughts and prayers go out to those in our church family who are hurting, emotionally 
and/or physically, and/or have lost someone close to them during this past month.  We wish you com-
fort, peace and healing love in the days ahead. 

 
 We’re happy to help in any way we can, so please let us know when you have a question or a 
concern, or a need for help or prayer, or a talent you would like to share.   

   Candace         Barbara 
    Tom 
 
Check the website frequently at  

www.nsumc.com for all the most current, updated news and event information.   
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100 is Not Always an Ace 

Our congregation is part of Duet, a 
nonprofit that helps isolated elders 
and adults with disabling condi-
tions remain living in their own 
homes.  That is possible through 
caring volunteers from our faith 
community and other congrega-
tions throughout the Valley.  How-
ever, our network of care recently 
topped a sad milestone.  Over 100 
“neighbors” are currently waiting 

for caring Duet volunteers to 
simply visit, assist with grocery 
shopping or rides to medical 
appointments, or provide in-
home computer lessons.  
Please share your compassion 
and become a volunteer!  You 
choose the time, place, and 
type of service.  Visit 
www.duetaz.org for volunteer 
orientations details, or call 602-
274-5022.   Thank you for re-
placing the wait list with abun-
dant joy! 

Help for Grandfamilies 

Are you raising your grandchild, or 
do you know someone who is?  
Duet invites “grandfamilies” to 
participate in support groups, fami-
ly activities (such as to Sunsplash 
on August 6th, a Movie Night on 
August 26th, or a Childsplay per-
formance on September 11th, 
respite, benefit counseling, and 
legal guidance.  For details, con-
tact Duet at 602-274-5022 or visit 
www.duetaz.org. 

August 7th 
8:30 Greeters:  John & Jane Dahlin 
  Ushers:  Barb Cogan, Jane Pearson 
 Liturgist:  Perry Sells  
 

10:00   Greeters:  Evelyn Nightingale  
 Ushers: Sherry Clark, Donna Mariner 
  Emilie Duncan, Bob Sandblom 
  Gary Vieth   
 Liturgist:   Anne Nicol 
 

Fellowship Hour Host:    Fellowship Committee 
 
August 14th 
8:30  Greeters:  Ron & Marilyn Bailey 
 Ushers:  Chris Moore, Don New  
  Liturgist: Jo Steig 
  

10:00 Greeters: Kirsty Klobucar 

   Ushers: Cindy Miaso, Kevin Kosan  
  Gary Vieth, Rich Jensen  
 Liturgist: Winston Vineyard   
 

Fellowship Hour Host: Membership Committee 
 
 

August 21st 
8:30 Greeters: Ron & Marilyn Bailey 
 Ushers: Don New, Evelyn Nightingale   
 Liturgist: Marilyn Gray 
  

10:00 Greeters: George & Eleanor Griffiths 
   Kirsty Klobucar  
 Ushers: Cindy Miaso, Kevin Kosan 
   Rich Jensen, Wavalee McArtor  
 Liturgist: Mufazzal Badani  
 

Fellowship Hour Host:  Missions Committee  
 
August 28th 
8:30 Greeters:  John & Jane Dahlin 
  Ushers:  Chris Moore, Jane Pearson 
 Liturgist:  Don New  
 

10:00   Greeters:  Patty Hastings, Betty Gaertner 
  George & Eleanor Griffiths  
 Ushers: Art & Janet Endres 
  John & Roxie Helbert 
  Bob Sandblom  
 Liturgist:   Ogbonna Abarikwu 
 

Fellowship Hour Host:    Staff Parish Council (SPRC) 

@ugust 2016 

          

GREETERS, USHERS, LITURGISTS, MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

Sound Board Crew:**  
 David McBride, Elizabeth Williams, 
 Kent Sanderson, Sherry Moore,  
 Tim Stumpp 
 
**Sound Board Crew is eager to have some additional 
help. If you are interested, please contact one of them or 
call the office for more information.  It is a much needed 
ministry and not as difficult as you might think!  If you 
would just like to fill in when the regulars are on vacation, 
there is a great need for that as well!  Please contact 
Sherry Moore if you are interested. 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir 
 Darin Read 
Organist/Handbell Choirs  
 Donna Marie Hartley 
Children & Youth Choirs  
 Kim Montana 
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Mission trip to Ethiopia being planned 
for 2017 

 
DATES March 6-15, 2017 with an extension availa-
ble for a safari in Tanzania from March 16-23, 2017 
WHERE: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia with a tour of the 
sacred cities of Lalibela and Axum, Ethiopia. The ex-
tension is a safari to Lake Manyara National Park, 
Serengeti National Park, and the Ngoorongoro Crater 
in Tanzania.  
PURPOSE: To work with and become an ambassa-
dor for Hope for the Hopeless, a ministry that rescues, 
rehabilitates, and reconnects street children to a safe 
loving family environment in Ethiopia, and to learn 
about Ethiopia 
APPROXIMATE COST:  $2,900 includes airfare be-
tween Phoenix-Addis, meals, transportation, tours 
while in Ethiopia. The safari extension is an additional 
amount about $2,700 which includes all safari fees, a 
guide, hotels, meals, airfare. 
If you are interested in more information, please con-
tact Pastor Nancy or the church office.  

