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Coffee from  
Agua Prieta, Mexico 

T he Church and Society Committee 
will begin selling and taking orders for 

the 100% pure, organic coffee beginning 
September 11 and every second Sunday 
of each month. The coffee is $10 for a 16 
oz. bag. The varieties of coffee are: 
Decaffeinated, Robusta, Arabica, Gourmet 
and Marago. The coffee can be purchased 
either ground or whole bean. 

     NONE of the purchase price goes to 
international conglomerates. All profits are 
re-invested in the ministries and families 
of the Fuente de Vida Community in Agua 
Prieta. By purchasing this coffee we 
support not only their missions and 
ministry but help Mexican growers remain 
on their farms. In addition, the funds help 
provide spiritual guidance, healthcare, 
housing and employment to families in the 
community. This is the difference between 
Agua Prieta coffee and the coffee 
purchased at Costco or Samôs Club. 

     You are not donating to a good cause, 
you are buying into a solution and some 
great coffee! 
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L iving biblically is our sermon topic during August and September in worship. 
In the midst of this reflection will be a sermon series entitled, ñ3 Simple 

Rulesò on August 28, September 11 and 18. 

     The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, introduced huge numbers of people 
to Jesus Christ and helped them transform their lives.  He set up small groups 
where no more than 12 people from varying backgrounds came together to 
fellowship, care for each other, practice their Christian faith and hold each other 
accountable.  He said that those who were in these classes should ñevidence 
their desire of salvationò ð in other words, they should show the fruits of their 
relationship with Christ by living these 3 simple rules: 

First, Do No Harm.  

Second, Do All The Good You Can.  

Third, Love God.  

     These seem very easy at first, but they are more difficult to put into practice. 

     I heard this morning on NPR radio that a study released recently found that 
ñnice guys do finish last,ò the announcer said. It found that ñmeanò people earn 
higher salaries than ñniceò people.  The salary gap was substantial. The call to 
Christian values comes at a cost, sometimes a literal cost. But through Christ, 
God is showing us to a better way of life not just for us but for all people. We 
have a very narrow view, our lives, our familyôs lives, even our countryôs life, but 
Godôs view is so much greater than ours, we can not even imagine it. Think about 
a view than includes multiple universes, eternity of time and all the lives that 
incorporates. Godôs view includes not only human life, but all of created life. 
When we live or attempt to live as the Bible teaches us, we are incorporating that 
broader view into our living. 

 Simple to remember ... maybe  

             easy to live... no way,  

              but worth the effort... well, you decide!  

 

See you in church! 

Pastor Nancy will be on vacation for a week over Labor Day to go to 
her sonôs wedding. While she is away pastoral care will be provided by 
lay volunteers and other pastors. Please call the church office and they 
will arrange visits. In an emergency call the church office and they will 
contact Pastor Escobedo Frank, who has graciously volunteered to 
provide her pastoral services in Nancyôs absence. 



 

 

W omen comprise 50% of the worldôs population  
but 70% of the worldôs poor. In many cultures  

women are responsible for the sustenance of the family,  
but many of them have very few rights and some have no  
rights. Millions of women around the world experience the tragedy 
of war and famine and find themselves homeless searching for 
peace and security for their family. According to UNAIDS, 
17,100,000 women have the aids virus, and fewer than 10% have 
access to treatment. 

     In many countries, women are making progress in key areas 
such as access to health, education and leadership. However, far 
too many women continue to struggle with poverty and 
marginalization. In some sectors, the numbers can be 
overwhelming: Every minute of every day somewhere in the world, 
a woman dies giving birth. Nearly 500,000,000 women are stunted 
from malnutrition, and one in four are victims of abuse. 

     In the United States, of those women who are victims of domestic violence,  30% are murdered by their husbands, ex-husbands or boyfriends. 
According to the Center for the Prevention of Sexual and Domestic Violence, rather than offering resources and alternatives to battered women, 
pastors, priests, and rabbis have often advised women to return to violent homes and be ñbetter wives.ò Or some women find themselves trapped 
in situations where they are economically dependent on their spouse and unable to leave an abusive situation. 

     According to the World Health Organization, despite the increase in the availability of contraception, some 137,000,000 women still have an 
unmet need for contraception. Overall, 29% of women in developing countries have an unmet need for modern contraception. 

     Some of the greatest conversations ever reported between Jesus and women are found in Johnôs Gospel: 1) Jesus has a theological 
discussion with the Samaritan woman in which he reveals his identity as the long awaited Messiah. 2) Jesus has a searching talk with Martha 
concerning the resurrection. 3) Jesus chooses to send the message of his resurrection to his disciples through Mary Magdalene.ò 

     We affirm the right of women to equal treatment in employment, responsibility, promotion, and compensation. We affirm the importance of 
women in decision-making positions at all levels of the Church and society and urge such bodies to guarantee their presence through policies of 
employment and recruitment. We support affirmative action as one method of addressing the inequalities and discriminatory practices within our 
Church and societyé We affirm the right of women to live free from violence and abuse and urge governments to enact policies that protect 
women against all forms of violence and discrimination in any sector of society.ò (Social Principles, #162F) 

     Through the Louise & Hugh Moore Population Project, a number of issues specifically impacting women are addressed. The key issues of the 
project are HIV/AIDS; domestic violence; family planning and reproductive health; and human trafficking. 

