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By the time you read these words, I’ll be a father.  

I’m about to embark on an adventure, that most of you 
have already blazed a trail on. You’ve seen successes and 
failures in parenting that I haven’t even dreamed of yet. 
You’ve crossed through the valley of the shadow of death 
and you’ve ascended the highest heights with your children. 
You’ve lived out all of the blessings and curses that your 
parents bore upon you. 

You made most of it up as you went along, and you 
know that we are going to also. 

All of that being said, and despite your many affirma-
tions, and kinds words about how well I relate with the chil-
dren of our church (I will continue to assume that this is a 
compliment), I am still scared. I find myself lying awake in 
bed wondering how to mess up this little guy as little as I 
can. I spend my drives to and from the church campus listening to NPR and wondering what on earth I 
can do to make the world just a little better for him, because things continue to look bleak. I write articles 
like this wondering when will be the right time to introduce him to the music that matters; Sam Cooke, 
Earth, Wind and Fire, the Ramones, and The Notorious B.I.G.. When do I show him the Bill Buckner clip 
of the 1986 World Series and teach him that failure is something we should never fear? 

Now, lest this become some personal journal entry that’s all about me, let me dig down to the point of 
all this bluster. 

We are in the season of Easter. That traditionally means that we focus a great deal of our spiritual 
energy at church on talking about new things; life, hope, law, grace. We take this season to highlight 
once more the gift that surpasses understanding, the mystery of divine love. Yet, in the midst of this mak-
ing of all things new, there is a sort of cognitive dissonance that we rub up against. 

All of these new things, as amazing as they truly are, do not leave us untouched. In the light of all of 
them, the recipient must experience some level of transformation to receive them. The gifts of grace are 
numerous, but they cannot really be embraced unless the recipient forms their life into one that is a more 
proper vessel for it. If you believe you are forgiven, then how can you live into that if you continue to car-
ry the weight of guilt? If you adopt this new hope of the Gospel, you can no longer assume your spirituali-
ty is tied to performance or an exacting adherence to the Hebrew Law. 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

 

So, here is the rub, as it were; new things change us. At least, they 
should. We as individuals and as communities should be constantly 
evolving as we grow in experience and relationship with God. Have you 
ever known a static relationship with a person to be an enriching experi-
ence? Why would it be any different with God? We are called by the di-
vine into a transforming relationship. This transformation is a line that is 
drawn through our life, and into the life that is beyond us as well. As we 
become further drawn into reconciliation of all things, the stories around 
us become more than anecdotes of the trials of life, they become mo-
ments of the divine breaking through into the mundane.  

So, the birth of my son will change me. I have been anticipating that 
for 8 months now. It’s a frightening proposition, but I’m willing to go down 
that road because of love. Easter asks us to change, to transform into 
something that is much different than the power structures we have creat-
ed in this world. I suppose the question is, what does love compel us to 
do?  

On a practical note, during this fairly monumental shift in my life, I will 
take family leave to support Katie and be with our little guy in his first 
months of life. The United Methodist Church graciously made it possible 
for all its pastors to take time to be with their family in the first months af-
ter their child’s birth. They allowed up to three months time away from 
their appointment, and while I will schedule all three months, I will not be 
missing from the life of the church completely during that time. You will 
see me from time to time, perhaps not as much during the first few weeks, 
but sooner more than later. I plan on releasing a series of video Children’s 
Time lessons that can be shared in my absence. I’ll continue to write arti-
cles for this illustrious publication, as well as offer updates on my personal 
site (http://davidwasson.net). I will also be present for VBS, to support it 
and all of you who work so hard to make it such a valuable outreach ef-
fort.  

You will be blessed to hear from different people during these months 
as well. Nancy has done an excellent job calling together guest speakers 
and support staff who can offer their own unique ministry to you in my 
temporary time away. You are in good hands. You may not even realize 
that I’m away. And even if I didn’t believe that, I know you are fine without 
me around, because you have continued to prove to me and the commu-
nity that you are a church that is dedicated to generosity and compas-
sion.  Blessings to you in this Easter season, and I’ll see you this sum-
mer.  