 If you haven't attended before it would be a delight to 
have you join us! 

 There is always a need for prayer. We send prayers 
through snail mail. 

 No experience required except a prayerful heart and a 
desire to learn something new while making new 
friends.  

 If interested, contact Janet Flournoy @ 480-650-6436.    

CARD MINISTRY 

9 to 11 a.m. on the last Friday 
of every month at Janet 
Flournoy’s home. 

2 hours at the Feed My Starving Children event – 
665 boxes packed, 143,640 meals, 393 children 
will be fed for a year = thank you to all who came 
and packed.  Plus everyone got to rock the hair 
net! 

What an outstanding representation of our NSUMC 
community of giving!!! 
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1 Mazhar Badani 
 Emily Gerberding 
2 Benjamin "Ben" Bachus 
 Denise Brasile 
 Amanda Sherry 
 3 Laura Bridwell 
 John Helbert 
 Richard "Dick" Langham 
 Brian Sims 
4 Jeanne Staron 
5 Eric Stanton 
6 Amanda "Mandy" Rodriguez 
7  Avery Utecht 
9 Hallie Adams 
 Jo Adams 
 Douglas Bender 
  Stephanie Higgins 
 Susie Marcanio 
 Raymond West 
10 Hannah Gerald 
  

10 Karissa Ma 
 Alexandra McDaniel 
11 Alexandra "Ali" Stockdell 
 David "Nick" Stockdell 
  Kelly Stockdell 
 Carson Weaver 
12 Cerryl Bub 
 Donald "Don" Lane 
13 Laura "Jane" Duncan 
14 Alden Gray 
15 Richard "Rich" Jensen 
 Jennifer McAfee 
16  Barbara "Barb" Cogan 
  Margaret "Maggie" Lewis 
17 Emilie Duncan 
 Robert Hammann 
18  Delora Bridwell 
 John Dall 
 Nora Walker 
19 Ward McDaniel 
20 Carmen Utecht 

23 Clyde Moore 
 Brad Weaver 
 Erwin Whitney 
24 Annie Gildner 
 Barbara Langham 
25 Alexander Albright 
 Robert "Bobby" Harden 
 Susan Smith 
26 Van Flournoy 
 Adrienne "Adrie" Snodgrass 
28 Maxine Grandy 
29  Scott Battershall 
  Donna Catalfio 
  George Cushman 
  Yukiko "Yuki" Tadano 
 Todd Wight 
30 James "Jim" Hill 
 Sherry Moore 
31 Lee Peterson 
 Alena Sanderson 

August BIRTHDAYS 

Hello all, 

My name is Kirsty 
Klobucar, usually known 
or referred to as Juliette's 
mom. 
 
I am writing you all to let 
you know that I have hap-
pily accepted the role of 

Acolyte Group Leader at NSUMC. 
 
On Saturday August 6th, we will be having a training/
refresher session from 11am - 12pm. I would like to invite 
all current and any new children interested in taking part in 

the acolyte program to attend. The training will be led by 
our senior acolytes. They will show the new and younger 
members how the process works. 
 
Please respond to this email (at kklobucar6@gmail.com)   if 
you'll be joining us and include the names of your child/
children. This will help me compile a group listing to work 
with.  
 
I am looking forward to working with your children for this 
important part of our worship services. 
 
Blessings, 

Kirsty Klobucar 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
9:00-Mars Hill 
10:00-Al-Anon 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

2 
9:00-Mars Hill 
10:00-Al-Anon 
7:00p NA 
8:00p AA 

3 
9:00-Mars Hill 
6:00p-Trustees 

4 
7:00p-Adult Children 

of Alcoholics 

5 6 
9:00-Piece Makers 
11:00-Acolyte  
               Training 

7 
8:30 &10:00- 
           Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:00-Sunday School 
              Teachers Mtg 
10:20-Sunday School 
11:30-Youth Group 
12:00-Fellowship 
           Committee 
 

8 
9:00-Mars Hill 
10:00-Al-Anon 
1:00p-Mars Hill 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