     The Louise & Hugh Moore Population Project works collaboratively with a number of agencies and/or organizations on issues impacting 
women, including United Methodist Women, General Commission on the Status and Role of Womenôs Edge Coalition, Religious Coalition for 
Reproductive Choice, Religious Advocates Working Group and International Family Planning Coalition. 

     The General Board of Church and Society is one of four international general program boards of the United Methodist Church. The boardôs 
primary areas of ministry are Advocacy, Education & Leadership Formation, United Nations & International Affairs, and resourcing these areas 
for the denomination. It has offices on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., and at the Church Center of the United Nations in New York City. 

For more information on United Methodist Church Global Board of Church and Society go to: www.umc -gbcs.org  

ð The UMC Global Board of Church and Society 
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If you are a veteran or if you have a family 
member who is currently serving in the military, 

we would like you to email or bring in a 
photograph of yourself or that person 

(preferably in uniform) to the church office. We 
are putting together a very special slideshow for 

Veterans Day. The deadline is November 1st. 

Please be a part of this special event!  
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 What an exciting time itôs been, with three new babies!  
Pastor Nancyôs son and his wife had Emma Cushman on 
July 12th.  Then Brian and Melissa Koepke had their baby, 
Kolton.  And then Pastor Rob and Pastor Melissa had 
Zachery Wells Rynders on July 30th.  What a blessing it is 
to have our church family grow so wonderfully.  And all these 
babies are now very healthy, praise God. 

And we can add to that the 91st birthday of George 
Kouzmanoff that we all celebrated.  Just think, those new 
babies could turn 91 in the year 2102, if Jesus doesnôt return 
before that.  Imagine, some people alive today could live into 
the 22nd Century. 

Adding to the excitement was the marriage of Andrea 
Robertson and David Decker.  Both of them are great 
blessings to the choir.  And weôre so thankful theyôve joined 
together to be an even greater blessing. 

Some of the adults have gone on the medical mission trip to 
Agua Prieta, and the youth have finished their mission trips.  
What a joy it is to see how members of our ñfamilyò sacrifice 
time, energy and money to help others.  And to know that 
many, many have helped enable those missions financially. 

Coming up is the All Church Retreat entitled ñWords to 
Build Your Life Onò  Matthew 7:24-27, from September 23rd 
through the 25th.   What a privilege this could be ð to enjoy 
the cooler weather and to get to know the Lord in new ways. 

On Friday, September 30th through October 2nd the District 
is supporting a menôs retreat, entitled ñHow to Walk Like a 
DS.ò  All the District Superintendents will be there, along with 
Bishop Carcaño.  How encouraging that could be to be able 
to listen to how great people of God grow in their relation-
ships not only with God, but with many, many others. 

Of course, the really exciting mission for all of us is Pastor 
Nancyôs new mission to and for our congregation.  How 
blessed we are by her passion and zeal.  And we certainly 
need to pray for her and the whole church as we strive to 
grow in the ways that God would have us. 

Many, many of our family are sick and need our prayers for 
their health.  Please keep praying for all those listed in the 
bulletin every week.  And also pray for the families of those 
whose members have ñGone on to Glory.ò  Dave McBrideôs 
family who lost his father, James; Ray Litteralôs family who 
lost his sister, Lucille; the family of long-time member Russ 
Houghton; and Chuck Wrightôs family who lost his mother, 
Frances Barclay.  

The fall schedule has already begun, students are back in 
school, Sunday School is going full-force, and the 
ñsnowbirdsò will be returning soon, along with cooler 
weather.  How great it is to see themðeven better than the 
cool weather they bring with them.  And very important are 
prayers for all the new people who have been worshipping 
with us lately.  Help them, Lord, feel welcome and valued in 
this place. 

Our family would like to thank the 

congregation for the many cards 

and kind words that we have 

received from all of you in regards 

to our loss.  We would also like to 

thank Pastor Nancy for leading an 

amazing service. 

The Wrights ð  Chuck, Terry, 

Bryan and Danielle  
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1 Rebecca Bussey 
Rosalie Cawley 
John Chase 
Nina Shore 