 

                                                                  David Wasson 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thanks again for 
the blessing you’ve been in my life during the years 
that I was privileged to be your office receptionist and 
secretary. I’ve had the privilege of getting to meet 
many of the great members of our congregation – and 
to learn things I never would have learned while I 
stayed at home practicing. There are so many great 
people in our congregation, and I’ve been so privi-
leged to get to share time with many of you. The page 
isn’t long enough to name all your names. It has cer-
tainly been a wonderful blessing for me.  

And I’ve had the privilege of meeting not only some of 
the United Methodist Conference staff, but also staff 
members of other churches. 

I’ve also had the great privilege of meeting some of 
the great people in our city - the leaders of our 12-step 
programs and members of other groups that meet 

here. What a privilege it has been to share time with these precious personalities. It’s a great honor 
to help those who are helping others. 

One of the most precious privileges of this office is the privilege of sharing God’s love with mem-
bers of the community who are suffering and in need. The Pastors’ Discretionary Fund provides gas 
cards and bus tickets and sometimes even more help to those who are suffering. And it’s been my 
privilege to meet them and help them, and pray for them.  

And I’ve been so honored to have such wonderful volunteers to assist me. They’ve all been so 
wonderful to me! They’ve helped me out in so many ways, for so many hours! Thank you! Thank 
you! Thank you! 

Many of the people who walk through this office door have known very little about God’s good-
ness and greatness before. They don’t realize that “God is Love” and he cares about all of us.  For 
many people the word “God” has only been a swear word. So it’s been a super great privilege to 
care about them and help them know that God, the Creator of the Universe, cares about them more 
than they can imagine. Even just a wave and a smile make big differences in many of their lives. 

And of course I’ll miss all your greetings and hugs. What a blessing they’ve been to me! 

I’m still privileged to be your organist, pianist and handbell choir director and practice every day.  
My fervent prayer is that even though I won’t get to talk, listen, wave and smile, my performances at 
the organ, piano and with the handbells also help people hear and understand better how wonderful 
God is. 

God has been so good to me that I can’t help but want the world to know how wonderful he is!  

Thanks again for your caring and your many gifts, and the privilege of sharing my time and  
talents with you! Can’t thank you enough!   
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PRISON MINISTRY has a new name:  NSUMC Prison Reform Ministry  

Matthew 25:36, 40 

"I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you vis-
ited me ... Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.” 

Born of a desire to be part of Jesus' healing touch and ministry, a new committee is taking. Prison Reform Ministry, a 
subcommittee of UMW Missions, is exploring ways to reach out to the broken community of those incarcerated in our 
jails and prisons.  We visited Red Mountain UMC to learn of their transformative Mathew 25 prison reform program, as 
well as visits with the SW Conference.   We collected over 1,000 paperback books for the Maricopa County jail system, 
plus about the same number of hardback books for the VA; more donations are welcome.  Look for the new bin located 
in the Fellowship Hall to donate books any time.   

We plan to meet with AZ Justice Project from ASU to learn about opportunities to assist there.  We will continue to 
seek ways to be Jesus’ hands and feet to those who are broken and hurting, in keeping with our church statement “Lord, 
what do You want to do through me?”  

If you are interested in joining this committee, or would just like to be on the prison reform/ministry email list and would 
like more information about its efforts, or have suggestions for future involvement, please contact Laura Brown-
field: lbrownfield2@cox.net or cell/text 602-576-5521. 
 
CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY.    Jane Pearson and Emilie Duncan delivered $100 to each of the teachers at Children’s 
First Academy.   Here is the note we received from the Superintendent. 

Pastor Cushman: 

 On behalf of the teachers at the Children First Academies of Phoenix and Tempe I wanted to extend our heartfelt 
thanks to you, Emilie, Jane, and your wonderful congregation and board for the generous donation of $100 bills to our 
wonderful teachers at the Children First Academies of Phoenix and Tempe! You people are wonderful! 

 Please know that each recipient was very surprised and happy . . . In fact, a few tears of gratitude were shed when 
the envelopes were opened. Our society does not begin to compensate or appreciate teachers for their great efforts  . . . 
Today you ensured that that changed for teachers at the Children First Academies! 

Special thanks to Emilie who arranged all of this and gave a wonderful message of hope to both groups of teachers 
before distributing the gifts. 

Thank you for putting the children and teachers first. 