9 
9:00-Mars Hill 
10:00-Al-Anon 
1:00p-Mars Hill 
6:30p-Church & 

Society 
6:30p-Finance 
7:00p-Missions 
7:00p NA 
8:00p AA 

10 
9:00-Mars Hill 
1:00p-Mars Hill 

11 
9:00-Mars Hill 
1:00p-Mars Hill 
7:00p-Adult Children 

of Alcoholics 

12 
9:00-Mars Hill 
1:00p-Mars Hill 

13 
4:00-Sons of Italy 

14 
8:30 &10:00- 
           Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
9:30-Chancel Choir  
                       Resumes 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:30-Youth Group 

15 
8:00a-Election Day 
 Brd Worker Training 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:00p-Mars Hill 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

16 
10:00-Al-Anon 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-AA 

17 
6:00p-SPRC  
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

18 
8:00a-Election Day 
 Brd Worker Training 
7:00p-Adult Children 

of Alcoholics 

19 20 ** 
NORTHWIND 
         DEADLINE 
10:00-Piece Makers 

21 
8:30 &10:00- 
           Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:30-Youth Group 

22 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:00p-Mars Hill 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

23 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:00p-Staff Mtg. 
6:30p-Worship Com 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-AA 

24 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

 

 

25 
8:00a-Election Day 
 Brd Worker Training 
7:00p-Adult Children 

of Alcoholics 
7:00p-Handbell Choir 

26 
9:00-Card Ministry 
    

27 

28  UMW SUNDAY 

8:30 &10:00- 
           Worship 
8:30-Creativity Studio 
10:20-Sunday School 
10:30-Cherub Choir and 
                Kids of Grace  
11:00-AngeliX Choir 
11:30-Youth Group 

29 
10:00-Al-Anon 
5:00p-Mars Hill 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

30 
5:00a-Election Day 
10:00-Al-Anon 
6:30p-Carolyn 

Eynon Singers 
7:00p-NA 
8:00p-AA 

31 
4:00p-CYT 
7:00p-Chancel Choir 

   

AUGUST 2016 

**DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH’S 
NORTHWIND ARTICLES  

IS AUGUST 20TH 
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MISSION BUDGET OR  
WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?      
 This year the Church Council authorized $8,620 
for missions.  The Mission Committee allocated the money 
in three areas:  charity, leverage and social change.  Char-
ity includes such things as the prison ministry, Christmas 
Angels and Watkins meals.  Leverage is partnering with 
other organizations in the community like Wesley/Golden 
Gate, the Veteran’s Court, and the ICM Food and Clothing 
Bank.  Social change are programs like Trinity Opportunity 
Alliance.  Some of these areas/programs are dependent 
on contributions by each of us (Christmas Angels, Watkins 
meals, ICM Food and Clothing Bank).  When you see 
reports of various activities, know that these represent your 
contagious generosity!    
 
TRINITY OPPORTUNITY ALLIANCE 
 We are excited to report that TOA has received 
three grants in the past month.  The first is a grant of 
$24,675 from the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust to 
develop the training modules for employers!  We have also 
received $2,400 from an offering at the Annual 
Conference.  Finally, we have received a grant from the 
Los Arcos United Methodist Building Corporation of 
$355,000 to support the expansion of the program.  We 
are truly blessed.  
 
 In addition to the amazing financial support TOA 
has received, we have also entered into a partnership with 
ASU Center for Child Well Being.  Staff and student interns 
will be working with us on various TOA projects. 
 
Finally, a story from our tutoring volunteer, Jo Steig. 
 
 "One year ago Patty was 19 and frustrated due to 
her lack of success on the math portion of the GED. After 3 
attempts, she was no closer to her goal of running her own 
child care facility. Today Patty is enrolled at Mesa 
Community College and fall 2016 will begin work on her 
associate’s degree in Early Childhood Development. What 
made the difference was a partnership between the Trinity 
Opportunity Alliance and Keys to Success that pairs a 
volunteer math coach with a foster youth who is struggling 
with math. The math coach was able to provide guidance 
and encouragement and Patty did all of the work. The 
partnership will continue to support Patty and other foster 
youth at MCC by helping to develop steps-to-success 
programs and by providing advisement and support as 
they navigate through required math courses." 
Check out the web site for all the news: www.toaaz.org.  
 
 
 
 

UMOM WATKINS DINNERS    
 You have been doing a great job filling the freezer!  
Keep up the good work.  Remember homeless women are 
still here even when we take a vacation!  If you would like 
to serve a meal or donate food, contact Marilyn Gray at 
kumama@cox.net 
 
BOOKS FOR VETS   
 We are still collecting books and magazines for the 
VA.  As noted above, we are also collecting books for the 
jail libraries.  Committee members will sort those appropri-
ate for each so keep the books coming! 
 