2 Bill Cawley 
Laurel Chamberlin 
Norm Cocanour 
Wes Crompton, Jr. 
Roxie Helbert 
Evelyn Martin 
Cindy Tigges 

3 Jennifer Bridwell 
Alisa Gould 
Paul Hutchinson 

4 Nancy Litteral 
Amanda Schertz 

6 Chelsea Leshe 

7 Zachary Gould 
David McBride 

8 Lauren Vives 

9 Judy Elenbaas 
Maia Higgins 
Jack Maahs 

10 Nd Abarikwu 
Michael Fitzmaurice 
Del Johnston 

11 Andrew Fisher 
Charlene Kai 
Jennifer Lorenzi 

12 Susan De Simone 
Angela Heinzerling 
Curtis Keen 
David Tadano 

13 Bob Moore 
Dorothy Pelton 
Rosanne Sanchez-
Albright 
Joseph Tadano 

14 Duane Church 
Jane Pearson 

15 Nicole Hansen 

Holly Rymer 
Karen Ward 

16 Brian Koepke 

17 Dana Bond 
Ash Edberg 
Joyce Jones 

18 Sue Demaine 
Chris Grosse 
Stan Wilcox 

19 Jason Fairfield 
Leo Nolan 
Michael Rich 

20 Alexx Gibson 
Michelle Mawk 

21 Philip Gleason 
Al Gould 
Chris Montgomery 

22 Ron Bailey 
Julianne Tomassini 

23 Stacy Cupisz 

Becky Saathoff 

24 Bettie Crawford 
Schyler Lackey 
Alejandro Romero 

25 Ray Litteral 
Nate Smith 
Sofia Spaniolo 
John Whitley 

26 John Dahlin 
Bill Pillow 
Judy Ward 
Dennis Whitton 
Chuck Wright 

28 Ogbonna Abarikwu 
Curt Miaso 

29 John Doede 
Lois Koch 
Denise Lorenzi 
Lauren Palmer 

30 Laura Brownfield 
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T he recordings of Donna Marie Hartley's 

Keyboard Recital are in!  This two-disc set is filled 

with wonderful organ and piano selections as recorded 

on November 14, 2010, right here at NSUMC. Supply 

is limited so be sure to pick one up today! A suggested 

donation of $15 will be earmarked for the production of 

this year's annual Christmas Cantata. 

T here are many opportunities to serve in our music 
ministry.  Please consider joining any of our 

wonderful ensembles!  Rehearsals for the following 
choirs have resumed and are as follows:  

Adult Chancel Choir  - rehearses Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

Adult Hand Bell Choir - rehearses Thursday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

AngeliX Youth Choir & Band - rehearses Sunday 
mornings at 11:00 a.m. 

Kids of Grace (grades 3-6) - rehearses Sunday 
mornings at 9:15 a.m. 

Cherub Choir (pre-K-2nd grade) - practices during 
the first part of Sunday School on Sunday mornings. 
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

 

Sept. 6 Painting Fellowship meets at the church (also 13, 20, 
27) at 5:00 PM.  Contact Cherri Escobar at 480/860-
2746 for details 

Sept.  8 New Day Circle meets at the church at 12:30 PM.  Con-
tact Charlene Prince at 480/314-0746 

Sept.  14 Serve dinner at Watkins Womenôs Shelter.  Contact 
Cheryl Vieth at 602/867-7079 for details 

Sept. 15 Brown Bag Bookies: ñThe Tenderness of Wolves,ò by 
Stef Penney  

Sept.  18 Needle Arts fellowship will meet at the church at 1:00 
PM.  Contact Eileen Stephens at 480/767-1210 

 

NEW DAY CIRCLE RESUMES 

  

The first fall meeting of our New Day Circle will be on Thursday, Sep-
tember 8th, at 12:30 at the church.  We'll be studying chapters 14-15 in 
"Being a Christian in the Wesleyan Tradition.ò  All women of the church 
are cordially invited to attend.  Bring your sack lunch and enjoy the 
fellowship. 

OCTOBER EVENTS 

 

Oct.  4 Painting Fellowship meets at the church (also 11, 18, 25) 
at 5:00 PM.  Contact Cherri Escobar at 480/860-2746 
for details 

Oct.  8  District Annual Meeting:  ñFaith Moves Mountainsò at Red 
Mountain UMC.  See your ñCircuit Riderò for information 
or contact Wanda Lamm at 480/609-0410  

Oct. 10 UMW Diners will meet at 5:30 PM at The Macaroni Grill 
on Scottsdale Rd. and Gold Dust. Contact Carol Adams 
at 602/493-2337 or Wanda Lamm at 480/609-0410. 

Oct. 12 Serve dinner at Watkins Womenôs Shelter.  Contact 
Cheryl Vieth at 602/867-7079 for details 

Oct. 13 New Day Circle meets at the church at 12:30 PM.  Con-
tact Charlene Prince at 480/314-0746 

Oct. 16 Needle Arts fellowship will meet at the church at 1:00 PM.  

Contact Eileen Stephens at 480/767-1210 

Oct. 29 Desert South West Conference Annual Meeting.  See 
your ñCircuit Riderò for details or contact Wanda Lamm 
at 480/609-0410. 

PURPOSE of United Methodist Women: United Methodist 

Women is a community of women whose purpose is to 

know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive 

fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through par-

ticipation in the global ministries of the church. 

  

Membership is open to any woman with the desire to be-

long, to support our PURPOSE and to participate in the 

global mission of the church through United Methodist 

Women.  For information on how you can join North Scotts-

dale UMW, contact our membership chair, Betty Hosmer  

at 480/860-8727.  

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE UMW!  

Mission Basket:   We are continuing to collect 
personal toiletries for our outreach programs at Justa 

Center, Watkins Womenôs Shelter, and Wesley 

Community Center.  Our Mission Basket is located in 

the fellowship adjacent to the UMW cart. Help us 

keep it brimming with these needed and greatly 

appreciated items. 