Jerry Lewis 
Assistant Superintendent 
Children First Foundation – Edkey, Inc. Liaison 
Edkey, Inc – Sequoia Charter Schools 
 
 

At Sequoia School: Portrait of teachers feeling appreciated. 
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GOLDEN GATE HOME REPAIR.   Mike Hair and his worthy helpers Johnny Ware 
and Chuck Wright have evaluated several homes in the Golden Gate Community.  
Lots of residents request painting, and we are trying to figure out the best way to sup-
port these needs.  They also need electrical and plumbing work.  We are looking for 
volunteers with these skills.  Please contact Mike Hair at mkhairpc@yahoo.com.  

UMOM WATKINS DINNERS.  To serve a meal or donate food, contact Marilyn Gray 
at kumama@cox.net. 

 .  March was firemen’s month!  Again we delivered an Easter din-
ner to the men and women working the fire station on Thunderbird and 58th Street.   

       You are all amazing!  The first Sunday 
of the drive we filled six boxes!  And it went on from there!   Your generosity will help 
many working families have enough food and clothing.   We are thinking we will do 
this several times a year.   We’ll post information about the next drive soon. 

BOOKS FOR VETS.  Donna Marie received a call from another church that was hav-
ing a book sale.  They wanted to know if we wanted the leftovers.  We said sure, and 
Johnny Ware volunteered to pick them up – not realizing that it was a boatload of 
books.  They were divided between the Prison Reform Ministry and the Veteran’s 
Hospital. 

  .  Here is the summary of the Channel 12 interview.  Great visibility for our 
work! To see this channel 12 news story, click: http://12ne.ws/1XeCQ5r 

Jonathan Whipple is facing a future of options that he may not have had, had it not been for a Valley organization, 
Trinity Opportunity Alliance.  In the current foster care system, when a child reaches 18 years of age they “age out” of 
the system and are on their own.  According to the Department of Health and Human Services, 25% of those who age 
out of the system wind up homeless and on the street. 

“Well, I’ve been in the foster care system since I was a young child," Jonathan Whipple, who recently aged out of the 
foster care system, said.  Without help, Whipple would have gone right back to the life that led him to enter foster care in 
the first place.  “I started getting in trouble in my early teens,” Whipple said. "Got in trouble and went from detention to 
starting to get arrested." 

The Arizona Department of Child Safety, as Whipple tells it, decided that his grandmother, who was raising him at the 
time, was not able to provide the direction that Whipple needed. At the time, Whipple admits to selling drugs and running 
with gangs.  Today, he seems to be a different person. Organizations like Trinity Opportunity Alliance played a big role in 
Whipple’s turnaround. 

“I heard that children who had been in the foster care system are much more likely to end up homeless," said Rever-
end Nancy Cushman of North Scottsdale United Methodist Church, who started TOA. "It broke my heart to hear that."  
With the help and support of the congregation, Rev. Cushman began placing young adults who aged out of the foster 
care system with employers who were looking to fill jobs. 

“What do we do? What outreach could we do that would make a difference?” asked Janice Grandy, Trinity Oppor-
tunity Alliance’s Program Director. “To be change makers, not just fundraising; sending money at them, but how could 
we change the environment? How could we do systems work that would really change their lives?" 

The answer seemed to be employment. As employers teamed with Trinity Opportunity Alliance, more and more 
young adults found themselves in meaningful jobs, with coworkers who were interested in their success.  “It's really ex-
citing,” said Cushman. "This is probably one of the most important things in ministry I've been able to start and be a part 
of."  So far, in the past two years, more than a dozen foster children now have a brighter future and dozens more are 
making their way through the process. 

For those like Jonathan, it’s a future they may not have otherwise.  “I’d probably just be out there and on the 
streets," Whipple said, "just doing all kinds of stuff, probably end up in jail … or dead by now, I don’t even know really.” 

Boatload of books 
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Please Pray for the  
Ethiopia Mission Team 

The bags are packed, passports ready, shots completed, airline 
tickets in hand; the 2016 Ethiopian mission trip has arrived. From April 
4 - 21, six members of NSUMC, three from Desert Mission UMC, and 
Pastor Surafel Gebretsadik, Executive Director of Hope for the Hope-
less, will serve abandoned and orphaned children in Ethiopia. 