OFFERING HOPE IN AN UNEXPECTED FORUM: 
PHOENIX VETERANS COURT 
 Every Thursday and Friday in the City of Phoenix 
Veterans Court, I get to work with veterans involved in the 
criminal justice system in the City of Phoenix.  In this court, 
veterans are given a better chance of reintegrating and 
becoming the successful, contributing members of their 
communities that they once were by addressing the under-
lying issues that brought them into the system.   The City 
of Phoenix Veterans Court is a problem-solving Court fo-
cusing on evidence-based “best practices and procedures” 
to provide long-term solutions to resolve issues facing vet-
erans in the criminal justice system.  This non-adversarial 
setting has prosecutors, defense attorneys, the judge, the 
Veterans Administration (VA), mental health agencies, em-
ployment coordinators, and volunteers all working in 
unison to help the veterans.  It is unlike any other court 
and in no other arena do you see all sides working for one 
common goal of helping our veterans.  
 
 Approximately 40 percent and up to over half of all 
Iraq and Afghanistan veterans are returning with mental 
health issues.  Veterans are taking their lives nationally at 
a rate of 22 veterans each day. Along with the psychologi-
cal problems that may face veterans, many become home-
less due to their underlying issues and the difficulties of 
reintegrating into civilian life and their communities.  The 
court also plays an important role in suicide prevention by 
quickly assessing veterans’ mental health needs and plac-
ing them in appropriate treatment.  
 
 Since August of 2012 Phoenix Veterans Court has 
worked with approximately 2000 defendants who served in 
the United States Armed Forces who are experiencing 
treatable behavioral issues such as post-traumatic stress 
(PTS), traumatic brain injury (TBI), anger management, 
domestic violence, or substance and alcohol abuse while 
also addressing issues such as homelessness.   
 
 

(see next page) 
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OFFERING HOPE IN AN UNEXPECTED FORUM: PHOENIX VETERANS’ COURT (CONTINUED) 

being successful.  In fact, some veterans have been suc-
cessful in getting upgrades to their status or have been 
able to get a VA review that allows them to seek treat-
ment through the VA.  Each step gained helps build suc-
cess for the veteran. 
 
 There is nothing like watching a veteran graduate at 
the end of their time in Veterans Court.  Most veterans will 
spend six months to 18 months in treatment in the court.  
When a veteran comes to us homeless and feeling help-
less, everyone feels the joy of success when that veteran 
leaves our court having been housed and getting ready to 
leave court to go back to their job that they started as a 
result of working with our court.  Veterans Court is per-
sonal and each veteran has their own personal path. 
 
 Many of us go to work and do what is required of 
us.  Veterans Court is a rare opportunity for those of us 
that get to be a part of it to bring our faith into the work we 
do on a daily basis.  We see God work, and we see peo-
ple who have lost their way become human again.  They 
begin to value themselves again and that leads to their 
value in their community growing, and we all gain that 
same value. 
 

 Phoenix Veterans Court depends on the support 
of community resources including The Arizona Veterans 
Hall of Fame Society (AVHFS), the Arizona Veterans 
Mentor Project (AVMP), and North Scottsdale United 
Methodist Church (NSUMC).  NSUMC specifically has 
provided clothing for veterans to go back to work, jump 
drives to veterans for storing their important documents, 
and hygiene and food bags for homeless veterans.  All 
three groups provide bus passes so veterans without 
transportation can get to necessary treatment and ser-
vices.  AVHFS provides gas and food gift cards so that 
veterans at risk can maintain and stabilize, while the 
AVMP frequently steps in to help cover unexpected costs 
such as rent, hotel rooms, or utility payments.  Without 
each partner, Phoenix Veterans Court could not meet the 
many needs of the veterans that participate in the court. 
 
 One of the unique aspects of the Phoenix Veter-
ans Court is that the court accepts anyone who has ever 
served in the military, regardless of their discharge status.  
We have found that many of the veterans that have sepa-
rated from the military with other than honorable discharg-
es have issues that related to their time in the service.  
We take each veteran where they are and look at what 
can be done to get the veteran back on track and back to 

Left:  Veterans Court Navigator stands with veteran as he graduates—veteran was homeless upon entry to court, but 
now has an apartment and a job.  
Right:  Veterans Court Judge shakes veteran’s hand as he graduates—veteran was homeless upon entry to court, but 
now is housed and works in a program helping other veterans.  His work clothing was donated by a member of 
NSUMC. 
  

Written by Patricia George 
Member  
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from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

Terry@nsumc.com or  
cwright423@cox.net 

P a g e  1 0  

WHO ME? 