Wesley Community Center:  Please continue to 

save your Campbellôs product labels and place them 

in the box on the UMW Cart in the fellowship hallð

look for the ñCampbellôs Kids.ò You may also pick up 

additional information on this time-honored way to 

help purchase much needed educational equipment 

and other items for the many programs at Wesley 

Community Center. 

Watkins Womenôs Shelter:   Place recently read 

magazines, address labels removed, in the green 

basket on the wire shelves in the kitchen. The 

magazines are appreciated and enormously enjoyed 

by the women at the shelter. 

eScrip and Fryôs Cards:  If you sign up for eScrip or 

purchase a Fryôs gift card for $5.00 (applied to your 

first purchase), United Methodist women will receive 

a 1-5% rebate on your purchases.  This is an easy 

way to support our many UMW mission projects.  

You may pick up eScrip enrollment information at the 

UMW Cart in the fellowship hall.  To purchase a 

Fryôs card, contact Wanda Lamm at dlwkl@cox.net 

or 480/609-0410. Be sure to keep using your Fryôs 

Cards and your eScrip. Our small rebates really do 

add up to a significant contribution to our budget for 

UMW missions.  Thank you for participating in 

these valuable programs.  

mailto:dlwkl@cox.net
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                          Please return this completed form to the church office . 

NAME 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY / STATE / ZIP CODE 

HOME PHONE 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

NAMES / AGES OF CHILDREN   

EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME &  PHONE 

ALLERGIES 

SPECIAL FOOD NEEDS 

CAMP ROCK ô11 REGISTRATION 

T he 2011 NSUMC All Church Retreat will take place at the Pine Summit 
camp in Prescott, Arizona Friday, September 23 through Sunday, 25.   

     The fees include two days and nights in a cabin AND breakfast, lunch and 
dinner on Saturday and breakfast on Sunday. There are beautiful hiking trails, 
rock climbing, putt-putt golf, basketball, arts and crafts, singing by the camp-
fire, s'mores and that is all the first day!  We conclude our stay with an outdoor 
Church service on Sunday morning. Come join us for some NSUMC fellow-
ship in the pines!  You don't want to miss it! 

     We will be nestled in the cool Prescott pines at Pine Summit Bible Camp 
and Conference Center, located at Senator Hwy/Groom Creek.  Please check 
out their website at www.pinesummitcamp.com. This camp offers lodges with 
rooms for individual families and couples (singles will need to share rooms). 
Restrooms with showers are at the end of the hallways. 

Grand Total Due  

T he Fellowship Committee plans 
to feature a short talent show 

following NSUMCôs annual 
Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner on 
Sunday, November 20. Weôre looking 
for lots of variety and want to be 
inclusive to all members ð young and 
old.  

Comedy, dance, magic, song, skit, 
drama let your imagination go wild and 
your star shine!  

You have months to perfect your act!  
Look for the sign-up sheet, or contact 
Susan Smith at ancalasas@aol.com to 
participate. 

Become a Member of the Church! 

New Member Orientation Sunday 

September 11th (11:30 to 12:30) 

New Member Ceremony Sunday 

September 18th (at 8:30 OR 10:00 service) 

Contact Craig Smith  

602/751-7665 to RSVP 
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L ast month I wrote about the Stewardship Committeeôs recent work to define our mission in the life of our 
church. Because Christian stewardship is all encompass-
ing in our lives, and is taken up in part by every committee 
and organization at NSUMC, identifying what we do that is 
unique to our committee proved more difficult than we ex-
pected. The obvious task of overseeing the annual pledge 
campaign to support the church operational budget is part 
of our unique calling but, as we saw it, only a part. If we 
did not promote the spiritual growth in our relationship with 
God the Father, then we were little more than an arm of 
the business end. We have certainly not been the first to 
struggle with this. 

     In his book ñThe Jesus I Never Knew,ò Philip Yancey 
recalled the time in 1991 when the Soviet empire was 
crumbling and had requested visits from religious emissar-
ies to give some direction. ñWe donôt know how to motivate 
people to show compassionò they exclaimed. ñWe tried 
raising money for the children of Chernobyl, but the aver-
age Russian citizen would rather spend his money on 
drink. How do you reform and motivate people? How to you get them to be good?ò  

     Not by force, or coercion, or guilt, we learn from our Heavenly Father.  Not by grand gestures we learn from Jesus when 
tempted in the wilderness. The Inquisitor, in a poem written by the agnostic brother in Dostoevskyôs novel, ñThe Brothers 
Karamazov,ò claimed that by not giving in to Satan in the wilderness, Jesus made it too easy for people to reject Him. Had Je-
sus flung himself from the cliff or turned stones to bread then He would have gained many followers by proving His position as 
the Son of God (Matthew 4: 1-10). But Jesusô touch is a light one and allows us the freedom of choice. We are free to love 
Him, or not; to give generously of our gifts, or not; to grow in our knowledge of Him, or not. He wants us to do all out of love for 
Him. 