Please pray for the team, and the children and staff of Hope for the 
Hopeless. The team will visit the different ministry sites of Hope for 
the Hopeless, spending time with the children and staff. They will ded-
icate two new buildings on the Boarding School/Orphanage site: a 
multipurpose building and a medical clinic. Both buildings received 
generous support from NSUMC families. We’ll also spend a day with 
Ethiopian pastors and church leaders, learning how they minister to 
people with HIV/AIDS. 

The team will learn about the history and culture of Ethiopia while 
touring two cities sacred to the Ethiopian Coptic Church, Lalibela and 
Axum. Most team members will conclude the trip with a safari in Tan-
zania. 

Thank you to all who donated clothing, educational materials and 
medical supplies for the team to take with them. Keep an eye on the 
NSUMC Facebook page for updates and pictures! 
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Thank You for Being a Hero 
United Blood Services thanks North Scottsdale United Methodist Church for your blood drive last 
month. You helped to assure that blood is available for patients in need. 

At the blood drive, 14 donors stepped up, resulting in 11 procedures for our community! The efforts 
will go a long way toward assuring a strong blood supply and ultimately saving lives. 

Again, thank you for your contribution and ongoing support. I enjoyed working with you and look for-
ward to planning your upcoming blood drive scheduled for Sunday, October 16. 

Sincerely, United Blood Services 

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO DONNA PHELPS  
FOR LEADING THIS WONDERFUL MINISTRY FOR OUR CHURCH! 
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1    Cindy Bryant 
      Rev. Bonnie Reiss 
      Bob Sandblom Jr. 
      Hayden Schertz 
2    Jessie Moore 
3    Will Crothers 
      Maggie Molever 
      Ava Pautz 
4    Daniel Douglas 
5    Dick Gayle 
      Eleanor Griffiths 
      Amy Whitley 
6    Andrea Robertson 
7    Connie Bruhn 
      Rachel Caplan 
      Thomas George 
      Samantha Gildner 
      Deborah Heavilin 
8    Kate Braithwaite 
      Niki Crothers 
      Julie Goldammer 
      Joyce Nolan 

 9   Royce Brownfield 
      Robert Sandblom 
      Mckenna Sheehy 
      Joel Wicker 
10  Ellen Fairfield 
11  Terry Bridwell 
      Matt Crothers 
      Sonal Das 
      Scott Gildner 
      Drew Krebs 
      Cassie Sorensen 
      Tyler Wright 
12   Cathy Nicholson 
      Adam Norbury 
13   Sara Blobaum 
14   Dana Douglas 
       Kevin Peck 
       Ken Rimer 
       DeLoris Whitney 
15   Anne Silsby 
       Doug Smith 

16    Nate Dahlin 
       Charlotte Wicker 
17   Joann Collins 
       Carol Patterson 
       Rita Rush 
18   Mary De Santos 
       Maggie Hansen 
19   Nancy Desmarais 
       Ruth Dibley 
       Evan Johnson 
       Jean Tarbell 
20   Carole Fenley 
       Julie Johnson    
       Maynard Logan 
       Hudson Read 
21    Ben Brasile 
       Terri Major 
22   Cheryl Vieth 
23   Jean Doede 
       James Loumankin 
       Ashlynn Swetland 

24   Grace Phelps 
25   Sue Moore 
26   Mary Fawcett 
       Mary Ann Gayle 
       Donna Marie Hartley 
27   Neela Das 
       Patti Hance 
       Wade Holguin 
       Tyler Howard 
       Kelly Waldo 
28   Ted Huntoon 
29   Nancy Cushman 
       Evelyn Nightingale 
30   Lindsay Armstrong 
       Karen Larsen 
       Ali McMeans 
       Evan Rawe 

Children and Youth Choirs: Amazing Skills! 
(Now on youtube!) 

Oh, our children and youth choirs!  We love those angelic voices. A special thank you to Kim Mon-
tana, our choir director.  Thank you all for sharing your gifts of music. 

If you would like to revisit some of these amazing performances, check out our YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOgxKiIVBKxxKkEmN5IMGxQ 
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United Methodist Women is a community of wom-
en whose purpose is to know God and to experi-
ence freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship 
and to expand concepts of mission through partici-
pation in the global ministries of the church. 