 
So you want to be a Sunday school teacher? Help for 
those who have doubts or hesitations about teaching chil-
dren and youth. 
 
What, you have doubts about teaching kids' Sunday school? 
You do not know if you are cool enough or young enough for 
the kids to relate to you. You are not sure if you are old enough 
or wise enough to be able to teach kids effectively. You may 
not have what it takes to keep the children entertained. Your 
church may not have the budget to create an eye popping mul-
timedia presentation for children's church each week! 
 
It is okay, you do not have to have all those "things" to be an 
effective Sunday school teacher. Kids do not need another cool 
friend. Children need someone who cares, knows their names, 
encourages them, makes them feel important—someone they 
can count on who is stable. Above all, kids need someone who 
has a desire to teach them about God. 
 
Meaningful lessons are not the same thing as entertaining les-
sons. You do not have to be a stand-up comic to be an effec-
tive teacher. A well-illustrated object lesson or science experi-
ment will remain with kids much longer than a lot of hoopla. 
Multimedia presentations are fine, but they will soon be forgot-

ten. Draw the kids into the lesson and the group, by helping 
them become part of the lesson. Include the children as often 
as possible. Allow them to act out the Bible stories, read the 
Bible passages, draw on the whiteboards, ask questions, and 
participate in class discussions. Be encouraging. 
 
You see it does not matter if you are twenty-two or sixty-
seven, kids are not hung up by age. If you have a desire to 
teach children about God you are well on your way to becom-
ing an effective Sunday school teacher. With prayer, a little 
practice and some planning you can create a Sunday school 
environment that will make a difference in a lot of children's 
lives. 
 
So, you want to be a Sunday school teacher, good for you! 
God has abundant blessings in store for both you and the chil-
dren! 
 
If you would like more information, , please contact  
Terry Wright on Sunday mornings (in the Education 
Office in the East Wing next to Room No. 11) or email 
her at terry@nsumc.com.  

The Education 
Ministry Team 
would like to 
thank the fol-
lowing adults/
families for 
teaching Sum-
mer Sunday 
School!!   
 

This generosity on your part allowed our school year 
Sunday School teachers to have the summer off with 
their families.  This most important R&R time is such a 
gift to everyone!  You also offered a great ministry by 
sharing your love of children and God with our students! 
 

Thank you to the following adults/families for giving your 
time and talents this summer: 
 

Susan Smith, Cathy Sherry, Barbara Rodriguez, Bev 
Blew, Wavalee McArtor, Elizabeth Smith and family, 
Joyce Nolan, Len Smith and family, Matt and Niki Croth-
ers, Barb Cogan, Carey Johnson and family, Janet 
Flournoy and family, Gary Vieth and family, Pat Mar-
canio and family. 
 

You are so appreciated!!! 

Thank you SUMMER Sunday 
School Teachers! 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL  
2016-2017 

 
Mark your calendars because our first day of full 
Sunday School will begin on August 14th. 
 
Creative Studio, 8:30-9:30 a.m. — Children ages 
3-12 will make snacks, complete an experiment or 
hear a drama story that is related to scripture pas-
sages. The snacks are yummy to eat and so fun to 
make.  The science experiments are oh-so cool.  
The drama stories are very engaging!  Please join 
our fabulous teachers as they cook, experiment 
and dramatically present their way through the Bi-
ble.    
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL & GODLY PLAY, 10:00-11:00 
a.m. — Sunday School is for children and youth 
ages 2 through 18. Ages 2-5 will meet in the North 
Wing; grades 1-5 will meet in the East Wing; mid-
dle school (grades 6-8) will meet in room #13 and 
high school students will meet in room #12. 
 
Sunday School for ages 2 through 12 will begin 
immediately following Children's Moments (this oc-
curs about 10 minutes into the service). Children 
are asked to sit with their parents through Chil-
dren's Moments and then proceed to their respec-
tive classrooms. Parents may walk their children to 
class if that is more comfortable for the family. 
  
Youth (this includes middle school and high school 
students) are to go directly to class at 10:00 a.m. 
They do not begin in the sanctuary.  
 

We look forward to another fun-filled  
and blessed year! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MEETING- 
August 7th from 10:00-11:00 a.m.  

in room #11 (next to the education office). 
 
We will discuss: 

- Highlights for the new NSUMC Sunday  
                                                  School year 
- Milestones and related curriculum 
- Godly Play curriculum map 
- the NEW and IMPROVED Family Fun Zone 
- and enjoy refreshments! 

 
CONSIDERING TEACHING???... This 

meeting would be great opportunity to hear 
about our activities and curriculum. Fellow-
ship is an added bonus! Come join us! 