     And so our mission and vision as a Stewardship Committee reflects the light touch of God and our individual responsibility 
to continuously strive to strengthen our relationship with Him. We offer the following:  

Mission Statement  

To maintain a continuous and dynamic program of education activity to promote the larger meaning of  
Christian stewardship, leading to a spirit of joy in using all of God's gifts to extend Christôs kingdom on Earth. 

Vision  

To help all in our church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, make purposeful decisions as to their grateful  
and responsible use of God's gifts in the light of God's purpose as revealed in Jesus Christ. Everything is  
a gift from God and we are the stewards - not only of our financial resources, but also of this created earth,  
our time, our talents, our families, our relationships, life itself, but most importantly God's word.  

     In a wonderful display of serendipity, our new pastor, Rev. Nancy Cushman, offered this as the Prayer of Dedication on 
her first Sunday with us, (July 3, 2011): ñGod of grace, we have opened our hands to release gifts into the passing plates. May 
our spirits be opened as well to release our lives into your service. God of glory, we offer our substance to further the work of 
the church. May we, ourselves, be offerings, too, as we strive together to do your will on Earth In the name of Jesus Christ we 
pray. Amen.ò 

Blessings 

 

 

 

Chairperson, Stewardship Committee 
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Speaking Christian -   
Another Year, Another Book  

and Another Angle!  

I  n January 2010, NSUMC - through its Adult Education Ministry - 

teamed up with the Arizona Foundation for Contemporary Theology to 

host a guest speakership by Dr. Marcus Borg, who is a scholar on the 

historical Jesus.  Over 450 avid listeners heard his presentation on 

ñSpeaking Christian - A Misunderstood Language.ò  This was his first 

presentation on the subject outside of his home locale of Portland, 

Oregon, where he is Canon Theologian at Trinity Episcopal Church.   

Dr. Borg postulated that the problem has two parts.  The first is the 

literalization of the language; the second concerns the understanding of 

Christianityôs core message.  He emphasized that transformation (in this 

life, this side of death) is the crystallization of what Christianity is about; 

that transformation is our product and our message; and that 

transformation responds to our deepest yearning. 

The topic was obviously a hot one for the prolific Dr. Borg, as this last 

April, his newest book was published.  It is Speaking Christian:  Why 

Christian Words Have Lost Their Meaning and Power - And How They 

Can be Restored.  Congratulations, Dr. Borg!  The book is receiving rave 

reviews, so don't be a slowpoke about ordering your copy! 

Fast forward to today:  Here's another angle on word choices among 

Christians.  Presented below are some of the messages from various 

churches? outside welcome signs, as posted on CNN.comôs religion 

blog: 

Å There are Some Questions that Can Not be Answered by Google 

Å Body Building Worship 

Å Jesus is a Master Mechanic - Let Him Fix Your Life 

Å Heaven - It's Who You Know that Counts 

Å God Bless America - America Bless God 

Å Prayer Drop Box - Guaranteed Results 

Å Without the Bread of Life, You're Toast 

Å Honk if You  Love Jesus - Text While Driving if You Want to Meet Him 

Å Real Health Care Reform Starts with Jesus Christ 

Å Free Trip to Heaven - Details Inside 

Å Do Not Give Up - Moses was Once a Basket Case 

Å Come Hear Our Pastor - He's Not Very Good, but He's Short 

Å Just Passing Through?  Aren't We All? (Interfaith Airports Chaplaincy) 

Å Prayer is the Perfect Wireless Connection, and last, but not leasté 

Å He Lives!  He Reigns!  End of Discussion! 

- by Evelyn Martin 

Marcus Borg at NSUMC 

January 2010 

Saturday, October 1 ð 7:30AM 

Wesley Bolin Memorial Park  

(17th Avenue & Washington Street)  

F ounded by the UMOM Women's Auxiliary 
in 2009, the 5K Walk for Homeless 

Families is the largest annual public event 
supporting UMOM New Day Centers. UMOM 
provides shelter, support services, and 
permanent affordable housing for families 
experiencing homelessness in Phoenix. 
 
Last year UMOM served more than 5,000 
individuals through their programs. Nearly 
1,100 families were served in UMOM shelters.  

For more information about this yearôs 5K 
Walk, visit: 

http://www.umom.org/fall_walk_for_homeless_families  
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from Terry Wright,  
Director of Christian Education  

cwright423@cox.net  

 

Creative Christians Welcomes You Back -  

Parents, we have a wonderfully creative weekday group for 
your children.  The group is called Creative Christians and it 
is for children in grades K-5th. The 
classes are held on Tuesdays from 
3:30-5:30 p.m. at the church in 
classrooms #2 and #3.  This class 
is led by Janet Flournoy.  She has 
established a wonderful creative 
atmosphere for children. Janet has 
an amazing background and she 
shares her creative knowledge with 
the children of our congregation 
during this class. Last year she 
guided the Creative Christian children as they: created 
artwork, went horseback riding, planted a garden, performed 
in a Christmas program, displayed wonder crafts at a craft 
show and many other activities.  