Membership is open to any woman with the desire 
to belong, to support our PURPOSE and to partici-
pate in the global mission of the church through 
United Methodist Women.  For information on how 
you can join North Scottsdale UMW, contact  Cin-
dy Bryant, 480-922-1145. 

cindybryant@cox.net.  

Easy ways to support North 
Scottsdale UMW that don’t  

cost extra money! 
 Fry’s Community Rewards Program: Time to 

renew.  Group number is 84462. 
www.FrysCommunityRewards.com 

 Mission Basket:  Donate travel size toiletries 
and other small personal care items for 
Watkins Shelter and Wesley Community 
Center. 

 Campbell’s Soup Program is ending.  
Last day to bring labels is July 1st. 

 Watkins Women’s Shelter:  Place recently read 
magazines, address labels removed, in the 
green basket on the wire shelves in the 
kitchen.   

 Help serve and provide food for Watkins. We 
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Opportunities for  
Service and Fellowship 

Sun. April 3 – Potluck and General Meeting, 
Fellowship Hall. 11:15.  
 
Mon. April 11 -- Dinner Out at Wally’s 
American Grill, Doubletree Ranch Road. 
5:30.  
 
Wed. April 13 -- Serve dinner at Watkins 
Women’s Shelter. Contact Cheryl Vieth at 
602-867-7079 for details and to volunteer. 
 
Thu. April. 14 -- Join the New Day Circle, 
12:30 at NSUMC. Bring your lunch 
 
Sat. April. 16 -- Mini-Mission. Judi Nibbelink - 
Happiness: A Spiritual Growth Study. 
Fellowship Hall.  8:30AM. 
 
Thu. April. 21 Join Brown Bag Bookies 
12:30 at NSUMC. Bring your lunch. 
 
Fri., April 29  Card Ministry meets at Janet 
Flournoy’s home. Contact Janet at 480 650-
6436 for more information. 
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April 3     8:30AM         10:00AM 
 
Greeters  Marilyn Gray Betty Gaertner, Charlene Prince  

 Angie Layton  Doug and Lois McLeod  

Ushers  Chris Moore, Art and Janet Endres  

 Johnny Ware Rich Jensen, Wavalee McArtor 

  Cindy Miaso 

Liturgist  Jo Steig Vicki Wessel 

Coffee Fellowship: Staff Parish Relations Committee 
 

April 10 

Greeters  Marilyn Gray Betty Gaertner, Charlene Prince  

 Angie Layton  Doug and Lois McLeod  

Ushers  Chris Moore, Rich Jensen, Wavalee McArtor 

 Johnny Ware Gary Vieth 

Liturgist  Jane Pearson Marlys Rodgers 

Coffee Fellowship: Stewardship, Church and Society 
 

April 17 

Greeters  Gil Christopher  Judy Elenbaas 

 Debbie Christopher Leslie Lampen 

Ushers  Don New John and Roxie Helbert  

 Jane Pearson Cindy Miaso, Jim Tinstman 

  Duane and Sandy Church  

Liturgist  Joanne Battershall Dick Langham  

Coffee Fellowship: United Methodist Women 
 
April 24 

Greeters  Gil Christopher  Judy Elenbaas 

 Debbie Christopher Leslie Lampen 

Ushers  Don New John and Roxie Helbert  

 Jane Pearson Gary Vieth 

  Duane and Sandy Church  

Liturgist Marilyn Gray Kent Sanderson 

Coffee Fellowship: Worship Committee 
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     1 
 

6:15 Men’s Breakfast 
and Study 

2 
 
9:00  Piece  
          Makers 
 

3 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30   Creative Studio 
9:15   Kids of Grace 
10:00  Sunday School 
11:15  UMW Potluck 
11:30  Membership 

Committee 
11:30   Huddle 
 

4 
10:00  Al Anon 
10:00  Monday Morning 

Book & Bible 
Study 

4:00   Mars Hill Speech 
& Debate 

5:30   Book Study  
6:00   Cub Scouts 
7:00   Boy  Scouts 
7:00   Women’s Bible 

Study 

5 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  
         Christians 
7:00   C. Eynon Singers 
7:00   N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers 
 

