
The theologian Brendan Manning once wrote these words about faith,  

“The gospel is absurd and the life of Jesus is meaningless unless we believe that He lived, 

died, and rose again with but one purpose in mind: to make brand-new creation. Not to 

make people with better morals but to create a community of prophets and 

professional lovers, men and women who would surrender to the mystery of the fire of 

the Spirit that burns within, who would live in ever greater fidelity to the omnipresent 

Word of God, who would enter into the center of it all, the very heart and mystery of 

Christ, into the center of the flame that consumes, purifies, and sets everything aglow 

with peace, joy, boldness, and extravagant, furious love. This, my friend, is what it really 

means to be a Christian.” 

As people of faith, we are called to live a different kind of life – one that is centered in 

hope, grace, and love. These are gifts that have been given to us long before any of us 

took our first breath. God was the first to act in each of these ways towards all of us, 

and so, we respond in kind as followers of the way of Jesus.  

Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus about this gift, and about how we are called to 

share the gift. Paul encourages the young church to see the gift as an opportunity to 

share with others, because God’s deepest desire is that all would choose to accept this 

gift.  

Here are the words of Paul, in Ephesians chapter 1 -- 

We have also received an inheritance in Christ. We were destined by the plan of God, 

who accomplishes everything according to his design. 12 We are called to be an honor to 

God’s glory because we were the first to hope in Christ. 13 You too heard the word of 

truth in Christ, which is the good news of your salvation. You were sealed with the 

promised Holy Spirit because you believed in Christ. 14 The Holy Spirit is the down 

payment on our inheritance, which is applied toward our redemption as God’s own 

people, resulting in the honor of God’s glory. 

15 Since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, this 

is the reason that 16 I don’t stop giving thanks to God for you when I remember you in 

my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, will give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation that makes God known to you. 18 I pray that the 

eyes of your heart will have enough light to see what is the hope of God’s call, what is 

the richness of God’s glorious inheritance among believers, 19 and what is the 

overwhelming greatness of God’s power that is working among us believers. This power 



is conferred by the energy of God’s powerful strength. 20 God’s power was at work in 

Christ when God raised him from the dead and sat him at God’s right side in the 

heavens, 21 far above every ruler and authority and power and angelic power, any power 

that might be named not only now but in the future. 22 God put everything under 

Christ’s feet and made him head of everything in the church, 23 which is his body. His 

body, the church, is the fullness of Christ, who fills everything in every way.  

 

 