Janet has done a wonderful job sharing her faith journey, 
and her creative talents with the children of our 
congregation. We are so blessed to have someone so 
gracious and caring within our education ministry.   

If you have any questions about this awesomely creative 
childrenôs class, please contact Janet at jansueflo@aol.com 
or at 480/650-6436. 

 

Fall Volunteer Teachers NEEDED  

As difficult as it is to believe, the children of the church are in 
need of several Fall Sunday School teachers!  All adults are 

invited to participate in this 
rewarding experience ð you 
don't even have to have kids 
of your own in Sunday School. 
The only requirement is that 
you love God and children!  
Itôs easy and fun ð and we 
provide you with tons of 
support, curriculum and 
supplies! Our kids need you 
(thatôs right, you ð the one 
reading this right now!). So 

share a little bit of yourself ð youôre guaranteed to receive 
far more in return. For more information, contact Terry 
Wright at cwright423@cox.net 

 

COOKING THROUGH THE BIBLE IS LOOKING 
FOR ANOTHER GREAT COOK! ð Actually, we just 

need a couple more adults in our teacher rotation to make 
easy, scripture related snacks with our students. We have 
three adults rotating as teachers for 
our 8:30 a.m. class, and we need a 
couple of more teachers to either 
serve as substitutes or to be part of 
the regular rotation. We have 
scripture snack cookbooks, so you 
don't have to come up with any 
ideas. These books also include 
scripture related activities. If you like 
to make easy snacks and love 
children, please call the church 
office or email Terry Wright at 
cwright423@cox.net.  

 

EDUCATION FAIR & TEACHER DEDICATION, 
SEPTEMBER 11 9:30-11:30 a.m. ð Our annual Education 
Fair will be hosted on Sunday, September 11. Tables will be 
set-up in the Fellowship Hall so you can meet the teachers 
and peruse the books that will be studied. We will also have 
tables with information about other events, groups and 
activities that are being offered this year.  

This date is also Teacher Dedication Sunday and ALL 
CHILDREN, YOUTH and ADULT 
teachers are asked to be present at 
the 10:00 a.m. service for this 
dedication.  

FYIéOur 3rd grade Bible 
presentation is moving to the spring 
and it will be joining Confirmation 
Sunday. 

 

Adult Education Ministry Meeting  

Please join us on Sunday, August 28th for our Adult 
Education Ministry meeting.  We will meet from 9:30am until 
10am in the education office.  We will be finalizing logistics 
for our Education Fair Sunday and fall classes. We will also 
set a date for folding the annual brochures. 

 

THE HEAVENLY PATHWAY  

September 18 - mid-May 2012, Sunday, 10:00-11:00 am 

(breaks for Christmas, Easter and other holidays as 
necessary) 

Attempts are made to 
accommodate the schedules of 
the regular participants of the 
class as much as possible.  

The studies in the Heavenly 
Pathway series always aim at 
opening the eyes of the 
understanding of participants 
through the study of the Bible 
in a way it would become the 
living book that it is, making it more meaningful and useful in 
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the life of participants. All are always encouraged to bring 
their knowledge, contributions and questions on the themes 
and topics studied.  

The following, established in previous studies, have become 
part of the guiding principles maintained through the series: 

1. The Bible through many incontrovertible scientific and 
archeological facts and by the Bibleôs own teachings 
evidences and calls for far greater faith in disbelieving it than 
in believing it. 

2. God is good and loving; He created man in His image to 
superintend all of creation and to relate directly with God in 
full fellowship. 

3. Man due to sin fell from this position and died, died 
spiritually. 

4. In many different ways, God has reached out to man, to 
renew the relationship with man. In this, we see that Godôs 
conditions for the restoration of anyone to God is full 
reliance on God and the grace of God through faith and that 
only. 

5. The love of God extends to all mankind in all places and 
at all times such that those who consciously and willingly put 
their faith in Him and Him alone despite the odds have 
always been able to find restoration and fulfillment. 

6. God has in these last days revealed Himself in His Son 
Jesus. Whoever has the Son has life, and whoever does not 
have the Son does not have life. 

7. It is not possible after knowing and rejecting the saving 
grace that Jesus offers to still claim to love God.  

8. All who truly love God must also love their neighbor, and 
walk the Heavenly Pathway to obtain the Christian Hope. 

2011/2012 Study Themes: 

Three main themes are currently planned for the study year, 
one for each quarter starting from fall: 

Å John Wesley: Influences in his early years, society and 
training, his spiritual journey and experiences, Methodism: 
the ministry in word and songs, some of Wesleyôs special 
teachings, global ministry. 

Å Bible Confessions: Confession as a means of grace in 
Christianity today, confessions of sins in the Bible, Bible 
confessions and growth in oneôs faith journey. 

Å Conflicts between the natural and spiritual life - The two 
kingdoms, the battles and conflicts, the weapons, the 
influences in human affairs and the future, etc.  

The study outline is sent by email to participants ahead of 
the study, to help all to be better prepared to contribute in 
the study. Though each theme runs as a series, each study 
has its own lessons and those not able to attend through the 
series still have benefits from each study they attend.  