6 
10:00  Women’s Bible  
           Study 
4:00   Christian Youth 
          Theater 
6:00    Board of  
           Trustees 
7:00   Chancel  
          Choir Rehearsal 

7 
7:00   Handbell Choir 
 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 

8 
6:15 Men’s Breakfast 

and Study 
 
7:30  Spirit of the  

Desert 
 

9 
8 am Weed and 
Garden Club 
 
2-10 pm Sons of 
Italy 
 

10 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
8:30  Creative Studio 
9:15  Kids of Grace 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:45  Cherub Choir 
11:00 AngeliX 
11:00  Creative Chris-

tians Potluck & 
Cooking 

11:30   Huddle 
 
 

11 
10:00  Al Anon 
10:00  Monday Morning 

Book Study 
4:00   Mars Hill Speech 

& Debate 
5:30   Book Study  
5:30  UMW Dinner Out 

at Wally’s Ameri-
can Grill 

6:00  Cub Scouts 
7:00  Boy  Scouts 
7:00  Women’s Bible 

Study 
 
 
 

12 
10:00 Al Anon 
3:30 Creative Christians 
4:30  NSUMC serves at 

Watkins Center 
5:30  Fellowship Com 
5:30  Stewardship Com 
6:30  SPRC 
6:30  Various  

Committees 
7:00   Missions  

Committee 
7:00  Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
7:00  N.A. 
8:00  Church Council 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

13 
10:00  Women’s Bible  
           Study 
4:00   Christian Youth 
          Theater 
4:30    UMW Serves at  
          Watkins Circle 
7:00   Chancel Choir 
           Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 

14 
12:30 UMW New Day 

Circle 
7:00  Handbell Choir  
          Rehearsal 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 

15 
 
6:15 Men’s Breakfast 

and Study 
 
 

16 
 
9:00  Piece  
          Makers 
 
9:00  UMW Mini   
         Mission:  
         Judi Nibbelink 

17 
 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
 
8:30   Creative Studio 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Adult Sunday 

School 
11:15 Endowment 

Presentation 
11:30  Huddle 
  

18 
 
10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morning 

Book & Bible 
Study 

4:00   Mars Hill Speech 
& Debate 

5:30   Book Study  
6:00   Cub Scouts 
7:00   Boy Scouts 
7:00   Women’s Bible 

Study 

19 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30   Creative  

Christians 
7:00  Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
7:00   N.A. 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

( 

10:00  Al Anon 
3:30  Creative  

20 
 
10:00  Women’s Bible 
          Study 
4:00  Christian Youth 

Theater 
7:00   Chancel Choir 
          Rehearsal 
 
 

21  
 
12:30  Brown Bag Book-

ies 
3:00   Prison Reform 

Ministry 
7:00  Handbell Choir  
         Rehearsal 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 
 
 

22  
 
6:15 Men’s Breakfast 

and Study 
6:30  Spirit of the  

Desert 
 

23 
 
12:00  Carolyn           
Eynon Singers 
 
2:00 Sons of Italy—
Italian Day  
Celebration 

:0031 

24 
 
       MUSIC  
  CELEBRATION 
 
WORSHIP 8:30/10:00 
 
8:30   Creative Studio 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00  Huddle 
 

25 
 
10:00  Al-Anon 
10:00  Monday Morning 

Book Club 
5:00  Mars Hill Speech 

& Debate 
5:30  Book Study  
6:00  Cub Scouts 
7:00   Boy Scouts 
7:00  Women’s Bible 

Study 

26 
 
10:00  Al Anon 
3:30   Creative  

Christians 
7:00  N.A. 
7:00  Carolyn Eynon 

Singers 
8:00  Dime Droppers  

( 

10:00  Al Anon 

27 
 
10:00  Women’s Bible 
          Study 
4:00  Christian Youth 

Theater 
7:00   Chancel Choir 

28 
 
7:00  Handbell Choir  
         Rehearsal 
7:00  Adult Children of 

Alcoholics 

29 
 
6:15 Men’s Breakfast 

and Study 
9:00  Card Ministry at 

Flournoy’s 
 

30 
 
8 am Weed and 
Garden Club 



 

 

from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education 

Terry@nsumc.com or  
cwright423@cox.net 

 
 
NSUMC’s 2016 summer day camp is entitled 

Surf Shack, “Catch the wave of God’s amazing 
love.”  