Teaching positions available: 
 

Creativity Studio: Elizabeth Smith, Tom 
 George, Susan Smith, 
 TEACHER NEEDED 
2 & 3year olds: Barb Cogan, Jessica  
 Daniel,  
 TEACHER NEEDED 
PreK - K: Janet Flournoy, Del Rea 
 Pautz, Melissa Koepke,  
 2 TEACHERS NEEDED 
1st-2nd grade: Laurie Bieller, Elizabeth 
 Smith 
3rd-5th grade: Jennifer Caplan, Bev Blew 
6th-8th grade: Dave & Mary Hinnant 
9th-12th grade: Barb Rodriguez, Sarah  
 Cushman, Steve Johnson, 
 Brian Bieller,  
 TEACHER NEEDED 
Godly Play: Janet Flournoy, Carol 
 Chamberlin, Donna Phelps, 
 Carol Adams, Barb Rodri 
 quez, Cherryl Bub, Oliva 
 Johnson, Terry Wright,  
 STORYTELLERS NEEDED 
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ARE YOU A BARGAIN SHOPPER??? 
 
If you are, the Education Committee would 
greatly appreciate it if you would consider 
bargain shopping and donating some school 
supplies to the NSUMC classrooms.  This 
time of year shoppers can buy glue (both liq-
uid and stick), crayons, reams of Xerox pa-
per, magic markers and tape for pennies 
(literally).  If you are a great bargain shopper, 
our Sunday School children would tremen-
dously benefit from your shopping talents.  
Please bring all donations to the education 
office and thank you in advance for your sup-
port of our children!!!  

Blessing of the  
Backpacks Milestone 

Sunday, August 14th, 2016 --- 
10:00am  

 
Blessing of the Backpacks is our first milestone of the 
school year.  NSUMC would like to send children back 
to school with a bag tag and a blessing!  For those that 
are not sending a student off to school, we welcome 
your donation of a NEW backpack to be blessed and 
distributed to Vista del Camino. 
 
Please bring the backpacks to church on Sunday August 
14th to have both the child and their backpack 
blessed in our 10:00 a.m. worship service. 
 
These backpacks are a constant companion as they go 
about their school day. It is a comfort to have a blessing 
placed on these bags.  After the blessing each teacher 
and child will receive a bag tag to add to their backpack.  
The tags stand as a visual reminder of God’s presence 
in their daily lives.   
 
If you are not a teacher or student, you can still be a 
blessing to other children by purchasing a NEW back-
pack and bringing it to the church August 16th. The new 
backpacks will be blessed, tagged and distributed to 
Vista del Camino.  Vista del Camino is a recreational 
facility in south Scottsdale (7700 E. Roosevelt St., 
Scottsdale, AZ 85257) that offers after school care, 
clothing, food and school supplies to less fortunate chil-
dren. 

Yearly Calendar 
 

August 19th                     Class starts 

September 16th  Education Fair 

October 16th                   Church wide Art Show 

October 28th                   Halloween party 

 November 13th Video luncheon 

December 9th Christmas party 

December 11th  Christmas sing-a-long 

January  UMW Tea 

January 13th-16th One Mission 

February 10th Valentines Party 

April 14th Easter Party 

 
Creative Christians  

Firm Believers in Christ  2016-2017 

Next Milestone: 

September 11th 
2 yr. olds - Welcome to Sunday School 
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 If you and/or your kids love to sing, I welcome you to come check out one of our vocal ensembles.  If singing 
isn’t your forte, perhaps playing in the Hand Bell choir is a good opportunity for you? Our adult Hand Bell choir re-
hearses on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  The only requirement to join the bell choir is that you read music.  
 

 I look forward to another exciting year of music ministry at NSUMC! I encourage you to “take the leap” if you 
have been considering serving and sharing your talents by joining one of our choirs.   
 

Start dates/times Fall 2016: 
 

 Chancel Choir – First service August 14 at 9:30 a.m. 
                                                                  (meet in choir room) 
                            First rehearsal August 17 at 7:00 p.m. 
    

 Cherub Choir and Kids of Grace - Sunday, August 14 
                                                                 during Sunday School  
 AngeliX Youth Choir - Sunday, August 14 at 11:00 a.m.  
                                                                 in the choir room 
 Hand Bell Choir – Thursday, August 25 at 7:00 p.m.  
                                                                 in the choir room 
 If you have any questions or would like additional information on any of our music groups, please contact one 
of our music staff at the email listed below: 
 
  Darin Read, Director of Music and Chancel Choir –   
                                                                             darinread1@cox.net  
  Donna Marie Hartley, Organist and Hand Bell Choir Director –  
                                                                          donna.marie@cox.net  
  Kim Montana, Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs –    
                                                     kmontana1000@gmail.com  
Blessings, Darin Read 
Director of Music 

CHOIRS RESUME IN AUGUST 

 

10:00 Sunday School 

The youth choir, AngeliX (grades 6 – 12), meets on 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. in the choir room 

 Adult Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesday eve-
nings from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Adult Hand Bell choir rehearses on Thursday eve-
nings at 7:00 p.m. 