Study Method: Participants would be encouraged to bring 
their knowledge, viewpoints and questions on the topics of 
study and related issues of faith.  

Preparatory studies would be useful but not prerequisite. 
There could be references to other books but the primary 
source would be the Bible. The class will meet in the Library, 
and the facilitator is the Rev. Nd Abarikwu, 602/626-8877 
or ndubex9@yahoo.com. 

 

JOHN WESLEY AND METHODISM  

Wednesday, September 21 - October 26, 6:30 -7:30 pm  

The saying that if one does 
not know where one is 
coming from, chances are 
one would not know where 
he or she is going, is as good 
in spiritual matters as in 
every other area of life. Very 
many United Methodists 
today have forgotten where 
we are coming from in our 
Christian faith. With this in 
m ind ,  t he  Educ a t ion 
Commi t t ee ,  w i t h  the 
Committee for Church and 
Society, present a six-week study to give all members 
interested the opportunity to come share, refresh their 
knowledge and learn our religious heritage from the time of 
the Wesleys.  

Topics will include: the Wesley family and society, the 
education of John and Charles and the Holy Club; the desire 
of the brothers for and their search for God; the Methodists: 
the ministry in songs and word; the societies, organization 
and growth; some teachings of John Wesley (the learned 
one-book man): spiritual and practical Christianity nuggets 
for every day Christianity; global ministry and world 
Methodism; and legacies for today. Study outlines will be 
sent by email to study participant before each study to help 
members pre­pare ahead of the classes. The class will meet 
in the Library, and the facilitator is the Rev. Nd Abarikwu, 
602/626-8877 or ndubex9@yahoo.com. 

 

ASSOCIATE PASTORôS STUDIES 

Monday, 10:00 - 11:30 am, or Tuesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm  

Come for fellowship and explore what it means to be part of 
the body of Christ. The Monday class meets in the Library, 
and the Tuesday evening meets at the Starbucks at Loop 
101 and Raintree (15227 N 87th St #100). For more 
information, please contact the Rev. Melissa Rynders, 
480/948-0529, or pastormelissa@nsumc.com. Please note 
that while Pastor Melissa is on family leave, August-October, 
the members of the groups will take turns leading, with open 
discussion and contributions from all members. 

 

FALL STUDY, August 22/23 - November 21/22: ñThe Year 
of Living Biblically: One Manôs Humble Quest to Follow the 
Bible as Literally as Possibleò by A. J. Jacobs. What would it 
require for a person to live all the commandments of the 
Bible for an entire year? That is the question that animates 
this hilarious, quixotic, thought-provoking memoir from 
Jacobs (The Know-It-All). He didnôt just keep the Bibleôs 
better-known moral laws (being honest, tithing to charity and 
trying to curb his lust), but also the obscure and 
unfathomable ones: not mixing wool with linen in his 
clothing; calling the days of the week by their ordinal 
numbers to avoid voicing the names of pagan gods; trying 
his hand at a 10-string harp; growing a ZZ Top beard; eating 
crickets; and paying the babysitter in cash at the end of each 
work day. (He considered some rules, such as killing 
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magicians, too legally questionable to uphold.) In his 
attempts at living the Bible to the letter, Jacobs hits the road 
in highly entertaining fashion to meet other literalists, 
including Samaritans in Israel, snake handlers in 
Appalachia, Amish in Lancaster County PA, and biblical 
creationists in Kentucky. Throughout his journey, Jacobs 
comes across as a generous and thoughtful (and, yes, 
slightly neurotic) participant observer, lacing his story with 
absurdly funny cultural commentary as well as nuanced 
insights into the impossible task of biblical literalism. 

 

WOMENôS MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP 

Monday, 7:00 -8:30 pm  

If you are curious and eager to learn with and from others, 
you are welcome. All group members en­hance the 
understanding of the material with unique insights, 
leadership will be shared. Class meets in the library. Please 
join us on the journey. Convener: Anne Nicol, 480/951-
2964 or annenicol@cox.net.    

 

Fall Study, September 12 - November 14: The First 
Christmas: What the Gospels Really Teach About 
Jesus's Birth, by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan. 
In The First Christmas, two of todayôs top Jesus scholars 
Borg and Crossan join forces to show how history has 
biased our reading of the nativity 
story as it appears in the gospels 
of Matthew and Luke. As they did 
for Easter in their previous book, 
The Last Week, here they explore 
the beginning of the life of Christ, 
peeling away the sentimentalism 
that has built up over the last two 
thousand years around this most 
well known of all stories to reveal 
the truth of what the gospels 
actually say. Borg and Crossan 
help us to see this well-known 
narrative afresh by answering the 
question, ñWhat do these stories 
mean?ò in the context of both the 
first century and the twenty-first century. They successfully 
show that the Christmas story, read in its original context, is 
far richer and more challenging than people imagine. 