 At Surf Shack children will discover how to 
surf through life with God and others.  

The adventure includes curriculum from Steve 
Spangler Science: 

http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/. 

Campers will experience scripture stories 
through: energizing music, interactive bible pup-
petry, super science experiments, creative crafts, 
hands-on mission work, delicious snacks, and 
active games.  There will also be a 12’ waterslide 
for the campers to enjoy on Friday. 

 

Decoration donations - Please collect and 
send in: luau decorations, surf boards, empty 
one-liter plastic pop bottles, pool noodles, Ha-
waiian decorations … OR buy similar decora-
tions or gift cards from Walmart or Home Depot 

Snack donations - We would love grocery  
store  gift  cards. 

Volunteers - We need volunteers to help 
specific stations such as: snacks, crafts, song, 
games, science, Bible discovery, Pre-K leaders, 
childcare, puppetry and drama.  We also need 
volunteers to shuttle children from station to 
station.  All of these positions are available for 
the week or daily.  

Bakers - We need a few bakers to supply 
our volunteer leaders with daily snacks (fruits 
and veggies are also welcome).  These volun-
teer youth leaders so appreciate the daily treats 
for “Leader Lounge.”  It would be awesome if 
we could have four dozen items daily. 

Questions? Please contact Terry Wright, 
480-860-9573 or terry@nsumc.com. 

Vacation Bible School 
Volunteer Meeting Dates 

Join us this month. We will have two 
VBS volunteer meetings in the education 
office this spring.   

-Sunday, April 17, 11:00 - 11:30 AM 

-Sunday, May 22, 11:00 – 11:30 AM 

All the materials will be in the Education  
Office by the first meeting so you may 
check out this fun curriculum.  

If you are interested in volunteering or 
just learning more about VBS, please join 
us at these meetings.   

If you can’t attend but would like to vol-
unteer, email Terry Wright at ter-
ry@nsumc.com. Please bring a friend . 
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Lord’s Prayer Pre-K and 
Kindergarten Milestone, 

April 3 
Our pre-kindergarten and kindergarten classes 
will celebrate their Lord’s Prayer Milestone  
during the 10 AM worship service on Sunday, 
April 3.  

The Sunday School teachers have been work-
ing with the children to help them learn this very 
important prayer, which expresses God’s desire 
to have an ongoing relationship with them 
throughout their entire faith journey.  

Thank you to our parents for allowing them to be 
a part of this celebration!  The children receive a 
cuddly "prayer gorilla" as a gift for their new-
found success. 

Spiritual Gifts High School 
Milestone, April 17 

This High School Milestone is about learning 
our Spiritual Gifts.  The teachers will show them 
what Spiritual Gifts are.  The students will dis-
cuss what their spiritual gifts look like. They will 
even take an online assessment.  This Milestone 
Celebration will occur on Sunday, April 17 at 10 
AM.  

 Our wonderful God has given each of us 
amazing gifts.  To some, these gifts look like 
leadership, organization, compassion, dedica-
tion, instruction, music, mentoring, facilitating, 
cooking, coaching, and more. 

If you are curious about this assessment and 
what your Spiritual Gifts are, please check out 
this link and take the assessment yourself: 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-
gifts-online-assessment 

Scouts Rock! 
We are so proud of all of the scouts who 

come through our doors at NSUMC.  We are 
connected to scouting through many won-
derful troops.  Last month we witnessed 
scouting celebrations during our services, in 
Blue and Gold Dinner, in Arrow of Light Cer-
emonies and in numerous troop meetings on 
our campus. 

If you are interested in scouting as a 
scout, leader or volunteer, please contact 
our church office so we can connect you.  

Here is our Scouting page with links to 
the troops: 

http://www.nsumckids.info/scouting.html 

No, really -- Get out! Our Troop 109 does. 



 

 

 

North Scottsdale United Methodist Church’s 2016 summer day camp is entitled “SURF SHACK.” This camp adventure 
runs Monday, June 7th through Friday, July 1, 9AM until 12 noon at NSUMC.  It is open to children ages 3 through 12. 
The requested donation is $45 per child for the entire week program. Kids will put their energy into action through sci-
ence, drama, art, cooking, games, and puppetry.  There will also be a 12’ waterslide on Friday! 