Youth Group meets on Sundays at 11:30 am following 
Sunday service unless otherwise notified. Watch the 
Reminder on Sundays and your email for news on 
special events, and updates on scheduled activities. 



 

 

 United Methodist Women is a com-
munity of women whose purpose is to know God 
and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative sup-
portive fellowship and to expand concepts of mis-
sion through participation in the global ministries of 
the church. 
 
 Membership is open to any woman 
with the desire to belong, to support our PUR-
POSE and to participate in the global mission of 
the church through United Methodist Women.  For 
information on how you can join North Scottsdale 
UMW, contact    Cindy Bryant, 480-922-1145 or 
email cindybryant@cox.net.  

Easy ways to support North 
Scottsdale UMW that don’t  

cost extra money! 
 Fry’s Community Rewards Program: Time 

to renew.  Group number is 84462. 
www.FrysCommunityRewards.com 

 Mission Basket:  Donate travel size 
toiletries and other small personal care 
items for Watkins Shelter and Wesley 
Community Center. 

 Watkins Women’s Shelter:  Place recently 
read magazines, address labels removed, 
in the green basket on the wire shelves in 
the kitchen.   

 Remember that homeless people don’t go 
on vacation. Volunteer to help serve or 
provide food for Watkins. We serve there 
once a month. The next dinner will be on 
August 10th. Drop off frozen vegetables or 
hamburger patties at the church, in the 
designated freezer in the kitchen. 

Opportunities for  
Service and Fellowship 

August UMW Events 

Wednesday,   August 10th at 5:30 
 Serve dinner at Watkins Shelter  
 Contact Cheryl Vieth—602-867-7079 
Thursday,   August 11th at 12:30 
 New Day Circle Lunch at Mimi’s Café 
          (90th&Shea) 
 Contact Charlene Prince @ 480-314-0746 or  
 Grace Hansen @ 480-275-4762 
Sunday,  August 21st at 1:00 
 Needle Arts 
 Contact Cherri Escobar @ 480-860-2746 
Friday,   August 26th 
 Card Ministry at Janet Flournoy’s home at 9:00 
 Contact Janet at 480-650-6436 
Sunday,  August 28th 
 UMW SUNDAY-Begin collecting loose change 
                         for World Thank Offering  
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(Monthly Prayer for Churches) 

We are encouraged to pray monthly for the churches and 
pastors of the Central East District of the  

Desert Southwest Conference.   
 

  For August:      
Journey UMF, Maricopa 

Primera Iglesia Unida Methodista, Phoenix 
Red Mountain UMC, Mesa 
Spirit of Joy UMC, Coolidge 

-
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Three Voices, One Spirit 
 

By Denise Brasile 
 
 The three of us, Terri Major, Jane Pearson and I, attended 
the Desert Southwest Annual Conference in Glendale, Arizona, 
on June 16-19, 2016. For the next few months in the Northwind, 
we will feature our shared observations, impressions, and 
thoughts of Annual Conference, without individual attribution, 
grouped by day. Although we all have different reactions to what 
we observed, we are still one in Christ and one in the United 
Methodist Church.  
 
 We hope you will enjoy the experience through our eyes, 
ears, and hearts. 
 
Thursday, June 16 
 “The Renaissance Hotel in Glendale is a long way away 
from my home! 
 
 I sat next to a woman from Las Vegas.  Almost the first 
thing she told me after introducing herself was information about 
a blog called Unfolding Light that she had discovered for her 
morning meditation.  Written by a Methodist Pastor, it comes to 
subscribers by email each morning.  For more information visit 
www.unfoldinglight.net.  
 
 Seating was set up in rounds, but I noticed a bunch of 
chairs in front of the stage.  In passing, I thought it might be for 
senior leadership or special guests.  I guess it was for special 
guests – or at least in memory of.  There was a chair for each 
victim of the Orlando shootings.  Each of the 49 chairs had a 
name on it and a candle.  What a powerful reminder of the need 
for God’s peace in our communities. 
 
 The Bishop introduced the theme of “Infuse” – how do we 
infuse our faith and ministries into our communities?  What 
makes a vital congregation? 
 