 

MENôS BREAKFAST AND STUDY 

Friday, 6:30 - 7:30 am 

The NSUMC Menôs Group meets every Friday morning at 
6:30 in the church kitchen ï sharing breakfast at every 
meeting. The group uses the Serendipity Bible and studies 
verses selected by that weekôs leader. They also support 
different mission projects throughout the year. If you would 
like to find out more about this group, please call the church 
office, 480/948-0529, or just show up for breakfast! Thereôs 
always plenty of food. The group facilitator is Bob 
Sandblom,  480/391-1646, or bobsandblom@gmail.com 

TRANSITIONS 

Monday, September 12 - November 14, 7:00 -8:30 pm  

Please contact the church office for availability after 
November 14, when individual needs may be addressed one
-on-one.  

In these days of economic uncertainty, many of us are 
experiencing adjustments. Some of these adjustments are 
minor and require just a little tweaking; some are quite large 
and overwhelming. When one gets to the ñoverwhelmedò 
stage, it has been found helpful to discuss these events with 
a trained facilitator. NSUMC opens their doors for such 
discussions. Join the Rev. Dr. Carl Nicol, who has 
experience as a pastor, chaplain, social worker, counselor, 
father, husband and grandfather, to help you work through 
your current loss. The loss could be a job, income or a loved 
one. It could be an event that happened last week or last 
year. When it happened is not an issue, but not dealing with 
the event can impede a healthy transition in your current life 
style. Please call the church office for more information, 
480/948-0529. They will meet in Room 14. 

 

What is Godly Play?  

We have the opportunity to begin a new curriculum for our 
younger elementary students.  Itôs called Godly Play.  It is 
based on the Montessori curriculum and itôs a hands on 
approach to the scriptures.  The curriculum requires wooden 
pieces to help tell the stories of 
the Bible.  Each story has a set 
of figurines that the students are 
allowed to interact with to help 
t h e m  l e a r n  t h e  B i b l e 
stories.   The Education 
Committee would love to 
implement this curriculum but 
we need MANY wooden 
figurines to be cut from wood 
before we can begin.  Another 
benefit to this curriculum is that 
once we purchase it, we will not have to buy new curriculum 
for that grade anymore. 

Our needs are: 

1) Funds for the curriculum and wood. 

2) People that can use a scroll saw. 

3) A scroll saw. 

4) Sanded wood that is 4ò wide x 1/4ò thick and any 
length (not pressed wood). 

5) Square wooden parable boxes (18ò x 18ò and 4ò deep) 

6) People to cut paper figurines for the parable boxes. 

7) Medium sized baskets to hold the figurines for each 
story (40).  

If you, or anyone you know could help us out with just one of 
those items above, we would greatly appreciate the 
assistance.  Any questions, please email Terry Wright at 
cwright423@cox.net 
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2011-2012 Registration  
 

Classes begin on August 15, 2011.  
Preschool tours are available by request. 

 

 óLil Blessings (2 Year Old Preschool)  
(Children must be potty-trained)  

Monday & Wednesday  
9:00 ï 11:30 a.m.  

   

3 Year Old Preschool  

Monday, Wednesday & Friday  
   9:00 ï 11:30 a.m. or 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday & Thursday  
   9:00 - 11:30 or 9:00 ï 1:00 p.m.  

 

4/5 Year Old Pre -Kindergarten  

Monday, Wednesday & Friday  
   9:00 ï 11:30 a.m. or 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

Monday - Thursday  
 9:00 ï 1:00 p.m.  

   
Tuition payments are due monthly; July 2011 ï April 2012. A 

$120.00 registration fee is due at the time of registration.  
 

www.blessedbeginningscp.com  
(or follow the links on nsumc.com)  

 

480/313-1364 

BLESSED BEGINNINGS - 2011/2012 REGISTRATION  

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

HOME PHONE 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

DATE OF BIRTH     AGE 

ALLERGIES 

MOMôS NAME & CELL PHONE # 

DADôS NAME & CELL PHONE # 

ANGOL, CHILE VIM MISSION PROJECT  

PURPOSE:  To repair and restore earthquake damage to 

an old farmhouse used as a hostel which generates funds 

for the Methodist agricultural high school on the site. 

WHERE:  Angol, Chile   5 hours south of Santiago  

WHEN:  October 7 -15, 2011 

COST:  The entire package is approx, $2000.  

Contact: Earl Bolkan at bbolkan@cableone.netm or 

928/308-0248 

The Desert Southwest Conference is 

sponsoring the  

2011 Mother & Daughter Retreat on September 16 - 18, 

at Mingus Mountain Camp (8500 W Forest Service Road 

104, Prescott Valley, AZ 86315). 

     This retreat will be intergenerational, including 

mothers and daughters from ages 10 on up. It will be a 

time of discovering your outer and inner beauty, and 

appreciating the bond between mother and daughter in a 

relaxed and beautiful setting. The weekend will be filled 

with fun, discussion time, devotions, crafts, hiking and 

other outdoor activities. Cost is $100 for adults, $50 for 

daughters ($25 for each additional daughter). For 

brochure and online registration go to http://

desertsouthwestconference.org/mingus. 

For questions please contact Verna Yazzi at 602/266-

6956 or email verna@desertsw.org.   

http://www.blessedbeginningscp.com