NAME_________________________________________________________________________ 

STREET_______________________________________________________________________ 

CITY___________________________________________STATE__________ZIP_____________ 

HOME PHONE_____________________ EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________ 

D.O.B._________ AGE:____ School grade completed_____ Allergies_______________________ 

Mom’s CELL_________________________ Mom’s NAME_______________________________ 

Dad’s CELL__________________________ Dad’s NAME________________________________ 

EMERGENCY CONTACT________________________________PHONE___________________ 

HOME CHURCH_______________________________________________ 

PARENTS/ADULTS- Volunteers working at VBS ALL WEEK may pay $20/child: 
 
Yes! I am available to offer my talents in Crafts___ Games___ Music___ Drama___ Childcare___ Travelers___ Science___ Pre-K ___ Puppetry 

___. This will include a t-shirt for you & your child plus FREE childcare for 1 and 2 year olds. Since I am an adult volunteering to work all 

week, I will need childcare for:  NAME______________________________________ AGE_______. 

Full Week(5 day) Volunteer T-shirt size:  ADULT sm___ med___ lg___ xlg___ xxlg___ 

Deadline to receive a t-shirt for VBS is 6/5/16.  All registrations after that date may not receive a VBS t-shirt.  Please mail your registration and payment to the church 
office @ 11735 N. Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85254.   “By completing this form, you allow NSUMC to use photos taken of you and your children at this day camp in 

future promotional and publicity materials that will only be posted on the NSUMC brochures, websites and social media. Thank you in advance for your participation.” 

North Scottsdale UMC  * 480-948-0529  * 11735 N. Scottsdale Rd.  *  Scottsdale, AZ 85254 * www.nsumckids .info 

CHILD	ATTENDING	VBS:	
T‐SHIRT	SIZE:		Children’s	Sm_____	Med_____	Lg_____	Adult	Sm	_____	

$20/child	for	FULL	WEEK	ADULT	volunteers___________				

	Or	$45/	child	(normal	fee)	___________			

	DATE________________	 		CHECK	#	___________		CASH		_____________	 	

Vaca on Bible School 

DAY CAMP 
June 27‐ July 1, 2016 

 

9 AM ‐ 12 Noon 
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New Members - March, 2016 
Sandi Overman attended our 11PM Christmas Eve 
service last year and enjoyed the service, trusting that 
this is where God would want her to be. Sandi has en-
joyed our sermons and services, and the support of 
Pastors Nancy and David.  Currently in sales at Ma-
cy’s, she previously worked in the printing industry, 
then spent 25 years as a Firefighter/Paramedic.  She 
was born in Dayton, Ohio and moved to Phoenix in 
2007. Sandi came from a family of 8 and has 8 chil-
dren and 3 grandchildren. 

 

Brooke Schneider graduates from NAU this se-
mester. She is completing her student teaching and 
has just secured her first teaching position, teaching 
first grade in the Washington school district. She is 
originally from California where her parents and older 
sisters still live. Brooke enjoys horseback riding, hik-
ing, swimming and working with children. She has 
close connections to NSUMC’s Johnson family, and 
has many hobbies in common. That connection and 
our welcoming manner made her feel at home here. 

 

 

 

Also see the February 2016 Northwind, page 15, for reports on these new members: 

Jim & Ethel Tinstman Carol Smith Nancy and Patrick Dye 



 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

11735 North Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254-5184 

Music Celebration Sunday 

April 24, 2016 

     Join us for special services on April 24 at 8:30 and 10:00 where we will 
celebrate the music ministry program. All of our children, youth, and adult en-
sembles will present anthems throughout the morning including a combined 
anthem. Special solos and duets with organ and piano and instrumental ac-
companiment will also be featured.  We will praise, worship, thank, witness 
and pray through music. The excellent tradition of music at NSUMC has 
been central to worship since our beginnings nearly 40 years ago!  We hope 
you will mark this special day on your calendar.  You won’t want to miss it! 
See you in Church on the 24th. 

 

Darin Read 

Director of Music 