 Janice Grandy and I “manned” the Trinity Opportunity Alli-
ance table at the Ministry Fair.  Lots of interest and support. 
 
 Then there was the “Time of Remembrance” celebrating the 
lives for those clergy and spouses who have left us during the 
past year.  It was a beautiful service.  The families had to have 
been so touched.  The offering at this service was dedicated to 
Trinity Opportunity Alliance.” 

 “I was once again impressed by the variety of humanity 
that peopled our Annual Conference. 
 
 I appreciated the organization of the Annual Conference 
through the use of the Guidebook App. Not only did the App 
give us the daily agenda, but it could be updated in real time to 
include changes and proposed resolutions. Also had a dyna-
mite team of ITs to help anyone who needed it.  
 
 Something else I love about the UMC: We accept that we 
are not perfect in loving and respecting each other equally, we 
overtly try to do better, and we hold ourselves accountable for 
our efforts. Monitors were introduced who monitored the pro-
ceedings all four days, and brought up ways in which we were 
falling a bit short in our respect for each other. Twice during the 
proceedings, persons who inadvertently had made errors asked 
for the floor, described their error, and asked for forgiveness. It 
is this type of self-awareness that can create great and lasting 
change. 
 
 At the Ministry Fair, I spoke with an interesting woman who 
was part of the Matthew 25:36 Prison Ministry at Red Mountain 
United Methodist Church. Hearing what this church has done, 
creating pen pal relationships and friendships with the women 
in prison in Perryville, Arizona, often over a several year period, 
was truly inspiring. They provide scholarships for GEDs, train-
ing, and even assist women for up to two years after release 
through a partnership with UMOM, and even money manage-
ment training. Talk about ‘walking the walk!’ 
 
 Bishop Bob Hoshibata presented a Growth and Vitality 
Initiative to revolutionize how we engage our communities and 
work toward growing our churches. This growth needs to have 
clear goals that are measurable and meaningful, and will be 
individual to each church. We need to measure using other 
metrics than “pew counts.” He said that a new visitor is the best 
person to ask whether your church has vitality. The three phas-
es include discerning God’s plan by collecting visions of mem-
bers, directing energy to support the visions, and designing and 
implementing changes to make them happen.  We are to IN-
FUSE our life together with meaning and growth. Bishop Bob 
used the memorable example of Olio Santos, a chili-infused 
olive oil, to help us to remember how the oil changed and 
changes our (dining) experience.  We are to infuse, not refuse. 
How can we use this at North Scottsdale United Methodist 
Church?” 
 

(1st in a series of 3 articles  
-to be continued in next month’s issue of the Northwind) 



 

 

 

Family Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Names of people attending (list age if under 17):           _________________________________________  

_________________________________________      _________________________________________ 

_________________________________________      _________________________________________ 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________________________State____________Zip___________________ 

Home phone __________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________ 

Allergies__________________________  Meal/Vegetarian Requests ______________________________ 

Mom’s cell ______________________________  Mom’s name __________________________________  

Dad’s cell _______________________________  Dad’s  name __________________________________  

Emergency contact ______________________________________ Phone _________________________ 

“By completing this form, you allow NSUMC to use photos taken of you and your children at this camp in future promotional and pub-
licity materials that will only be posted on the NSUMC brochures, websites and social media. Thank you in advance for participating. 
”North Scottsdale UMC *480-948-0529 * 11735 N. Scottsdale Rd.* Scottsdale 85254 * www.nsumc .com 

Hiking/Walking from easy to strenuous, on 
campground trails, with access to national forest 
trails. 
9 Hole Disc (Frisbee) Golf Course thru 20 acres. 
Kids Zip Line 
GaGa Dodgeball Arena 

Large meadow for recreation activities 
Fishing at the nearby lake 
Tetherball 
Ping Pong 
Horseshoes 
Volleyball & basketball courts 

NSUMC offers a camping event for all members at our DSW Conference camp, Mingus Camp near  
Prescott, Friday, Sept. 30 through Sunday, Oct.2 at 1 P.M. 

This camp includes Friday and Saturday nights,  and five meals (three on Saturday, two on Sunday), cabins 
with six beds per room and a shared bathroom, a program on Saturday morning and an outside worship 
service on Sunday.                                                                                      http://www.mingusmountaincamp.org/ 

Family Camp 
Sept. 30 ‐ Oct. 2, 2016 

Friday night thru Sunday Lunch. 

Early	bird	price	$80	per	attendee	over	age	17:		$___________	

Or,	after	June	30,	price	increases	to	$100	per	attendee	over	the	age	of	17:	$_________	

#	of	attendees	over	age	17	________,		#	of	attendees	under	17	(Free)	_______	
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

11735 North Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254-5184 


